Record Details for 004-A-Awas-01-Nagoba Mandir

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 |Premise Name 004-A-Awas-01-Nagoba Mandir
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City NA
Ward NA
Village Awas
I dentification 004 A Awas 01 Nagoba Mandir
1.03(Internal Reference |RA-AI-NA-NA-Aw-004-A-Awas-01-Nagoba Mandir
Number
1.04|CSNo ENL
1.05|Street Name 1 Awas village street |eading to the beach
1.06|Street Name 2 NA
1.07|Area/ Locality Awas
1.08|Nearby landmark |None
if any
1.09|Pin Code 402205
1.10|Current Owner Trust
1.11|Type of Owner Trust
1.12|Type of Occupancy | Community ownership
1.13|Current Use Worship
1.14|Type of Use Religious
1.15|Age Approximately 120 yearsold
1.16|Plot Area(sg.mt) [1400sgm
1.17(Built Up Area 120sgm
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Good
building
1.19|Grade 1B
1.20|Brief Detail The Nagoba Mandir is an example of traditional regional architecture. It is dedicated to ‘Nagoba - Serpent
Deity. The Mandir is one of the religious places that reflect respect given to nature and wild life in Hindu
religion. Very few of such places are in existence today.
The Mandir structure reflects traditional function of religious places as village centres. It comprises of wada
style single storey structure. The main shrineis situated in sabhagruhaitself. The Mandir has typical
features of wada architecture such as symmetrical planning, stone walls, Mangalore tiled slopping roof,
viewing gallery, clear storey, wooden staircase etc.
1.21|Date of Recording [2009-11-13

HISTORICAL DETAIL

201

Builtin

The Nagoba Mandir may have been built in the late 19th Century and may be contemporary of Vakratunda
Mandir in the northern part of Awas village. It may have been built in the post-Peshwa period during British
Rule.




2.02

Extensions
M odificationsin

Modifications in the 20th century.

2.03

Extensions
M odifications
Details

Modifications such as change of floor finishes, painting of wallsinternally and externally, painting of
decorative elements; installation of electrical fixtures, installing M.S. grillsin openings were carried out as
per prevailing trends.

2.04

Earlier Name(s)

Nagoba mandir

2.05

Earlier Use(s)

Worship, religious congregations and community space

2.06

Historical
Significance

The trend of patronizing construction of elaborate religious projects was curtailed with the decline of Peshwa
regime in the early 19th century. Religious structures built during Peshwa period were built as per the norms
of the Deccan architecture style. Post Peshwa period, trend of domestic styled religious architecture emerged
in the late 19th and early 20th century. Simplicity and modesty are characteristics of religious structures built
during this period.

Significance of simplicity can be seen in domestic architecture style with use of local materials, less
exuberance / intricacy and small scale structures.

Nagoba Mandir in Awas is one of such religious structures built during British rule, when availability of
resources and specialised skillswas limited. Hence, the structureis built in regional domestic style of
architecture.

2.07

Cultural
Significance

Religious buildings (mandirs, masjid, synagogue etc.) are important socio-cultural institutionsin the Indian
Subcontinent.

The Nagoba Mandir was constructed during British rule (from early 19th to mid 20th century) which
experienced political instability, restrictions on socio-cultural activities and lack of encouragement.
However in this period of suppression, these domestic style religious places provided spaces for cultural
interaction and sustenance of folk arts such as kirtan, gondhal, dashavatar etc.

During the independence struggle, many of such religious places acted as centres for social and political
awareness and mass movement.

The Mandir today acts as one of the active religious centresin Awas village. Traditional festivals such as
Mahashivratri are actively celebrated by the village community in this Mandir.

2.08

Architectural
Significance

The Mandir adheres to the simplicity of traditional architecture. One of the main characteristics of such
domestic style religious structuresis that there is no segregation of sabhamandap and garbhagruha. 1dols are
placed in asmall shrine which islocated in the western half of the sabhamandap. Even though constructed in
regional domestic style, glimpses of traditional Deccan temple architecture can be seen in decorative
elements. Architectural spaces created in religious structures such as Nagoba Mandir reflect prevalent
traditions and social framework.

Nagoba Mandir is aload bearing ground-storey structure with a sloping roof supported by a wooden frame.
(Photo no. 002, 003, 004)

The Mandir is rectangular in shape and is placed eccentrically on the extreme west of the rectangular open
plot. The plot measures approximately 70 m in length along the east-west direction and 20 m wide along the
north-south direction. Its plinth measures approx. 12 min length along the east-west direction and 10 m wide
along the north-south direction. The Mandir is at approximately 50 m distance from the road junction with a
large front open space on its east. The southern side-open space along the building is about 10 m wide and
the rear-side open spaceis about 8 m wide. It sharesits boundary with residential plots along its south and
west end. Theroad leading to the beach abuts the Mandir on its north.

These side open spaces are crucial during festivals and other community activities. They are paved with
interlocking cement concrete blocks. (photo no. 004)

The Mandir has apyramidal sloping roof with a clerestory and is about 7.0 m high from the surrounding
ground level.

Theinterior is asimple colonnaded sabhamandap with a viewing gallery from the attic above. Itiswell lit
and ventilated by large windows and the clerestory roof / ventilators in the roof, unlike most of the older
temples. The mandir is accessed mainly from its eastern entrance placed centrally on the east face of the
building. It also has secondary entrances on the other sides. The upgraded internal finishes although
aesthetically incongruous suggest that the mandir iswell maintained.

A small raised platform placed at the far western corner of the sabhamandap houses the nagoba deities. A
small wooden chhatri coversthis platform. Thisforms the open atar of the mandir and measures about 2.0
mx 1.0 mand 1.6 min height. Thischhatri is probably alater addition. (photo no. 009 and 010)

The viewing gallery above the centre of the sabhamandap is about 3.0 m above the floor. (photo no. 012). A
straight flight wooden staircase located next to the altar provides access to the viewing gallery above and is
0.75 mwide. The clerestory above has a continuous band of ventilators between the two roofs which
provides light and ventilation.




2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location : 72°52'12.51" E, 18°45'54.81" N

Awasisatypical coastal village located 16 km north of Alibag, on the Alibag-Mandwaroad. It isoff the
main Pen-Wadakhal-Alibag road NH 4B by 12 km from / viaKarle khind. The terrain is primarily flat
consisting of numerous wadis. The traditional occupation of its residentsiis horticulture and fishing. The
region isrichin natural vegetation and plantations of coconut, betelnut and mango trees. The calm
nonchalant lifestyle remains a marked character of this picturesgue village.

A large number of seaside properties are now owned by the non-residents from Mumbai and other cities.
Large population is adapting for tourism based occupation, thus adding to the floating popul ation especially
on weekends and holidays. This shift has affected the townscape and its scale due to unplanned
infrastructure and built development which is not sensitive to traditional architecture and may change the
visual character of the village over a period of time.

The Mandir is situated in Awas gaothan near the junction of four roads. The road leading east from the
junction links this part of the village to Alibag-Mandavaroad. The north-south road forms an internal road
within the village. The street heading west of this junction leads to the beach and is named Kakasaheb Sapre
Marg. The Mandir islocated at approximately 100.00 m to the west of this junction on its southwestern
quadrant and is accessed from Kakasaheb Sapre Marg. Close to the Nagoba mandir is the Hanuman Mandir
situated on the northwestern quadrant of thisjunction.

2.10

Other Significance

A (cul) - The worship place as atangible architectural link between the human community and the natural
world as a part of our culture.

Importance of the natural environment and its role in human sustenance was always known to various
cultures. Its protection and conservation was carried through various religious and cultural interpretations.
In the Indian way of life, one of these traditions was by way of constructing shrines dedicated to various
natural elements thus ensuring their protection through reverence.

The concept of revering natural elements as gods has vanished in modern times. Moreover such existing
temples/ shrines are being lost to the rapid modernisation / urbanisation process. Hence the Nagoba mandir
becomes very important as one of the few surviving examples of earlier nature conservation strategies. This
tangible architectural footprint is an important link in the nature conservation process and needs to be
preserved.

2.11|Value A(cul)
Classification
2.12|Recommended 1B
Grade
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
3.01|Height Approximately 6.00 m
3.02|No. of Floors Single storey with clearstorey which consists of viewing gallery.
Description Problem/Threat Condition
3.03|Structural System |The Mandir is constructed as load bearing The stone masonry of the Mandir isintact but is | Good
structure in coursed, roughly dressed black painted with multiple layers of incongruous oil
basalt stone ashlar masonry. paint. Qil paintisharmful for breathing and

natural aging of the stone masonry.

3.04|Plinth The plinth is constructed in coursed dressed Surround ground is paved with concrete paver  |Minor
basalt stone masonry and is at auniform height |blocks which partially hide the original stone  |Repair
of 0.30 m above the surrounding ground level. |[plinth.

3.05|Walls The walls of the Mandir are constructed in Internally and externally walls are painted with |Good

ashlar masonry. Coursed, dressed black basalt  |abominable shades of paint which hide original
stone masonry has roughly dressed stoneson  |stone finishes.

external side and fine dressed stones on internal
side.




3.06

Floors

The mandir flooring has an assortment of
material finishes and patterns. The central
portion of the sabhamandap has a diagonal grid
of marbletiles with black graniteinlays at the
junctions. The area beyond thisisfinished in
marble mosaic tilesin gray cement. The altar
platform isin dark Baroda green marble. (photo
no. 008, 009, 010)

Originally it may have been atraditional floor
of compacted earth finished with alayer of
cattle dung dlurry.

The upper attic is made of wooden boards as
flooring.

Flooring of the Mandir is overall in good
condition.

Flooring of viewing gallery is not well-
maintained and has deteriorated over the period.

Minor
Repair

3.07

Stairs

A straight flight wooden staircase located next
to the altar provides access to the viewing
gallery above and is 0.75 m wide. It ascends an
internal height of 3.0 m. (photo no 011)

The staircase is structurally sound. However, it
is painted with various sheds of oil paint. These
colors ook incongruousin the serene
environment of the Mandir.

Good

3.08

Openings

Doors:

Main Door: The main door is constructed in
solid teak wood planks. It isa 0.9 m wide hand
carved double shuttered door. It can be
observed that detail s were executed
meticulously. Each shutter has three 15 cm
wide planks that are braced together with solid
wooden rails. For each shutter, threerails are
placed at interval of about 35 cm from each
other. Top rails, bottom rails, mid rails and
stilesare dl carved in the same manner and are
of the same size. The chamfered ledges,
rounded corners and traditional fixings such as
metal knockers, pegs, and bolts enhance the
look of this rustic door. Shutters are fixed to the
solid wooden frames flanked by wooden jambs.
This wooden main door is protected by M.S.
grill double shuttered door.

Subsidiary Doors: North and South walls of the
Mandir have subsidiary doors. Theseare 0.9 m
wide simple wooden panel doors.

Windows: Windows are of similar construction
with MS round bars as grill built into the frame.
These window openings are enclosed with
wooden panels similar to that of subsidiary
doors. (Photo no. 006)

Ventilators. The attic has a continuous strip of
ventilator split into sub rectangular sections. A
simple grill made of square teak wood barsis
set in the frame. The ventilators have no
shutters. (Photo no. 014)

The opening is enclosed with double shutter
M.S. grill door. It looks incongruous with the
main wooden door and traditional stone fagcades
of the Mandir.

All wooden doors and windows of the Mandir
are structurally in good condition but are
painted with abominable sheds of ail paint.
Regular maintenance islacking.

Good

3.09

Roof

The Mandir is covered with a square hip roof
also known as a 'pyramid roof'. This Mangalore
tiled roof is supported by wooden trusses. Itis
alow roof split into two parts. The section
between two parts forms clear storey which
allows light and ventilation to the Mandir.
Rafters of this roof rest on load bearing walls of
the Mandir. Overhang of these raftersis covered
with asimple fascia board.

Roof of the Mandir isin stable condition but is
in need of regular maintenance. Few roof tiles
and ridgetiles are broken. The faciaboard is
painted with abominable shed of oil paint which
looks incongruous with traditional Mangalore
tiled roof.

Minor
Repair

3.10

Articulation

The Mandir has simple articulation features
such as:

Wooden Devhara, Devalis (niches), lamps,
Decorative brackets in teak wood, Viewing
gallery,etc.

The viewing gallery has ateakwood railing
made of simple posts, balustrades and handrail.
(photo no. 015)

All such articulation is painted with multiple
layers of oil paint which looks inappropriate.

Minor
Repair




3.11|Finishes Original walls are exposed roughly dressed The original visual character of the Mandir has |Minor
coursed black basalt stone masonry. been altered significantly by applications of Repair
Presently these walls are regularly painted. The |modern finishes.
wood work is painted with oil paint.
These finishes and maintenance indicate the
importance of the Mandir in the village.
3.12|Furniture The Mandir has articles required in religious These articles need regular maintenance. -
structures such as bells, donation box.
3.13|Compound/Fence/ [None Not Applicable -
Gate
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt |A deep maal islocated in front of the main The deepmaal is heavily plastered and painted. |Minor
/ space /out entrance door. It isapproximately 3 m high. Overal stone masonry of deepmaal isin fair Repair
buildings/ condition. The stone plinth of the deepmaal is
landscape Mandir premises are rich in greenery which partially covered due to increased ground level.
formsintegral part of the temple.
A Peepal tree with a black basalt stone paar
stands close to the Mandir and is situated on
the northeastern quadrant of the junction. The
paar has intricately carved stone lining which
now remainsin astate of ruins. (photo no. 016)
3.15|Lighting Natural aswell as artificial lighting insidethe  [None Good
Mandir.
3.16|Ventilation Natural None Good
3.17|Electricity MSEB None Good
3.18|Water Supply None Not Applicable -
3.19|Plumbing & None Not Applicable -
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire None Not Applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security €etc)
3.21|Incongruent Various improvisations are donein original interiors of the Mandir as per requisites of modern times. For

Transformation

example, electrical installations, change in floor finishes, application of oil paint, installation of safety door
etc. Eventhough these look incongruous with original fabric of the Mandir, such improvisations are also a
sign of continued significance of this Mandir in Awas village.

3.22|Overall Overall maintenance status of the Mandir is good. However, overenthusiastic and excessive improvisations
Maintenance can be detrimental to the original fabric and ambience of the Mandir.
Status

3.23|Overall Condition |[Good

RELEVANT DETAILS

4.01|D P Remarks MMR Landuse: RTZ
4.02|Overall Problems | The street which leads to the beach abuts the mandir from its north hence it may be affected by road
& Threats widening.
The mandir is within the Gaothan limits and the redevel opment pressure will be high as tourism grows.
The structure is within 500.00 m distance from the beach and thus comes within the CRZ.
4.,03|Additional Notes |None
4.04 |References
Books/Documents |[KolabaDistrict Gazetteer
WebSites http://www.maharashtra.gov.in/english/gazetteer/KOLABA/places Avas.html
Persons Jayant Rane, Sawant and local residents of Awas.




004-A-Awas-01-Nagoba Mandir Plate A

Google Location Map 001 East view of the Mandir from the street

002 East view 003 North East view

005 Typical wooden window
with double shutter

004 South East view 006 Ornamental eaves board 007 Typical wooden door
with double shutter

ENVIRODESIGNERS PVT. LTD.



004-A-Awas-01-Nagoba Mandir Plate B

008 Interior view showing wooden posts 009 Interior view showing the staircase 010 Wooden shrine

and beams in the sabhamandap and the wooden shrine

011 Internal Staircase leading to the viewing 012 View of the shrine and the sabhamandap 013 Wooden post with the
gallery from the attic stone base

014 View of the attic and the viewing 015 Viewing gallery railing in the attic 016 Square shaped stone paar around
gallery Peepal tree

ENVIRODESIGNERS PVT. LTD.



Record Details for 004-A-Awas-04-Vakratunda Mandir Complex

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 |Premise Name 004-A-Awas-04-V akratunda Mandir Complex
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City NA
Ward NA
Village Awas
I dentification NA
1.03|Internal Reference
Number
1.04|CSNo 1490
1.05|Street Name 1 Awas village street |eading to the beach
1.06[Street Name 2 NA
1.07|Area/ Locality Awas gaothan
1.08|Nearby landmark |NA
if any
1.09|Pin Code 402205
1.10|Current Owner Trust
1.11|Type of Owner Trust
1.12|Type of Occupancy |Informal occupation
1.13|Current Use Worship
1.14|Type of Use Religious
1.15|Age Approximately 110 years
1.16|Plot Area (sg.mt) |Approximately 600 sqgm
1.17(Built Up Area Approximately 240 sqgm
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Minor Repair
building
1.19|Grade 1B
1.20|Brief Detail Vakratunda Mandir Complex is an example of traditional religious placesin Raigad region. Themain
Ganesh Mandir in the complex is an example of traditional regional architecture. The Mandir complex
reflects traditional approach of using religious places as village centres. Very few of such placesarein
existence today.
The Vakratunda Mandir complex comprises of various elements arranged linearly on the east-west axis.
These elements include a Wada style Mandir, a deepmaal, a Peepal paar, a Tulsi vrundavan and two stepped-
wells. The by-lane cuts the complex into two halves on its east and west. The eastern half has one of the
stepped-wells and all other e ements are in the western half.
1.21 |Date of Recording |2010-05-14

HISTORICAL DETAIL

201

Built in

The Vakratunda Mandir may have been built in the late 19th century and may be contemporary to Nagoba
Mandir in the southern part of Awas village. It may have been built in the post-Peshwa period during British
rule.
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2.02

Extensions
M odificationsin

Modificationsin 20th century.

2.03|Extensions/ Modifications such as change of floor finishes, painting of wallsinternally and externally, painting of
M odifications decorative elements; installation of electrical fixtures, installing M.S. grillsin openings etc. have been carried
Details out as per prevailing trends.
2.04|Earlier Name(s) Vakratunda Mandir
2.05|Earlier Use(s) Worship, religious congregations and community space.
2.06|Historical The trend of patronizing construction of elaborate religious projects was curtailed with the decline of Peshwa
Significance regime in the early 19th century. Religious structures built during Peshwa period were built as per the norms
of the Deccan architecture style. Post Peshwa period, trend of domestic styled religious architecture emerged
in the late 19th and early 20th century. Simplicity and modesty are characteristics of religious structures built
during this period.
Significance of simplicity can be seen in domestic architecture style with use of local materials, less
exuberance / intricacy and small scale structures.
Vakratunda Mandir Complex in Awasis one of such religious enclaves developed during British rule when
availability of resources and skills were limited. Hence the structure is built in regional domestic style of
architecture.
As per legends and oral history the place dates back to ancient times. It is said that reference of Awas village
can be found in Skanda Puran - the ancient Hindu text. According to the legend the idol of Vakratunda was
found near the sea shore which was then consecrated by local communities.
2.07|Cultural The Mandir today acts as one of the active religious centresin Awas village. Traditional festivals such as
Significance Mahashivratri are actively celebrated by the village community in this Mandir.

Religious buildings (Mandirs, masjid, synagogue etc.) are important socio-cultural institutionsin Indian
Subcontinent. Vakratunda Mandir Complex may have been devel oped during the British rule (from early
19th to mid 20th century) which experienced political instability and thus restrictions on socio-cultural
activities and lack of encouragements.

However in this period of suppression, these domestic style religious places provided spaces for cultural
interaction and sustenance of folk arts such as kirtan, gondhal, dashavatar etc.

During the independence struggle, many of such religious places acted as centres for social and political
awareness and mass movement.

The Mandir Complex today acts as one of the active religious centers in Awas village. Traditional festivals
such as Ganeshotsav, Maghi Ganesh Chaturthi, Chaitragauri etc. are actively celebrated by the village
community in this Mandir.




2.08

Architectural
Significance

Various elementsin Vakratunad Mandir Complex i.e. the Mandir, deepmaal, Peepal paar, Tulsi vrundavan
and two stepped wells are arranged linearly on the east-west axis.

Vakratunda Mandir adheres to the simplicity of traditional architecture. 1t comprises of wada style single-
storey structure. The main shrineis situated in sabhamandap itself. The Mandir has typical features of wada
architecture such as symmetrical planning, stone walls, Mangalore tiled slopping roof, viewing gallery,
clearstorey, wooden staircase etc. Even though constructed in regional domestic style, glimpses of traditional
Deccan templ e architecture can be seen in decorative elements. Architectural spaces created in religious
structures such as Vakratunda Mandir reflect prevalent traditions and socia framework. The Mandir isa
load bearing ground floor structure with a sloping roof supported by awooden frame. Mangalore tiled
slopping roof Mandirs are charasteristic of the coastal region.

It includes garbhagruha with shikhara and the sabhamandap. Thisis a single storey structure with a hipped
roof and a clerestory which forms the main body of the Mandir. Itisadiscreet, well proportioned structure.
The built form is unimposing with modest size and scale which blends with its surroundings. (Photo no. 001,
002, 003, 004)

The main structure is rectangular in plan measuring about 12 m x 20 m and faces the east on its shorter end.
It has an internal viewing gallery as a mezzanine floor 3.50 m above the floor level. Theridgeis at about
5.50 m above the sabhamandap floor level. (Photo no. 005, 006, 007)

The sabhamandap has an internal wooden frame supporting the mezzanine floor and the sloping roof above.
The ground floor columns and brackets supporting the beams have intricate carvings. They provide an
interesting character to the sabhamandap. The other wooden structural members are plain with simple
structural detailing. The mezzanine balcony has a teakwood railing, with simple square balustrades
supporting a handrail.

The garbhagruhaisthe original built form of the Mandir and islocated at the far western end of the
sabhamandap. It issquarein plan with atiered pyramidal shikhara. It measures approx. 3.50 mx 3.50 min
plan and about 4.50 m high at its apex from the floor. (Photo no. 005, 006)

A threetiered deepmaal located just outside the Mandir entrance is about 3.0 m in height with a diameter of
0.45m. It hassmall nichesinitsmiddletier. Next tothisisaPeepa paar with a dressed black basalt stone
lining. It measures about 3.0 m x 3.0 mand 0.30 min height. (Photo no. 001)

An octagonal Tuls vrundavan islocated outside the western face of the Mandir. Although in a state of
neglect it gives a glimpse of itsoriginal character. It hastwo tiers. Each face of the octagon on each tier has
anichefor oil lamps. The vrundavan measures about 1.0 m in diameter and 0.80 m in height. (photo no.
018)

A stepped well islocated just beyond this Tulsi vrundavan and forms the farthest element of the complex on
itswest. Although it is plastered in cement it retainsits original character. (Photo no. 026, 029)

The stepped well located at the far eastern fringe of the Mandir complex across the by-lane has lost its
character due to thefilling up of its steps. (Photo no. 027, 028)

2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location : 72°52'12.51" E, 18°45'54.81" N

Awasisatypical coastal village located 16 km to the north of Alibag, on the Alibag-Mandwaroad. It is off
the main Pen-Wadakhal-Alibag road NH 4B by 12 km from / viaKarle khind. The terrain is primarily flat
consisting of numerous wadis. The traditional occupation of its residentsis horticulture and fishing. he
region isrich in natural vegetation and plantations of coconut, betel nut and mango trees. The calm
nonchalant lifestyle remains amarked character of this picturesque village.

A large number of seaside properties are now owned by the non-residents from Mumbai and other cities.
Large population is adapting for tourism based occupation, thus adding to the floating popul ation especially
on weekends and holidays. This shift has affected the townscape and its scale due to unplanned
infrastructure and built development which is not sensitive to traditional architecture and may change the
visual character of the village over aperiod of time.

The vakratunda Mandir Complex is situated in Awas gaothan. The road travels from the junction near the
Nagoba Mandir (which islisted as a part of this survey) and proceeds north to Sasawane village. After
travelling for about 500 m on the road from the Nagoba Mandir junction, there is a natural bend on the road
leading to theright. A by-lane branches off to the south just before the bend providing access to the
Vakratunda Mandir and the few houses located around it.

2.10

Other Significance

A (arc) - Fairly well preserved example of the traditional style of temple construction in the coastal region

A (cul) - A simple garbhagruhais untouched by years of socio- cultural evolution and forms an integral part
of thelocal culture.

The Mandir is afairly well preserved example of the traditional style of temple construction. The intricately
carved wooden columns and brackets suggest some external influence on the architectural detailing.

2.11|Value A(arc),A(cul)
Classification
2.12|Recommended 1B

Grade
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PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

3.01|Height Approximately 6.0 m
3.02|No. of Floors Single storey with clear storey which consists of viewing gallery.

Description Problem/Threat Condition
3.03|Structural System |The garbhagruha of the Mandir is aload bearing| Structural system of the Garbhagruha appears to|Good

structure constructed in stone masonry.

The sabhamandap is composite structure. Its
structural system consists of wooden beams and
posts along with 0.45 m thick load bearing
walls.

be in stable condition. However, evaluation of
structural system is difficult due to multiple
layers of paint and tile cladding.

Timber structural system of sabhamandap
shows signs of aging but isin stable condition.
Tiber posts above the viewing gallery are
dlightly buckling.

3.04|Plinth The plinth is constructed in stone masonry and | Ground surrounding the Mandir is finished with |Minor
isat auniform height of 0.30 m above the concrete cobawhich partialy hides the original |Repair
surrounding ground level. stone plinth.
3.05|Walls The main structure enclosing the garbhagruhais |Internally and externally walls of the Minor
aload bearing structure of brick wallsin cement | sabhamandap and garbhagruha are painted with |Repair
mortar, finished on both sides with cement abominable shades of paint which hide original
plaster and painted regularly. stone finishes.
The garbhagruhais constructed in coursed Deepmaal is painted with multiple layers of
rubble masonry. It isfinished on both sides paint. Moss growth can be observed under
with cement plaster and is painted regularly. mouldings of the deepmaal.
The deegpamalaand Tulsi vrundavan are Tuls vrundawan isin dilapidated condition and
probably constructed in bricks and finished with|needs immediate attention. It is surrounded by
lime plaster. waste and debris. Ficus growth is also causing
distressin walls of the vrundawan.
The eastern stepped well has exposed black
basalt stone lining constructed in tiers. The The step wells have been repaired with
lower tiers arein coursed black basalt stone concrete. Poor workmanship and use of
masonry. The upper part of thewall isarecent |incongruent materials interfere with serene
addition in random rubble masonry. The environment of religious enclave.
western stepped well is probably of similar
construction although now finished in cement
plaster.
3.06|Floors The sabhamandap has a flooring of polished None Good
K ota stone with afew inlayed marble bands.
Originally it may have been atraditional floor
of hand compacted earth finished with alayer of
cattle dung durry. The mezzanine has
teakwood flooring.
The garbhagruha has polished Kota stone
flooring.
3.07|Stairs A straight flight MS staircase now replacesthe |Staircase needs regular maintenance. -

original wooden staircase providing access to
the viewing gallery above. Itis0.60 m wide
and ascends an internal height of 3.50 m
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3.08

Openings

The entrance door to the sabhamandap has an
intricately carved door frame. It hastwo
wooden shutters.

Two rectangular window openings on either
side of the entrance are arecent addition. They
have no frame or shuttersbut M Sgrill.
Externally these window openings have an arch
in stucco work/ cement plaster. (Photo no. 002,
013, 014, 016)

The other window openings are of variable
sizes with typical traditional construction
detailing. They have awooden framewithM S
grill asalater addition. A few of them have
wooden shutters.

The garbhagruha has only one narrow entrance
door onitseast. A wooden door isalater
addition. The door frame has a carved
architrave at top and a single wooden panel
shutter. The upper panel has vertical metal bars
acting as a security grill. (photo no. 005 and
006)

Wooden doors and windows are in good
condition but are painted with abominable oil
paint. Regular maintenanceislacking.

Minor
Repair

3.09

Roof

The sabhamandap has a hipped roof with a
clerestory. It ismade of awooden frameand is
covered with Mangloretiles. The clerestory has
aventilator running continuously along the
periphery of the building.

The pyramidal shikhara over the garbhagruhais
constructed in black basalt stone slabs with
corbelling technique and covered externally
with cement plaster. It has four distinct tiers
capped by amalaka pyramid and apex with
metal shikhara.

Internally the dome has concentric ribs running
from the base of the corbelled stones and
culminating at the apex.

Roof of the main structureisin stable condition
but may not have been cleaned for many years.

Moss and lichen growth can be observed at few
places. Few of the ridge tiles are broken.

Good

3.10

Articulation

The Mandir has simple articulation features
such as:

Stone moulding for garbhagruha roof, Devalis
(niches), lamps, fluted wooden columns,
Decorative brackets in teak wood, Viewing
gallery,etc.

The viewing gallery has ateak wood railing
made of simple posts, balustrades and handrail.

All such articulation features are painted with
multiple layers of oil paint which affectsits

intricacy.

Minor
Repair

311

Finishes

Original walls are of exposed dressed stone
masonry.

Presently they are regularly painted. The wood
work has also been painted with oil paint.

The original visual character of the Mandir has
been altered significantly by applications of
modern finishes.

Minor
Repair

312

Furniture

The Mandir has traditional articles required in
religious structures such as bells, abhishek
patra, paat, donation box.

On the mezzanine of the Mandir and alsoin
complex premises there are some abandoned
old articles such as brass lamp, ghangala
(traditional vessel for water storage), drum etc.

These old objects should be regularly cleaned
and maintained. Many abandoned objects may
be repaired and stored in better condition.

Major
Repair

313

Compound/Fence/
Gate

The mandir complex does not have a compound
wall or fencing which defines its boundary.

The eastern half with the stepped well has alow
plinth and demarcating boundary wall. A few
steps and an opening in the low brick wall act as
entry point for this haf of the plot. Besides this
whole areais raised above the road level by
0.30 m. A separate fence of MS pipes set in
brick piersis placed along the rim of the
stepped well. The western stepped well has a
low wall 0.45 min height running all around its
periphery.

None

Good
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3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt |A deepamaal islocated in front of the main The deepmaal is heavily plastered and painted. |Minor
/ space /out entrance door. It isapproximately 3.0 m high. |The stone masonry of degpmaal isin intact Repair
buildings/ condition. The stone plinth of the deepmaal is
landscape partially covered due to increased ground level.
Moss growth can also be observed under the
moulding of the deepmaal.
3.15|Lighting Natural, artificial light inside mandir None Good
3.16|Ventilation Natural None Good
3.17 [Electricity MSEB None Good
3.18|Water Supply None Not Applicable -
3.19|Plumbing & None Not Applicable -
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire Not Applicable Not Applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security etc)
3.21|Incongruent Various improvisations are done in original interiors of the Mandir as per requisites of modern times. For

Transformation

example, electrical installations, change in floor finishes, application of oil paint, installation of safety door
etc. Even though these look incongruent with original fabric of the Mandir, such improvisations are also a

sign of continued significance of this Mandir in Awas village.

3.22|Overall Overall maintenance status of the Mandir isgood. The viewing gallery and the complex are in need of
Maintenance regular maintenance. However, overenthusiastic and excessive improvisations can be detrimental to the
Status original fabric and ambience of the Mandir.

3.23|Overall Condition [Minor Repair

RELEVANT DETAILS

4.01|D P Remarks MMR Landuse: RTZ
4.02 gv_ﬁ1 all Problems | The complex is situated near main road in Awas village, may be affected during road widening.
reats The mandir is within Gaothan limits and hence the redevel opment pressure will be high as tourism grows.

4.03|Additional Notes  [None
4.04|References

Books/Documents [None

WebSites None

Persons Arvind Gopal Mahinkar, local resident was interviewed.
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Images

Image of 004-A-Awas-04-V akratunda Mandir Complex-011-
external view Garbhagriha shikhara of Type Front-View

Image of 004-A-Awas-04-Vakratunda Mandir Complex-008-
View of Sabhamandap and Garbhagriha B of Type Front-View

14




Image of 004-A-Awas-04-V akratunda Mandir Complex-013-View
of sabhamandapa of Type Front-View

Image of 004-A-Awas-04-V akratunda Mandir Complex-002-
Street View B Vakratunda Mandir Awas of Type Front-View
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004-A-Awas-04-Vakratunda Mandir Complex

Google Location Map

002 South East view of Vakratunda Mandir

004 South West view of Vakratunda Mandir

ENVIRODESIGNERS PVT. LTD.

001 North East view of the Mandir complex

003 North East view of Vakratunda Mandir

Plate A
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004-A-Awas-04-Vakratunda Mandir Complex

005 East view the garbhagruha 006 Interior view of the sabhamandap

007 Viewing gallery and the clerestory 008 Pyramidal shikhar of the garbhagruha
opening in the roof

011a Ornamental capital and bracket of the
wooden column

010 Information plaque depicting history of 011 b Ornamental column base of the
the Mandir wooden column

ENVIRODESIGNERS PVT. LTD.

Plate B

009 Interior view of the
garbhagruha shikhar

012 Fluted wooden column and the
sabhamandap
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004-A-Awas-04-Vakratunda Mandir Complex

013 External view of the entrance door 014 Double shuttered entrance door

016 Intricately carved wooden architrave of the entrance door

018 Octagonal Tulsi vrundavan 019 Metal oil lamp holder

ENVIRODESIGNERS PVT. LTD.

Plate C

015 Window opening on East wall of
the Mandir

017 Number plate

020 Copper Shivlings (Salunkha)
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004-A-Awas-04-Vakratunda Mandir Complex

021 Palki in the attic 022 Nagara in the attic
024 View from Eastern Step well 025 Eastern Step well
027 Eastern step well — Interior view 1 028 Eastern step well — Interior view 2

ENVIRODESIGNERS PVT. LTD.

Plate D

023 Bell

026 Western step well

029 Western step well — Interior view
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Record Detailsfor 004-A-Awas-05-K hambaleshwar Water Tank

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 [Premise Name 004-A-Awas-05-K hambal eshwar Water Tank
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City NA
Ward NA
Village Awas
I dentification 004 A Awas 05 Khambaleshwar Water Tank
1.03|Internal Reference |RA-NA-AI-NA-Aw-004 A Awas 05 Khambaleshwar water tank
Number
1.04|CSNo NA
1.05|Street Name 1 One of the roads connecting Awas gaothan with Alibag - Mandavaroad
1.06|Street Name 2 NA
1.07|Area/ Locality Qutskirts of the Awas gaothan , near the Khambaleshwar Mandir.

1.08|Nearby landmark |Khambaleshwar Mandir
if any
1.09|Pin Code 402205
1.10|Current Owner Collector, Raigad District
1.11|Type of Owner Loca Govt.
1.12|Type of Occupancy |NA
1.13|Current Use Water Tank used for domestic and cultural use.
1.14|Type of Use Recreational, religious and domestic
1.15|Age Approximately 150 Y ears
1.16|Plot Area (sg.mt) |14400 sg m (18000 sg m including green periphery)
1.17(Built Up Area 14400 sgm
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Good
building
1.19|Grade IE
1.20|Brief Detail This natural water body is roughly oval in shape with itslonger axis amost in northwest - southeast
direction. It islocated on the eastern periphery of Awas gaothan.
1.21|Date of Recording |2010-05-14

HISTORICAL DETAIL

2.01|Builtin The tank was built sometime in the 19th century.

2.02|Extensions/ 20th century
Modificationsin

2.03|Extensions/ Original area of the water tank is unaltered but the bund wall was added on its northern and western
M odifications periphery.
Details

2.04|Earlier Name(s) Khambaleshwar water tank

2.05

Earlier Use(s)

Religious and Cultural water body
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2.06

Historical
Significance

Raigad district, within and beyond MM R boundaries has a large number of water bodies - |akes, ponds,
tanks, wells and step-wells.

It seems that the rainwater and surface water conservation has been atradition of thisregion. This could be
due to low groundwater availability or salinity concernsin the coastal villages and swift run-off during the
monsoon months due to steep terrain. Thistrend of preserving natural water bodies and constructing new
ones seems to have originated during the Peshwa period as part of socio-political responsibilities. Later this
trend continued during the British rule and and almost vanished post-Independence.

Considering global concern for water today these water bodies have significant role and need to be protected
and revived. The Khambaleshwar water tank is an integral part of this water conservation legacy of Raigad
district and is an important natural heritage.

2.07

Cultural
Significance

The water bodies were mostly associated with religious and cultural places. They were anintegral part of the
rituals, traditions and folklore. These water bodies were also witness to social change through history.

Customs and stories make it sacrosanct, thus maintaining a tangible link between the community and the
natural world around it.

These water tanks were created as complementary source to the existing wells supplying fresh water. Most of
these water bodies are natural with green surroundings and support the indigenous flora - fauna. They play
an important role in nature conservation, forming an integral part of the rural ecosystem and hence are of
socio-cultural importance. They are also one of the scenic placesin villages and have high recreation value
through generations.

2.08

Architectural
Significance

During 16th century and even before that main occupation of the majority of population was farming and

these farms were spread around the main village. The Maratha rulers encouraged digging of wells and aso
sponsored the creation of public water bodies and reservoirs. These were called in Marathi as'Gav Tale' or
village tanks. Examples of such village tnks and ponds are found in majority of villages in the Konkan belt.

Khambaleshwar water tank is a similar water body on the outskirts of Awas gaothan. This natural water
body is approximately oval in shape with itslonger axis almost in north - south direction. It measures
approx. 180 m long x 80 m wide and about 5 m deep. A random rubble wall partly demarcates the water tank
boundary on its north and its west. The boundaries merge with the surrounding ground level towardsiits east
and south.

The Khambaleshwar Mandir and the deepmaal are located towards the northern side of the tank and cover an
area of approx 40 m (along the threshold of the northern bank) x 20 m. Some village lanes starting from the
road circumvent the Mandir, the deepmaal and the tank and lead to satellite village settlements located to the
south of the water tank. The ghat (steps) provides access to the water. Two lanes that abut the water tank on
its east and west are about 5 m wide with the peripheral patch of greenery. The vehicular access leads to the
tank on its east.

2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location : 72°52'21.04" E, 18°45'49.33" N.

Awasisatypica coastal village located 16 km to the north of Alibag on the Alibag - Mandavaroad. It is off
the main Pen -Wadkhal - Alibag road NH 4B about 12 km from / viaKarle khind. Theterrainis primarily
flat consisting of numerous wadis. The traditional occupation of its residentsis horticulture and fishing. The
region isrich in natural vegetation and plantations of coconut, betelnut and mango trees. The calm
nonchalant lifestyle remains amarked character of this picturesque village.

A large number of seaside properties are now owned by the non-residents from Mumbai and other cities.
Large population is moving towards tourism as occupation thus adding to the floating population especially
on weekends and holidays. This shift has affected the townscape and its scale due to unplanned
infrastructure and built development which is not sensitive to traditional architecture and may change the
visual character of the village over aperiod of time.

The water tank is located just on the eastern periphery of Awas gaothan. A road leads east from ajunction in
Awas gaothan (near Nagoba mandir, also listed as a part of this survey) and heads towards Alibag - Mandava
road. It hasabridge over asmall seasonal stream before heading to east. The water tank islocated 100 m to
the south of this bridge.

2.10

Other Significance

Thetank is an example of traditional water conservation strategy. It isan important element of service
infrastructure for the community. The natural terrestrial and aquatic flora and fauna provides value additions
to its heritage character. Such waterbodies help conservation of biodiversity in the region.

The water tanks are rainwater catchments and help in maintaining the ground water table and recharging of
thevillage wells. They help inimprovement of micro-climate of the region and help peripheral agriculture/
horticulture.

| (sce), Natural Heritage - A natural water body fed with live springs and surrounded by indigenous
vegetation add to the natural beauty of the place creating a distinct waterfront area for cultural activity and
recreation.

2.11|Value I(sce)
Classification

2.12|Recommended IE
Grade
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PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

3.01|Height Approx. 5 m deep
3.02|No. of Floors Not applicable
Description Problem/Thr eat Condition
3.03|Structural System |Embankment wall isin load bearing black The stone masonry isintact. Minor
basalt stone masonry. Repair
3.04|Plinth Not applicable Not applicable -
3.05|Walls A random rubble wall partly demarcates the The stone masonry isintact. Good
water tank boundary on its north and west.
3.06|Floors Not applicable Not applicable -
3.07|Stairs Not applicable Not applicable -
3.08|Openings Not applicable Not applicable -
3.09|Roof Not applicable Not applicable -
3.10|Articulation Not applicable Not applicable -
3.11|Finishes Embankment wall isin exposed black basalt The stone surface has weathered due to lack of |Minor
stone masonry. mai ntenance. Repair
3.12|Furniture Not applicable Not applicable -
3.13|Compound/Fence/ |[Not applicable Not applicable -
Gate
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt |Khambaleshwar Mandir is on its northern bank. | The old Mandir has been recently renovated Minor
/ space /out A well on its eastern bank constructed in and has idols of possible archeological Repair
buildings/ dressed black basalt stone masonry. importance.
landscape
Thelake is surrounded by good natural The tank and Mandir together have a sacred
vegetation. identity for the village and hence the tank is
protected till now. But it may get filled up in
future under the devel opment pressure.
3.15|Lighting None None -
3.16|Ventilation Not applicable Not applicable -
3.17|Electricity None None -
3.18|Water Supply A natural water body fed with live springs and |If not maintained the excessive weed growth Minor
rainwater collected during the monsoon. could destroy the water body. The water can get | Repair
contaminated due to lack of regular cleaning
and maintenance.
3.19|Plumbing & Not applicable Not applicable -
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire Not applicable Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security etc)
3.21|Incongruent There are some modifications done to the ghat, Khambal eshwar Mandir and the bund wall but no
Transformation incongruous transformations are done.
3.22|Overall The tank and its surroundings are fairly maintained.
Maintenance
Status
3.23|Overall Condition |Good

RELEVANT DETAILS

4.01|D P Remarks MMR Landuse: RTZ
4.02|Overall Problems |Two small village lanes abut the tank on its east and west leading to settlements on its south; hence it may be
& Threats affected by road widening.
Thetank isregularly used for cleaning activities (washing clothes, vehicles, etc) and religious activities (1dol
immersion etc.) thus causing pollution within the aguatic ecosystem and the surrounding natural vegetation.
4.03|Additional Notes |Large number of villageslisted in MMR Alibag region for this heritage survey have fresh water bodies.

Most of them are natural with a green periphery forming an integral part of the rura ecosystem.
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4.04|References
Books/Documents [None
WebSites None
Per sons None
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004-A-Awas-05-Khambaleshwar Water Tank

Google Location Map 001 View of the tank and Khambaleshwar Mandir

002 View of Eastern bank 003 South view of the tank

005 View of the tank from Khambaleshwar Mandir

ENVIRODESIGNERS PVT. LTD.

004 View of Western bank

Plate A
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Record Details for 006-A-Bamanoli-01-K hadtal Bridge

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 |Premise Name 006-A-Bamanoli-01-K hadtal Bridge
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City
Ward NA
Village Bamnoli
I dentification 006 A Bamanoli 01 Khadtal Bridge
1.03|Internal Reference |RA-NA-AI-NA-Ba-006 A Bamanoli 01 Khadtal Bridge
Number
1.04|CSNo NA
1.05|Street Name 1 A part of the Alibag - Mandwa - Rewas road at village Bamnoli
1.06|Street Name 2 NA
1.07|Area/ Locality Bamnoali village
1.08|Nearby landmark |NA
if any
1.09|Pin Code 402201
1.10|Current Owner PWD
1.11|Type of Owner Loca Govt.
1.12|Type of Occupancy |NA
1.13|Current Use In use for pedestrian & vehicular traffic
1.14|Type of Use Amenity
1.15|Aqge 171 years
1.16|Plot Area(sg.mt) |[NA
1.17|Built Up Area Approx. 300 Sgm
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Good
building
1.19|Grade 11
1.20|Brief Detail The bridgeis an arched structure constructed in dressed black basalt stone masonry over the Khadtal river. It
isatwin carriageway over five arched spans.
1.21|Date of Recording [2009-11-13

HISTORICAL DETAIL

2.01|Builtin Khadtal bridge was built in 1840
2.02|Extensions/ Floor
M odificationsin
2.03|Extensions/ Surface layer of RCC slab added
M odifications
Details
2.04|Earlier Name(s) Khadtal bridge
2.05|Earlier Use(s) In use for pedestrian & vehicular traffic
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2.06

Historical
Significance

Waterways was a chief mode of transport fascilitating trade before the development of internal infrastructure
like roads and bridges. Every region had multiple ports/ jetties setup at navigationally strategic and suitable
locations to contribute to this trade.

Rewas on the mouth of the pier on the Amba creek was an important intermediate port between Mumbai and
Dharamtar / Nagothane. Before the opening of the Karle khind and direct ferry services between Alibag and
Mumbai, Rewas was the only trade link for Alibag to other destinations. Alibag was directly connected to
Rewas by aroad which crossed two non perennial rivers which were difficult to ford in monsoon. One river
was at Village Bamnoli and the other at Chondi near Thal. Bridges were built at both these places to keep the
lines of communication open throughout the year.

Khadtal bridge is one of the surviving and still-in-use bridges at village Bamnoli.

Public works saw a major development upsurge during the British rule. Bridge construction being a major
component of such public utility constructions went through technological advancement.

Though not of major historical significance Khadtal bridge is afairly good example of stone masonry bridges
built during the colonial rule and hence is aprominent historical footprint in the architectural history of this
region..

207

Cultural
Significance

Rewas was an important port for trade / communication on the mouth of Amba river during the early 19th
century. Alibag and Rewas were linked by a 32 km road. Khadtal bridge and the bridge in Bamansure
village were a part of thisroad which facilitated all year round traffic.

Road networks and the bridges along these roads were developed to facilitate the maritime trade in the
coastal region. They had avery strong sociocultural relevance in the colonial times and till are aintegral
part of communication network.

2.08

Architectural
Significance

Load bearing stone masonry bridges built during the colonial rule are good examples civil works. These
were built mainly over rivers which were cutting through the road network devel oped during the British rule.
Generally these carriageways were supported by load bearing stone masonry piers or series of stone masonry
arches.

The Khadtal bridge is an arched structure constructed in dressed black basalt stone masonry over the Khadtal
river. Itisatwin carriageway over five arched spans. The bridge measures 37.50 m and each arched span is
7.50 m. The carriageway is approximately 6.0 m wide. The road above has alow (approx.1.0 m) plastered
brick masonry parapet on both the sides.

2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location : 72°52'45.54" E, 18°40'19.20" N

Bamnoli villageis atypical coastal village located just on the northern outskirts of Alibag city on Alibag -
Mandwaroad. Itisoff the main Pen - Wadakhal - Alibag road NH 4B by 4 km.

Theterrainis primarily flat consisting of numerous wadis and akoliwada. The traditional occupation of its
residentsis horticulture and fishing. The region is green with natural vegetation and plantations of coconut,
betelnut and mango trees. A calm unhurried lifestyle remains a marked character of this picturesque village
which attracts many.

Bamnoli's proximity to the developing city like Alibag has started changing its demographic and built
character. Already alarge number of seaside properties are bought by non-residents - from Mumbai and
other cities. Additionally various developers are initiating residential complexesin the region.

The village is on the threshold of urbanization. This shift has affected the townscape and its scale due to
unplanned infrastructure and built development which is not sensitive to traditional architecture and may
change the visual character of the village over a period of time.

The bridge is located to the south of Bamnoli village, where the Khadtal river passes between the
administrative borders of Varsoli and Bamnoli village. It isapart of the road connecting Alibag to Mandwa.

2.10

Other Significance

C (seh) - A part of the old trade route between Alibag and Rewas

211

Value
Classification

C(she)

212

Recommended
Grade

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

3.01

Height

Approx. 5.0 m from theriver bed

3.02

No. of Floors

N.A.

Description Problem/Threat Condition

27




3.03|Structural System |Thebridge isal oad bearing structure The bridge shows asigns of aging but isin a Minor
constructed with segmental stone arches stable condition. Repair
supported over stone piers.
3.04|Plinth Not applicable Not applicable -
3.05|Walls The bridge is constructed as a load bearing The stone masonry isintact but has weathered  |Minor
structure having piers and arches in exposed over the period. Minor Ficus plant growth is Repair
dressed black basalt stone masonry. The seen in the stone masonry joints at few places.
external surface of the archesisfinished in Salt formation is aso visible in many parts of
cement plaster asaband in elevation. the wall.
3.06|Floors The bridge top above the archesisfilled with  |Regular asphalting is done. Minor
basalt stone masonry over whichan RCC dabis Repair
laid which is finished with asphalt
3.07|Stairs Not applicable Not applicable -
3.08|Openings The bridge has five arched openings. The arch openings are structurally intact. But  |Minor
the stone masonry of the arch and piers has Repair
weathered considerably.
3.09|Roof Not applicable Not applicable -
3.10|Articulation Not applicable Not applicable -
3.11|Finishes Exposed dressed black basalt stone masonry. | The stone masonry has weathered considerably. |Minor
Repair
3.12|Furniture Not applicable Not applicable -
3.13|Compound/Fence/ [None Not applicable -
Gate
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt [None Not applicable -
/ space /out
buildings/
landscape
3.15|Lighting None Not applicable -
3.16|Ventilation Not applicable Not applicable -
3.17|Electricity None Not applicable -
3.18|Water Supply Not applicable Not applicable -
3.19|Plumbing & Not applicable Not applicable -
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire None Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security etc)
3.21|Incongruent Form: Unaltered original form

Transformation

Structure: Surface layer of RCC dab is alater addition.

3.22|Overall The bridge is fairly maintained.
Maintenance
Status

3.23|Overall Condition |Good

RELEVANT DETAILS

4.01|D P Remarks MMR Landuse: Green Zone-G1
4.02|Overall Problems |The bridgeis on the main road connecting Alibag and Mandwa. It carries heavy traffic. Many of such
& Threats masonry bridges are being replaced with new RCC bridges. Itislikely that this bridge will also face a
similar fate.
4.03|Additional Notes  |None
4.04 | References
Books/Documents | Gazette reference: http://raigad.nic.in/DG/1883/appendix_r.html#4
http://raigad.nic.in/DG/1883/trade routes.html#5
WebSites http://raigad.nic.in/DG/1883/appendix_r.html#4
http://raigad.nic.in/DG/1883/trade routes.html#5
Persons None
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Record Details for 006-A-Bamanoli-01-K hadtal Bridge

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 |Premise Name 006-A-Bamanoli-01-K hadtal Bridge
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City
Ward NA
Village Bamnoli
I dentification 006 A Bamanoli 01 Khadtal Bridge
1.03|Internal Reference |RA-NA-AI-NA-Ba-006 A Bamanoli 01 Khadtal Bridge
Number
1.04|CSNo NA
1.05|Street Name 1 A part of the Alibag - Mandwa - Rewas road at village Bamnoli
1.06|Street Name 2 NA
1.07|Area/ Locality Bamnoali village
1.08|Nearby landmark |NA
if any
1.09|Pin Code 402201
1.10|Current Owner PWD
1.11|Type of Owner Loca Govt.
1.12|Type of Occupancy |NA
1.13|Current Use In use for pedestrian & vehicular traffic
1.14|Type of Use Amenity
1.15|Aqge 171 years
1.16|Plot Area(sg.mt) |[NA
1.17|Built Up Area Approx. 300 Sgm
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Good
building
1.19|Grade 11
1.20|Brief Detail The bridgeis an arched structure constructed in dressed black basalt stone masonry over the Khadtal river. It
isatwin carriageway over five arched spans.
1.21|Date of Recording [2009-11-13

HISTORICAL DETAIL

2.01|Builtin Khadtal bridge was built in 1840
2.02|Extensions/ Floor
M odificationsin
2.03|Extensions/ Surface layer of RCC slab added
M odifications
Details
2.04|Earlier Name(s) Khadtal bridge
2.05|Earlier Use(s) In use for pedestrian & vehicular traffic
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2.06

Historical
Significance

Waterways was a chief mode of transport fascilitating trade before the development of internal infrastructure
like roads and bridges. Every region had multiple ports/ jetties setup at navigationally strategic and suitable
locations to contribute to this trade.

Rewas on the mouth of the pier on the Amba creek was an important intermediate port between Mumbai and
Dharamtar / Nagothane. Before the opening of the Karle khind and direct ferry services between Alibag and
Mumbai, Rewas was the only trade link for Alibag to other destinations. Alibag was directly connected to
Rewas by aroad which crossed two non perennial rivers which were difficult to ford in monsoon. One river
was at Village Bamnoli and the other at Chondi near Thal. Bridges were built at both these places to keep the
lines of communication open throughout the year.

Khadtal bridge is one of the surviving and still-in-use bridges at village Bamnoli.

Public works saw a major development upsurge during the British rule. Bridge construction being a major
component of such public utility constructions went through technological advancement.

Though not of major historical significance Khadtal bridge is afairly good example of stone masonry bridges
built during the colonial rule and hence is aprominent historical footprint in the architectural history of this
region..

207

Cultural
Significance

Rewas was an important port for trade / communication on the mouth of Amba river during the early 19th
century. Alibag and Rewas were linked by a 32 km road. Khadtal bridge and the bridge in Bamansure
village were a part of thisroad which facilitated all year round traffic.

Road networks and the bridges along these roads were developed to facilitate the maritime trade in the
coastal region. They had avery strong sociocultural relevance in the colonial times and till are aintegral
part of communication network.

2.08

Architectural
Significance

Load bearing stone masonry bridges built during the colonial rule are good examples civil works. These
were built mainly over rivers which were cutting through the road network devel oped during the British rule.
Generally these carriageways were supported by load bearing stone masonry piers or series of stone masonry
arches.

The Khadtal bridge is an arched structure constructed in dressed black basalt stone masonry over the Khadtal
river. Itisatwin carriageway over five arched spans. The bridge measures 37.50 m and each arched span is
7.50 m. The carriageway is approximately 6.0 m wide. The road above has alow (approx.1.0 m) plastered
brick masonry parapet on both the sides.

2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location : 72°52'45.54" E, 18°40'19.20" N

Bamnoli villageis atypical coastal village located just on the northern outskirts of Alibag city on Alibag -
Mandwaroad. Itisoff the main Pen - Wadakhal - Alibag road NH 4B by 4 km.

Theterrainis primarily flat consisting of numerous wadis and akoliwada. The traditional occupation of its
residentsis horticulture and fishing. The region is green with natural vegetation and plantations of coconut,
betelnut and mango trees. A calm unhurried lifestyle remains a marked character of this picturesque village
which attracts many.

Bamnoli's proximity to the developing city like Alibag has started changing its demographic and built
character. Already alarge number of seaside properties are bought by non-residents - from Mumbai and
other cities. Additionally various developers are initiating residential complexesin the region.

The village is on the threshold of urbanization. This shift has affected the townscape and its scale due to
unplanned infrastructure and built development which is not sensitive to traditional architecture and may
change the visual character of the village over a period of time.

The bridge is located to the south of Bamnoli village, where the Khadtal river passes between the
administrative borders of Varsoli and Bamnoli village. It isapart of the road connecting Alibag to Mandwa.

2.10

Other Significance

C (seh) - A part of the old trade route between Alibag and Rewas
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Value
Classification

C(she)

212

Recommended
Grade

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

3.01

Height

Approx. 5.0 m from theriver bed

3.02

No. of Floors

N.A.

Description Problem/Threat Condition
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3.03|Structural System |Thebridge isal oad bearing structure The bridge shows asigns of aging but isin a Minor
constructed with segmental stone arches stable condition. Repair
supported over stone piers.
3.04|Plinth Not applicable Not applicable -
3.05|Walls The bridge is constructed as a load bearing The stone masonry isintact but has weathered  |Minor
structure having piers and arches in exposed over the period. Minor Ficus plant growth is Repair
dressed black basalt stone masonry. The seen in the stone masonry joints at few places.
external surface of the archesisfinished in Salt formation is aso visible in many parts of
cement plaster asaband in elevation. the wall.
3.06|Floors The bridge top above the archesisfilled with  |Regular asphalting is done. Minor
basalt stone masonry over whichan RCC dabis Repair
laid which is finished with asphalt
3.07|Stairs Not applicable Not applicable -
3.08|Openings The bridge has five arched openings. The arch openings are structurally intact. But  |Minor
the stone masonry of the arch and piers has Repair
weathered considerably.
3.09|Roof Not applicable Not applicable -
3.10|Articulation Not applicable Not applicable -
3.11|Finishes Exposed dressed black basalt stone masonry. | The stone masonry has weathered considerably. |Minor
Repair
3.12|Furniture Not applicable Not applicable -
3.13|Compound/Fence/ [None Not applicable -
Gate
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt [None Not applicable -
/ space /out
buildings/
landscape
3.15|Lighting None Not applicable -
3.16|Ventilation Not applicable Not applicable -
3.17|Electricity None Not applicable -
3.18|Water Supply Not applicable Not applicable -
3.19|Plumbing & Not applicable Not applicable -
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire None Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security etc)
3.21|Incongruent Form: Unaltered original form

Transformation

Structure: Surface layer of RCC dab is alater addition.

3.22|Overall The bridge is fairly maintained.
Maintenance
Status

3.23|Overall Condition |Good

RELEVANT DETAILS

4.01|D P Remarks MMR Landuse: Green Zone-G1
4.02|Overall Problems |The bridgeis on the main road connecting Alibag and Mandwa. It carries heavy traffic. Many of such
& Threats masonry bridges are being replaced with new RCC bridges. Itislikely that this bridge will also face a
similar fate.
4.03|Additional Notes  |None
4.04 | References
Books/Documents | Gazette reference: http://raigad.nic.in/DG/1883/appendix_r.html#4
http://raigad.nic.in/DG/1883/trade routes.html#5
WebSites http://raigad.nic.in/DG/1883/appendix_r.html#4
http://raigad.nic.in/DG/1883/trade routes.html#5
Persons None
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Record Detailsfor 016-A-Chari-03-Patil House

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 [Premise Name 016-A-Chari-03-Patil House
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City
Ward
Village Chari
I dentification 016AChari03
1.03|Internal Reference |RA-AI-Ch-016AChari03
Number
1.04|CSNo 3
1.05|Street Name 1 Main village street
1.06|Street Name 2 NA
1.07|Area/ Locality Chari village
1.08|Nearby landmark |None
if any
1.09|Pin Code 402108
1.10|Current Owner Freehold
1.11|Type of Owner Private
1.12|Type of Occupancy |Owner occupied
1.13|Current Use Occupied as a private residence owned by ajoint family.
1.14|Type of Use Residentia
1.15|Age 100 years
1.16|Plot Area(sg.mt) |[Approx. 40,000 Sgm
1.17(Built Up Area Approx. 324 Sgm
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Major Repair
building
1.19|Grade 11
1.20|Brief Detail Thisresidential building adheres to the simplicity of traditional coastal architecture.

It isadiscreet, well proportioned ground + one upper storied building with central pyramidal sloping roof
above the upper floor and lean to roof on the verandas on the ground floor. The size and scale of the building
is bigger than the average traditional residential house in the village, yet blends with its natural surroundings.
It hasits distinct identity due to its upper floor. Locally such ahouse istermed as madiche ghar (two storied
house). (photo no. 001, 002, 003, 004 and 005)

121

Date of Recording

2010-05-13

HISTORICAL DETAIL

201

Built in

Built around mid-19th century

2.02

Extensions/
M odificationsin

Additions to the main structure in the 20th century.
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2.03

Extensions
M odifications
Details

A shop has been added to the southeast corner of the premises touching the existing building. Some service
spaces such as bathrooms / wash area have been added at ground floor on the east face of the building.

2.04

Earlier Name(s)

Patkar House (Savkar house)

2.05

Earlier Use(s)

Private residence

2.06

Historical
Significance

The Wada architecture in Maharashtrais a distinctive style for residential architecture & lifestyle of the upper
class. The styleisan amalgamation of architectural features from Mughal, Rajasthan, Gujarat and Persian
mansions which evolved during Peshwa period (1740-1850) and was in practice ill late 19th century. Even
residences built in the early 20th century reflect the wada architecture though not in its pure form.

Local materias, construction techniques & occupation based improvisations saw a distinct climate-
responsive domestic or residential architecture style unique to the bio-geographical regions of Maharashtra.
Patil house is among such examples which showcases blend of various influences blended with practical
requisites.

2.07

Cultural
Significance

The traditional residential enclaves such as Haveli, Wada or similar houses are important socio-cultural units
in Indian subcontinent. They reflect social fabric of the community. These are examples of the 18th century
houses whose planning reflects domestic life, family structure and social life of the people of bygone era.

Thishouseisatypical design of an affluent class/ Savkar. residence. It isapart of the neighborhood of
savkar and brahmin community. Post the Tenancy Act (kul kayada) many savkars lost their propertiesto
their local tenants. This Patil house which was earlier owned by a savkar is one of the few survivors of that
period which marks the important period of socio- economic transition in India.

2.08

Architectural
Significance

A regional domestic style of wada architecture in Konkan region typically consists of alarge main structure
of one or two storey with group of rooms arranged around central living room called magjghar; front and rear
lowered aisles known as padavi; adjacent set of rooms that included kitchen, storage, maternity room,
devghar etc. The main structure would be surrounded by prominent entrance gate, cattle shed, servant's
quarters, granary and a personal religious place such astulsi vrundawan.

Patil house is one of such examples. However it isalocal version of this style which adheresto the
simplicity of traditional coastal architecture.

It isadiscreet, well proportioned ground + one upper storied building. It isaload bearing structure with
central pyramidal sloping roof above the upper floor and lean to roof on the verandahs on the ground floor.
The size and scale of the building is bigger than the average traditional residential house in the village, yet
blends with its natural surroundings. It hasits distinct identity due to its upper floor. Locally such ahouseis
termed as madiche ghar (two storied house). (photo no. 001, 002, 003, 004 and 005)

These type of houses are bigger and more expensive and generally owned by affluent individuals known as
savkars (landlord / kul). Hence 'madiche ghar' is symbolically associated with the affluent class.

The planis simple. The ground and the upper floor have central rooms around which verandas or balconies
are arranged with grilles or large windows.

The central square on the ground floor acts as the formal living room. The surrounding verandahs acted as
extensions to this core with interconnecting doors or openings. The main formal entrance is from the
verandah facing the street thus acting as an entrance verandah. The verandas on the sides act as extensions/
passages or sometimes as semi-enclosed ancillary rooms such as a home-office or store. The verandah at the
extreme end is used as a kitchen and for other services. The central room on the upper floor acts as a private
room with verandahs / bal conies around it.

2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location : 72°58'16.58" E, 18°42'00.99" N

Chari isan inland village centrally located in the MMR of Alibag taluka. It is off the Pen-Wadakhal - Alibag
road NH 4B by 2 km from the junction west of Pezari village. Pezari villageis 14 km from Alibag on NH
4B. Theterrainis primarily flat consisting of numerous wadis or settlements surrounded by agricultural land.

Paddy cultivation is the traditional occupation of this village. Located away from the coast and primarily of
agricultural nature, thisvillage is not affected by external influences. However the village population has
increased exponentially which has lead to redevel opment of residences at a scale which is not appropriate to
traditional architecture and may change the visual character of the village over a period of time.

Patil house islocated on avillage street 500 meters off the road from Pezari near Ram Mandir. The house
has its own wadi admeasuring approximately 200 m x 200 m. The house is located in the gaothan area
amidst a neighbourhood of Brahmin community approx 5.0 m away from the existing street boundary. The
street is about 4.0 m wide and |eads from the northern part of the village to its southern satellite settlements.

2.10

Other Significance

A (arc) - Madiche ghar, the house with an upper floor, is an almost well preserved example of traditional
architecture of the affluent class.

C (seh) - The Patil house which was earlier owned by a savkar is one of the few survivors of an important
socio-economic period in India.

211

Value
Classification

A(arc),C(she)

212

Recommended
Grade

Il
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PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

3.01|Height Approx. 8 mtill the ridge.
3.02|No. of Floors ground+1 upper storey
Description Problem/Thr eat Condition
3.03|Structural System |Thehouse (18 m x 18 min plan) isacomposite| The house shows signs of aging but isin a Minor
structure with wooden post and beam frame and | stable condition. Repair
load bearing walls. The wooden posts are
embedded in black basalt stone chairs which
form part of the plinth.
3.04|Plinth The plinth is made of dressed black basalt stone | The stone plinth and top moulding show signs  Minor
masonry and is approx. 0.75 min height. of aging but arein intact condition. Repair
3.05|Walls Thewalls arein load bearing brick masonry Thejoints between masonry wall and wooden |[Magjor
finished with lime plaster both internally and | posts are opened up at few places. Repair
externally.
External plaster on the walls has stripped off
due to weathering at many places thus exposing
the brick
masonry. Rising dampnessis observed in the
masonry at the plinth level.
3.06|Floors The ground floor is finished in IPS on the Dueto lack of regular maintenance, flooring has|Major
consolidated earthen base. Thefirst floor has | cracked and chipped off at several places. Repair
wooden boarding over wooden joists and beams
finished with IPS. Wooden ceiling of the ground floor is sagging
due weight of thefirst floor flooring.
3.07|Stairs A straight flight wooden staircase located to the |1t isin fairly good condition but lacks regular  |Good
north of the building connects the entrance maintenance.
verandah on the ground floor to the verandah on
thefirst floor. The staircase has wooden treads
and risers and a carved handrail supported on
wooden posts. Carved wooden newel posts
decorate both the ends of the staircase. The
staircase climbs internal height of about 4 m.
(photo no.012, 016).
3.08|Openings The large external openingsto the verandahs | The teak wood doors and windows are Major
and balconies have vertical wrought iron bars  |structurally in good condition but are painted  |Repair

embedded within the wooden frame.

The whole house has alarge number of doors,
windows and grills, facilitating natural light and
ventilation.

All the door frames are in teakwood. Most of
them have wooden double panel shutters. The
internal doors have similar design except that
they have large ventilators above with vertical
wrought iron bars embedded in their wooden
frames. Window sizes vary but have similar
design. (photo no.015)

The French windows on the first floor are one
of the distinctive features of this house. These
windows are large and about 1.8 min height.
The window has a wooden frame split in two
parts by amullion in between. Both the halves
have individual double shuttersand a grill is
located within the frame of the lower opening.
Internally these window openings have a semi
circular arch built into the walls. (photo no.013.
015)

with abominable il paint. Regular
maintenance is lacking.

Many of the wrought iron bars of the windows
arerusted.
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3.09|Roof The roof has wooden trusses and is covered Roof of the main house isin stable condition Major
with Mangaloretiles. A central pyramidal roof |but has not been cleaned and repaired for many |Repair
coversthefirst floor, whereas the verandahs on |years. Moss and lichen growth was observed
the ground floor have simple lean to roof with  |on lower ends of the ridges. The facia board
wide overhangs over the external walls. A has weathered considerably and is broken at
simple wooden fascia runs along the periphery | many places.
of the roof.
3.10|Articulation The external wall face is decorated with Due to inadequate maintenance and also dueto [Magjor
columns in stucco with simple detailing misuse the el egant features are deteriorating and | Repair
influenced by colonial style of architecture. may vanish over the period.
(photo n0.001) Internal face of the walls have
niches placed at regular intervals. The paint-
work of interiors on the first floor is worth
noticing because of its decorative style. (photo
no. 009. 010, 011, 013)
3.11|Finishes Walls: Lime plaster with paint. Traditional finishes such aslime plaster, Major
Flooring: IPS wooden polishing and cow dung flooring are  [Repair
Doors + Windows. Teakwood oil painted totally replaced by cement plaster, oil paint and
IPS flooring. But these finishes also have
deteriorated.
3.12|Furniture Nothing of significance. Not applicable -
3.13|Compound/Fence/ |The whole property is demarcated by asimple |The compound wall is stable but lacks Minor
Gate brick compound wall finished in cement plaster | maintenance. Repair
and paint.
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt [None Not applicable -
/ space /out
buildings/
landscape
3.15|Lighting Natural / Artificial None Good
3.16|Ventilation Natural / Artificial Few of the ventilator openings are either Minor
blocked or not used regularly. Repair
3.17|Electricity MSEB None Good
3.18|Water Supply The house has a private well. Supply lines are in need of regular maintenance. |Minor
Repair
3.19|Plumbing & Satisfactory None Good
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire None Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security etc)
3.21|Incongruent Form: The original form of the building is maintained except afew additions and alterations.

Transformation

A shop has been added to the southeast corner of the premises touching the existing building. Some service
spaces such as bathrooms / wash area have been added on the ground floor on the east face of the building.

Structure: The original structure remains unaltered externally but has undergone many internal addition and
aterations to suit the user's needs.

Articulation & Finishes: The floor which was originally hand compacted earth finished with a cattle dung
slurry is now changed to | PS.

3.22|Overall The house is structurally stable and its overall maintenance needs attention.
Maintenance
Status

3.23|Overall Condition [Magjor Repair

RELEVANT DETAILS

4.01|D P Remarks MMR Landuse: Green Zone-G2
4.02 gv% all Ii’roblems The village street abuts the Patil house premises on its west which may be affected by road widening
reats
4.03|Additional Notes | Thishouseis partialy closed due to family disputes. Hence entry to the central core and many rooms was
not available and interior details could not be recorded.
4.04 |References
Books/Documents [None
WebSites None
Persons Mahadev Sakharam Patil, resident of the house was interviewed.
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016-A-Chari-03-Patil House

Google Location Map

002 Street view- South West corner of the house

004 North East corner view

ENVIRODESIGNERS PVT. LTD.

001 Street view- North West corner of Patil house

003 West verandah at the ground floor

005 East view

Plate A
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016-A-Chari-03-Patil House

006 Entrance door in the verandah

009 Staircase corridor on the first
floor

011 Painted motif band on the first
floor verandah walls

014 Typical wooden door with double
shutter and ventilator above

ENVIRODESIGNERS PVT. LTD.

007 Verandah grill

010 Window and konada (niche) in
the West side wall of the first floor
verandah with the painted
ornamental motifs

Plate B

008 Interior view of the entrance
verandah

012 Internal staircase with the 013 West verandah on the first floor- Internal view
wooden railing and ornate newel ‘A"
post

015 Typical window in first floor verandah

016 Wooden staircase view from the
ground floor
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Record Detailsfor 022-A-Dhokawade-01-Dhokawade Water Tank

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 [Premise Name 022-A-Dhokawade-01-Dhokawade Water Tank
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City NA
Ward NA
Village Dhokawade
I dentification 022 A Dhokawade 01 Dhokawade Water Tank
1.03|Internal Reference |RA-AI-Dh-022_A_ Dhokawade 01 Dhokawade Tank
Number
1.04|CSNo NA
1.05|Street Name 1 Alibag Mandavaroad
1.06|Street Name 2 Road |eading to village Dhokawade
1.07|Area/ Locality Dhokawade village
1.08|Nearby landmark |Mandava jetty
if any
1.09|Pin Code 402205
1.10|Current Owner Grampanchayat
1.11|Type of Owner Loca Govt.
1.12|Type of Occupancy |NA
1.13|Current Use Water body used for domestic and cultural use
1.14|Type of Use Recreational, religious and domestic.
1.15|Age Not known
1.16|Plot Area (sg.mt) 36000 sg m (44000 sq m inclusive of peripheral road and green belt.
1.17(Built Up Area 36000 sg m
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Good
building
1.19|Grade IE
1.20|Brief Detail This ngtéjtral water body isroughly rectangular in shape. It has a peripheral road al around with a dense
green belt.
1.21|Date of Recording [2009-11-13
HISTORICAL DETAIL
2.01|Builtin Not known
2.02|Extensions/ 20th century
M odificationsin
2.03|Extensions/ The form of tank is unaltered but at some places chain-link fencing has been added above embankment wall.
Modifications
Details
2.04|Earlier Name(s) Not known
2.05|Earlier Use(s) Religious and Cultural water body.
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2.06

Historical
Significance

Raigad district, within and beyond MM R boundaries, has alarge number of water bodies - lakes, ponds,
tanks, wells and step-wells. It seems that the rainwater and surface water conservation has been the tradition
of thisregion. This could be due to low groundwater availability or salinity concernsin the coastal villages
and swift run-off during the monsoon months due to steep terrain.

Thistrend of preserving natural water bodies and constructing new ones seems to have originated during the
Peshwa period as part of socio-political responsibilities. Later thistrend continued during the British rule
and and almost vanished post-Independence.

Considering the global water shortage and struggles of today, these water bodies need to be protected and
revived. The Dhokawade tank is an integral part of this water conservation legacy of Raigad district and an
important natural heritage which deserves conservation.

2.07

Cultural
Significance

The water bodies were mostly associated with religious and cultural buildings. They were an integral part of
therituals, traditions and folklore. These water bodies were also witness to social change through history.

Customs and stories make it sacrosanct, thus maintaining a tangible link between the community and the
natural world around it.

These water tanks were created as complementary source to the existing wells supplying fresh water. Most
of these water bodies are natural with green surroundings and support the indigenous flora - fauna. They
play an important role in nature conservation and hence are of socio-cultural importance. They are also one
of the scenic placesin villages and have high recreation value through generations.

2.08

Architectural
Significance

During the 16th century the main occupation of the majority population was farming and these farms were
spread around the main village. The Maratha rulers encouraged digging of wells and also sponsored the
creation of public water bodies and reservoirs. These were called in Marathi as'Gav Tale'. Examples of such
village tanks and ponds are found in majority of the villages in the Konkan belt.

Dhokawade water tank isasimilar water body on the outskirts of Dhokawade village. It isa natural water
body, roughly rectangular in shape. It admeasures approx. 200 m x 180 m and is about 6 m deep. (refer
photo no. 001, 005, 006)

The tank embankment is protected by a stone bund wall. It has a peripheral road al around with a dense
green belt of approx. 10 m width (refer photo no. 002 and 003)

The surrounding trees add to the scenic beauty of the tank thus creating serene environment. The tank and
neighbouring Goteshwar Mandir together create a sacred identity for the village.

2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location : 72°53'06.76" E, 18°46'09.69" N

Dhokawade is asmall village located in the interiors of the northern fringes of the MMR of Alibag. Itis off
the Alibag - Mandawa road by approximately 1 km to the west of Mandawa jetty. It isapproximately 4 km
south of Mandawa jetty which is directly connected to Mumbai harbour.

Theterrain is primarily flat and the village is surrounded by agricultural land. The village has alot of natural
vegetation. The village is formed of many scattered settlements and the traditional occupation of its residents
is agriculture, horticulture and fishing. A calm and nonchalant lifestyle is the characteristic of thisvillage.

Although away from the coast its proximity to Mandawa and a picturesque coastal village like Sasavane has
attracted many city dwellers. A large number of village properties are owned by non-residents from Mumbai
and other cities who maintain these properties as farm houses. The village population has increased
exponentially which has led to the redevelopment of residences to the scale not appripriate to the traditional
architecture and therefore may change the visual character of the village and its natural greenery over a
period of time.

The water tank is located on the northern outskirts of the village. 1t is mostly surrounded by agricultural land
on al thesides. A few residential plots have aso sprung up along some parts of the periphery across the
road. The Goteshwar Mandir is on its northern periphery. (refer photo no. 004)

2.10

Other Significance

| (sce), Natural Heritage - A natural water body fed with live springs and surrounded by indigenous
vegetation add to the natural beauty of the place creating a distinct waterfront areafor cultural activity and
recreation.

Thetank is an example of traditional water conservation strategy. It isan important element of service
infrastructure for the community. The natural terrestrial and aquatic flora and fauna provides value additions
to its heritage character. Such water bodies help conservation of biodiversity in the region.

Water tanks are rain water catchments and help in maintaining the ground water table and recharging of
village wells. They help in improvement of micro climate of the region and help peripheral agriculture/
horticulture.

2.11|Value I(sce)
Classification

2.12|Recommended IE
Grade
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PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

3.01|Height Approximately 6 m deep
3.02|No. of Floors Not applicable
Description Problem/Thr eat Condition
3.03|Structural System |Embankment wall isin The stone masonry isintact. Good
load bearing black basalt stone.
3.04|Plinth Not applicable Not applicable -
3.05|Walls The tank has peripheral The stone masonry isintact. Good
retaining wallsin coursed, dressed black basalt
stone masonry.
3.06|Floors Not applicable Not applicable -
3.07|Stairs Not applicable Not applicable -
3.08| Openings Not applicable Not applicable -
3.09|Roof Not applicable Not applicable -
3.10]Articulation Not applicable Not applicable -
3.11|Finishes Not applicable Not applicable -
3.12|Furniture Not applicable Not applicable -
3.13|Compound/Fence/ |The peripheral road acts as a boundary of the  |Area of the tank may be affected by road Good
Gate tank. widening.
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt |A recently renovated Goteshwar Mandir abuts | The tank and Mandir together have a sacred Good
/ space /out the tank on its north. identity for the village and hence the tank is
buildings/ spared from the reclamation. 1t may get filled
landscape The lake is surrounded by dense natural in future under the devel opment pressure.
vegetation.
3.15|Lighting None None -
3.16|Ventilation Not applicable Not applicable -
3.17|Electricity None None -
3.18|Water Supply A natural water body fed with live springs and |If not maintained regularly the excessive weed |Minor
rainwater collected during the rainy season. growth could affect the water body. The water |Repair
may get
contaminated due to lack of regular cleaning
and maintenance.
3.19|Plumbing & Not applicable Not applicable -
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire Not applicable Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security etc)
3.21|Incongruent At some places chain-link fencing has been added above the embankment wall.
Transformation
3.22|Overall Thetank isfairly maintained.
Maintenance
Status
3.23|Overall Condition |Good

RELEVANT DETAILS

4.01|D P Remarks MMR Landuse: RTZ
4.02|Overall Problems |A peripheral road marks the boundary of the tank. Thisroad isapart of the road linking the village to main
& Threats Alibag - Mandawa road and also to Sasavane village and the tank may be affected by road widening.

Thetank isregularly used for cleaning (washing clothes, vehicles, etc) and religious activities (Idol
immersion) which pollute the tank and its aguatic and surrounding terrestrial ecosystems.

4.03|Additional Notes |Large number of the villageslisted in the MMR Alibag region for this heritage survey have fresh water
bodies. Most of them are natural with green periphery forming an integral part of the rural ecosystem.

4.04|References
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Books/Documents |None
WebSites None
Per sons None
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022-A-Dhokawade-01-Dhokawade Water Tank

Google Location Map 001 General view of the tank

002 Peripheral road along Western bank 003 Peripheral road along Southern bank

005 View of the lake looking towards North

006 View of the lake looking towards South

ENVIRODESIGNERS PVT. LTD.

004 Goteshwar Mandir

Plate A

a4



Record Details for 032-A-Hashiwar e-01-Navigation Beacon

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 |Premise Name 032-A-Hashiware-01-Navigation Beacon
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City NA
Ward NA
Village Hashiware
I dentification 032 A Hashiware 01 Navigation Beacon
1.03|Internal Reference |RA-AI-NA-NA-Ha032_A_ Hashiware 01 Navigation Beacon
Number
1.04|CSNo 292
1.05|Street Name 1 Dirt track from Hashiware village
1.06|Street Name 2 None
1.07|Area/ Locality I—:ci Irl]plfk to the west of Hashiware village. This hillock forms the northeastern flank of the Kankeshwar range
of hills.
1.08(Nearby landmark |None
if any
1.09(Pin Code 402201
1.10|Current Owner Maharashtra Maritime Board
1.11|Type of Owner State Govt.
1.12|Type of Occupancy |NA
1.13|Current Use None
1.14|Type of Use Utility
1.15|Age Approximately 200 years
1.16|Plot Area(sg.mt) |[NA
1.17|Built Up Area 20sgm
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Good
building
1.19|Grade I
1.20|Brief Detail The tower islocated at the top of the hillock and rises sharply above the surrounding dense scrub vegetation.
(photo no.001)
The tower is reminiscent of maritime architecture (like alight house) in Alibag region.
1.21|Date of Recording [2009-11-13

HISTORICAL DETAIL

2.01|Builtin The Navigation Beacon was built in the 18th century.
2.02|Extensions/ None

M odificationsin
2.03|Extensions/ None

M odifications

Details
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2.04|Earlier Name(s) Hashiware Navigation Beacon
2.05|Earlier Use(s) Navigation beacon
2.06|Historical Waterways was a chief mode of transport facilitating trade before the development of internal infrastructure
Significance like roads and bridges. The maritime trade was highly active in this region during the early 18th century.
The navigation between the sea and the creeks/ rivers was difficult in early days. These navigation beacons
were constructed to assist / guide navigation.
The naval beacon at Hashiware was constructed to guide the vessel s navigating between the ocean and
Dharamtar / Ambariver.
2.07|Cultural The beacon was developed to facilitate the maritime trade in this coastal region. In the times when no other
Significance modes of communication were available, these navigational beacons must have had a very strong socio-
cultural relevance.
2.08|Architectural The tower is reminiscent of maritime architecture. The tower although placed on arelatively small hillock, it

Significance

isstrategically located so that it is distinctly visible from the sea, across the harbour and the surrounding
region. The top of the tower commands excellent view in al directions e.g. Gharapuri, Karanje, Rewas and
Uran to the north, Dharamtar creek / Ambariver and Karnalafort to the east, Kankeshwar to the south,
Mandwa to the nNorthwest.

The tower isasimple cylindrical load bearing structure constructed in black basalt stone masonry with an
outer diameter of about 4 m, inner diameter of 3 m and the height of approximately 15 m.

2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location : 72°56'06.49" E, 18°46'13.03" N

Hashiware is a small village located aong the coast on the northeastern fringe of Alibag taluka of MMR. It
is off the main Pen - Wadkhal - Alibag road NH4B by 8.5 km viaKarle khind. The terrain is primarily flat
with agricultural land to its north and south and marshy land to its east. The traditional occupation of its
residentsis agriculture and fishing.

A calm unhurried lifestyle remains a marked character of thisvillage. Located in arelatively remote region
of Alibag talukait does not attract tourists or city dwellers. However the village population has increased
exponentially which has led to redevelopment which is not appropriate to traditional architecture and may
change the visual character of the village over a period of time.

The navigation beacon is located on a hillock to the west of Hashiware village. This hillock formsthe
northeastern flank of the Kankeshwar range of hills. It isaccessed only by afoot track starting at the
northern outskirts of the village leading westwards through scrub vegetation. A stretch of about 3 km with
gradual ascend leads to the top of the hillock where this beacon tower islocated. It is at a height of about 180
m above MSL.

2.10

Other Significance

The Beacon is now abandoned asits original useis defunct. However it isan important link in the history of
navigation and also the economic history of the surrounding region. The structure definitely needs
preservation maybe through re-use, so that it is not totally lost to the future generations.

A similar naval beacon exists near Mandwa jetty which would guide the vessels navigating through
Dharamtar / Ambariver.

A (his) - A navigation beacon for guiding vessels especially during the day time. The beacon guided not only
the large vessels, but also small boats supporting the fishing occupation of the region.

C (seh) - Animportant part of maritime trade and history. The beacons have become redundant as far as
their original usage but are important milestones in socioeconomic history.

2.11|Value A(his),C(she)
Classification
2.12|Recommended I
Grade
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
3.01|Height Approx. 15m
3.02|No. of Floors NA
Description Problem/Threat Condition
3.03|Structural System |Thetower is constructed as aload bearing The tower shows asigns of aging but isin a Good
structure with roughly dressed ashlar masonry. |stable condition.
3.04|Plinth The tower beacon has a circular plinth of black |Vegetation growth surrounding the plinth is Good

basalt stone 0.15 m high above the surrounding |harmful for the structure.
ground level.
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3.05|Walls The entire tower isin exposed dressed ashlar Minor Ficus plant growth is seen near the joint | Good
masonry. The tower is hollow from within and |of the rim and wall of the tower.
the wall thicknessis about 0.50 m. Thetop has
aprojected rim in stone. Salt formation is aso visible in many parts of
the wall.
3.06|Floors The floor at the base of the tower was probably |Original flooring is not visible currently Major
made up of cobbled black basalt stones (photo  |because it is covered with sand. Repair
no.007)
3.07|Stairs Cast iron rungs are embedded on the inner face |Cast iron rungs are in corroded condition. Minor
of the tower which act as aladder leading to the Repair
top of the tower. (photo no.003, 004)
3.08|Openings The tower is accessed by asinglerectangular  [None Good
opening placed at a height of about 2 m from
the surrounding ground level. It isapproached
by cast iron rungs embedded on the outer face
of thewall.
3.09|Roof The tower is an open to sky structure and has no|Not applicable -
roof (Photo no.004)
3.10|Articulation None Thereis no significant articulation. However -
the tower culminatesinto arim. It is made up
of simple stone moulding.
3.11|Finishes Walls - Roughly dressed ashlar masonry Walls have white oil paint stains on the exterior. | Minor
Repair
The stone masonry has weathered considerably.
3.12|Furniture None Not applicable -
3.13|Compound/Fence/ [None Not applicable -
Gate
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt [None Not applicable -
/ space /out
buildings/
landscape
3.15|Lighting Natural Not applicable -
3.16|Ventilation Not applicable Not applicable -
3.17|Electricity None Not applicable -
3.18|Water Supply None Not applicable -
3.19|Plumbing & None Not applicable -
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire None Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security €etc)
3.21|Incongruent Form: Original form unaltered

Transformation

Structure: Original structure unatered

3.22|Overall The tower isin abandoned state.
M aintenance
Status

3.23|Overall Condition |Good

RELEVANT DETAILS

4.01|D P Remarks Green Zone-G2
4.02|Overall Problems |The structureislocated on a hillock away from any immediate human settlement. Private properties around
& Threats it will soon be developed which may affect its access and whose built forms may be contradictory to the
visual form of the tower.
4.03|Additional Notes  |None
4.04 |References
Books/Documents |E-edition Kolaba district 2006-
http://www.maharashtra.gov.in/english/gazetteer/ K OLABA/home.html
WebSites None
Per sons None
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032-A-Hashiware-01-Navigation Beacon

Google Location Map

002 Exterior view of the tower

005 Tower entrance and the surrounding
terrain

ENVIRODESIGNERS PVT. LTD.

Plate A

001 North West view of Navigation beacon from foothills

003 Access to the opening 004 Internal view

006 Rim of the tower

007 Internal floor
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032-A-Hashiware-01-Navigation Beacon

008 View towards North East (Mandwa and Arabian sea beyond)

010 Hashiware village

ENVIRODESIGNERS PVT. LTD.

009 Rewas and Karanja hill

011 Kankeshwar hills

Plate B
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Record Detailsfor 032-A-Hashiwar e-02-Hashiware Water Tank

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 [Premise Name 032-A-Hashiware-02-Hashiware Water Tank
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City NA
Ward NA
Village Hashiware
I dentification 032 A Hashiware 02 Hashiware Water Tank
1.03(Internal Reference |RA-AI-NA-NA-Ha-032_A_Hashiware 02_Water_Tank
Number
1.04|CSNo 292
1.05|Street Name 1 Rewas - Karle Khind road
1.06|Street Name 2 None
1.07|Area/ Locality Hashiware Village
1.08|Nearby landmark |None
if any
1.09|Pin Code 402201
1.10|Current Owner Grampanchayat
1.11|Type of Owner Loca Govt.
1.12|Type of Occupancy |NA
1.13|Current Use Water body used for domestic and cultural use
1.14|Type of Use Recreational and domestic
1.15|Age NA
1.16|Plot Area(sg.mt) [4000sgm
1.17(Built Up Area 4000 sqgm
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Good
building
1.19|Grade IE
1.20|Brief Detail Hashiware water tank is a natural water body on the western outskirts of Hashiware village. It is roughly
pentagonal in shape.
The tank embankment is protected by abund wall. A well islocated on its southern fringe and its eastern
periphery islined with large trees.
1.21|Date of Recording [2010-05-13
HISTORICAL DETAIL
2.01|Builtin Not known
2.02|Extensions/ Periphery and western boundary.
M odificationsin
2.03|Extensions/ A bund wall added all along its periphery without any aterationsin the form of the lake. Ghat is constructed

M odifications
Details

along its western boundary abutting the road (refer photo no. 005 and 006)
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2.04

Earlier Name(s)

Hashiware Tank

2.05

Earlier Use(s)

In use as domestic and recreationa water body

2.06

Historical
Significance

Raigad district, within and beyond MM R boundaries, has alarge number of water bodies - lakes, ponds,
tanks and wells - step wells. It seems rainwater and surface water conservation through collection has been a
tradition of thisregion. This could be possibly due to low ground-water availability or salinity concernsin the
coastal villages. Thistrend of preserving natural water bodies and constructing new ones seems to have
originated during the Peshwa period as part of socio-political responsibilities and patronage. Later this trend
seems to have continued during the British rule and died during the I ndependence struggle.

Considering the water shortage and struggles of today, these water bodies need to be protected and revived.
The Hashiware water tank isan integral part of this water conservation legacy of Raigad district and an
important natural heritage and hence deserves conservation.

2.07

Cultural
Significance

The water bodies were mostly associated with religious and cultural buildings. They were an integral part of
the rituals, traditions and folklore. These water bodies were also witness to social change through history.

Customs and stories make it sacrosanct, thus maintaining a tangible link between the community and the
natural world around it.

These water tanks were created as complementary source to the existing wells supplying fresh water. Most of
these water bodies are natural with green surroundings and support the indigenous flora - fauna. They play an
important role in nature conservation, forming an integral part of the rural ecosystem and hence are of socio-
cultural importance. They are also one of the scenic places in the villages and have high recreation value
through generations.

2.08

Architectural
Significance

During 16th century and even before that, main occupation of the majority population was farming and these
farms were spread around the main village. The Maratha rulers encouraged digging of wells aswell as
funded such public water tanks and reservoirs. These were called in Marathi as'Gav Tale'. Many times, the
local Jahgirdar also built large water bodies for the use of the villages. Examples of such village tanks, lakes
and ponds are found in mgjority of villages situated in the Konkan belt.

Hashiware water tank isa similar water body on the outskirts of Hashiware village. This natural water body
isroughly pentagonal in shape. It admeasures approx. 80 m x 60 m across its center and is about 3to 4 m
deep. (refer photo no. 001 and 002) The tank embankment is protected by abund wall. A circular well in the
stone masonry is located on southern fringe of the tank. The well isin regular use by the villagers for water
(refer photo no. 004). A newly constructed ghat steps down to the tank from its West side.

Dense natural vegetation surrounds the tank creating a serene ambiance.

2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location : 72°56'33.36" E, 18°46'06.34" N

Hashiware is asmall village located along the coast on the North-East fringes of MMR Alibag region. Itis
off the main Pen - Wadakhal - Alibag road NH 4B and 8.5 km away via Karle khind. The Ambariver is
about 3.5 km from Hashiware village.

It islocated between the foothills of the Kankeshwar range of hills at its West and Rewas mangroves near the
mouth of the Ambariver onits East. The terrainis primarily flat but with a diverse combination of the land.
Agricultural land is located towards its North and South whereas marshy land isto its East. The traditional
occupation of its residentsis agriculture and fishing.

The calm and nonchalant lifestyle remains amarked character of thisvillage. Being located in arelatively
remote location of Alibag taluka, it does not attract tourists or city dwellers. However the village population
has increased exponentially which has led to redevel opment of residences at a scale. The development is not
sensitive to or not in keeping with to traditional architecture therefore, the visual character of the village may
change over aperiod of time.

The water tank is located on the North- West outskirts of the village. It is situated at the junction of the
Rewas - Karle khind road and the road leading into Hashiware village. It is surrounded by residential plots on
al the sides.

2.10

Other Significance

Thetank is an example of traditional water conservation strategy. It is an important element of service
infrastructure for the community. The natural terrestrial and aquatic flora-fauna provides value additions to
its heritage character. Such waterbodies help conservation of biodiversity in the region.

The water tanks are rain water catchments and help in maintaining the ground water table and recharging of
the village wells. They help in improvement of micro climate of the region and help peripheral agriculture/
horticulture.

| (sce), Natural Heritage - A natural water body fed with live springs and surrounded by indigenous
vegetation add to the natural beauty of the place creating a distinct waterfront area for cultural activity and
recreation.

2.11|Value I(sce)
Classification

2.12|Recommended IE
Grade
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PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

3.01|Height Approx. 5to 6 m deep
3.02|No. of Floors Not applicable
Description Problem/Thr eat Condition
3.03|Structural System |Embankment wall isin The stone masonry isintact but has weathered |Minor
load bearing black basalt stone. over the period. Repair
3.04|Plinth Not applicable Not applicable -
3.05|Walls The tank has peripheral The stone masonry isintact but has weathered |Minor
retaining wallsin coursed and dressed black over the period. Repair
basalt stone masonry.
3.06|Floors Not applicable Not applicable -
3.07|Stairs New ghat has been constructed on western side |Ghat and steps have been constructed in later | Good
of the tank. Nine steps have been constructed on|period without taking into consideration
southern side of the tank. traditional water tank architecture.
3.08|Openings Not applicable Not applicable -
3.09|Roof Not applicable Not applicable -
3.10|Articulation Not applicable Not applicable -
3.11|Finishes Embankment wall isin black basalt stone The stone surface has weathered due to Minor
masonry. lack of maintenance. Repair
3.12|Furniture Not applicable Not applicable -
3.13|Compound/Fence/ |The peripheral bund wall in random rubble The stone masonry wall isintact. Plastered top |Minor
Gate stone masonry acts as its boundary. of the wall is not maintained. Repair
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt [A well on its southern fringe is constructed out | The tank can get filled Good
/ space /out of dressed black basalt stoneandisinregular  |up in future under the devel opment pressure.
buildings/ use by the villagers for water (refer photo no.
landscape 004)
Large trees are located on its eastern periphery
along the road leading into the village (refer
photo no. 003)
3.15|Lighting None None -
3.16|Ventilation Not applicable Not applicable -
3.17|Electricity None None -
3.18|Water Supply A natural water body fed with live springs and |If not maintained the excessive weed growth Minor
rainwater collected during the rainy season. could kill the water body. The water can get Repair
contaminated due to lack of regular cleaning
and maintenance.
3.19|Plumbing & Not applicable Not applicable -
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire Not applicable Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security etc)
3.21|Incongruent Ghat has been constructed along its western boundary abutting the road (refer photo no. 005 and 006)
Transformation
3.22|Overall Thetank isfairly maintained.
Maintenance
Status
3.23|Overall Condition |Good

RELEVANT DETAILS

|4.01|D P Remarks

MMR Landuse: Green Zone-G2
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4.02

Overall Problems
& Threats

The main Rewas - Karle khind road abuts the tank on its West, and the tank may be affected by road
widening

Thetank isregularly used for cleaning (washing clothes, vehicles, etc) and religious activities (1dol
immersion) which pollute the tank and its aguatic and surrounding terrestrial ecosystems.

4.03|Additional Notes |Large number of the villageslisted in the MMR Alibag region for this heritage survey have fresh water
bodies. Most of them are natural with green periphery forming an integral part of the rural ecosystem.
4.04 |References
Books/'Documents |None
WebSites None
Persons None
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032-A-Hashiware-02-Hashiware Water Tank

Google Location Map

002 Panoramic view of the tank

003 Big tree on its Eastern bank

005 Rewas Karle khind road on West of the tank

ENVIRODESIGNERS PVT. LTD.

001 West view from the road

004 Stone well in the tank premises

006 Newly constructed ghat on West bank of the tank

Plate A
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Record Detailsfor 035-A-K ankeshwar-01-K ankeshwar Mandir and Devr ai

Precinct
BASIC DETAIL
1.1 |Premise Name 035-A-Kankeshwar-01-Kankeshwar Mandir and Devrai Precinct
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City NA
Ward NA
Village Mapgaon
I dentification 035 A Kankeshwar 01 Kankeshwar Mandir and Devrai Precinct
1.03|Internal Reference |RA-AI-NA-NA-Ma-035 A Kankeshwar_01 Kankeshwar_Mandir_Complex_and_Devrai_Precinct
Number
1.04|CSNo 1/1
1.05[Street Name 1 Foot track from village Mapgaon
1.06|Street Name 2 Foot tracks from other villages at the foothills of the Kankeshwar range
1.07|Area/ Locality Kankeshwar hill range
1.08(Nearby landmark |None
if any
1.09(Pin Code 402201
1.10|Current Owner Kankeshwar Devasthan Trust, Forest Department
1.11|Type of Owner Trust
1.12|Type of Occupancy |Owner occupied
1.13|Current Use Worship, Tourism, Ecology
1.14|Type of Use Religious
1.15|Age Various structures ranging from 900 to 300 years
1.16|Plot Area(sg.mt) |Complex + Devrai 21 sq km
1.17|Built Up Area Approximately 1 sq km (includes pathway, main complex and satellite locations)
(sa.mt)
1.18|Condition of Minor Repair
building
1.19|Grade Precinct
1.20|Brief Detail Kankeshwar Mandir Complex including Kankeshwar Devrai is one of the finest examples of religious
complexesin Kokan region. The main Mandir is one of the oldest examples of the true and devel oped
Bhumijaform of Architecture. Ancillary shrines, water bodies, pathways are integral part of this ancient
sacred grove (Devrai).
The main Kanakeshwar Mandir forms the centre of the Devrai. Ancillary shrines and water bodies are
situated in the vicinity of this Mandir.
The main Mandir complex comprises of the main Kankeshwar Shiv Mandir, a central octagonal kalyani
(pushkarini), Kundeshwar Mandir, Mankeshwar mandir, Rameshwar Mandir, Vishnu Mandir and four
smaller subsidiary shrinesin the vicinity of the kalyani / pushkarini. Other sacred places such as
Bramhakunda, Gomukh, Paleshwar Mandir are located in the Devrai, along the pathway leading to the main
complex.
1.21|Date of Recording [2010-12-02
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HISTORICAL DETAIL

2.01|Builtin The structures in the precinct were built in the period starting from the 11th century to the 18th century.
2.02|Extensions/ 20th century: Ancillary spaces and fencing around the Pushkarni.
M odificationsin
2.03|Extensions/ A sabhamandap has been added to the main mandir. A protective wired fence has been added around the
Modifications periphery of the octagonal lake.
Details
2.04|Earlier Name(s) Kankeshwar Mandir Complex and Devrai (Sacred grove)
2.05|Earlier Use(s) Worship, Ecology
2.06|Historical Thisisthe only religious complex in the entire Raigad MMR in Hemadpanthi / Chalukya style of temple
Significance architecture.
Devrai (sacred groves) have existed in India from time immemorial densely wooded areas venerated on
religious grounds. Most sacred groves harbored perennial water source and hence formed the vital support
system of many villages and also wildlife. The age-old system of every village having atemple, atank and
associated sacred grove explains the ancient method of water, soil and nature conservation. Such groves are
associated with a"presiding deity".
Kankeshwar hill isa Devrai with Knakeshwar(Shiva) being the presiding deity. It is one of the few
remaining sacred groves and one of itskind in Alibag region.
Kankeshwar Precinct is aunique historical landmark which has retained its socio-cultural importance
throughout history and is a popular religious destination.
2.07|Cultural Local art forms and folk traditions are associated with the deities of sacred groves and are an important
Significance cultural aspect closely associated with sacred traditions.

Kankeshwar is a popular religious destination. Every year afair is held here on Kartik Poornima. Thefair is
attended by alarge number of villagers from the vicinity and whole Alibag region.
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2.08

Architectural
Significance

The precinct comprises of devrai (sacred grove), the Kankeshwar Shiv Mandir complex and its immediate
surroundings.

The Mandir complex comprises of the following elements
1. Kankeshwar Shiv mandir
2. A central octagonal kalyani / pushkarini
3. Four smaller subsidiary shrinesin the vicinity of the kalyani / pushkarini:
a Kundeshwar mandir
b. Mankeshwar mandir
¢. Rameshwar mandir
d. Vishnu mandir

This complex has three satellite locations / structures

1. Bhramakund, a square kalyani / pushkarni next to the Hanuman mandir
2. A Gomukh which marks the water tank around a natural spring.
3. Paleshwar mandir

The Kankeshwar Mandir complex is located in the kankeshwar devrai having dense natural vegetation with
dominant tree being Mango. The dense vegetation covers the mandir complex from direct view. The Mandir
complex is located in alarge open ground within this devrai. The paved path leadsinto this premises from its
southeast. A natural depression at the centre of this ground forms the kalyani abutting the main kankeshwar
Mandir on itswest. Both of these elements form the focal point of the complex. Rest of the shrines are
spread around the periphery of the kalyani along with other residential / administrative structures. The shines
are small ground-storey structures while the other structures are G / G+1 storey with sloping roofs.

The central octagonal kalyani / pushkarini isfairly large in relation to the main mandir or the surrounding
structures but proportionate to the space. It admeasures approx. 25 m in diameter and is about 12 m deep. It
has awalkway around it. Steps lead into the kalyani from various points from its periphery.

The main Kankeshwar Mandir is in Hemadpanthi / Chalukya style. 1t isawell proportioned, multi faceted
structure. It has carved scul ptures and ornate architectural and sculptural detailing in black basalt stone. Itis
star-shaped in plan and measures 10 m x 10 m. The Mandir reaches a height of approximately 15 m aboveits
surrounding ground. The Mandir has a single large garbhagruha housing a shivling. It isaccessed by a
narrow entrance on its west.

The Kundeshwar Mandir is a small shrine located on the northern side of the main mandir. It isacompact
structure built in carved black basalt stone, although modest in comparison to the main mandir. It hasa
sguare garbhagruha with a porch / Nandi mandap on its east. The garbhagruhais square with atiered
pyramidal shikhara. 1t measures approx. 4 m x 4 m and about 6.50 m high at its apex from the floor. It
houses a shivling and has a singular entrance on its east. The mandir has atiered pyramidal shikharain
dressed black basalt masonry. The porch / nandi mandap is a compact structure approximately (2mx 2m in
plan). It hastwo columns at the corner supporting a separate tiered pyramidal shikhara. The Nandi standsin
the center almost covering the garbhagruha doorway.

The Mankeshwar Mandir is similar to the Kundeshwar Mandir and is located to the southeast of the kalyani /
pushkarini, near the entrance to the mandir complex.

The Rameshwar Mandir is another shrine dedicated to Shiva. It is austere and without any ornamentation. It
lacks the intricacy of the smaller shrines or the main Mandir largely due to the laterite stone used for its
construction. It consists of a single square garbhagruha measuring 5 m X 5 m with a single entrance from the
west. The Mandir has a simple pyramidal shikhara.

The Vishnu Mandir is areplica of the Rameshwar Mandir. It islocated to the north of the octagonal kalyani /
pushkarini.

Bhrama Kund is a square kalyani located next to the Hanuman Mandir. It is situated 300 m southeast of the
Mandir complex and lies to the east of the paved path leading to the mandir complex within the Kankeshwar
devrai. Itisafairly large structure completely surrounded by vegetation. A compound wall separatesit from
the surrounding vegetation. Twin entrance arches on the western boundary wall lead into the kalyani
premises. The other faces have singular arches at their centres from which steps descend into the kalyani.
The kalyani is built entirely in laterite stone and measures approximately 15 m x 15 m square. It descendsto
a depth of approximately 4 m.

A paved path leads to the north of the mandir complex from Vishnu Mandir passing through devrai. At a
distance of about 200 m lies the Gomukh. It isarectangular water tank / cistern built around a natural spring.
A stone Gomukh marks the entry point of the spring water into the tank.

The Paleshwar Mandir isasmall shrine located approximately 300 m away to the southeast of the mandir
complex. It lies on the paved path leading to the mandir complex surrounded by devrai. It isaustere, without
any ornamentation and well proportioned. The Mandir consists of asingle square garbhagruha(4 mx 4 min
plan) with a single entrance from the east. It is constructed in laterite stone.
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2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location: 72°55'06.36" E, 18°44'33.07" N

Kankeshwar is an isolated hill range located centrally in the MMR Alibag. It runs aong the north - south
axis dividing the region in two parts on its east and west. This hill is accessible from the villages at its
foothills, although its primary accessis from the village Mapgaon at its southern foot. Thisvillageis off the
Pen - Alibag NH 4b by 7 km viaKarle khind. The Kankeshwar mandir complex is situated at the highest
point of this hill range and reaches an elevation of approximately 320 m above MSL offering a panoramic
view of the surrounding region. The nearest coast / beach is at Kihim, approximately 9 kmto itswest. The
terrain is hilly and covered with dense natural vegetation supporting good biodiversity. The total area
covered by the hill range is approximately 3 km along the east - west axis and 7 km aong the north - south
axis, covering an area of approximately 21 Sq Km.

The villages surrounding the Kankeshwar hill range have a primarily flat terrain surrounded by agricultural
land. Paddy cultivation isthe traditional occupation of itsresidents. Overall the region is green with natural
vegetation and plantations of horticultural vegetation. A calm unhurried lifestyle remains a marked character
of these picturesque villages.

A large number of properties are now owned by the non-residents from Mumbai and other cities who develop
their properties as public beach resorts/ private villas with horticultural gardens. Tourism israpidly
becoming a growing industry. Besides this quite afew number of medium to large scale industries have
emerged in the surrounding areas. The nearest large scale industry is afertiliser factory setup by Rashtriya
Chemicals and Fertilizers (RCF) on the northeastern outskirts of village Thal in 1984. Thal islocated at
approximately 10 km to the south east of Kankeshwar.

All of these factors have provided an alternative more lucrative means of livelihood. Most of the village
population has increased exponentially which has lead to redevel opment of residences at a scale which is not
appropriate to traditional architecture and has started rapidly changing the visual character of the most of the
villages.

Although Kankeshwar is a secluded hill range it is surrounded by the region rapidly undergoing
transformation. The temple complex is approached only by foot tracks. The main formal foot track starts
from the village Mapgaon at its southern foot. A southern saddle / ridge of the hill range ascends gradually to
the top over adistance of about 2 km reaching its max. elevation of 340 m above MSL. Approximately 750
steps have been built along the saddle / ridge which lead from the foothill to the top passing through the
devrai (sacred grove). This path takes approximately 1 hour to reach the top.

2.10

Other Significance

The Kankeshwar Devrai (sacred grove) is an independent hill range off the Arabian coast and emerging high
amidst arelatively flat landscape thus making it ecologically and geologically important. It may also be the
reason why it was identified as a sacred grove and worshipped through centuries.

A (arc) - A good example of Hemadpanthi style of architecture. The complex consists of a number of
mandirs and associated built el ements atop the Kankeshwar hill and sacred groove.

A (cul) A (his) - The mandir complex dates back to the 11th century and subsegquent maintenance and
additions are seen throughout the agestill the Peshwas and the Angres.

| (sce), Natural Heritage - This hill is centrally located in the MMR Alibag and has good natural vistas over
the surrounding region. Apart from itsreligious qualitiesit has potential for ecotourism aswell dueto its
devrai.

2.11|Value A(arc),A(his),A(cul),l(sce)

Classification
2.12|Recommended Precinct

Grade

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
3.01|Height Kankeshwar Devrai: Between 30 m and 340 m above MSL.
3.02|No. of Floors NA
Description Problem/Threat Condition

3.03|Structural System |Not Applicable Not Applicable -
3.04|Plinth Not Applicable Not Applicable -
3.05|Walls Not Applicable Not Applicable -
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3.06|Floors The stepped pathway from the Mapgaon village [None Good
to the Kanakeshwar Mandir Complex is paved
with roughly dressed laterite and black basalt
boulders. The pathway is approximately 4to 5
mwide. Itis protected by 0.6 m high parapet
wall.
The main complex is predominantly stone
paved.
3.07|Stairs The stepped pathway has 750 stone steps. None Good
Risers are of varying height from 0.1 to 0.18 m.
These steps have broad treads of varying width
from 0.4 to 2 m. Thisisdue to changing
contours of the Devrai.
3.08| Openings Not Applicable Not Applicable -
3.09|Roof Not Applicable Not Applicable -
3.10|Articulation Not Applicable Not Applicable Minor
Repair
3.11|Finishes Stones used for paving are roughly dressed. None Good
3.12|Furniture Not Applicable Not Applicable -
3.13|Compound/Fence/ |The Devrai does not have acompound wall or | The gateways are contemporary additionsand |Major
Gate fencing to defines its boundary. are not well maintained. These concrete Repair
structures look aien in serene and natural
There are free standing entrance gateways along |environment of the Devrai.
the stepped pathway which lead towards
Kankeshwar Mandir Complex.
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt [Not Applicable Not Applicable -
/ space /out
buildings/
landscape
3.15|Lighting Natural/ MSEB None Good
3.16|Ventilation Natural / Artificial inside the Kankeshwar None Good
Mandir
3.17 [Electricity MSEB None Good
3.18|Water Supply Natural water tanks and wells. Due to lack of maintenance few of these water |Minor
bodies have become stagnant. Repair
Problems such as weed growth, foul odors,
unpleasant tastes and clogging are causing
degradation of these natural water bodies.
3.19|Plumbing & Natural the precinct does not have properly planned Major
Drainage drainage and waste management facility. Repair
Hence, human waste and garbage is disposed
off inthe Devrai itself. Thispracticeiscausing
environmental hazards for the complex and
surrounding region.
3.20|Other (Fire None Not Applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security etc)
3.21|Incongruent Overal characteristic of the Devrai isunaltered. However, various additions and transformations have been

Transformation

carried out in the Mandir Complex. Some of these additions such as entrance gateways, built-in street
furniture, application of oil paint, signage plagues, electrical installations, protective wire fence look
incongruous in natural environment. These improvisations are done in the Mandir Complex are as per

requisites of modern times.

3.22|Overall The stepped pathway and various religious structures in the Devrai are maintained by the Mandir Trust.
Maintenance These are satisfactorily maintained in order to preserve their significance for pilgrims.
Status

3.23|Overall Condition |Minor Repair

RELEVANT DETAILS

|4.01|D P Remarks

MMR Landuse: Forest Zone
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4.02|Overall Problems | The villages around the kankeshwar hill are rapidly undergoing the process of transformation to urbanisation
& Threats and changein lifestyle. The traditional sensitivity for the protection of the devrai islost and heavy
deforestation aong the foothills and heavy land encroachment are visible inspite of the hill being protected
under forest zone. All of these factors have already affected the ecosystem of thisisolated hill range. The
modern approach towards temple restoration is likely to change the original character of the monuments.
Excessive tourism may also destroy the serenity of the space.
4.03|Additional Notes  |None
4.04|References
Books/Documents |Book reference:Kankeshwar Devasathan
Gazette reference: Kolaba District Gazetteer
WebSites http://maharashtra.gov.in/english/gazetteer/ K OLABA/places Kanakeshvar%20Hill.html
Persons None
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035-A-Kankeshwar-01-Kankeshwar Mandir and Devrai Precinct Plate A

Google location map

002 Kankeshwar Devrai-View of North Eastern flank of the hill
range

004 Rameshwar Mandir 005 Paleshwar Mandir

ENVIRODESIGNERS PVT. LTD.

001 North West view of Kankeshwar Mandir complex

003 Bramhakund

006 Mankeshwar Mandir
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035-A-Kankeshwar-01-Kankeshwar Mandir and Devrai Precinct Plate B

007 Start point of the stone paved stepped
foot track leading to the precinct

010 View from the foot track looking to
South

012 Tree in the devrai

ENVIRODESIGNERS PVT. LTD.

008 Stone paved stepped foot track passing 009 Upper part of the foot track
through the devrai, about midway to the top  passing through the devrai

011 Devrai extending on Eastern flanks of the hill range

013 Tomb stones at start of the foot track 014 Foot prints carved on the stone
surface of the tomb stones

015 Trees within the devrai view "A” 016 Trees within the devrai view “B”
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Record Detailsfor 035-A-K ankeshwar-0la-Main Kankeshwar M andir

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 [Premise Name 035-A-Kankeshwar-0la-Main Kankeshwar Mandir
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City NA
Ward NA
Village Mapgaon
I dentification 035 A Kankeshwar 0la Main Kankeshwar mandir
1.03(Internal Reference |RA-AI-NA-NA-Ma035 A_Kabkeshwar_0la Main_Kankeshwar_mandir
Number
1.04|CSNo 1/1
1.05|Street Name 1 Foot track from village Mapgaon
1.06|Street Name 2 Foot tracks from other villages at the foothill of the Kankeshwar hill range
1.07|Area/ Locality Kankeshwar hill range
1.08|Nearby landmark |None
if any
1.09|Pin Code 402201
1.10|Current Owner Kankeshwar Devasthan Trust
1.11|Type of Owner Trust
1.12|Type of Occupancy |-
1.13|Current Use Worship, Nature conservation, Tourism
1.14|Type of Use Religious
1.15|Age approx 800 years
1.16|Plot Area(sg.mt) |[NA
1.17|Built Up Area Approx. 100 Sgm
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Minor Repair
building
1.19|Grade I
1.20|Brief Detail It isthe main Mandir in the precinct dedicated to the presiding deity Kankeshwar ( Shiva). The structureisa
blend of Chalukyan and Hemadpanthi styles.
1.21|Date of Recording [2010-12-02

HISTORICAL DETAIL

2.01|Builtin The Mandir dates back to the 11th century.
Further additions were made inthe 18th century and thereafter.

2.02|Extensions/ 20th century

M odificationsin
2.03|Extensions/ A sabhamandap has been added to the main mandir

M odifications

Details
2.04|Earlier Name(s) Kankeshwar Mandir

2.05

Earlier Use(s)
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2.06

Historical
Significance

The Kankeshwar Mandir complex dates back to the 11th century.
The ancient templeis said to be built during the regime of Raja Ramdeorai yadav.

Thisisthe only religious structure in the entire Raigad MMR region which designed in
Hemadpanthi/Chalukyan style.

2.07

Cultural
Significance

Throughout history it has retained its socio -cultural importance and is a popular religious destination.

2.08

Architectural
Significance

The main Kankeshwar Mandir isin Hemadpanthi/ Chalukya style It is awell proportioned, multi faceted
structure. It has carved sculptures and ornate architectural and sculptural detailing in black basalt stone. It is
star shaped in plan and admeasures 10 m x 10 m. The Mandir reaches a height of approximately 15 m above
its surrounding ground. The Mandir has a single large garbhagruha housing a shivling. It is accessed by a
narrow entrance on its west.

The black basalt stone shrine and white-washed spire are built in the richly carved many-cornered Calukyan
and Hemadpanti styles. There are three main faces, to the east, north and south, each face enriched with
image niches. In the centre of the north. east and south faces, a broad horizontal stone panel is occupied with
image niches, and a third image niche occupies the face of the spire above. Between each of the three main
facesthewall is built in five corners, the two corners nearest the image niches being shallow and the three
others deep.

2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location: 72°55'06.36" E, 18°44'33.07" N

Kankeshwar is an isolated hill range located centrally in the Alibag MMR. It runs along the north - south axis
dividing the region in two parts on its east and west. This hill is accessible from the villages at its foothills,
although its primary accessis from the village Mapgaon at its southern foot. This village is off the Pen -
Alibag NH 4b by 7 km via Karle khind. The Kankeshwar mandir complex is situated at the highest point of
this hill range and reaches an elevation of approximately 320m above MSL offering a panoramic view of the
surrounding region. The nearest coast / beach is at Kihim, approximately 9 km to itswest. The terrainis hilly
and covered with dense natural vegetation supporting good biodiversity. The total area covered by the hill
rangeis approximately 3 km along the east - west axis and 7 km along the north - south axis, covering an
area of approximately 21 Sq Km.

The villages surrounding the Kankeshwar hill range have a primarily flat terrain surrounded by agricultural
land. Paddy cultivation isthe traditional occupation of its residents. Overall the region is green with natural
vegetation and plantations horticultural vegetation. A calm unhurried lifestyle remains a marked character of
these picturesque villages.

A large number of properties are now owned by the non-residents from Mumbai and other cities who develop
their properties as public beach resorts/ private villas with horticultural gardens. Tourism israpidly
becoming a growing industry. Besides this quite afew number of medium to large scale industries have
emerged in the surrounding areas. The nearest large scale industry is afertiliser factory setup by Rashtriya
Chemicals and Fertilizers (RCF) on the north eastern outskirts of village Thal in 1984. Thal islocated at
approximately 10kms to the south east of Kankeshwar.

All of these factors have provided an alternative more lucrative means of livelihood. Most of the village
population has increased exponentially which has lead to redevel opment of residences at a scale which is not
appropriate to traditional architecture and has started rapidly changing the visual character of the most of the
villages.

Although Kankeshwar is a secluded hill range it is surrounded by the region rapidly undergoing
transformation. The temple complex is approached only by foot tracks. The main formal foot track starts
from the village Mapgaon at its southern foot. A southern saddle / ridge of the hill range ascends gradually to
the top over adistance of about 2 km reaching its max elevation of 340 M above MSL. Approximately 650
steps have been built along the saddle / ridge which lead from the foothill to the top passing through the
devrai (sacred grove). This path takes approximately 1 hour to reach the top.

The Mandir forms the nucleus of the complex and is amongst the most prominent structures.

2.10

Other Significance

A (arc) - A good example of Hemadpanthi/ Chalukyan style of
architecture. The complex consists of a number of Mandirs and associated built el ements atop the
Kankeshwar hill and devrai (sacred grove).

A (his) - The Mandir complex dates back to the 11th century and subsequent maintenance and additions are
seen throughout the ages till the Peshwas and the Angres.

A (cul) - The Mandir complex is of cultural significancein Alibag region and a popular religious destination.

211

Value
Classification

A(arc),A(his),A(cul)

212

Recommended
Grade
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PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

3.01|Height approx 15 m till the shikhara
3.02|No. of Floors Single storey structure
Description Problem/Thr eat Condition
3.03|Structural System |Load bearing structureisin the star or many- | The structure is stable but shows signs of aging |Minor
pointed Chalukyan style and at some places displacement in the masonry | Repair
is observed.
3.04|Plinth Kankeshwar Mandir has a high plinth of about 2| The plinth is intact but the external oil paintis |Minor
m accessed by steps above the surrounding causing adverse effects. Repair
level. It isornately carved in black basalt stone.
The garbhagruhainterior has a sunken floor.
The original steps have now been hidden due to
the later addition of the sabhamandap. (Refer
photo no. 006)
3.05|Walls The walls of the Kankeshwar Mandir are The stone masonry has weathered considerably. [Major
constructed in finely dressed blocks of black Due to enamel paint the natural breathing of the |Repair
basalt stone. They are multi faceted and have  |stoneis obstructed which can lead to internal
fine carvings, sculptures and ornamentation in  |deterioration of the masonry.
stone. The faces are exposed. The Mandir wall
measures approximately 6 min height. (Refer
photo no.005, 006, 007)
3.06|Floors The original flooring of the garbhagruha of the |Nothing remains of the original stone flooring. |Minor
Kankeshwar Mandir has now been changed to Repair
Italian marble flooring with miscellaneous stone
inlay work. (refer photo no.013, 014)
3.07|Stairs None Not applicable -
3.08|Openings The garbhagruha entrance door has intricate Painted with incongruent shades of oil paint -
carvings and an elaborately carved architrave  |which has deteriorated the stone as well asthe
and athreshold. (Refer photo no.009, 010, 011) |articulation.
3.09|Roof Kankeshwar Mandir has an elaborate shikhar | Shikhar is white washed. But the masonry Minor
(refer photo no. 001, 003). The main central shows signs of distress. Repair
shikharais buttressed by multiple projected
shikharas. The main as well asthe secondary
shikaras give it amulti facetted look each finely
carved in black basalt stone. Stone scul ptures
housed in intricately carved niches add to the
visual delight of architectural detailing. An
intricately carved amalaka caps the shikhara
crowned by a metal kalash. The shikhar
measures approximately 9 min height from the
wall of the Mandir to the kalash.
3.10|Articulation The main Kankeshwar Mandir has intricate Incongruent oil paint has affected theintricacy [Major
carvings and scul ptures both inside and outside | of the stone carvings. Repair
(Refer photo no.001, 005, 006, 007)
3.11|Finishes As mentioned above The stone finishes has weathered considerably.. |Minor
Repair
3.12|Furniture Not applicable Not applicable -
3.13|Compound/Fence/ |[Not applicable Not applicable -
Gate
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt |The main Mandir has an elegant well The original stone masonry is cement Minor
/ space /out proportioned deepmaal to the west of themain | plastered,thus loosing its originality. Repair
buildings/ Mandir, just outside the entrance to the
landscape sabhamandap (Refer photo no.004). Although
now entirely plastered it isbuilt in dressed
carved black basalt stone masonry. It is
octagonal in plan and tapers towards the top. It
israised on a high base and its shaft is split into
three tiers by cornicesin plaster. Each face on
every tier has centrally placed niche and carved
stone brackets for oil lamps.
3.15|Lighting Natural/ artificia None -
3.16|Ventilation Natural/ Artificial inside the Kankeshwar None -
Mandir
3.17 |Electricity Provided by MSEB None -
3.18|Water Supply Natural None -
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3.19|Plumbing & Provided Satisfactory -
Drainage

3.20|Other (Fire None Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security etc)

3.21|Incongruent Form: Original form unaltered. A sabhamandap has been added to the main mandir which isincongruous and

Transformation

insensitive to the aesthetics of the origina built form.
Structure : Original structureis unaltered.

Articulation & Finishes: The finishes and articulation are affected by the addition of layers of paint whichis
insensitive to the aesthetics of the original built form.

3.22|Overall The Mandir structure isin need of sensitive restoration.
M aintenance
Status

3.23|Overall Condition [Minor Repair

RELEVANT DETAILS

4.01|D P Remarks MMR Landuse: Forest Zone
4.02|Overall Problems | The villages around the kankeshwar hill are rapidly undergoing a process of transformation to urbanisation
& Threats and changein lifestyle. The traditional sensitivity for the protection of the devrai islost and heavy
deforestation aong the foothills and heavy land encroachment are visible inspite of the hill here marked
under forest zone. All of these factors have aready affected the ecosystem of thisisolated hill range. The
modern approach towards temple restoration is likely to change the original character of the monuments.
Excessive tourism may also destroy the serenity of the space.
4.03|Additional Notes  |None
4.04 |References
Books/Documents |Book reference:Kankeshwar Devasathan
Gazette reference: Kolaba District Gazetteer
WebSites http://maharashtra.gov.in/english/gazetteer/ K OLABA/places Kanakeshvar%20Hill.html
Per sons None
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035-A-Kankeshwar-01a-Main Kankeshwar Mandir

Google location map

002 Kankeshwar Mandir complex panoramic view looking to West

003 Kankeshwar Mandir view from North East

ENVIRODESIGNERS PVT. LTD.

Plate A

001 Kankeshwar Mandir view of Southern facade

004 Deepmaal outside the entrance of the Mandir
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035-A-Kankeshwar-01a-Main Kankeshwar Mandir

005 Detail of the Mandir fagade with decorative niches

007 Detail of Kankeshwar Mandir facade

ENVIRODESIGNERS PVT. LTD.

Plate B

006 Detail of Kankeshwar Mandir garbhagruha plinth

008 Main entrance of Kankeshwar Mandir
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035-A-Kankeshwar-01a-Main Kankeshwar Mandir

009 Sculptures on the architrave base of the 010 Entrance door architrave of the garbhagruha
garbhagruha entrance

011 Entrance threshold of the garbhagruha 012 Detail of the decorative false ceiling

ENVIRODESIGNERS PVT. LTD.

Plate C
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013 Shivling

ENVIRODESIGNERS PVT. LTD.

014 Nandi idol in the sabhamandap
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Record Details for 035-A-K ankeshwar-01b-Central Octagonal Kalyani

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 |Premise Name 035-A-Kankeshwar-01b-Central Octagonal Kalyani
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City NA
Ward NA
Village Mapgaon
I dentification 035 A Kankeshwar 01b Central Octagonal Kalyani
1.03|Internal Reference |RA-AI-NA-NA-Ma-035 A Kabkeshwar_01b_Central Octagonal_Kalyani
Number
1.04|CSNo 1/1
1.05|Street Name 1 Foot track from village Mapgaon
1.06|Street Name 2 Foot tracks from other villages at the foothill of the Kankeshwar hill range
1.07|Area/ Locality Kankeshwar hill range
1.08|Nearby landmark |None
if any
1.09|Pin Code 402201
1.10|Current Owner Kankeshwar Devasthan Trust, forest Department
1.11|Type of Owner Trust
1.12|Type of Occupancy |-
1.13|Current Use Worship, Nature conservation, tourism
1.14|Type of Use Religious
1.15|Age Approximatly 300 years
1.16|Plot Area(sg.mt) |[NA
1.17(Built Up Area Approx. 450 Sgm
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Minor Repair
building
1.19|Grade I
1.20|Brief Detail Octagonal stepped Pushkarini / Kalyani located centrally in the Kankeshwar precinct.
1.21|Date of Recording [2010-12-02

HISTORICAL DETAIL

2.01|Builtin Not known

2.02|Extensions/ 20th century
Modificationsin

2.03|Extensions/ A protective wired fence has been added around the periphery of the octagonal lake
Modifications
Details

2.04|Earlier Name(s) Pushkairni or Pokhran

2.05

Earlier Use(s)

Religious
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2.06|Historical Pushkarini (kalyani) are Temple tanks built as part of the temple complex in Indian temples.
Significance
The octagonal Kalyani at Kankeshwar is an integral part of this historical precinct.
2.07|Cultural Water bodies were mostly associated with religious and cultural buildings. They were an integral part of the
Significance rituals, traditions and folklore.
Customs and stories make it sacrosanct, thus maintaining a tangible link between the community and the
natural world around it.
The pushkarini at Kankeshwar is amajor source of water in the precinct and has immense cultural
significance.
2.08|Architectural The central octagonal kalyani / pushkarini isfairly large in relation to the main mandir or the surrounding

Significance

structures but proportionate to the space. It measures approx. 25 m in diameter and is about 12 m deep. It has
awalkway around it. Steps lead into the kalyani from various points from its periphery.

2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location: 72°55'06.36" E, 18°44'33.07" N

Kankeshwar is an isolated hill range located centrally in the Alibag MMR. It runs along the north - south axis
dividing the region in two parts on its east and west. This hill is accessible from the villages at its foothills,
although its primary accessis from the village Mapgaon at its southern foot. This village is off the Pen -
Alibag NH 4b by 7 km via Karle khind. The Kankeshwar mandir complex is situated at the highest point of
this hill range and reaches an elevation of approximately 320m above MSL offering a panoramic view of the
surrounding region. The nearest coast / beach is at Kihim, approximately 9 km to itswest. The terrain is hilly
and covered with dense natural vegetation supporting good biodiversity. The total area covered by the hill
rangeis approximately 3 km along the east - west axis and 7 km along the north - south axis, covering an
area of approximately 21 Sq Km.

The villages surrounding the Kankeshwar hill range have a primarily flat terrain surrounded by agricultural
land. Paddy cultivation isthe traditional occupation of its residents. Overall the region is green with natural
vegetation and plantations horticultural vegetation. A calm unhurried lifestyle remains a marked character of
these picturesque villages.

A large number of properties are now owned by the non-residents from Mumbai and other cities who develop
their properties as public beach resorts/ private villas with horticultural gardens. Tourism israpidly
becoming a growing industry. Besides this quite afew number of medium to large scale industries have
emerged in the surrounding areas. The nearest large scale industry is afertiliser factory setup by Rashtriya
Chemicals and Fertilizers (RCF) on the north eastern outskirts of village Thal in 1984. Thal islocated at
approximately 10kms to the south east of Kankeshwar.

All of these factors have provided an alternative more lucrative means of livelihood. Most of the village
population has increased exponentially which has lead to redevel opment of residences at a scale which is not
appropriate to traditional architecture and has started rapidly changing the visual character of the most of the
villages.

Although Kankeshwar is a secluded hill range it is surrounded by the region rapidly undergoing
transformation. The temple complex is approached only by foot tracks. The main formal foot track starts
from the village Mapgaon at its southern foot. A southern saddle / ridge of the hill range ascends gradually to
the top over a distance of about 2 km reaching its max elevation of 340 m above MSL. Approximately 650
steps have been built aong the saddle / ridge which lead from the foothill to the top passing through the
devrai (sacred grove). This path takes approximately 1 hour to reach the top.

The central Octagonal kalyani abuts the main Kankeshwar mandir from the east and is amongst the most
prominent structures in the complex

2.10

Other Significance

A (arc) - A good example of afairly large octagonal stepped Kalyani
A (cul) - It forms an integral part of the mandir complex.
A ((his) - Integral part of this historical precinct.

| (sce) - A very interesting feature of the complex, set amidst the devrai, it has potential for eco tourism.

211

Value
Classification

A(arc),A(his),A(cul),l(sce)

212

Recommended
Grade

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
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3.01|Height NA
3.02|No. of Floors approx G - 3 Floors below ground
Description Problem/Threat Condition
3.03|Structural System |The natural water sourceis reformed into an The stone masonry isintact but has weathered |Minor
octagonal shape by constructing a embankment |over the period. Repair
wall which steps down in load bearing laterite
stone to retain the water.
3.04|Plinth Not applicable Not applicable -
3.05|Walls The octagonal lake's retaining wallsarein The stone masonry isintact but has weathered |Minor
exposed dressed laterite stone masonry over the period. Repair
constructed in four projected tiers. The upper
most tier is octagonal while the lower ones are
circular. The upper and the lowest tier measure
about 1.5 m in height whereas the middle tiers
are about 0.75 m in height. Each tier has an
average projection of about 0.50 m. (Refer
photo no.003, 004)
3.06|Floors Not applicable Not applicable -
3.07|Stairs The octagonal kalyani has simple series of The stone surface of the steps has weathered Minor
steps, designed as straight flights or some over the period of time. Repair
following the geometry of the octagon leading
to the water below. (Refer photo no.001, 003,
004, 005). They arein exposed dressed |aterite
blocks. Some parts of the steps have now been
plastered.
3.08|Openings Not applicable Not applicable -
3.09|Roof Not applicable Not applicable -
3.10|Articulation Not applicable Not applicable -
3.11|Finishes Dressed laterite stone The stone surface has weathered considerably. |Minor
Repair
3.12|Furniture Not applicable Not applicable -
3.13|Compound/Fence/ |A protective wired fence has been added around | The fence is incongruent to the architectural Minor
Gate the ambience of the precinct. Repair
periphery of the octagonal lake
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt [Not applicable Not applicable -
/ space /out
buildings/
landscape
3.15|Lighting Not applicable Not applicable -
3.16|Ventilation Not applicable Not applicable -
3.17|Electricity Not applicable Not applicable -
3.18|Water Supply Natural springsin the kalyani None Good
3.19|Plumbing & Not applicable Not applicable -
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire Not applicable Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security €etc)
3.21|Incongruent Form: Original form unaltered

Transformation

Structure : Original structureis unaltered.
Articulation & Finishes: NA

3.22|Overall The Pushkarini is fairly maintained and needs to be conserved
Maintenance
Status

3.23|Overall Condition [Minor Repair

RELEVANT DETAILS

|4.01|D P Remarks

MMR Landuse: Forest Zone
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4.02

Overall Problems
& Threats

The villages around the kankeshwar hill are rapidly undergoing a process of transformation to urbanisation
and changein lifestyle. The traditional sensitivity for the protection of the devrai islost and heavy
deforestation aong the foothills and heavy land encroachment are visible inspite of the hill here marked
under forest zone. All of these factors have aready affected the ecosystem of thisisolated hill range. The
modern approach towards temple restoration is likely to change the original character of the monuments.
Excessive tourism may also destroy the serenity of the space.

4.03|Additional Notes  |None
4.04 |References
Books/Documents |Book reference:Kankeshwar Devasathan
Gazette reference: Kolaba District Gazetteer
WebSites http://maharashtra.gov.in/english/gazetteer/ K OLABA/places Kanakeshvar%20Hill.html
Per sons None
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035-A-Kankeshwar-01b-Central Octagonal Kalyani

Plate A

Google location map 001 Interior view of the octagonal Kalyani

002 Panoramic view of Kankeshwar Mandir complex showing the centrally located Kalyani

003 View of the octagonal Kalyani from 004 View of the octagonal Kalyani with
East Kankeshwar Mandir in backdrop

ENVIRODESIGNERS PVT. LTD.

005 View of the octagonal Kalyani from its
South
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Record Detailsfor 035-A-K ankeshwar -01c-K undeshwar M andir

BASIC DETAIL

1.1 [Premise Name 035-A-Kankeshwar-01c-Kundeshwar Mandir
1.2 |District Raigad

Tehshil Alibag

City NA

Ward NA

Village Mapgaon

I dentification 035 A Kankeshwar 01c Kundeshwar Mandir
1.03(Internal Reference |RA-AI-NA-NA-Ma-035 A_Kankeshwar_0lc_Kundeshwar_Mandir

Number
1.04|CSNo 1/1
1.05|Street Name 1 Foot track from village Mapgaon
1.06|Street Name 2 Foot tracks from other villages at the foothill of the Kankeshwar hill range
1.07|Area/ Locality Kankeshwar hill range
1.08|Nearby landmark |None

if any
1.09|Pin Code 402201
1.10|Current Owner Kankeshwar Devasthan Trust & Forest Department
1.11|Type of Owner Trust
1.12|Type of Occupancy |-
1.13|Current Use Worship, Nature conservation, Tourism
1.14|Type of Use -
1.15|Age Not known
1.16|Plot Area(sg.mt) |[NA
1.17(Built Up Area Approx. 21 Sqgm

(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Good

building
1.19|Grade 1A
1.20|Brief Detail Subsidiary shrine within the Kankeshwar precinct.
1.21|Date of Recording [2010-12-02

HISTORICAL DETAIL

2.01|Builtin Not known
2.02|Extensiong/ None

Modificationsin
2.03|Extensiong/ None

Modifications

Details
2.04|Earlier Name(s) Kundeshwar mandir

2.05

Earlier Use(s)

Worship
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2.06|Historical Religious complexes have many subsidiary shrines which are gradually added to the main temple.
Significance
Kundeshwar is one of such subsidiary shrinesin the Kankeshwar precinct. Henceit isan integral part of this
historical landmark.
2.07|Cultural The Mandir isafairly well preserved example of the traditional style of temple construction. The cultural
Significance significance of the Mandir makes it necessary to preserveit.
2.08|Architectural The Kundeshwar Mandir isa small shrine located on the northern side of the main mandir. It is a compact
Significance structure built in carved black basalt stone, although modest in comparison to the main mandir. It hasa
sguare garbhagruha with a porch / Nandi mandap on its east. The garbhagruhais square with atiered
pyramidal shikhara. It measures approx. 4 m x 4 m and about 6.50 m high at its apex from the floor. It houses
ashivling and has a singular entrance on its east. The Mandir has atiered pyramidal shikharain dressed black
basalt masonry. The porch / Nandi mandap is a compact structure approximately 2 m square. It hastwo
columns at the corner supporting a separate tiered pyramidal shikhara. The Nandi idol stands in the center
almost covering the garbhagruha doorway.
2.09| Townscape Location: 72°55'06.36" E, 18°44'33.07" N
Significance

Kankeshwar is an isolated hill range located centrally in the Alibag MMR. It runs along the north - south axis
dividing the region in two parts on its east and west. This hill is accessible from the villages at its foothills,
although its primary accessis from the village Mapgaon at its southern foot. This village is off the Pen -
Alibag NH 4b by 7 km via Karle khind. The Kankeshwar mandir complex is situated at the highest point of
this hill range and reaches an elevation of approximately 320m above MSL offering a panoramic view of the
surrounding region. The nearest coast / beach is at Kihim, approximately 9 km to itswest. The terrain is hilly
and covered with dense natural vegetation supporting good biodiversity. The total area covered by the hill
rangeis approximately 3 km along the east - west axis and 7 km along the north - south axis, covering an
area of approximately 21 Sq Km.

The villages surrounding the Kankeshwar hill range have a primarily flat terrain surrounded by agricultural
land. Paddy cultivation isthe traditional occupation of its residents. Overall the region is green with natural
vegetation and plantations horticultural vegetation. A calm unhurried lifestyle remains a marked character of
these picturesque villages.

A large number of properties are now owned by the non-residents from Mumbai and other cities who develop
their properties as public beach resorts/ private villas with horticultural gardens. Tourism israpidly
becoming a growing industry. Besides this quite afew number of medium to large scale industries have
emerged in the surrounding areas. The nearest large scale industry is afertiliser factory setup by Rashtriya
Chemicals and Fertilizers (RCF) on the north eastern outskirts of village Thal in 1984. Thal islocated at
approximately 10kms to the south east of Kankeshwar.

All of these factors have provided an alternative more lucrative means of livelihood. Most of the village
population has increased exponentially which has lead to redevel opment of residences at a scale which is not
appropriate to traditional architecture and has started rapidly changing the visual character of the most of the
villages.

Although Kankeshwar is a secluded hill range it is surrounded by the region rapidly undergoing
transformation. The temple complex is approached only by foot tracks. The main formal foot track starts
from the village Mapgaon at its southern foot. A southern saddle / ridge of the hill range ascends gradually to
the top over a distance of about 2 km reaching its max elevation of 340 m above MSL. Approximately 650
steps have been built aong the saddle / ridge which lead from the foothill to the top passing through the
devrai (sacred grove). This path takes approximately 1 hour to reach the top.

The Kundeshwar Mandir is a small shrine located on the northern side of the main Kankeshwar mandir.

2.10

Other Significance

A (arc) - A simple shrine maintaining its
original form and character;

A (cul) - Itisactive in worship and forms an integral part of the mandir complex.

A ((his) - Integral part of this historical precinct.

2.11|Value A(arc),A(his),A(cul)
Classification
2.12|Recommended 1A
Grade
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
3.01|Height approx 8 m
3.02|No. of Floors Single storey structure

Description Problem/Threat Conditipn




3.03|Structural System [Load bearing stone masonry The structure isintact. Good
3.04|Plinth The Kundeshwar Mandir has afinely carved The stone plinth isintact but has aged with Good
plinth in black basalt stone about 0.75 m above |time.
the surrounding ground. Its porch is of similar
construction although at 0.60 m above the
surrounding level. The plinth has an external
protruding band about 0.30 m wide which runs
all along the periphery merging into the porch
floor on its east. (Refer photo no.003, 005)
3.05|Walls The walls of the Kundeshwar and the arein Thewalls are stable. Good
dressed black basalt stone masonry. They are
unplastered and devoid of any ornamentation or
architectural detailing (Refer photo no.002,
003). They measure about 2 m in height.
3.06|Floors The Kundeshwar mandir has flooring of dressed|The floor has weathered over the years. Minor
black basalt stone blocks. The original flooring Repair
remains unaltered.
3.07|Stairs Stone steps None Good
3.08|Openings A single entrance leads into the garbhagruha.  [None Good
Rest of the faces are devoid of any openings.
3.09|Roof Kundeshwar Mandir has apyramidal shikhar | The load bearing shikhara shows signs of Minor
constructed by corbelling black basalt stone distress but is overal isintact. Repair
slabs separated with horizontal tiers and with
decorative horn like motifs at the corner and the
centre of each tier. The shikhar is capped by an
intricately carved stone amalaka crowned by a
simple carved stone kalash. (Refer photo
no.004)
3.10|Articulation Not applicable Not applicable -
3.11|Finishes Dressed black basalt stone The stone surface has weathered considerably. |Minor
Repair
3.12|Furniture Not applicable Not applicable -
3.13|Compound/Fence/ |[Not applicable Not applicable -
Gate
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt [Not applicable Not applicable -
/ space /out
buildings/
landscape
3.15|Lighting Natural/ artificial None -
3.16|Ventilation Natural/ Artificial None -
3.17|Electricity Provided by MSEB None -
3.18|Water Supply Nearby Pushkarni None -
3.19|Plumbing & Not applicable Not applicable -
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire Not applicable Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security etc)
3.21|Incongruent Form: Original form unaltered
Transformation
Structure : Original structureis unaltered.
Articulation & Finishes. NA
3.22|Overall The Mandir is fairly maintained.
Maintenance
Status
3.23|Overall Condition |Good

RELEVANT DETAILS

|4.01|D P Remarks

MMR Landuse: Forest Zone
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4.02|Overall Problems | The villages around the kankeshwar hill are rapidly undergoing a process of transformation to urbanisation
& Threats and changein lifestyle. The traditional sensitivity for the protection of the devrai islost and heavy
deforestation aong the foothills and heavy land encroachment are visible inspite of the hill here marked
under forest zone. All of these factors have aready affected the ecosystem of thisisolated hill range. The
modern approach towards temple restoration is likely to change the original character of the monuments.
Excessive tourism may also destroy the serenity of the space.
4.03|Additional Notes  |None
4.04|References
Books/Documents |Book reference:Kankeshwar Devasathan
Gazette reference: Kolaba District Gazetteer
WebSites http://maharashtra.gov.in/english/gazetteer/ K OLABA/places Kanakeshvar%20Hill.html
Persons None
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035-A-Kankeshwar-01c-Kundeshwar Mandir

Google location map

002 View of Kundeshwar Mandir from West

004 View of the garbhagruha shikhar

ENVIRODESIGNERS PVT. LTD.

Plate A

001 Name plaque of the Mandir

003 South Eastern view of Kundeshwar Mandir

005 Nandi in the entrance porch
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Record Detailsfor 035-A-K ankeshwar-01d-M ankeshwar M andir

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 [Premise Name 035-A-Kankeshwar-01d-Mankeshwar Mandir
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City NA
Ward NA
Village Mapgaon
I dentification 035 A Kankeshwar 01d Mankeshwar Mandir
1.03{Internal Reference |RA-AI-NA-NA-Ma-035 A_Kankeshwar_01d Mankeshwar_Mandir
Number
1.04|CSNo 1/1
1.05|Street Name 1 Foot track from village Mapgaon
1.06|Street Name 2 Foot tracks from other villages at the foothill of the Kankeshwar hill range
1.07|Area/ Locality Kankeshwar hill range
1.08|Nearby landmark |None
if any
1.09|Pin Code 402201
1.10|Current Owner Kankeshwar Devasthan Trust
1.11|Type of Owner Trust
1.12|Type of Occupancy |-
1.13|Current Use Worship
1.14|Type of Use Religious
1.15|Age Not known
1.16|Plot Area(sg.mt) |[NA
1.17(Built Up Area Approx. 21 Sqgm
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Good
building
1.19|Grade 1A
1.20|Brief Detail Subsidiary shrine within the Kankeshwar precinct.
1.21|Date of Recording [2010-12-02
HISTORICAL DETAIL
2.01|Builtin Not known
2.02|Extensiong/ None
Modificationsin
2.03|Extensiong/ None
Modifications
Details
2.04|Earlier Name(s) NA
2.05|Earlier Use(s) Worship
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2.06

Historical
Significance

Religious complexes have many subsidiary shrines which are gradually added to the main temple.

Mankeshwar is one of such subsidiary shrines in the Kankeshwar precinct. Hence it is an integral part of this
historical landmark.

207

Cultural
Significance

The Mandir isafairly well preserved example of the traditional style of temple construction. The cultural
significance of the Mandir makes it necessary to preserveit.

2.08

Architectural
Significance

The Mankeshwar Mandir is a compact structure built in carved black basalt stone although modest in
comparison to the main mandir. It has a square garbhagruha with a porch on its east. The garbhagruhais
square with atiered pyramidal shikhara. It measures approx. 4 m x 4 m and about 6.50 m high at its apex
from the floor. It houses a shivling and has a singular entrance on its east. The mandir has atiered pyramidal
shikhara in dressed black basalt masonry. The porch is a compact structure approximately 2 m square. It has
two columns at the corner supporting a separate tiered pyramidal shikhara.

2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location: 72°55'06.36" E, 18°44'33.07" N

Kankeshwar is an isolated hill range located centrally in the Alibag MMR. It runs along the north - south axis
dividing the region in two parts on its east and west. This hill is accessible from the villages at its foothills,
although its primary accessis from the village Mapgaon at its southern foot. This village is off the Pen -
Alibag NH 4b by 7 km via Karle khind. The Kankeshwar mandir complex is situated at the highest point of
this hill range and reaches an elevation of approximately 320 m above MSL offering a panoramic view of the
surrounding region. The nearest coast / beach is at Kihim, approximately 9 km to itswest. Theterrainis hilly
and covered with dense natural vegetation supporting good biodiversity. The total area covered by the hill
range is approximately 3 km along the east - west axis and 7 km along the north - south axis, covering an
area of approximately 21 Sq Km.

The villages surrounding the Kankeshwar hill range have a primarily flat terrain surrounded by agricultural
land. Paddy cultivation isthe traditional occupation of its residents. Overall the region is green with natural
vegetation and plantations horticultural vegetation. A calm unhurried lifestyle remains a marked character of
these picturesque villages.

A large number of properties are now owned by the non-residents from Mumbai and other cities who develop
their properties as public beach resorts/ private villas with horticultural gardens. Tourism israpidly
becoming a growing industry. Besides this quite a few number of medium to large scale industries have
emerged in the surrounding areas. The nearest large scale industry is afertiliser factory setup by Rashtriya
Chemicals and Fertilizers (RCF) on the north eastern outskirts of village Thal in 1984. Thal is located at
approximately 10kms to the south east of Kankeshwar.

All of these factors have provided an alternative more lucrative means of livelihood. Most of the village
population has increased exponentially which has lead to redevel opment of residences at a scale which is not
appropriate to traditional architecture and has started rapidly changing the visual character of the most of the
villages.

Although Kankeshwar is a secluded hill range it is surrounded by the region rapidly undergoing
transformation. The temple complex is approached only by foot tracks. The main formal foot track starts
from the village Mapgaon at its southern foot. A southern saddle / ridge of the hill range ascends gradually to
the top over a distance of about 2 km reaching its max elevation of 340 m above MSL. Approximately 650
steps have been built along the saddle / ridge which lead from the foothill to the top passing through the
devrai (sacred grove). This path takes approximately 1 hour to reach the top.

The Mankeshwar Mandir isa small subsidiary shrine located southeast of the kalyani / pushkarni, near the
entrance to the mandir compl ex.

2.10

Other Significance

A (arc) - A simple shrine maintaining its original form and character;
A (cul) - It isactive in worship and forms an integral part of the mandir complex.

A ((his) - Integral part of this historical precinct.

2.11|Value A(arc),A(his),A(cul)

Classification
2.12|Recommended 1A

Grade

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
3.01|Height approx 8 m
3.02|No. of Floors Ground storey sturcture
Description Problem/Threat Condition

3.03|Structural System |[Load bearing structure The structure isintact. Good
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3.04|Plinth The Mankeshwar Mandir has afinely carved The stone plinth isintact but has aged with Good
plinth in black basalt stone about 0.75 m above |time.
the surrounding ground. Its porch is of similar
construction although at 0.60 m above the
surrounding level. The plinth has an external
protruding band about 0.30 m wide which runs
all along the periphery merging into the porch
floor onits east. (Refer photo no.002)
3.05|Walls The walls of the Mankeshwar Mandir and the |Thewalls are stable. Good
arein dressed black basalt stone masonry. They
are unplastered
and devoid of any ornamentation or
architectural detailing (Refer photo no.004,
005). They measure about 2 m in height.
3.06|Floors Mankeshwar Mandir has flooring of dressed The floor has weathered over the years. Minor
black basalt stone blocks. The original flooring Repair
remains unaltered.
3.07|Stairs Stone masonry steps None Good
3.08|Openings A single entrance leads into the garbhagruha.  [None Good
Rest of the faces are devoid of any openings.
3.09|Roof Mankeshwar Mandir has a pyramidal shikhar | The load bearing shikhara shows signs of Minor
constructed by corbelling black basalt stone distress. Repair
slabs separated with horizontal tiers and with
decorative horn like motifs at the corner and the
centre of each tier. The shikhar is capped by an
intricately carved stone amalaka crowned by a
simple carved stone kalash.(Refer photo no.002,
005)
3.10|Articulation Not applicable Not applicable -
3.11|Finishes Dressed black basalt stone The stone surface has weathered considerably. |Minor
Repair
3.12|Furniture Not applicable Not applicable -
3.13|Compound/Fence/ [Not applicable Not applicable -
Gate
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt |Not applicable Not applicable -
/ space /out
buildings/
landscape
3.15|Lighting Natural/ artificid None -
3.16|Ventilation Natural None -
3.17 [Electricity Provied by MSEB None -
3.18|Water Supply Not applicable Not applicable -
3.19|Plumbing & Not applicable Not applicable -
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire Not applicable Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security etc)
3.21|Incongruent Form: Original form unaltered

Transformation

Structure : Original structureis unaltered.

Articulation & Finishes: NA

3.22|Overall The Mandir is fairly maintained.
Maintenance
Status

3.23|Overall Condition |Good

RELEVANT DETAILS

4.01|D P Remarks MMR Landuse: Forest Zone
4.02|Overall Problems | The villages around the kankeshwar hill are rapidly undergoing a process of transformation to urbanisation
& Threats and changein lifestyle. The traditional sensitivity for the protection of the devrai islost and heavy

deforestation along the foothills and heavy land encroachment are visible inspite of the hill here marked

under forest zone. All of these factors have aready affected the ecosystem of thisisolated hill range. The
modern approach towards temple restoration is likely to change the original character of the monuments.
Excessive tourism may also destroy the serenity of the space.
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4.03|Additional Notes  |None
4.04|References
Books/'Documents |Book reference:Kankeshwar Devasathan
Gazette reference: Kolaba District Gazetteer
WebSites http://maharashtra.gov.in/english/gazetteer/ K OLABA/places Kanakeshvar%20Hill.html
Persons None
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035-A-Kankeshwar-01d-Mankeshwar Mandir

Google location map

002 South West view of the Mandir

004 View of the entrance porch

ENVIRODESIGNERS PVT. LTD.

001 View of the Mandir from South West showing
surrounding structures

003 West view of the Mandir

005 View of Mankeshwar Mandir from North

Plate A
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Record Detailsfor 035-A-K ankeshwar-0le-Rameshwar M andir

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 [Premise Name 035-A-Kankeshwar-0le-Rameshwar Mandir
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City NA
Ward NA
Village Mapgaon
I dentification 035 A Kankeshwar 01e Rameshwar Mandir
1.03(Internal Reference |RA-AI-NA-NA-Ma035 A_Kankeshwar_0le Rameshwar_Mandir
Number
1.04|CSNo 1/1
1.05|Street Name 1 Foot track from village Mapgaon
1.06|Street Name 2 Foot tracks from other villages at the foothill of the Kankeshwar hill range
1.07|Area/ Locality Kankeshwar hill range
1.08|Nearby landmark |None
if any
1.09|Pin Code 402201
1.10|Current Owner Kankeshwar Devasthan Trust, Forest Department
1.11|Type of Owner Trust
1.12|Type of Occupancy |-
1.13|Current Use Worship
1.14|Type of Use Religious
1.15|Age Not known
1.16|Plot Area(sg.mt) |[NA
1.17|Built Up Area Approx. 25 Sgm
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Minor Repair
building
1.19|Grade 1A
1.20|Brief Detail Subsidiary shrine within the Kankeshwar precinct.
1.21|Date of Recording [2010-12-02
HISTORICAL DETAIL
2.01|Builtin Not known
2.02|Extensiong/ NA
Modificationsin
2.03|Extensiong/ NA
Modifications
Details
2.04|Earlier Name(s) NA
2.05|Earlier Use(s) Worship
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2.06

Historical
Significance

Religious complexes have many subsidiary shrines which are gradually added to the main temple.

Rameshwar is one of such subsidiary shrines in the Kankeshwar precinct. Hence it is an integral part of this
historical landmark.

207

Cultural
Significance

The Mandir isafairly well preserved example of the traditional style of temple construction. The cultural
significance of the Mandir makes it necessary to preserveit.

2.08

Architectural
Significance

The Rameshwar Mandir is asmall subsidiary shrine. It is austere and without any ornamentation. It lacks the

intricacy of the smaller shrines or the main mandir largely due to the laterite stone used for its construction. It
consists of a single square garbhagruha measuring 5 m with a single entrance from the west. The Mandir has

asimple pyramidal shikhar.

2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location: 72°55'06.36" E, 18°44'33.07" N

Kankeshwar is an isolated hill range located centrally in the Alibag MMR. It runs along the north - south axis
dividing the region in two parts on its east and west. This hill is accessible from the villages at its foothills,
although its primary accessis from the village Mapgaon at its southern foot. This village is off the Pen -
Alibag NH 4b by 7 km via Karle khind. The Kankeshwar mandir complex is situated at the highest point of
this hill range and reaches an elevation of approximately 320m above MSL offering a panoramic view of the
surrounding region. The nearest coast / beach is at Kihim, approximately 9 km to itswest. Theterrain is hilly
and covered with dense natural vegetation supporting good biodiversity. The total area covered by the hill
range is approximately 3 km along the east - west axis and 7 km along the north - south axis, covering an
area of approximately 21 Sq Km.

The villages surrounding the Kankeshwar hill range have a primarily flat terrain surrounded by agricultural
land. Paddy cultivation is the traditional occupation of its residents. Overall the region is green with natural
vegetation and plantations horticultural vegetation. A calm unhurried lifestyle remains a marked character of
these picturesque villages.

A large number of properties are now owned by the non-residents from Mumbai and other cities who develop
their properties as public beach resorts/ private villas with horticultural gardens. Tourismisrapidly
becoming a growing industry. Besides this quite a few number of medium to large scale industries have
emerged in the surrounding areas. The nearest large scale industry is afertiliser factory setup by Rashtriya
Chemicals and Fertilizers (RCF) on the north eastern outskirts of village Thal in 1984. Thal is located at
approximately 10kms to the south east of Kankeshwar.

All of these factors have provided an alternative more lucrative means of livelihood. Most of the village
population has increased exponentially which has lead to redevel opment of residences at a scale which is not
appropriate to traditional architecture and has started rapidly changing the visual character of the most of the
villages.

Although Kankeshwar is a secluded hill range it is surrounded by the region rapidly undergoing
transformation. The temple complex is approached only by foot tracks. The main formal foot track starts
from the village Mapgaon at its southern foot. A southern saddle / ridge of the hill range ascends gradually to
the top over a distance of about 2 km reaching its max elevation of 340 m above MSL. Approximately 650
steps have been built along the saddle / ridge which lead from the foothill to the top passing through the
devrai (sacred grove). This path takes approximately 1 hour to reach the top.

The Rameshwar mandir a small subsidiary shrine located north east of the kalyani / pushkarni.

2.10

Other Significance

A (arc) - A simple shrine maintaining its original form and character;
A (cul) - It isactive in worship and forms an integral part of the mandir complex.

A ((his) - Integral part of this historical precinct.

2.11|Value A(arc),A(his),A(cul)

Classification
2.12|Recommended 1A

Grade

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
3.01|Height approx 8 m
3.02|No. of Floors Ground floor structure
Description Problem/Threat Condition

3.03|Structural System |[Load bearing structure The structure isintact. Good
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3.04|Plinth Rameshwar Mandir has a simple plinth band The stone plinth isintact but has aged with Good
projected from the main building constructed in |time.
laterite stone. It is 0.45 m above its surrounding
ground level and accessed by simple stepsin
laterite blocks.
3.05|Walls Rameshwar Mandir has plain wallsin laterite, |Thewallsare stable. Good
lime plastered on both sides. They measure
about 2.50 min height (Refer
photo no.002, 003, 004)..
3.06|Floors The original flooring of the Rameshwar Mandir |Nothing of the original flooring remains. Minor
has now been changed to IPSfloor. Repair
3.07|Stairs L aterite stone steps None -
3.08|Openings Rameshwar Mandir has simple narrow entrance [None -
openings without any ornamentation.
3.09|Roof Rameshwar Mandir has a shikhar constructed [ The lime plastered shikhar is painted with Minor
by corbelling |aterite stone blocks, finished with |incongruent paint shades. Repair
lime plaster on both sides.The shikhar is shaped
externally as a tapering octagon crowned by
amalaka. Small shikharas supported by short
pillars are located at the corners of the roof. The
shikhar measures about 1.75 m in height.(Refer
photo no.002, 003).
3.10|Articulation None Not applicable -
3.11|Finishes Lime plastered walls Painted with inconguent paint shades. Minor
Repair
3.12|Furniture Not applicable Not applicable -
3.13|Compound/Fence/ [Not applicable Not applicable -
Gate
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt |Not applicable Not applicable -
/ space /out
buildings/
landscape
3.15|Lighting Natural/ artificid None -
3.16|Ventilation Natural None -
3.17 [Electricity Provided by MSEB None -
3.18|Water Supply Natural None -
3.19|Plumbing & Not applicable Not applicable -
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire Not applicable Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security etc)
3.21|Incongruent Form: Original form unaltered

Transformation

Structure: Original structure is unaltered.

Articulation & Finishes: NA

3.22|Overall The Mandir is fairly maintained.
Maintenance
Status

3.23|Overall Condition |Minor Repair

RELEVANT DETAILS

4.01|D P Remarks MMR Landuse: Forest Zone
4.02|Overall Problems | The villages around the kankeshwar hill are rapidly undergoing a process of transformation to urbanisation
& Threats and changein lifestyle. The traditional sensitivity for the protection of the devrai islost and heavy

deforestation along the foothills and heavy land encroachment are visible inspite of the hill here marked
under forest zone. All of these factors have aready affected the ecosystem of thisisolated hill range. The
modern approach towards temple restoration is likely to change the original character of the monuments.
Excessive tourism may also destroy the serenity of the space.

4.03|Additional Notes  |None

4.04 | References
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Books/Documents

Book reference:K ankeshwar Devasathan

Gazette reference: Kolaba District Gazetteer

WebSites

http://maharashtra.gov.in/english/gazetteer/ K OLABA/places Kanakeshvar%20Hill.html

Per sons

None
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035-A-Kankeshwar-01e-Rameshwar Mandir Plate A

Google location map

002 West view of Rameshwar Mandir

ENVIRODESIGNERS PVT. LTD.

001 Rameshwar Mandir view wth surrounding structures

003 South West view of Rameshwar 004 Interior view of the dome
Mandir

91



Record Detailsfor 035-A-K ankeshwar-01f-Vishnu M andir

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 [Premise Name 035-A-Kankeshwar-01f-Vishnu Mandir
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City NA
Ward NA
Village Mapgaon
I dentification 035 A Kankeshwar 01f Vishnu Mandir
1.03(Internal Reference |RA-AI-NA-NA-Ma035 A_Kankeshwar_01f Vishnu_Mandir
Number
1.04|CSNo 1/1
1.05|Street Name 1 Foot track from village Mapgaon
1.06|Street Name 2 Foot tracks from other villages at the foothill of the Kankeshwar hill range
1.07|Area/ Locality Kankeshwar hill range
1.08|Nearby landmark |None
if any
1.09|Pin Code 402201
1.10|Current Owner Kankeshwar Devasthan Trust, Forest Department
1.11|Type of Owner Trust
1.12|Type of Occupancy |-
1.13|Current Use Worship
1.14|Type of Use Religious
1.15|Age Not known
1.16|Plot Area(sg.mt) |[NA
1.17(Built Up Area Approx. 21 Sqgm
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Minor Repair
building
1.19|Grade 1A
1.20|Brief Detail Subsidiary shrine within the Kankeshwar precinct.
1.21|Date of Recording [2010-12-02
HISTORICAL DETAIL
2.01|Builtin Not known
2.02|Extensiong/ None
Modificationsin
2.03|Extensiong/ None
Modifications
Details
2.04|Earlier Name(s) NA
2.05|Earlier Use(s) Worship
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2.06

Historical
Significance

Religious complexes have many subsidiary shrines which are gradually added to the main temple.

Vishnu Mandir is one of such subsidiary shrinesin the Kankeshwar precinct. Hence it is an integral part of
this historical landmark.

207

Cultural
Significance

The Mandir isafairly well preserved example of the traditional style of temple construction. The cultural
significance of the Mandir makes it necessary to preserveit.

2.08

Architectural
Significance

The Vishnu Mandir is austere and without any ornamentation. It lacks the intricacy of the smaller shrines or
the main Mandir largely due to the laterite stone used for its construction. It consists of a single square
garbhagruha admeasuring 5 m with a single entrance from the west. The Mandir has a simple pyramidal
shikhara

2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location: 72°55'06.36" E, 18°44'33.07" N

Kankeshwar is an isolated hill range located centrally in the Alibag MMR. It runs along the north - south axis
dividing the region in two parts on its east and west. This hill is accessible from the villages at its foothills,
although its primary accessis from the village Mapgaon at its southern foot. This village is off the Pen -
Alibag NH 4b by 7 km via Karle khind. The Kankeshwar Mandir complex is situated at the highest point of
this hill range and reaches an elevation of approximately 320 m above MSL offering a panoramic view of the
surrounding region. The nearest coast / beach is at Kihim, approximately 9 km to itswest. Theterrain is hilly
and covered with dense natural vegetation supporting good biodiversity. The total area covered by the hill
range is approximately 3 km along the east - west axis and 7 km along the north - south axis, covering an
area of approximately 21 Sq Km.

The villages surrounding the Kankeshwar hill range have a primarily flat terrain surrounded by agricultural
land. Paddy cultivation is the traditional occupation of its residents. Overall the region is green with natural
vegetation and plantations horticultural vegetation. A calm unhurried lifestyle remains a marked character of
these picturesque villages.

A large number of properties are now owned by the non-residents from Mumbai and other cities who develop
their properties as public beach resorts/ private villas with horticultural gardens. Tourismisrapidly
becoming a growing industry. Besides this quite a few number of medium to large scale industries have
emerged in the surrounding areas. The nearest large scale industry is afertiliser factory setup by Rashtriya
Chemicals and Fertilizers (RCF) on the north eastern outskirts of village Thal in 1984. Thal is located at
approximately 10kms to the south east of Kankeshwar.

All of these factors have provided an alternative more lucrative means of livelihood. Most of the village
population has increased exponentially which has lead to redevel opment of residences at a scale which is not
appropriate to traditional architecture and has started rapidly changing the visual character of the most of the
villages.

Although Kankeshwar is a secluded hill range it is surrounded by the region rapidly undergoing
transformation. The temple complex is approached only by foot tracks. The main formal foot track starts
from the village Mapgaon at its southern foot. A southern saddle / ridge of the hill range ascends gradually to
the top over a distance of about 2 km reaching its max elevation of 340 M above MSL. Approximately 650
steps have been built along the saddle / ridge which lead from the foothill to the top passing through the
devrai (sacred grove). This path takes approximately 1 hour to reach the top.

The Vishnu Mandir islocated to the north of the octagona kalyani / pushkarni.

2.10

Other Significance

A (arc) - A simple shrine maintaining its original form and character;
A (cul) - It isactive in worship and forms an integral part of the mandir complex.

A ((his) - Integral part of this historical precinct.

2.11|Value A(arc),A(his),A(cul)

Classification
2.12|Recommended 1A

Grade

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
3.01|Height approx 10 m
3.02|No. of Floors Ground floor strcuture
Description Problem/Threat Condition

3.03|Structural System |[Load bearing structure The structure isintact. Good
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3.04

Plinth

Vishnu Mandir has a simple plinth band
projected from the main building constructed in
laterite stone. It is 0.45 m above its surrounding
ground level and accessed by simple stepsin
laterite blocks.

The stone plinth isintact but has aged with
time.

3.05|Walls Vishnu Mandir has plain wallsin laterite, lime |Thewalls are stable. Good
plastered on both sides, although most of its
faces are left exposed (Refer
photo no.002).
3.06|Floors The original flooring of the Vishnu Mandir has |Nothing of the orginal flooring remains. Minor
now been changed to IPS floor. Repair
3.07|Stairs Stone masonry steps None Good
3.08|Openings Vishnu Mandir has simple narrow entrance None Good
openings without any ornamentation.
3.09|Roof Vishnu Mandir has a shikhara constructed by | The lime plastered shikhar is painted with Minor
corbelling | aterite stone blocks, finished with  |incongruent paint shades. Repair
lime plaster on both sides. The shikhar is
shaped externally as a tapering octagon
crowned by amalaka. Small shikharas supported
by short pillars are located at the corners of the
roof. The shikhar measures about .75 min
height (Refer photo no.001, 002).
3.10|Articulation Not applicable Not applicable -
3.11|Finishes Exposed laterite masonry Lime plastered walls. |Painted over with incongruent paint shades. Minor
Repair
3.12|Furniture Not applicable Not applicable -
3.13|Compound/Fence/ [Not applicable Not applicable -
Gate
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt |Not applicable Not applicable -
/ space /out
buildings/
landscape
3.15|Lighting Natural/ artificid None -
3.16|Ventilation Natural None -
3.17|Electricity Provided by MSEB Not applicable -
3.18|Water Supply Natural None -
3.19|Plumbing & Natural None -
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire Not applicable Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security etc)
3.21|Incongruent Form: Original form unaltered

Transformation

Structure: Original structure is unaltered.

Articulation & Finishes: NA

3.22|Overall The Mandir is fairly maintained.
Maintenance
Status

3.23|Overall Condition |Minor Repair

RELEVANT DETAILS

4.01|D P Remarks MMR Landuse: Forest Zone
4.02|Overall Problems | The villages around the kankeshwar hill are rapidly undergoing a process of transformation to urbanisation
& Threats and changein lifestyle. The traditional sensitivity for the protection of the devrai islost and heavy

deforestation along the foothills and heavy land encroachment are visible inspite of the hill here marked
under forest zone. All of these factors have aready affected the ecosystem of thisisolated hill range. The
modern approach towards temple restoration is likely to change the original character of the monuments.
Excessive tourism may also destroy the serenity of the space.

4.03|Additional Notes  |None

4.04 | References
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Books/Documents

Book reference:K ankeshwar Devasathan

Gazette reference: Kolaba District Gazetteer

WebSites

http://maharashtra.gov.in/english/gazetteer/ K OLABA/places Kanakeshvar%20Hill.html

Per sons

None

95




Images

96



035-A-Kankeshwar-01f-Vishnu Mandir

Google location map

002 South East view of Vishnu Mandir

ENVIRODESIGNERS PVT. LTD.

001 East view of Vishnu Mandir

003 Main deity idol

Plate A
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Record Details for 035-A-K ankeshwar-01g-Bramhakund

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 |Premise Name 035-A-Kankeshwar-01g-Bramhakund
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City NA
Ward NA
Village Mapgaon
I dentification 035 A Kankeshwar 01g Bramhakund
1.03|Internal Reference |RA-AI-NA-NA-Ma-035 A Kankeshwar_01g Ramkund
Number
1.04|CSNo 1/1
1.05|Street Name 1 Foot track from village Mapgaon
1.06|Street Name 2 Foot tracks from other villages at the foothill of the Kankeshwar hill range
1.07|Area/ Locality Kankeshwar hill range
1.08|Nearby landmark |None
if any
1.09|Pin Code 402201
1.10|Current Owner Kankeshwar Devasthan Trust, Forest Department
1.11|Type of Owner Trust
1.12|Type of Occupancy |-
1.13|Current Use Worship
1.14|Type of Use Religious
1.15|Age Not known
1.16|Plot Area (sg.mt) |Approx. 400 Sq m with periphery
1.17(Built Up Area Same as above
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Good
building
1.19|Grade 1A
1.20|Brief Detail A stone masonry large water tank (pushkarini) within the Kankeshwar devrai.
1.21|Date of Recording [2010-12-02

HISTORICAL DETAIL

2.01|Built in Not known
2.02|Extensions/ NA

M odificationsin
2.03|Extensions/ NA

M odifications

Details
2.04|Earlier Name(s) Not known
2.05|Earlier Use(s) Worship
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2.06

Historical
Significance

Pushkarini or kund are Temple tanks built as part of the temple complex in Indian temples.

The Bhrama kund at Kankeshwar Devrai is an integral part of this historical precinct.

2.07

Cultural
Significance

Water bodies were mostly associated with religious and cultural buildings. They were an integral part of the
rituals, traditions and folklore. Customs and stories make it sacrosanct, thus maintaining a tangible link
between the community and the natural world around it.

These water tanks are strategically located to benefit from natural fresh water springs/ catchment areas. These
not only provide water for the Kankeshwar complex but aso help in improvement of micro climate of the
region.

The Bhrama kund amidst the devrai and Mandir complex creates a sacred identity for the Kankeshwar
precinct.

2.08

Architectural
Significance

Bhrama Kund is afairly large square Pushkarini completely surrounded by vegetation separated by a
compound wall. Twin entrance arches on the western boundary wall lead into the kalyani premises. The other
faces have singular arches at their centres from which steps descend into the kalyani. The Pushkarni is built
entirely in laterite stone and admeasures approximately 15 m x 15 m square. It descends to a depth of
approximately 4 m

2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location: 72°55'06.36" E, 18°44'33.07" N

Kankeshwar is an isolated hill range located centrally in the Alibag MMR. It runs along the north - south axis
dividing the region in two parts on its east and west. This hill is accessible from the villages at its foothills,
although its primary accessis from the village Mapgaon at its southern foot. This village is off the Pen -
Alibag NH 4b by 7 km via Karle khind. The Kankeshwar mandir complex is situated at the highest point of
this hill range and reaches an elevation of approximately 320m above MSL offering a panoramic view of the
surrounding region. The nearest coast / beach is at Kihim, approximately 9 km to itswest. Theterrainis hilly
and covered with dense natural vegetation supporting good biodiversity. The total area covered by the hill
range is approximately 3 km along the east - west axis and 7 km along the north - south axis, covering an
area of approximately 21 Sq Km.

The villages surrounding the Kankeshwar hill range have a primarily flat terrain surrounded by agricultural
land. Paddy cultivation isthe traditional occupation of its residents. Overall the region is green with natural
vegetation and plantations horticultural vegetation. A calm unhurried lifestyle remains a marked character of
these picturesque villages.

A large number of properties are now owned by the non-residents from Mumbai and other cities who develop
their properties as public beach resorts/ private villas with horticultural gardens. Tourismisrapidly
becoming a growing industry. Besides this quite a few number of medium to large scale industries have
emerged in the surrounding areas. The nearest large scale industry is afertiliser factory setup by Rashtriya
Chemicals and Fertilizers (RCF) on the north eastern outskirts of village Thal in 1984. Thal is located at
approximately 10kms to the south east of Kankeshwar.

All of these factors have provided an alternative more lucrative means of livelihood. Most of the village
population has increased exponentially which has lead to redevel opment of residences at a scale which is not
appropriate to traditional architecture and has started rapidly changing the visual character of the most of the
villages.

Although Kankeshwar is a secluded hill range it is surrounded by the region rapidly undergoing
transformation. The temple complex is approached only by foot tracks. The main formal foot track starts
from the village Mapgaon at its southern foot. A southern saddle / ridge of the hill range ascends gradually to
the top over a distance of about 2 km reaching its max elevation of 340 m above MSL. Approximately 650
steps have been built aong the saddle / ridge which lead from the foothill to the top passing through the
devrai (sacred grove). This path takes approximately 1 hour to reach the top.

Bhrama Kund is a square Pushkarini located next to the Hanuman Mandir. It is situated 300 m southeast of
the mandir complex and lies to the east of the paved path |eading to the mandir complex within the
Kankeshwar devrai.

2.10

Other Significance

A (arc) - A good example of afairly large water tank
A (cul) - It forms an integral part of the mandir complex
A ((his) - Integral part of the historical precinct

| (sce) - A very interesting feature of the complex, set amidst the devrai, it has potential for eco tourism.

2.11|Value A(arc),A(his),A(cul),l(sce)
Classification

2.12|Recommended 1A
Grade
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PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

3.01|Height Approx 2 m below surrounding ground level.
3.02|No. of Floors G-1 floor
Description Problem/Thr eat Condition
3.03|Structural System |The natural water sourceis reformed into an The stone masonry isintact but has weathered |Good
sguare enclosure by constructing a embankment |over the period.
wall which steps down in load bearing |aterite
stone to retain the water.
3.04|Plinth Not applicable Not applicable -
3.05|Walls The Bhrama Kund is constructed entirely in The laterite walls show signs of aging but are | Good
exposed dressed |aterite stone blocks (refer overall stable.
photo no.002, 003). It has a peripheral
compound wall of approximately 2 m height
(refer photo no. 001). The kund wall has two
projected tiers
which continue as steps running along the inner
periphery of the kund. Both the tiers are
approximately 0.75 min height. The upper tier
has a curb of about 0.45 m which visually
enhancesits height.
3.06|Floors Not applicable Not applicable -
3.07|Stairs The laterite stone steps run continuously along | The stone surface of the steps has weathered Good
theinner periphery of the kund after descending |over the period of time.
two tiers.
3.08|Openings Not applicable Not applicable -
3.09|Roof Not applicable Not applicable -
3.10]Articulation None Not applicable -
3.11|Finishes Exposed |aterite stone The stone surface has weathered considerably.  |Minor
Repair
3.12|Furniture Not applicable Not applicable -
3.13|Compound/Fence/ |[Not applicable Not applicable -
Gate
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt |[Not applicable Not applicable -
/ space /out
buildings/
landscape
3.15|Lighting Not applicable Not applicable -
3.16|Ventilation Not applicable Not applicable -
3.17|Electricity Not applicable Not applicable -
3.18|Water Supply Natural Natural springsin the kund None -
3.19|Plumbing & Not applicable Not applicable -
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire Not applicable Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security etc)
3.21|Incongruent Form: Original form unaltered

Transformation

Structure : Origina structureis unaltered.
Articulation & Finishes: NA

3.22|Overall The Kund is fairly maintained and needs to be conserved
M aintenance
Status

3.23|Overall Condition |Good

RELEVANT DETAILS

|4.01|D P Remarks

MMR Landuse: Forest Zone
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4.02

Overall Problems
& Threats

The villages around the kankeshwar hill are rapidly undergoing a process of transformation to urbanisation
and changein lifestyle. The traditional sensitivity for the protection of the devrai islost and heavy
deforestation aong the foothills and heavy land encroachment are visible inspite of the hill here marked
under forest zone. All of these factors have aready affected the ecosystem of thisisolated hill range. The
modern approach towards temple restoration is likely to change the original character of the monuments.
Excessive tourism may also destroy the serenity of the space.

4.03|Additional Notes  |None
4.04 |References
Books/Documents |Book reference:Kankeshwar Devasathan
Gazette reference: Kolaba District Gazetteer
WebSites http://maharashtra.gov.in/english/gazetteer/ K OLABA/places Kanakeshvar%20Hill.html
Per sons None
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035-A-Kankeshwar-01g-Bramhakund Plate A

Google location map 001 Boundary wall of Bramhakund

002 Southern view of Bramhakund and the surrounding devrai

003 Interior view of Bramhakund 004 Arched opening of Bramhakund 005 Niche in the periphery wall
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Record Detailsfor 035-A-K ankeshwar-01h-Gomukh

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 [Premise Name 035-A-Kankeshwar-01h-Gomukh
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City NA
Ward NA
Village Mapgaon
I dentification 035 A Kankeshwar 01h Gomukh
1.03(Internal Reference |RA-AI-NA-NA-Ma035 A_Kankeshwar_01h Gomukh
Number
1.04|CSNo 11
1.05|Street Name 1 Foot track from village Mapgaon
1.06|Street Name 2 Foot tracks from other villages at the foothill of the Kankeshwar hill range
1.07|Area/ Locality Kankeshwar hill range
1.08|Nearby landmark |None
if any
1.09|Pin Code 402201
1.10|Current Owner Kankeshwar Devasthan Trust, Forest Department
1.11|Type of Owner Trust
1.12|Type of Occupancy |NA
1.13|Current Use Worship
1.14|Type of Use Religious
1.15|Age Not known
1.16|Plot Area(sg.mt) |[NA
1.17|Built Up Area Approx. 300 Sgm
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Minor Repair
building
1.19|Grade 1A
1.20|Brief Detail A water inlet through Gomukh (Cowhead sculpture) into the tank built around a natural spring in
Kankeshwar devrai.
1.21|Date of Recording [2010-12-02
HISTORICAL DETAIL
2.01|Builtin Not known
2.02|Extensions/ None
M odificationsin
2.03|Extensions/ None
Modifications
Details
2.04|Earlier Name(s) Goumukh
2.05|Earlier Use(s) Worship
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2.06|Historical Pushkarini or kund are Temple tanks or reservoirs built as part of the temple complex in Indian temples.
Significance
The gomukh at Kankeshwar Devrai is an integral part of this historical precinct.
2.07|Cultural Water bodies were mostly associated with religious and cultural buildings. They were an integral part of the
Significance rituals, traditions and folklore. Customs and stories make it sacrosanct, thus maintaining atangible link
between the community and the natural world around it.
These water tanks are strategically located to benefit from natural fresh water springs/ catchment areas. These
not only provide water for the Kankeshwar complex but aso help in improvement of micro climate of the
region.
The Gomukh amidst the devrai creates a sacred identity for the Kankeshwar precinct.
2.08|Architectural The goumukh is arectangular water tank / cistern built around a natural spring. A stone Gomukh marks the

Significance

entry point of the spring water into the tank.

The tank measures approximately 8 m wide x 4 min depth. It is constructed entirely in laterite stone blocks.
A paved area abuts its western edge.

2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location: 72°55'06.36" E, 18°44'33.07" N

Kankeshwar is an isolated hill range located centrally in the Alibag MMR. It runs along the north - south axis
dividing the region in two parts on its east and west. This hill is accessible from the villages at its foothills,
although its primary accessis from the village Mapgaon at its southern foot. This village is off the Pen -
Alibag NH 4b by 7 km via Karle khind. The Kankeshwar Mandir complex is situated at the highest point of
this hill range and reaches an elevation of approximately 320m above MSL offering a panoramic view of the
surrounding region. The nearest coast / beach is at Kihim, approximately 9 km to itswest. The terrain is hilly
and covered with dense natural vegetation supporting good biodiversity. The total area covered by the hill
rangeis approximately 3 km along the east - west axis and 7 km along the north - south axis, covering an
area of approximately 21 Sq Km.

The villages surrounding the Kankeshwar hill range have a primarily flat terrain surrounded by agricultural
land. Paddy cultivation isthe traditional occupation of its residents. Overall the region is green with natural
vegetation and plantations horticultural vegetation. A calm unhurried lifestyle remains a marked character of
these picturesque villages.

A large number of properties are now owned by the non-residents from Mumbai and other cities who develop
their properties as public beach resorts/ private villas with horticultural gardens. Tourism israpidly
becoming a growing industry. Besides this quite afew number of medium to large scale industries have
emerged in the surrounding areas. The nearest large scale industry is afertiliser factory setup by Rashtriya
Chemicals and Fertilizers (RCF) on the north eastern outskirts of village Thal in 1984. Thal islocated at
approximately 10kms to the south east of Kankeshwar.

All of these factors have provided an alternative more lucrative means of livelihood. Most of the village
population has increased exponentially which has lead to redevel opment of residences at a scale which is not
appropriate to traditional architecture and has started rapidly changing the visual character of the most of the
villages.

Although Kankeshwar is a secluded hill range it is surrounded by the region rapidly undergoing
transformation. The temple complex is approached only by foot tracks. The main formal foot track starts
from the village Mapgaon at its southern foot. A southern saddle / ridge of the hill range ascends gradually to
the top over adistance of about 2 km reaching its max elevation of 340 M above MSL. Approximately 650
steps have been built aong the saddle / ridge which lead from the foothill to the top passing through the
devrai (sacred grove). This path takes approximately 1 hour to reach the top.

A paved path leads to the north of the mandir complex from the Vishnu Mandir passing through devrai. At a
distance of about 200 m lies the Gomukh.

2.10

Other Significance

A (arc) - A good example of awater tank
A (cul) - It forms an integral part of the mandir complex
A ((his) - Integral part of the historical precinct

| (sce) - A very interesting feature of the complex, set amidst the devrai, it has potential for eco tourism.

2.11|Value A(arc),A(his),A(cul),l(sce)
Classification

2.12|Recommended 1A
Grade
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PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

3.01|Height Approx 2 m below surrounding ground level
3.02|No. of Floors NA
Description Problem/Thr eat Condition
3.03|Structural System |The natural water sourceis reformed into an The stone masonry isintact but has weathered |Good
sguare enclosure by constructing a embankment |over the period.
wall inload bearing laterite
stone to retain the water.
3.04|Plinth Not applicable Not applicable -
3.05\Walls The Gomukh water cistern consists of the The laterite walls show signs of aging but are | Minor
main kund and peripheral curbs (refer photo overall stable. Repair
no.001, 002,004). The main kund has atiered
retaining wall on the slopes from three sides. A
low wall marks its western boundary. An open
paved area on its western bank acts as the
congregation /holding space with a small wall
with built-in ledges. Exposed dressed |aterite
stone blocks are used to
construct this tank. The kund measures about 10
m in length along the north - south axis and
about 5 m along the east - west axis. The
holding space measures approximately 10 m x
m
3.06|Floors Not applicable Not applicable -
3.07|Stairs Not applicable Not applicable -
3.08| Openings Not applicable Not applicable -
3.09|Roof Not applicable Not applicable -
3.10|Articulation Not applicable Not applicable -
3.11|Finishes Exposed | aterite stone The stone surface has weathered considerably. |Minor
Repair
3.12|Furniture Not applicable Not applicable -
3.13|Compound/Fence/ [Not applicable Not applicable -
Gate
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt |Not applicable Not applicable -
/ space /out
buildings/
landscape
3.15|Lighting Not applicable Not applicable -
3.16|Ventilation Not applicable Not applicable -
3.17 |Electricity Not applicable Not applicable -
3.18|Water Supply Natural None -
3.19|Plumbing & Not applicable Not applicable -
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire Not applicable Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security etc)
3.21|Incongruent Form: Original form unaltered
Transformation
Structure : Original structureis unaltered.
Articulation & Finishes: NA
3.22|Overall Not applicable
Maintenance
Status
3.23|Overall Condition |Minor Repair

RELEVANT DETAILS

|4.01|D P Remarks

MMR Landuse: Forest Zone
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4.02|Overall Problems | The villages around the kankeshwar hill are rapidly undergoing a process of transformation to urbanisation
& Threats and changein lifestyle. The traditional sensitivity for the protection of the devrai islost and heavy
deforestation aong the foothills and heavy land encroachment are visible inspite of the hill here marked
under forest zone. All of these factors have aready affected the ecosystem of thisisolated hill range. The
modern approach towards temple restoration is likely to change the original character of the monuments.
Excessive tourism may also destroy the serenity of the space.
4.03|Additional Notes  |None
4.04|References
Books/Documents |Book reference:Kankeshwar Devasathan
Gazette reference: Kolaba District Gazetteer
WebSites http://maharashtra.gov.in/english/gazetteer/ K OLABA/places Kanakeshvar%20Hill.html
Persons None
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035-A-Kankeshwar-01h-Gomukh Plate A

Google location map 001 Gomukh kund

002 Gomukh kund amidst the surrounding devrai

003 Gomukh 004 Holding area in front of the Gomukh 005 Laterite flooring of holding area
near the Gomukh
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Record Detailsfor 035-A-K ankeshwar -01i-Paleshwar M andir

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 [Premise Name 035-A-Kankeshwar-01i-Paleshwar Mandir
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City NA
Ward NA
Village Mapgaon
I dentification 035 A Kankeshwar 01i Paleshwar Mandir
1.03(Internal Reference |RA-AI-NA-NA-Ma035 A_Kankeshwar_01i_Paleshwar_Mandir
Number
1.04|CSNo 1/1
1.05|Street Name 1 Foot track from village Mapgaon
1.06|Street Name 2 Foot tracks from other villages at the foothill of the Kankeshwar hill range
1.07|Area/ Locality Kankeshwar hill range
1.08|Nearby landmark |None
if any
1.09|Pin Code 402201
1.10|Current Owner Kankeshwar Devasthan Trust, Forest Department
1.11|Type of Owner Trust
1.12|Type of Occupancy |-
1.13|Current Use Worship
1.14|Type of Use Religious
1.15|Age Not known
1.16|Plot Area(sg.mt) |[NA
1.17|Built Up Area Approx. 25 Sgm
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Good
building
1.19|Grade 1A
1.20|Brief Detail Subsidiary shrine within the Kankeshwar precinct.
1.21|Date of Recording [2010-12-02
HISTORICAL DETAIL
2.01|Builtin Not known
2.02|Extensiong/ NA
Modificationsin
2.03|Extensiong/ NA
Modifications
Details
2.04|Earlier Name(s) NA
2.05|Earlier Use(s) Worship
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2.06

Historical
Significance

Religious complexes have many subsidiary shrines which are gradually added to the main temple or in its
vicinty.

Paleshwar is one of such subsidiary shrinesin the Kankeshwar precinct. Henceit is an integral part of this
historical landmark.

2.07

Cultural
Significance

The mandir isafairly well preserved example of the traditional style of temple construction. The cultural
significance of the mandir makes it necessary to preserveit.

2.08

Architectural
Significance

The mandir is austere structure without any ornamentation yet well proportioned. The mandir consists of a
single square domed garbhagruha admeasuring 4 m with a single entrance from the east. It is constructed in
| aterite stone covered with smooth plaster.

2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location: 72°55'06.36" E, 18°44'33.07" N

Kankeshwar is an isolated hill range located centrally in the Alibag MMR. It runs along the north - south axis
dividing the region in two parts on its east and west. This hill is accessible from the villages at its foothills,
although its primary accessis from the village Mapgaon at its southern foot. This village is off the Pen -
Alibag NH 4b by 7 km via Karle khind. The Kankeshwar mandir complex is situated at the highest point of
this hill range and reaches an elevation of approximately 320m above MSL offering a panoramic view of the
surrounding region. The nearest coast / beach is at Kihim, approximately 9 km to itswest. Theterrain is hilly
and covered with dense natural vegetation supporting good biodiversity. The total area covered by the hill
range is approximately 3 km along the east - west axis and 7 km along the north - south axis, covering an
area of approximately 21 Sq Km.

The villages surrounding the Kankeshwar hill range have a primarily flat terrain surrounded by agricultural
land. Paddy cultivation isthe traditional occupation of its residents. Overall the region is green with natural
vegetation and plantations horticultural vegetation. A calm unhurried lifestyle remains a marked character of
these picturesque villages.

A large number of properties are now owned by the non-residents from Mumbai and other cities who develop
their properties as public beach resorts/ private villas with horticultural gardens. Tourismisrapidly
becoming a growing industry. Besides this quite a few number of medium to large scale industries have
emerged in the surrounding areas. The nearest large scale industry is afertiliser factory setup by Rashtriya
Chemicals and Fertilizers (RCF) on the north eastern outskirts of village Thal in 1984. Thal is located at
approximately 10kms to the south east of Kankeshwar.

All of these factors have provided an alternative more lucrative means of livelihood. Most of the village
population has increased exponentially which has lead to redevel opment of residences at a scale which is not
appropriate to traditional architecture and has started rapidly changing the visual character of the most of the
villages.

Although Kankeshwar is a secluded hill range it is surrounded by the region rapidly undergoing
transformation. The temple complex is approached only by foot tracks. The main formal foot track starts
from the village Mapgaon at its southern foot. A southern saddle / ridge of the hill range ascends gradually to
the top over adistance of about 2 km reaching its max elevation of 340 M above MSL. Approximately 650
steps have been built along the saddle / ridge which lead from the foothill to the top passing through the
devrai (sacred grove). This path takes approximately 1 hour to reach the top.

The Paleshwar Mandir isasmall shrine located approximately 300 m away to the southeast of the mandir
complex. It lies on the paved path leading to the mandir complex surrounded by devrai.

2.10

Other Significance

A (arc) - A simple shrine maintaining its original form and character;
A (cul) - It isactive in worship and forms an integral part of the mandir complex

A ((his) - Integral part of this historical precinct.

2.11|Value A(arc),A(his),A(cul)
Classification
2.12|Recommended 1A
Grade
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
3.01|Height approx 8 m
3.02|No. of Floors Ground floor stucture
Description Problem/Threat Condition
3.03|Structural System |[Load bearing structure The structure isintact. Good
3.04|Plinth The plinth of the Paleshwar Mandir isjust 0.15 |The stone plinth isintact but has aged with Good
m above itsimmediate ground level. It isin time.
dressed |aterite stone. 169




3.05|Walls Paleshwar mandir has plain wallsin laterite, Thewalls are stable. Good
lime plastered on both sides. (Refer photo
no.003).
They measure about 2.50 min height.
3.06|Floors The original flooring of the Paleshwar Mandir |Nothing of the original flooring remains Minor
has now been changed to IPSfloor. Repair
3.07|Stairs None Not applicable -
3.08|Openings Paleshwar Mandir has smple narrow entrance |[None Good
openings without any ornamentation.
3.09|Roof The Paleshwar Mandir has semi circular domed | The load bearing shikhara shows signs of Minor
shikhara constructed by corbelling laterite stone |distress but is overall isintact. Repair
blocks, finished with lime plaster on both sides
of similar (refer photo no.003)
3.10]Articulation None Not applicable -
3.11|Finishes Lime plastered walls Painted over with inconguent paint shades. Minor
Repair
3.12|Furniture Not applicable Not applicable -
3.13|Compound/Fence/ |[Not applicable Not applicable -
Gate
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt [Not applicable Not applicable -
/ space /out
buildings/
landscape
3.15|Lighting Natural/ Artificid None -
3.16|Ventilation Natural None -
3.17|Electricity Provded by MSEB None -
3.18|Water Supply None None -
3.19|Plumbing & None Not applicable -
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire None Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security etc)
3.21|Incongruent Form: Original form unaltered

Transformation

Structure : Origina structureis unaltered.
Articulation & Finishes: NA

3.22|Overall The Mandir is fairly maintained.
M aintenance
Status

3.23|Overall Condition |Good

RELEVANT DETAILS

4.01|D P Remarks MMR Landuse: Forest Zone
4.02|Overall Problems | The villages around the kankeshwar hill are rapidly undergoing a process of transformation to urbanisation
& Threats and changein lifestyle. The traditional sensitivity for the protection of the devrai islost and heavy
deforestation aong the foothills and heavy land encroachment are visible inspite of the hill here marked
under forest zone. All of these factors have aready affected the ecosystem of thisisolated hill range. The
modern approach towards temple restoration is likely to change the original character of the monuments.
Excessive tourism may also destroy the serenity of the space.
4.03|Additional Notes  |None
4.04 |References
Books/Documents |Book reference:Kankeshwar Devasathan
Gazette reference: Kolaba District Gazetteer
WebSites http://maharashtra.gov.in/english/gazetteer/ K OLABA/places Kanakeshvar%20Hill.html

Per sons

None
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035-A-Kankeshwar-01i-Paleshwar Mandir

Google location map

002 Paleshwar Mandir amidst the surrounding devrai

ENVIRODESIGNERS PVT. LTD.

001 West side view of Paleshwar Mandir

003 North view of Paleshwar Mandir

Plate A
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Record Detailsfor A-01-Alibag Fort Complex

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 |Premise Name A-01-Alibag Fort Complex
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City NA
Ward NA
Village Varasoli
I dentification A 01 Alibag Fort Complex
1.03|Internal Reference |RA-AI-NA-NA-NA-039 A Alibag 01 Alibag_fort_complex
Number
1.04|CSNo NA
1.05|Street Name 1 Foot track across the Alibag beach
1.06|Street Name 2 Searoute
1.07|Area/ Locality Southwest of Alibag town, about 1.5 km from the shore in the sea.
1.08|Nearby landmark |Alibag beach
if any
1.09|Pin Code 402201
1.10|Current Owner ASI, Mumbai circle
1.11|Type of Owner Central Govt.
1.12|Type of Occupancy | Thefort has few houses of original residents living there for generations.
1.13|Current Use Historical landmark and tourist destination
1.14|Type of Use Mixed
1.15|Age Approximately 350 years
1.16|Plot Area(sg.mt) |Approximately 40,000 sg m
1.17(Built Up Area approximately 20,000 sgq m
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Ruin
building
1.19|Grade I
1.20|Brief Detail Alibag Fort is built on arocky island called Mouje Navghar near Alibag beach. Thislow-riseisland is
approximately 270 m from north to south and about 100 m from east to west. The massive fortification walls
arein black basalt masonry. The unique character of Alibag fort isthat it can be categorised as mixed type of
fort. Itisaseafort during high tide and land fort during low tide. Its main entrance gate is on the northeast
and the fort is accessible through a 1 km long land strip from main Alibag beach during the low tide.
Alibag fort - formally known as Kulaba - was built by Chatrapati Shivaji Maharaj and was a stronghold of
the Marathas. It isfamous for numerous battles fought between Siddis, Marathas, British and the Portuguese.
1.21|Date of Recording [2010-05-18

HISTORICAL DETAIL

201

Builtin

During the period of 21 March 1680 to June 1681, Kulabafort was built on rocky island of Mouje Navghar.
Chatrapati Shivaji Mahargj commissioned the construction of thisfort to fight mighty naval powers of the
Siddis of Janjira and the British of Mumbai.
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2.02|Extensions/ 20th century, 21st century
M odificationsin
2.03|Extensions/ Construction of ASI site office, restoration of Ganapati Mandir and water bodies.
M odifications
Details
2.04|Earlier Name(s) Kulabafort
2.05|Earlier Use(s) Seafort, defence
2.06|Historical Related to Shivaji Maharg) and Kanhoji Angre, Kulaba fort was one of the forts which was chosen by
Significance Chatrapati Shivaji Maharg for creating a strong Maratha Naval defence. In the 17th century, Kulabafort
continued to be the principal stronghold of the Marathafleet. In 1713 under the treaty with Peshawa Bal gji
Visvanath, Kulabawith several other forts was given to Angre. It gradually was lapsed to the Britishin
1840, on the death of Kanhoji Il without legitimate heirs.
Thisfort isfamous for many battles, between the Siddis and Kanhoji Angre, the British and the Portuguese.
The fort used to govern the Ashtagaar region. Ashtagaar is atraditional town planing system which means
gruop of eight Agaars or villages (Revas creek formed the northern border of this Ashtagaar and southern
border is the Revdanda creek. Choul, Akshi, Nagav, Alibag(shri bag), Sakhar, Thal, Awas and Kihim are the
villages forming this Ashtagaar).
2.07|Cultural Of al the Indian rulers only Shivaji with his characteristic statesmanlike prudence, had realised the
Significance importance of naval power to defend the integrity of the country and also promote material prosperity, export

and import through protected sea ports. Obviously in the context of Konkan geopolitics, sea-forts enjoyed far
more importance. These Naval strongholds used to control trade and commerce and protect the coastline
from surrounding British, Siddis and other foreign forces.

Kulabafort used to govern the Ashtagaar region. Ashtagaar is atraditional town planning system which
means group of eight Agaars or villages (Revas creek formed the northern border of this Ashtagaar and
southern border is the Revdanda creek. Choul, Akshi, Nagav, Alibag or shri bag, Sakhar, Thal, Awas and
Kihim are the villages forming this Ashtagaar).

Raghoji Angre built a beautiful Mandir of Sri Ganesh inside Kulabafort in 1759. The right-inclined trunk
deity isrevered by the locals and annually on the auspicious day of Maghi Chaturthi of Hindu calendar a
grand festival isorganized. The inner garbhagruha (sanctum sanctorum) includes images of Shri Ashtabhuja
Devi, Shiv, Vishnu, Surya. The pantheon lendsit the name 'Shri Ganesh Panchayatan'.

Today thefort isan important historical landmark and tourist destination. The seafort has interesting
features like tunnels, sweet-water well etc. It isaready afavoured location for recreation and has a high
potential for ecotourism.
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2.08

Architectural
Significance

It isalow rocky idland fort, approx. 270 m from north to south and about 100 m from east to west. (photo
no.001, 002, 003)

The massive fortification walls about average 9.0 m high constructed in black basalt masonry are broken at
places. The fort has two gates, the main gate in the northeast and a small gate in the south. The Ganapati
Mandir and Maruti Mandir are the tallest structures on the fort. The terrain inside the fort is undulating /
rocky with very few patches of natural vegetation and afew scattered coconut palms. (photo no.008, 026)

Sarjakot is an extended bastion on the north of the main fort which was built later as an additional protection
to the main fort and also to confront any possible attack from Hirakot on the shore. Sarjakot is connected to
the main fort by a causeway constructed with stone boulders. (photo no.024, 025). Another causeway
fortified with stone bouldersislocated on the south side outside Y eshwantdari bastion.

Thefortification walls consist of randomly coursed masonry made of big blocks of rough black basalt stone
with massive semi-circular bastions projecting out from the wall at strategic locations along the periphery of
thewall. There are four bastions on each corner of the fort, three on northern side, one on south, one on east
and five on west. (photo no. 001,.005,027). Starting from north west corner and going clockwise these
bastions have following names. Golandaj, Darukhana buruj, Peer, Surya, Nagarkhana buruj, Madicha buruj,
Bhavani, Naal, Y eshwantdari, Hanumant, Manochand, ganesh, Ghanchakra, Fhatte, Darya.

The technique applied for the fortification wall construction is based on arrangement of interlocking roughly
dressed stones without use of any mortar. This technology was an innovative experiment in the Maratha fort
architecture. There are written records of other bastion names such as Chowky haveli, Sev, Masali, Shah,
Gambhir, Thorla Ram and Sondhaka. However it is hard to identify these bastions in the present ruined
condition of the fort. The main gateway known as Maha Darvaja with a pointed arch and two flanking
bastions s at the northeast corner of the main fort and is completely dilapidated today. (photo no.004, 006).
Thisisadouble door-way. The outer door-way has a pointed arch. There is athree-cornered space inside
which leadsto aless impressive gate way. Two small shrines called Padmavati's shrine and Bhavani's shrine
are located near the inner gate. There are two major ruins on the fort. Thefirst on the south is known as the
Nam Saheb's wada named after Laksmibai or Nani Saheb, the widow of the great Kanhoji Angre. The
adjoining one isthe ruined palace of the Angres. It was known as the Thorlawada built in 1816. Thereisa
step-well (Pushkarini) in the palace enclosure. (photo.011, 012). To the south of the palace entered by a
brick gateway, is a stone masonry reservoir. Opposite the reservoir in awalled enclosure is the Ganapati
Mandir which isbuilt in the traditional Deccan temple architecture style. It is known as the Ganapati
Panchayatan. (photo no.009,010). It was built by the elder Raghuji (1759-1793). Next to Ganapati Mandir is
the Mahadev Mandir and to the north is Maruti Mandir. Further south isthe Y ashavant Gate with a pointed
arch and side recesses. In addition to the buildings mentioned above there are other ruins such as the sadar or
court where the chief held his office and a small palace known as the karkun mandali wada for the use of
court officers and clerks when they went on duty to the fort.

Other prominent structures are Manik Chavdi, Bhavani mandir, Andhar Bav, Bapdev mandir, Kanoba
mandir, Mahadev mandir, tomb of Muhammadin saint.

2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location: 72°51'51.05" E, 18°38'01.82" N
Alibag isamajor coastal town and the headquarters of the Raigad district.

To the southwest of Alibag town, about 1.5 km from the shore, is the low fortified fort of Kulaba commonly
known as Alibag fort today. Its main entrance is towards Northeast facing the Alibaug beach. The fort
provides views of the twin island forts of Khanderi and Underi in the north and Alibag town and Sagargad in
the east. Fort Korlai can be seen in the south.

The Kulabaor Alibag fort is accessible through a 1 km long land strip from the main beach during the low
tide, whereas water transport like boats etc. have to be used during the high tide (photo no.003).

2.10

Other Significance

Local history references mention that the name was originated by afusion of two sanskrit words namely
Kulaand Aap.

A(arc): A good example of seafort architecturein MMR.

A(his): Related to Maratha sea fort architecture.

B(per): Example of medieval seafort building.

D(bio): Related to great historical personalities such as Shivaji Maharg] and Kanhoji Angre. .

I(sce) Natura heritage: Thisis an important seaisland very close to the coast with not only good natural
vistas but also ecologically and geologically important.

211

Value
Classification

A(arc),A(his),B(per),D(bio),l(sce)

212

Recommended
Grade
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PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

3.01|Height Fort walls - approximately 10m
3.02|No. of Floors None
Description Problem/Thr eat Condition
3.03|Structural System |Load bearing fortification wall constructionis | Structura system of the fortification wall is Major
based on arrangement of interlocking roughly |giving away dueto aging. The difficultiesare |Repair
dressed stones without use of any mortar. faced during repair works as origina
construction techniques/ skills are lost.
3.04|Plinth Natural rock for the fortification. Thereis small dislodging and displacementin  [Major
The other structures have plinthsin dressed plinths of some of the structures. Repair
black basalt masonry with lime mortar. A few
structures have high plinth.
3.05\Walls Coursed black basalt stone masonry with dry | Fortification walls and walls of existing Ruin
jointsfor the fortification. structures are in ruined condition. Stones are
The other structures are in dressed black basalt |dislodging and excessive salt formation is
masonry with lime mortar, some of them damaging existing ruins.
plastered.
3.06|Floors Originally, structures and open pathwayswere |Open pathways are covered with silt and mud. |Major
stone paved. Repairs with cement have damaged original Repair
paving pattern and stones.
3.07|Stairs Fortification wall is provided with staircasesat |Few staircases are now in dilapidated condition |Major
regular intervals. These are stone stairs leading |and hence inaccessible. Repair
from ground level to top of the fortification
wall.
3.08|Openings Surviving structures such as Ganapati Mandir | Stone trelliswork of windows and traditional Minor
and other contemporary structures are provided |wooden doors needs to be maintained regularly |Repair
with traditional windows and door openings. to avoid further deterioration.
3.09|Roof Ganapati Panchayatan Mandir constructed Except the roof of Ganapati Panchayatan -
during Peshwa period has corbelled stone Mandir and few other Mandirs, roofs of other
shikhar. Mandirs which were constructed structures are in ruins or non-existent.
during 19th and 20th century are covered with
manglore tiled sloping roofs.
3.10|Articulation Traditional auspicious motifs can be seen on Articulation needs effective protection from Major
Mandir facades and on entrance gateways. harsh sea wind and needs regular maintenance. |Repair
3.11|Finishes Fortification with rough dressed stones. Other [Quality and texture of finishes have deteriorated | Major
structures with finely dressed stone and lime due to lack of regular maintenance. Repair
plaster.
3.12|Furniture Not applicable Not applicable -
3.13|Compound/Fence/ |Thefortification walls act as a peripheral Both the gates are in a dilapidated condition. Major
Gate compound wall for the fort premises. Repair
There are two entrances to the forts. The
main gateway known as Maha Darvgjawith a
pointed
arch and two flanking bastionsis at the
northeast
corner of the fort. On the south wall is
secondary smaller entrance known asthe
Y ashavant Gate with a pointed
arch and side recesses.
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt [Mandir premises are embellished with stone Elements in Mandir premises are painted with | Minor
/ space /out deepmaal, kund and vahan mandap. multiple layers of oil paint which is harmful for |Repair
buildings/ its stones surfaces.
landscape
3.15|Lighting Natural None Good
3.16|Ventilation Natural None Good
3.17|Electricity The Fort is not yet provided with electrical None -
supply.
3.18|Water Supply Water tanks and wells with Natural springs. natural water bodiesin the fort are not regularly |Minor
cleaned and maintained. Hence, few of them are|Repair
stagnant. Silt deposition will be harmful for
natural water springs.
3.19|Plumbing & NA NA -

Drainage
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3.20|Other (Fire None NA -
protection, HVAC,
Security etc)

3.21|Incongruent Few improvisations are done to original interiors of Mandir and other existing structures as per current

Transformation

requisites for tourism etc. e.g. change in floor finishes, application of oil paint, installation of safety door etc.
These are donr inappropriately with lack of sensitivity to the original character of the fort.

3.22|Overall Thefort is not very well maintained. Ganapati Panchayatan Mandir is fairly maintained and has been
Maintenance recently restored. Individual elements and featuresin fort premises need effective protection and regular
Status mai ntenance.

3.23|Overall Condition [Ruin

RELEVANT DETAILS

4.01|D P Remarks MMR Landuse:Coastal Wet Land
4.02|Overall Problems | Theimportant historic monument may be destroyed due to negligence and lack of maintenance / protection.
& Threats Natural calamities like cyclones, tsunamis etc. may affect the structure.  Uncontrolled tourism will also

destroy the monument and island environment.

4.03

Additional Notes

None

4.04

References

Books/Documents

Gazette reference: Kolaba District Gazetteer

Shivaji the last fort architect
(author-Ramesh Desai)

Books:Eka divsachya sahali, Jaladurganchya sahavasat
(author-P.K. Ghanekar)

Shivaji and the facets of Maratha culture
Marg Publications

WebSites

http://www.maharashtra.gov.in/english/gazetteer/K OLABA/places Alibag.html
http://www.maharashtra.gov.in/english/gazetteer/ K OLABA/places Forts.html

Persons

NA

116




Record Detailsfor A-01-Alibag Fort Complex

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 |Premise Name A-01-Alibag Fort Complex
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City NA
Ward NA
Village Varasoli
I dentification A 01 Alibag Fort Complex
1.03|Internal Reference |RA-AI-NA-NA-NA-039 A Alibag 01 Alibag_fort_complex
Number
1.04|CSNo NA
1.05|Street Name 1 Foot track across the Alibag beach
1.06|Street Name 2 Searoute
1.07|Area/ Locality Southwest of Alibag town, about 1.5 km from the shore in the sea.
1.08|Nearby landmark |Alibag beach
if any
1.09|Pin Code 402201
1.10|Current Owner ASI, Mumbai circle
1.11|Type of Owner Central Govt.
1.12|Type of Occupancy | Thefort has few houses of original residents living there for generations.
1.13|Current Use Historical landmark and tourist destination
1.14|Type of Use Mixed
1.15|Age Approximately 350 years
1.16|Plot Area(sg.mt) |Approximately 40,000 sg m
1.17(Built Up Area approximately 20,000 sgq m
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Ruin
building
1.19|Grade I
1.20|Brief Detail Alibag Fort is built on arocky island called Mouje Navghar near Alibag beach. Thislow-riseisland is
approximately 270 m from north to south and about 100 m from east to west. The massive fortification walls
arein black basalt masonry. The unique character of Alibag fort isthat it can be categorised as mixed type of
fort. Itisaseafort during high tide and land fort during low tide. Its main entrance gate is on the northeast
and the fort is accessible through a 1 km long land strip from main Alibag beach during the low tide.
Alibag fort - formally known as Kulaba - was built by Chatrapati Shivaji Maharaj and was a stronghold of
the Marathas. It isfamous for numerous battles fought between Siddis, Marathas, British and the Portuguese.
1.21|Date of Recording [2010-05-18

HISTORICAL DETAIL

201

Builtin

During the period of 21 March 1680 to June 1681, Kulabafort was built on rocky island of Mouje Navghar.
Chatrapati Shivaji Mahargj commissioned the construction of thisfort to fight mighty naval powers of the
Siddis of Janjira and the British of Mumbai.

117




2.02|Extensions/ 20th century, 21st century
M odificationsin
2.03|Extensions/ Construction of ASI site office, restoration of Ganapati Mandir and water bodies.
M odifications
Details
2.04|Earlier Name(s) Kulabafort
2.05|Earlier Use(s) Seafort, defence
2.06|Historical Related to Shivaji Maharg) and Kanhoji Angre, Kulaba fort was one of the forts which was chosen by
Significance Chatrapati Shivaji Maharg for creating a strong Maratha Naval defence. In the 17th century, Kulabafort
continued to be the principal stronghold of the Marathafleet. In 1713 under the treaty with Peshawa Bal gji
Visvanath, Kulabawith several other forts was given to Angre. It gradually was lapsed to the Britishin
1840, on the death of Kanhoji Il without legitimate heirs.
Thisfort isfamous for many battles, between the Siddis and Kanhoji Angre, the British and the Portuguese.
The fort used to govern the Ashtagaar region. Ashtagaar is atraditional town planing system which means
gruop of eight Agaars or villages (Revas creek formed the northern border of this Ashtagaar and southern
border is the Revdanda creek. Choul, Akshi, Nagav, Alibag(shri bag), Sakhar, Thal, Awas and Kihim are the
villages forming this Ashtagaar).
2.07|Cultural Of al the Indian rulers only Shivaji with his characteristic statesmanlike prudence, had realised the
Significance importance of naval power to defend the integrity of the country and also promote material prosperity, export

and import through protected sea ports. Obviously in the context of Konkan geopolitics, sea-forts enjoyed far
more importance. These Naval strongholds used to control trade and commerce and protect the coastline
from surrounding British, Siddis and other foreign forces.

Kulabafort used to govern the Ashtagaar region. Ashtagaar is atraditional town planning system which
means group of eight Agaars or villages (Revas creek formed the northern border of this Ashtagaar and
southern border is the Revdanda creek. Choul, Akshi, Nagav, Alibag or shri bag, Sakhar, Thal, Awas and
Kihim are the villages forming this Ashtagaar).

Raghoji Angre built a beautiful Mandir of Sri Ganesh inside Kulabafort in 1759. The right-inclined trunk
deity isrevered by the locals and annually on the auspicious day of Maghi Chaturthi of Hindu calendar a
grand festival isorganized. The inner garbhagruha (sanctum sanctorum) includes images of Shri Ashtabhuja
Devi, Shiv, Vishnu, Surya. The pantheon lendsit the name 'Shri Ganesh Panchayatan'.

Today thefort isan important historical landmark and tourist destination. The seafort has interesting
features like tunnels, sweet-water well etc. It isaready afavoured location for recreation and has a high
potential for ecotourism.
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2.08

Architectural
Significance

It isalow rocky idland fort, approx. 270 m from north to south and about 100 m from east to west. (photo
no.001, 002, 003)

The massive fortification walls about average 9.0 m high constructed in black basalt masonry are broken at
places. The fort has two gates, the main gate in the northeast and a small gate in the south. The Ganapati
Mandir and Maruti Mandir are the tallest structures on the fort. The terrain inside the fort is undulating /
rocky with very few patches of natural vegetation and afew scattered coconut palms. (photo no.008, 026)

Sarjakot is an extended bastion on the north of the main fort which was built later as an additional protection
to the main fort and also to confront any possible attack from Hirakot on the shore. Sarjakot is connected to
the main fort by a causeway constructed with stone boulders. (photo no.024, 025). Another causeway
fortified with stone bouldersislocated on the south side outside Y eshwantdari bastion.

Thefortification walls consist of randomly coursed masonry made of big blocks of rough black basalt stone
with massive semi-circular bastions projecting out from the wall at strategic locations along the periphery of
thewall. There are four bastions on each corner of the fort, three on northern side, one on south, one on east
and five on west. (photo no. 001,.005,027). Starting from north west corner and going clockwise these
bastions have following names. Golandaj, Darukhana buruj, Peer, Surya, Nagarkhana buruj, Madicha buruj,
Bhavani, Naal, Y eshwantdari, Hanumant, Manochand, ganesh, Ghanchakra, Fhatte, Darya.

The technique applied for the fortification wall construction is based on arrangement of interlocking roughly
dressed stones without use of any mortar. This technology was an innovative experiment in the Maratha fort
architecture. There are written records of other bastion names such as Chowky haveli, Sev, Masali, Shah,
Gambhir, Thorla Ram and Sondhaka. However it is hard to identify these bastions in the present ruined
condition of the fort. The main gateway known as Maha Darvaja with a pointed arch and two flanking
bastions s at the northeast corner of the main fort and is completely dilapidated today. (photo no.004, 006).
Thisisadouble door-way. The outer door-way has a pointed arch. There is athree-cornered space inside
which leadsto aless impressive gate way. Two small shrines called Padmavati's shrine and Bhavani's shrine
are located near the inner gate. There are two major ruins on the fort. Thefirst on the south is known as the
Nam Saheb's wada named after Laksmibai or Nani Saheb, the widow of the great Kanhoji Angre. The
adjoining one isthe ruined palace of the Angres. It was known as the Thorlawada built in 1816. Thereisa
step-well (Pushkarini) in the palace enclosure. (photo.011, 012). To the south of the palace entered by a
brick gateway, is a stone masonry reservoir. Opposite the reservoir in awalled enclosure is the Ganapati
Mandir which isbuilt in the traditional Deccan temple architecture style. It is known as the Ganapati
Panchayatan. (photo no.009,010). It was built by the elder Raghuji (1759-1793). Next to Ganapati Mandir is
the Mahadev Mandir and to the north is Maruti Mandir. Further south isthe Y ashavant Gate with a pointed
arch and side recesses. In addition to the buildings mentioned above there are other ruins such as the sadar or
court where the chief held his office and a small palace known as the karkun mandali wada for the use of
court officers and clerks when they went on duty to the fort.

Other prominent structures are Manik Chavdi, Bhavani mandir, Andhar Bav, Bapdev mandir, Kanoba
mandir, Mahadev mandir, tomb of Muhammadin saint.

2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location: 72°51'51.05" E, 18°38'01.82" N
Alibag isamajor coastal town and the headquarters of the Raigad district.

To the southwest of Alibag town, about 1.5 km from the shore, is the low fortified fort of Kulaba commonly
known as Alibag fort today. Its main entrance is towards Northeast facing the Alibaug beach. The fort
provides views of the twin island forts of Khanderi and Underi in the north and Alibag town and Sagargad in
the east. Fort Korlai can be seen in the south.

The Kulabaor Alibag fort is accessible through a 1 km long land strip from the main beach during the low
tide, whereas water transport like boats etc. have to be used during the high tide (photo no.003).

2.10

Other Significance

Local history references mention that the name was originated by afusion of two sanskrit words namely
Kulaand Aap.

A(arc): A good example of seafort architecturein MMR.

A(his): Related to Maratha sea fort architecture.

B(per): Example of medieval seafort building.

D(bio): Related to great historical personalities such as Shivaji Maharg] and Kanhoji Angre. .

I(sce) Natura heritage: Thisis an important seaisland very close to the coast with not only good natural
vistas but also ecologically and geologically important.
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Value
Classification

A(arc),A(his),B(per),D(bio),l(sce)
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Recommended
Grade
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PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

3.01|Height Fort walls - approximately 10m
3.02|No. of Floors None
Description Problem/Thr eat Condition
3.03|Structural System |Load bearing fortification wall constructionis | Structura system of the fortification wall is Major
based on arrangement of interlocking roughly |giving away dueto aging. The difficultiesare |Repair
dressed stones without use of any mortar. faced during repair works as origina
construction techniques/ skills are lost.
3.04|Plinth Natural rock for the fortification. Thereis small dislodging and displacementin  [Major
The other structures have plinthsin dressed plinths of some of the structures. Repair
black basalt masonry with lime mortar. A few
structures have high plinth.
3.05\Walls Coursed black basalt stone masonry with dry | Fortification walls and walls of existing Ruin
jointsfor the fortification. structures are in ruined condition. Stones are
The other structures are in dressed black basalt |dislodging and excessive salt formation is
masonry with lime mortar, some of them damaging existing ruins.
plastered.
3.06|Floors Originally, structures and open pathwayswere |Open pathways are covered with silt and mud. |Major
stone paved. Repairs with cement have damaged original Repair
paving pattern and stones.
3.07|Stairs Fortification wall is provided with staircasesat |Few staircases are now in dilapidated condition |Major
regular intervals. These are stone stairs leading |and hence inaccessible. Repair
from ground level to top of the fortification
wall.
3.08|Openings Surviving structures such as Ganapati Mandir | Stone trelliswork of windows and traditional Minor
and other contemporary structures are provided |wooden doors needs to be maintained regularly |Repair
with traditional windows and door openings. to avoid further deterioration.
3.09|Roof Ganapati Panchayatan Mandir constructed Except the roof of Ganapati Panchayatan -
during Peshwa period has corbelled stone Mandir and few other Mandirs, roofs of other
shikhar. Mandirs which were constructed structures are in ruins or non-existent.
during 19th and 20th century are covered with
manglore tiled sloping roofs.
3.10|Articulation Traditional auspicious motifs can be seen on Articulation needs effective protection from Major
Mandir facades and on entrance gateways. harsh sea wind and needs regular maintenance. |Repair
3.11|Finishes Fortification with rough dressed stones. Other [Quality and texture of finishes have deteriorated | Major
structures with finely dressed stone and lime due to lack of regular maintenance. Repair
plaster.
3.12|Furniture Not applicable Not applicable -
3.13|Compound/Fence/ |Thefortification walls act as a peripheral Both the gates are in a dilapidated condition. Major
Gate compound wall for the fort premises. Repair
There are two entrances to the forts. The
main gateway known as Maha Darvgjawith a
pointed
arch and two flanking bastionsis at the
northeast
corner of the fort. On the south wall is
secondary smaller entrance known asthe
Y ashavant Gate with a pointed
arch and side recesses.
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt [Mandir premises are embellished with stone Elements in Mandir premises are painted with | Minor
/ space /out deepmaal, kund and vahan mandap. multiple layers of oil paint which is harmful for |Repair
buildings/ its stones surfaces.
landscape
3.15|Lighting Natural None Good
3.16|Ventilation Natural None Good
3.17|Electricity The Fort is not yet provided with electrical None -
supply.
3.18|Water Supply Water tanks and wells with Natural springs. natural water bodiesin the fort are not regularly |Minor
cleaned and maintained. Hence, few of them are|Repair
stagnant. Silt deposition will be harmful for
natural water springs.
3.19|Plumbing & NA NA -
Drainage
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3.20|Other (Fire None NA -
protection, HVAC,
Security etc)

3.21|Incongruent Few improvisations are done to original interiors of Mandir and other existing structures as per current

Transformation

requisites for tourism etc. e.g. change in floor finishes, application of oil paint, installation of safety door etc.
These are donr inappropriately with lack of sensitivity to the original character of the fort.

3.22|Overall Thefort is not very well maintained. Ganapati Panchayatan Mandir is fairly maintained and has been
Maintenance recently restored. Individual elements and featuresin fort premises need effective protection and regular
Status mai ntenance.

3.23|Overall Condition [Ruin

RELEVANT DETAILS

4.01|D P Remarks MMR Landuse:Coastal Wet Land
4.02|Overall Problems | Theimportant historic monument may be destroyed due to negligence and lack of maintenance / protection.
& Threats Natural calamities like cyclones, tsunamis etc. may affect the structure.  Uncontrolled tourism will also

destroy the monument and island environment.

4.03

Additional Notes

None

4.04

References

Books/Documents

Gazette reference: Kolaba District Gazetteer

Shivaji the last fort architect
(author-Ramesh Desai)

Books:Eka divsachya sahali, Jaladurganchya sahavasat
(author-P.K. Ghanekar)

Shivaji and the facets of Maratha culture
Marg Publications

WebSites

http://www.maharashtra.gov.in/english/gazetteer/K OLABA/places Alibag.html
http://www.maharashtra.gov.in/english/gazetteer/ K OLABA/places Forts.html

Persons

NA
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039-A-Khanderi-01-Alibag Fort Complex Plate A

001 Aerial view of Alibag (Kolaba) Fort

Google location map 002 Fort viewed from the sea
003 Alibag fort walls seen from Alibag beach 004 The fort entrance- Main gateway(Mahadarwaza)
005 Fort walls and the bastions 006 Landing near the fort entrance
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039-A-Khanderi-01-Alibag Fort Complex Plate B

007 Fort walls and the Mandir inside the fort 008 Ruins inside the fort
009 Mandir shikhars 010 Ganesh Mandir
011 Water reservoir 012 Stepped Water tank or Pokhran
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039-A-Khanderi-01-Alibag Fort Complex Plate C

014 Tunnel inside the fort

013 Steps leading to arched tunnel 015 Tunnel entrance
016 Ruins of the structure and raised plinth 017 Ruins of the bastion
018 Ruins of a palatial structure in the fort 019 Decorative niches inside the ruined structure
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039-A-Khanderi-01-Alibag Fort Complex Plate D

020 Stone well 021 Inside the stone well

022 Small opening inside the walls 023 Stone arched tunnel
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039-A-Khanderi-01-Alibag Fort Complex Plate E

024 Sarjakot viewed from Alibag fort 025 Aerial view of Alibag fort and Sarjekot

026 Panoramic view of Alibag fort from inside

027 Archival Photo of Alibag (Kolaba) fort- 1855
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039-A-Khanderi-01-Alibag Fort Complex Plate F

028 View of the main entrance to the Mandir 029 North view of Ganesh Mandir

030 Detail of the main entrance wall and 031 Stone Tulsi vrundavan 032 Deepamaal
bastion junction
033 Ruins of Kanhoji Angre’s memorial 034 Stone arch
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Record Detailsfor 039-A-Khanderi-01-Khanderi Island Fort Complex

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 |Premise Name 039-A-Khanderi-01-K handeri |sland Fort Complex
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City NA
Ward NA
Village Thal
I dentification 039 A Khanderi 01 Khanderi Island Fort Complex
1.03|Internal Reference |RA-NA-NA-NA-NA-039 A Khanderi_01 Khanderi_island fort_complex
Number
1.04|CSNo NA
1.05[Street Name 1 NA
1.06|Street Name 2 NA
1.07|Area/ Locality Khanderi island
1.08|Nearby landmark |None
if any
1.09|Pin Code 402201
1.10|Current Owner Mumbai Port Trust
1.11|Type of Owner Central and State Govt.
1.12|Type of Occupancy | Security and maintenance staff of the light house.
1.13|Current Use Light house and tourist destination
1.14|Type of Use Mixed
1.15|Age Approximately 350 years
1.16|Plot Area(sg.mt) |Approximately 80,000 sg m
1.17(Built Up Area Approximately 20,000 sg m
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Ruin
building
1.19|Grade I
1.20|Brief Detail Khanderi isafortified hillock island in the Arabian sea. It is located approx.4.5 km in the sea to the west of
Thal beach. It can be approached only by the sea route. (photo no.001, 002).
These twin island forts are located strategically in the vicinity of the entrance to the Mumbai harbour. These
islands of Khanderi and Underi served as landmarks for
ships entering Mumbai harbour.
These fortified islands formed the mgjor fortification along the Mumbai coast. Khanderi was built by
Chatrapati Shivaji in 1660 to keep check on the Siddis of Murud-Janjirafort. Most of the fort is still intact
the most prominent structure is alighthouse built in 1837.
1.21|Date of Recording |2010-05-14

HISTORICAL DETAIL
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2.01|Built in The Fort isbuiltin 1679 A.D. and
Lighthouse was builtin 1867 A.D.
2.02|Extensions/ NA
M odificationsin
2.03|Extensions/ NA
M odifications
Details
2.04|Earlier Name(s) Khanderi (Kennery)lsland Fort
2.05|Earlier Use(s) Seafort
2.06|Historical Khanderi island fort highlighted the naval war potentia of the Marathas under Shivgji's rule due to the
Significance historic battles of Khanderi-Underi fought amongst the British, Siddis and Marathas. These naval battles also
established the strength of Maratha navy for the first time in the Indian naval history.
The fort guards the mouth of the creek and during the Maratha regime, looked after the trade and commerce
by providing protection from surrounding British, Siddi and and other foreign forces.
In about 1769, Chatrapati Shivaji started to fortify the island to fight the British navy stronghold at Bombay
and Siddi rulers of Murud-Janjira. Since then It was a stronghold of the Maratha Navy in the medieval times
and continued till the Peshwaregime.
Khanoji Angre created a base on the Khanderi and Underi islands off the coast of Mumbai, and attempted to
levy tax on every merchant vessel entering the harbour
2.07|Cultural Related to maritime history of Marathas and British.
Significance
The Vetal deity shrine on Khanderi is worshipped by the koli community from nearby koliwadasin the
Ashtagaar. A festival is dedicated to this deity which is celebrated annually.
(Ashtagaar is atraditional town planing system which means gruop of eight Agaars or villages.Revas creek
formed the northern border of this Ashtagaar and southern border is the Revdanda creek. Choul, Akshi,
Nagav, Alibag(shri bag), Sakhar, Thal, Awas and Kihim are the villages forming this Ashtagaar.)
2.08|Architectural Thefortified walls of average 9 m height are in coursed roughly dressed black basalt stone masonry with
Significance circular bastions projecting out from the wall at strategic locations. (photo no.004, 005, 006, 007).
Theterrain inside the fort is undulating and rocky with patches of dense vegetation on its north and south
sides.
The light house was built in 1867, It is constructed in roughly dressed black basalt stone masonry and stands
on the highest part of theisland in southern part of the fort. It is an octagonal tower approx. 25 m high with a
adjoining flat-roofed rectangular structure approx 9 m x 30 m. (photo no.003, 010, 011).
A high flag-staff stands at the northeast of the light tower. A water reservoir constructed in black basalt stone
masonry islocated on the southwest corner of the fort. (photo no.008, 009).
A small shrine dedicated to the Vetal deity and a Peer are worshipped by the local fishermen. The Fort has
old canons which were strategically placed on the bastions when the fort was active as anaval stronghold.
(Photo no.007,012,013).
Thefort is accessed through natural harbour on northeast part of the fort where now the jetty is constructed.
There is a stone masonry navigational beacon located in the sea on the east of Khanderi island.
2.09| Townscape Location; 72°4849.09" E, 18°42'16.43" N
Significance

Khanderi isan island in the Arabian sea. It islocated approx.4.5 km to the west of Thal beach. It can be
approached only by the searoute. (photo no.001, 002).

It islocated strategically in the vicinity of the entrance to the Mumbai harbour. The fortified island, which
covers an area of about 80,000 sq m, islarger and considerably higher than the neighbouring Underi fort. The
northern end of the island is lower than the southern. Land in the fort rises to the lighthouse cliff on the
south. The walls and fortifications are regular and better organised for naval defence purpose. Thefort is
constructed on basaltic rock island as the base and irregular borders could be seen around the fort. (photo
no.003, 004).

The rocky terrain surrounding the Khanderi Island and rough sea proved to be a natural defence from large
ships entering the Khanderi harbour.
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2.10

Other Significance

The seaisland is an extension of a hillock of the Sahyadri Range, thus becoming an important ecological site.
Its strategic location along the coast made it important in terms of defence and navigation.

A(arc): A good example of seafort architecturein MMR.

A(his): Related to maritime history of Marathas and British.

B(per): Example of medieval seafort architecture.

I(sce) Natural heritage: Thisis an important seaisland very
close to the coast with ecologically and geologically important features. It is already a favoured location for
recreation and has a high potential for ecotourism.

2.11|Value A(arc),A(his),B(per),l(sce)
Classification
2.12|Recommended I
Grade
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
3.01|Height Walls are of average 6 m ht
3.02|No. of Floors NA
Description Problem/Threat Condition
3.03|Structural System |Theisland fort has load bearing fortification Fortification wall is deteriorating due to aging. |Ruin
wall.
The lighthouse stone masonry tower is stable
The lighthouse is aload bearing stone masonry |and intact.
tower which is octagonal in plan.
3.04|Plinth Natural rock for the fortification. The other Thereis stone dislodging and displacement in  |Ruin
structures have plinthsin dressed black basalt  |plinths.
masonry with lime mortar.
3.05|Walls Thefortification wall isin uncoursed roughly  |Fortification walls arein ruined condition. Ruin
dressed black basalt stone masonry. Stones are dislodging and excessive salt
formation is damaging existing ruins.
The light house isin coursed roughly dressed
black basalt stone masonry.
3.06|Floors Stone paving and natural ground Repairs with cement works have damaged Ruin
original paving pattern and stones.
3.07|Stairs Fortification walls are provided with flight of ~ |Most of the stairs are now in dilapidated Ruin
stone steps at regular intervals. These are stone |condition
stairs leading and hence inaccessible.
from ground level to top of the fortification
wall
3.08|Openings Not applicable Not applicable -
3.09|Roof Not applicable Not applicable -
3.10|Articulation None Not applicable -
3.11|Finishes Fortification with rough dressed stones. Quality and texture of finishes of the fort walls |Major
have deteriorated Repair
Light house with dressed stone and lime plaster. |due to lack of maintenance.
3.12|Furniture None Not applicable -
3.13|Compound/Fence/ |Stone masonry arched gateways In dilapidated condition Ruin
Gate
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt [Not applicable Not applicable -
/ space /out
buildings/
landscape
3.15|Lighting Natural None -
3.16|Ventilation Not applicable Not applicable -
3.17|Electricity MSEB None -
3.18|Water Supply Natural springs on theisland None -
3.19|Plumbing & Not applicable Not applicable -
Drainage

130




3.20|Other (Fire Not applicable Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security etc)

3.21|Incongruent Form :Unaltered form of theisland and fortification

Transformation

Structure :Unaltered but ruined

3.22|Overall The important historic monument may be destroyed due to negligence and lack of maintenance / protection.
Maintenance
Status

3.23|Overall Condition |Ruin

RELEVANT DETAILS

4.01|D P Remarks MMR Landuse: Coastal Wetland
4.02|Overall Problems | Theimportant historic monument may be destroyed due to negligence and lack of maintenance / protection.
& Threats The natural calamities like cyclones, tsunamis etc. may affect the structure. Uncontrolled tourism will also

destroy the monument and island environment.

4.03|Additional Notes
4.04|References
Books/Documents | Gazette reference: Kolaba District Gazetteer
http://www.maharashtra.gov.in/english/gazetteer/K OLABA/places Khanderi.html
Jaladurganchya sahavasat(author-P.K .Ghanekar)
Ek Divasachya sahli-P K Ghanekar
WebSites http://www.dgllnoida.gov.in/fmumbai/K ANHOJI .html
Tourist details of Alibaug: http://aroundalibag.com/
Persons Mr Angre, descendent of Kanhoji Angre
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039-A-Khanderi-02-Khanderi Island Fort Complex Plate A

Google location map 001 Aerial view of Khanderi island fort

002 Khanderi island fort viewed from the sea 003 Entrance to Khanderi island

006 The fortification wall

004 Stone embankment and the 005 Fortification wall and bastions 007 Canon on the fort
fortification
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039-A-Khanderi-02-Khanderi Island Fort Complex Plate B

008 The water reservoir 009 The stone well
010 South West view of the light house 011 West view of the light house
012 Bastion with canons 013 Canons strategically placed on bastions overlooking the

sea
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039-A-Khanderi-02-Khanderi Island Fort Complex Plate C
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014 Navigation beacon on East side of the island

016 South View of the island

018 West view of the light house (26/02/2012)

039-A-Khanderi-02-Khanderi Island Fort Complex

ENVIRODESIGNERS PVT. LTD.

008 The fortification wall

015 North View of the island

017 South West view of the light house (26/02/2012)

019 West fagade of the light house (26/02/2012)

Plate D
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020 South West view of the light house 021 Exterior view of the lantern room and 022 East view of the octagonal tower built
(26/02/2012) the gallery in stone masonry

023 North East view of the lighthouse

024 Northern approach road to the lighthouse 025 View of the Eastern wooden gallery of the lighthouse

039-A-Khanderi-02-Khanderi Island Fort Complex Plate E
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026 View of the gallery of lantern room

027 Construction plaque in lantern gallery 028 Internal central spiral staircase

029 Bastion with canon (26/02/2012) 030 Ruins in dense vegetation
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Record Details for 039-A-K handeri-02-Underi | land Fort Complex

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 |Premise Name 039-A-Khanderi-02-Underi Iland Fort Complex
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City NA
Ward NA
Village Thal
I dentification 039 A Khanderi 02 Underi Island Fort Complex
1.03|Internal Reference |RA-NA-NA-NA-NA-039_A Khanderi_02_Underi_Island_Fort_ Complex
Number
1.04|CSNo NA
1.05[Street Name 1 NA
1.06|Street Name 2 NA
1.07|Area/ Locality Underi Island
1.08|Nearby landmark |Thal beach
if any
1.09|Pin Code 402201
1.10|Current Owner Mumbai Port Trust, State dept of Archeology (Mah)
1.11|Type of Owner State Govt.
1.12|Type of Occupancy |not occupied
1.13|Current Use Historical landmark, Tourist destination
1.14|Type of Use Tourist activity
1.15|Age Approx 330 years
1.16|Plot Area (sg.mt) |Approximately 25,000 sgm
1.17|Built Up Area Approximately 7500 sq m
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Ruin
building
1.19|Grade I
1.20|Brief Detail Underi isanisland in the Arabian sealocated approx. 2 km to the West of Thal beach. It can be approached
only by the searoute.
Underi isasmall island fort located between Khanderi island and Thal beach. (photo 002). It islocated to the
East of Khanderi by about 2.5 km. These twin island forts are located strategicaly in the vicinity of the
entrance to the Mumbai harbour. These islands of Khanderi and Underi served as one of the landmarks for
isrr:i fgg%nteri ng Mumbai harbour. Underi is smaller than Khanderi. It was built by the Siddis of Murud Janjira
The fort stretches from north to south. The fort is constructed on basaltic rock island as the base and irregular
borders could be seen around the fort.
1.21|Date of Recording |2010-05-14

HISTORICAL DETAIL
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2.01|Builtin Fort was built in 1680 A.D.
2.02|Extensions/ NA
M odificationsin
2.03|Extensions/ NA
M odifications
Details
2.04|Earlier Name(s) Underi Island Fort
2.05|Earlier Use(s) Seafort
2.06|Historical Underi fort was constructed by the Siddi rulers of Muruid Janjirato create a counter check on the
Significance neighbouring Khanderi fort.
The battle of Khanderi - Underi highlighted the naval war potential of Marathas under Chatrapati Shivaji's
rule. The historic battles of Khanderi amongst the British, Siddis and Marathas established the strength of
Maratha navy for thefirst time.
2.07|Cultural Related to maritime history of Marathas and British.
Significance
Theisand may be a breeding space of marinelife and birds sinceit is secluded and secure.
2.08|Architectural Thefortified walls of average 9 m height are made of coursed roughly dressed black basalt stone masonry
Significance with semi-circular bastions projecting out from the wall at strategic locations. (photo no.001, 005). The
terrain inside the fort is undulating and rocky with very few patches of natural vegetation.
The ruined fortification walls are the only substantial remains on the island. (Photo no.006, 007). Old canons
are found on the bastions. (Photo no.005).
2.09| Townscape Location: 72°50'31.62" E, 18°42'24.30" N
Significance
Underi isanisland in the Arabian sealocated approx. 2 km to the west of Thal beach. It can be approached
only by the searoute.
Underi islocated between Khanderi island and Thal beach. (photo 002). It islocated to the east of Khanderi
by about 2.5 km. These twin island forts are located strategically in the vicinity of the entrance to the
Mumbai harbour. The fortified island covers an area of about 25,000 sq m isrelatively smaller than the
neighbouring Khanderi fort. The fort stretches from north to south and is rectangular in plan. Thefort is
constructed on basaltic rock island as the base and irregular borders could be seen around the fort. (photo
no.001, 003).
The rocky terrain surrounding the Khanderi 1sland and rough sea proved to be a natural defense from large
ships entering the Khanderi-Underi harbour.
2.10|Other Significance |A(arc): one of the few examples of seafort architecturein MMR.

A(his): Related to Maritime history of Marathas and the British.
B(per): Example of medieval seafort architecture.
I(sce) Natural heritage - Thisisan important seaisland very

close to the coast with ecologically and geologically important features. It is already a favoured location for
recreation and has a high potential for ecotourism.

2.11|Value A(arc),A(his),B(per),l(sce)
Classification
2.12|Recommended I
Grade
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
3.01|Height Thefortified walls are of average 6.0 m height
3.02|No. of Floors NA
Description Problem/T hr eat Condition
3.03|Structural System |Theisland fort has Load bearing fortification | The fortification wall is deteriorating due to Ruin
wall aging.
3.04|Plinth Natural rock for the fortification. The other Thereis stone dislodging and displacement in  [Mgjor
structures have plinthsin dressed black basalt  |plinths. Repair
masonry with lime mortar.
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3.05|Walls Thefortification wall isin uncoursed roughly  |Fortification walls are in ruined condition. Ruin
dressed black basalt stone masonry. Stones are dislodging and excessive salt
formationis
damaging existing ruins.
3.06|Floors Stone paving and natural ground In dilapidated condition Ruin
3.07|Stairs Fortification walls are provided with flight of  |Most of the stairs are now in dilapidated Ruin
stone steps at regular intervals. These are stone | condition and hence inaccessible.
stairs leading from ground level to top of the
fortification wall.
3.08| Openings Not applicable Not applicable -
3.09|Roof Not applicable Not applicable -
3.10|Articulation Not applicable Not applicable -
3.11|Finishes Fortification with rough dressed stones. Quality and texture of finishes have deteriorated |Major
due to lack of maintenance. Repair
3.12|Furniture Not applicable Not applicable -
3.13|Compound/Fence/ |[Not applicable Not applicable -
Gate
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt |Not applicable Not applicable -
/ space /out
buildings/
landscape
3.15|Lighting Not applicable Not applicable -
3.16|Ventilation Not applicable Not applicable -
3.17 [Electricity Not applicable Not applicable -
3.18|Water Supply Not applicable Not applicable -
3.19|Plumbing & Not applicable Not applicable -
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire Not applicable Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security etc)
3.21|Incongruent Form :Unaltered form of theisland and fortification

Transformation

Structure :Unaltered but ruined

3.22|Overall Poor, partly ruined
M aintenance
Status

3.23|Overall Condition |Ruin

RELEVANT DETAILS

4.01|D P Remarks MMR Landuse: Coastal Wetland
4.02|Overall Problems | Theimportant historic monument may be destroyed due to negligence and lack of maintenance / protection.
& Threats The natural calamities like cyclones, tsunamis etc. may affect the structure. Uncontrolled tourism will also
destroy the monument and island environment.
4.03|Additional Notes  |Underi is also referred to as Hundry, Ondra, Hunarey and Henery in the past. The earliest known mention of

Underi is by Fryer in 1674, who callsit Hunarey. Theisland wasfortified by Siddi Kasim in 1680, and
remained in his handstill the end of the seventeenth century. For nearly three quarters of the century, a
period during which its sister-fort Khanderi changed hands more than once, almost nothing is recorded of

Underi.

In 1761, Raghuji Angre won it after a severe struggle, and presented it to the Peshwa. Gradually it came

under the British rule by 1800.

4.04

References

Books/Documents

Gazette reference: Kolaba District Gazetteer

http://www.maharashtra.gov.in/english/gazetteer/K OLABA/places_Underi.html

Ek Divsachya Sahili-PK Ghanekar
Maharashtra Darshan-GN Dandekar

WebSites

Tourist details of Alibaug: http://aroundalibag.com/

Per sons

Mr Angre, descendent of Kanhoji Angre
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039-A-Khanderi-03-Underi Island Fort Complex Plate A

Google Location Map 001 Aerial view of Underi island fort

002 Underi island fort viewed from the sea 003 Entrance to Underi island fort
004 Arched entrance 005 Canons on the fort walls overlooking the sea

006 View of Khanderi island fort from Underi island fort 007 Canon on the fort walls
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Record Detailsfor 043-A-Kihim-02-House No0.223 of Kihim Grampanchayat

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 |Premise Name 043-A-Kihim-02-House No0.223 of Kihim Grampanchayat
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City NA
Ward NA
Village Kihim
I dentification 043 A Kihim 02 House No 223 of Kihim Grampanchayat
1.03|Internal Reference |RA-AI-NA-NA-Ki-043_A_Kihim_02 House No 223 of Kihim_Grampanchayat
Number
1.04|CSNo NA
1.05[Street Name 1 NA
1.06|Street Name 2 NA
1.07|Area/ Locality Kihim gaothan

1.08|Nearby landmark |Amruteshwar Mandir, Kihim
if any
1.09|Pin Code 402206
1.10|Current Owner Private, freehold
1.11|Type of Owner Private
1.12|Type of Occupancy |Owner occupied
1.13|Current Use Occasionally occupied as a private residence
1.14|Type of Use Residentia
1.15|Age Approximately 100 years
1.16|Plot Area(sg.mt) |[Approximately 400 sgm
1.17(Built Up Area Approximately 400 sqgm
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Minor Repair
building
1.19|Grade 11
1.20|Brief Detail Thisresidential building in Kihim village reflects the traditional regional architecture in Raigad district, but
has adistinct identity due to its ornate architectural elements & motifs. Some of these motifs indicate that the
house was constructed by a Bene Isragli.
(Refer photo no. 001, 002, 003, 004, 005).
It isadiscreet, well proportioned ground + one upper storey building with central pyramidal sloping roof
above the upper floor. Locally such a house is termed as madiche ghar (two storeyed house).
1.21|Date of Recording [2009-11-13

HISTORICAL DETAIL

201

Built in

The house was built in early 20th century.

2.02

Extensions/
M odificationsin

NA
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2.03|Extensions/ NA
M odifications
Details
2.04|Earlier Name(s) Not known
2.05|Earlier Use(s) Private residence
2.06|Historical The Wada architecture evolved during the Peshwa regime influenced the domestic architecturein
Significance Maharashtratill the late 19th century. It was a distinctive style for residential architecture & lifestyle of the
upper class. Gradualy till the 20th century its pure form was less in practice and only elements of this
architectural style were used. Local materials, construction techniques & occupation-based improvisations
saw adistinct climate responsive domestic or regional residential architecture style unique to the bio-
geographical regions of Maharashtra.
This housein Kihim village is one such example which showcases blend of various influences blended with
practical requisites. The features show strong European influence blended with traditional regional elements.
2.07|Cultural The traditional residential enclaves such as Haveli, Wada or similar houses are important socio-cultural units
Significance in Indian subcontinent. They reflect social fabric of the community. These are examples of 18th-19th century
houses whose planning reflects domestic life, family structure and social life of the people of bygone era.
2.08|Architectural A regional domestic style of wada architecture in Konkan region typically consists of alarge main structure

Significance

of one or two storey with group of rooms arranged around central living room. A major addition to this
domestic architecture style is the upper storey and balcony. Later in the 19th and early 20th century European
elements like decorative cast iron brackets, fluted columns of classical orders, cast iron railings etc were
added. Thus a unique fusion style seemsto have derived which was used mainly by the affluent class.

Thisresidential building in Kihim village adheres to asimilar fusion style. It retains the simplicity of
traditional coastal architecture but showcases articulate ornamentation in the architectural elements like the
doors, windows, columns etc.

(Refer photo no. 001, 002, 003, 004, 005)

It isadiscreet, well proportioned ground + one upper storeyed load bearing structure with central pyramidal
sloping roof above the upper floor.The size and scale of the building is bigger than the average traditional
residential house in the village yet blends with its surroundings. It hasits distinct identity due to its
ornamentation and upper floor. Locally such ahouse istermed as madiche ghar (two storeyed house),
generally owned by affluent individuals known as savkars (landlord / money lender).

The planis simple. The ground and the upper floor have central rooms around which verandahs / balconies or
rooms are arranged. The verandah and the balcony on its south give it adistinct character. (refer photo no.
002, 004). The entrance verandah placed centrally on the ground floor's southern face abuts the street leading
to the beach.

It has intricate decorations on its columns, window and door frames, grills and brackets. The ornate
architectural elements are a unique blend of regional and European styles e.g. the columns are of Composite
order (combination of the lonic and Corinthian orders) but the ornamentation is of traditional regional style.
The cast iron brackets depict the David's star which indicates that the house may have been constructed by a
Bene Isragli.

(refer photo no. 006, 007, 008, 009, 011, 012, 013, 016)

2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location : 72°51'59.56" E, 18°43'38.72" N
Kihimisatypical coastal village located 12 km to the north of Alibag on the Alibag - Mandwa road.

Theterrainis primarily flat consisting of numerous wadis. Thetraditional occupation of itsresidentsis
agriculture, horticulture and fishing. The region is green with natural vegetation and plantations of coconut,
betelnut and mango trees.. A calm unhurried lifestyle remains a marked character of this picturesque village
which attracts many tourists.

A large number of seaside properties are now owned by the non-residents from Mumbai and other cities.
Large population is moving towards tourism as occupation, thus adding to the floating popul ation especially
on weekends and holidays. This shift has affected the townscape and its scale due to unplanned infrastructure
and built development which is not sensitive to traditional architecture and may change the visual character
of the village over aperiod of time.

The house is situated in its own wadi in Kihim gaothan surrounded by other wadis. It islocatedona' T
junction of two internal village streets. The main street |eads to the beach starting from the Hanuman Mandir
in the gaothan. Approx 100 M before the beach, a by lane branches out to the north. The houseis located on
the south-eastern quadrant of this' T ' junction. The entrance to the house is from the main street. It is across
Amruteshwar Mandir [which is also listed as part of this survey].

2.10

Other Significance

Thishouseisatypical design of affluent class/ Savkar residences.

Although this building is an example of typical domestic architecture, its distinct architectural details makes
it stand apart from the other housesin the village. The house probably belonged to a Bene Isragli family,
local entrepreneur / trader.

A (arc) - Madhiche ghar, the house with an upper floor, is an almost well preserved example of traditional
architecture of affluent class.
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2.11|Value A(arc)
Classification
2.12|Recommended Il
Grade
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
3.01|Height Approximately 8 m till the ridge.
3.02|No. of Floors Ground+1 upper storey
Description Problem/Thr eat Condition
3.03|Structural System |[Thehouse (20mx 20 minplan)isa The house shows signs of aging butisina Minor
composite structure with awooden post and stable condition. Repair
beam frame and load bearing walls.
3.04|Plinth The plinth isin dressed black basalt stone The stone plinth and top moulding show signs  |Minor
masonry and is approx. 0.50 m in height. of aging but are in intact condition. Repair
3.05|Walls The house is a composite structure having The walls appear to be stable, however, aging, [Mgjor
teakwood post and beam framework and load | moss formation and salt formation indicate Repair
bearing brick walls finished with lime plaster on|internal damage to the walls. Rising damp is
both sides. observed in the masonry above the plinth level.
Thejoints between masonry wall and wooden
posts are opened up at few places. External
plaster on the walls has stripped off dueto
weathering at many places.
3.06|Floors The ground floor verandah isfinished in Dueto lack of maintenance, flooring has Minor
dressed black basalt stone on the consolidated |cracked and chipped off at several places. Repair
base. Thefirst floor has teakwood boarding
floor over teakwood framework of joists and Wooden ceiling of ground floor is sagging at a
beams. (refer photo no. 007, 014, 017) few places. This may be due weight of the first
floor flooring.
3.07|Stairs Not known Not applicable -
3.08|Openings The whole house has alarge number of The teakwood doors and windows are Minor
teakwood doors and windows facilitating structurally in good condition but oil paint has |Repair
natural light and ventilation. peeled off. Regular maintenance is lacking.
The entrance door frameisin teakwood with  |Many of the wrought iron bars of the windows
intricately carved architrave / moulding. It has |are rusted.
double teakwood panel shutters. (refer photo no.
008)
Window sizes vary but have identical design.
Vertical wrought iron bars embedded within the
wooden frame act as grills. (refer photo no. 009,
012)
3.09|Roof The house has a central pyramidal roof with Roof of the main house isin stable condition Major
Mangalore tiles over teakwood framework over |but has not been cleaned and repaired for many |Repair
thefirst floor. Anintricately carved wooden years. The facia board has weathered
fascia runs along the periphery of the roof at the |considerably and is
eaves level. missing at many places.
Simple lean to roof with wide overhangs from
the external wall coversthe rooms/ veranda on
the ground floor.
3.10|Articulation The entrance verandah on the ground floor has |Due to neglect and lack of maintenancethese  |Minor
intricately carved teakwood columns. (Refer elegant features have deteriorated Repair
photo no. 006, 007. 013. 016) considerably and may vanish over the period.
Wrought iron brackets include motif of star of
David. (refer photo no. 011)
3.11|Finishes Walls: Lime plaster with paint All the finishes have weathered and deteriorated | Minor
Flooring: Dressed black basalt stone floor on  |considerably due to neglect. Repair
ground floor and teskwood boarding on the
upper floor.
Doors + Windows: Teakwood, painted
3.12|Furniture None Not applicable -
3.13|Compound/Fence/ [None Not applicable -
Gate
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3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt [None Not applicable -
/ space /out
buildings/
landscape
3.15|Lighting Natural and artificial None -
3.16|Ventilation Natura and artificial None -
3.17|Electricity MSEB None -
3.18|Water Supply Not known Not applicable -
3.19|Plumbing & Not known Not applicable -
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire None Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security €etc)
3.21|Incongruent Form: Original form unaltered

Transformation

Structure: Original structure unaltered

Articulation & Finishes:Unaltered

3.22|Overall Thehouseisisinafair condition but is not in regular use. Hence it isin a state of neglect.
Maintenance
Status

3.23|Overall Condition [Minor Repair

RELEVANT DETAILS

4.01|D P Remarks MMR Land use: RTZ
4.02|Overall Problems | The main street which leads to the beach abuts the house from its South hence it may be affected by road
& Threats widening.
The house is within the gaothan and may be affected by redevel opment of the region.
The structure is within 500 m from the beach and comes under the CRZ.
4.03|Additional Notes  [None
4.04 |References
Books/Documents |None
WebSites The International Network for Traditional Building, Architecture & Urbanism (INTBAU):
http://www.intbau.org/india/Downl oads/indiantraditions/S Dalvi.pdf
Persons None
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043-A-Kihim-02-House No0.223 of Kihim Grampanchayat Plate A

Google Location Map 001 Street view- South East corner
002 Street view- South West corner 003 View of North East corner
004 South view of the entrance verandah 005 South view
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043-A-Kihim-02-House No0.223 of Kihim Grampanchayat Plate B

006 Wooden fluted column in the entrance 007 Entrance verandah 008 Entrance door with the decorative
verandah wooden architrave

009 Typical teakwood window with double 010 Iron rods embedded in the window 011 Metal bracket with the Star of
shutter and decorative wooden moulding frame David motif

along the frame

012 Ornate wooden moulding strip of the 013 Verandah column capital 014 Wooden boarding below the
window balcony
015 Balcony railing 016 Verandah column base 017 Decorative wooden brackets

supporting the beam
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Record Detailsfor 043-A-Kihim-03-Amruteshwar Mandir

BASIC DETAIL

1.1 [Premise Name 043-A-Kihim-03-Amruteshwar Mandir
1.2 |District Raigad

Tehshil Alibag

City NA

Ward NA

Village Kihim

I dentification 043 A Kihim 03 Amruteshwar Mandir
1.03(Internal Reference |RA-AI-NA-NA-Ki-043_A_Kihim_03 Amruteshwar_Mandir

Number
1.04|CSNo NA
1.05|Street Name 1 Kihim village street leading to the beach
1.06|Street Name 2 By-lane off the main street leading to the beach
1.07|Area/ Locality Kihim gaothan

1.08 l}leex by landmark |House no.223 of the Kihim Grampanchayat
if any
1.09(Pin Code 402206
1.10|Current Owner Grampanchayat, Kihim
1.11|Type of Owner Loca Govt.
1.12|Type of Occupancy | Community ownership
1.13|Current Use Worship
1.14|Type of Use Religious
1.15|Age Approximately 200 years
1.16|Plot Area (sg.mt) |Approximately 165 sgm
1.17|Built Up Area Approximately 165 sgm
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Major Repair
building
1.19|Grade 11
1.20|Brief Detail This mandir is simple and appears like domestic architecture. (refer photo no. 001). The main structureis
rectangular with sloping gable roof and includes the shrine within. Thisis asingle storey structure
constructed in brick masonry finished with cement plaster and acts as the sabhamandap. An entrance
verandah to the west with a hipped, |ean to roof provides the traditional |ook.
1.21|Date of Recording [2009-11-13

HISTORICAL DETAIL

2.01|Builtin The Amruteshwar Mandir may have been built in the period between late 17th century and late 18th century.
2.02|Extensions/ Modifications done during the early 20th century.
M odificationsin
2.03|Extensions/ Modifications such as change of floor finishes, painting of walls internally and externally; installation of
Modifications electrical fixtures, installing M.S. grills in openings were carried out as per prevailing trends.
Details
2.04|Earlier Name(s) Amruteshwar Mandir
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2.05

Earlier Use(s)

Worship

2.06

Historical
Significance

In the declining phase of the Peshwaregime in the late 18th century, trend of patronizing construction of
elaborate religious projects was curtailed. Religious structures built during Peshwa period were built as per
norms of Deccan architectural style. But later this was limited only to the Garbhagruha shrines. Trend of
domestic styled religious architecture started emerging in the late 18th century which continued in the early
20th century. Simplicity and modesty are characteristics of religious structures built during this period.

These structures showcased simple domestic architectural style, use of locally available material, less
exuberance and intricacy and smaller scale structures.

Amruteshwar Mandir is one of such religious structures built during this phase and is built in regional
domestic style of
architecture.

2.07

Cultural
Significance

Religious buildings (Mandirs, Magjid etc.) are important socio-cultural institutions in the Indian
Subcontinent. These domestic religious places provided spaces for cultural interaction, sustenance of
religious folk art such as kirtan, gondhal, dashavatar etc.

The Mandir today is one of the active religious centersin Kihim village and hence needs to be preserved and
restored.

2.08

Architectural
Significance

The Mandir adheres to the simplicity of traditional architecture. One of the main characteristics of such
domestic style religious structuresis that, there is no segregation of sabhamandap and garbhagruha. Idols are
placed in asmall shrine which islocated in the western or eastern half of the sabhamandap. Even though
constructed in regional domestic style, glimpses of traditional Deccan temple architecture can be seen in
decorative elements.

This mandir is simple and the external enveloping structure adheres to the regional domestic architecture.
(refer photo no. 001). This main structure is rectangular with sloping gable roof and includes the shrine
within. It isasingle storey structure constructed in brick masonry finished with cement plaster and acts as the
sabhamandap. It has a entrance verandah to the west with a hipped, lean to roof which adds to the traditional
look. The main structure covers aplinth areaof 11 mx 15 m.

The shrine / garbhagruhais located at the eastern end of the sabhamandap with a narrow space for
pradakshina (circumambulation) around it. (refer photo no. 002 and 003). It is square in shape with a
pyramidal shikhara and a small entrance on itswest. It has remained unaltered. Originally the structure may
have been lime plastered, but presently the uncousred stone masonry is exposed. It measures3mx 3min
plan and its shikhara measures about 4 m in height from the floor of the sabhamandap. The shrine houses a
Shivling placed at its centre. (refer photo no. 009). The shikhara above is constructed in basalt stone with
corbelling method and finished with lime plaster from outside. Externally the shikhara has three distinct tiers
with decorative motifs at the corner of each tier. (refer photo no. 006). The shrine has a west-facing entrance
door and two windows on north,south side walls. The entrance is flanked with square wall niches which may
have had idols in them.

2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location : 72°51'59.21" E, 18°43'38.72" N
Kihimisatypical coastal village located 12 kmsto the north of Alibag on the Alibag - Mandwa road.

Theterrainis primarily flat consisting of numerous wadis. The traditional occupation of its residentsis
horticulture and fishing. The region is green with natural vegetation and plantations of coconut, betelnut and
mango trees. A calm unhurried lifestyle remains a marked character of this picturesgue village which attracts
many.

A large number of seaside properties are now owned by the non-residents - from Mumbai and other cities.
Large population is moving towards tourism as occupation, thus adding to the floating popul ation especially
on weekends and holidays. This shift has affected the townscape and its scale due to unplanned infrastructure
and built development which is not sensitive to traditional architecture and may change the visual character
of the village over aperiod of time.

The mandir is situated in Kihim gaothan surrounded by wadis. It islocated on a'T" junction of two village
streets. The main street |eads to the beach starting from the Hanuman Mandir in the gaothan area. Approx
100 m before the beach, a by-lane branches off to the north. The mandir is located on the north eastern
quadrant of this'T" junction. The entrance to the templeis from this by lane. It is across house no.223 of the
Kihim Grampanchayat [which is also listed as part of this survey].

2.10

Other Significance

The mandir has a simple and domestic look which makesiit blend with its surroundings. Its serendipitous
character is revealed when you enter the temple. The internal shrine/ garbhagruhaisasimple original
structure which has remained unaltered till date. All the surrounding temples/ shrines have been morphed in
an insensitive way, but this has maintained its original character.

A (cul) - A simple shrine maintaining its original form and character. It is active in worship and forms an
integral part of the local culture.

211

Value
Classification

A(cul)

212

Recommended
Grade
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PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

3.01|Height Approximately 5to 6 m
3.02|No. of Floors Single storey structure
Description Problem/Threat Condition
3.03|Structural System |The main sabhamandap structure (11 m x 15 m) | The complete structureisin a dilapidated Major
isaload bearing structure with a post and beam |condition. Repair
wooden frame work supporting the sloping
roof.
(refer photo no. 001)
The garbhagruhais aload bearing square
shaped shrine (3 m x 3 min plan) constructed in
uncousred black basalt stone masonry.
3.04|Plinth The sabhamandap plinth isin random rubble Stone masonry of the plinth shows signs of Major
masonry, finished with cement plaster. Itis+ |aging. Dislodging of stonesisobserved at few |Repair
0.90 m from the entrance veranda and + 1.20 m |places.
above street level. The shrine's plinth is now
covered and isin level with the sabhamandap
floor.
3.05|Walls (refer photo no. 001, 002 and 003) The entrance |Walls of the sabhamandap are considerably Major
verandah and the sabhamandap have load damaged due to water ingress and rising damp. |Repair
bearing walls and piers made out of brick and | Extensive moss and algae formation have
finished with cement plaster. The shrineisin  |defiled the wall surface.
black basalt coursed rubble masonary and is left
exposed. Lime plaster on the stone walls of garbhagruha
isamost completely stripped off, exposing the
stone masonry. But the walls appear to bein
intact condition, however aging, moss
formation, water retention and salt formation
indicate internal damage to the walls.
3.06|Floors The entrance verandah is finished in an IPS Flooring of garbhagruha has weathered Major
flooring whereas the sabhamandap has a extensively. Repair
traditional floor of hand-compacted earth
finished with cattle dung slurry. The shrine may | Sabhamandap flooring lacks maintenance. Itis
have had similar traditional floor but now is cracked at severa places exposing rammed soil
replaced with IPS of the plinth.
3.07|Stairs None Not applicable -
3.08|Openings The entrance door to the sabhamandap has a The wooden frames of doors and windowsare |[Major
simple wooden frame, with double lockable in deteriorated condition. Regular maintenance |Repair
shutters made out of wooden planks. Windows |islacking.
in the external walls are of similar design with
wooden grill built into the frame.
The shrine has a narrow opening with awooden
frame added |ater. (refer photo no. 008). Its
frameisin wood, windows on its north and
south face also are with wooden frames but
have wooden grill as a part of the frame. (refer
photo no.007)
3.09|Roof The entrance verandah has a hipped, lean to Roof of the Mandir isin stable condition but is |Minor
roof which meets the gable wall of the in need of maintenance. The wooden Repair
sabhamandap. It is constructed in wood and framework needs anti-termite treatment. Few
covered with Mangaloretiles. The roof tiles and ridge tiles are broken. The facia
sabhamandap has a gable roof with awooden  |board is missing.
frame covered with Mangalore tiles. (refer
photo no. 001).
The pyramidal shikhara of the shrineis
constructed by corbelling black basalt stone
slabs covered externally with lime plaster. It has
three horizontal tiers. (refer photo no. 004, 005
and 006) with decorative motifs at the corner of
each tier
3.10|Articulation None Not applicable -
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3.11|Finishes The garbhagruha wallswalls arein black basalt | The lime plaster has been totally stripped off, |Major
stone masonry which were lime plastered exposing the stone masonry. Repair
originaly.
3.12|Furniture Idolsin the Mandir vicinity of possible Need to be preserved. Ruin
archaeological importance. (refer photo no.
010)
3.13|Compound/Fence/ [None Not applicable -
Gate
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt [None Not applicable -
/ space /out
buildings/
landscape
3.15|Lighting Natural, artificial light inside garbhagruha None -
3.16|Ventilation Natural None -
3.17 [Electricity MSEB None -
3.18|Water Supply None Not applicable -
3.19|Plumbing & None Not applicable -
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire None Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security etc)
3.21|Incongruent Form :Shrine - Unaltered original form

Transformation

Structure: Shrine - Unaltered original structure, except addition of IPS flooring

3.22|Overall The Mandir isin aneglected state.
Maintenance
Status

3.23|Overall Condition [Magjor Repair

RELEVANT DETAILS

4.01|D P Remarks MMR Landuse: RTZ
4.02|Overall Problems | The main street which leads to the beach abuts the mandir from its south hence it may be affected during road
& Threats widening. A stepped-well now across the main street |eading to the beach had its entrance steps starting near
the temple entrance. The steps were filled up during the construction of the street, although the well was
saved. The entrance from the stepsis still visible. (refer photo no. 011 and 012)
The mandir is within the Gaothan limits and hence the redevel opment pressure will be high as the tourism
grows.
The structure is within 500 m from the beach and thus comes within the CRZ.
4.03|Additional Notes  [None
4.04 | References
Books/Documents |None
WebSites None
Persons Shri Rajesh Sawant, local resident of Kihim was interviewed.
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043-A-Kihim-03-Amruteshwar Mandir Plate A

Google Location Map 001 West view of the Mandir from the street
002 View of the shrine enclosed by the external envelope/ 003 West view of the garbhagruha
sabhamandap
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043-A-Kihim-03-Amruteshwar Mandir Plate B

004 Shikhara interior view of the stone

corbelling

005 Shikhar above the garbhagruha 006 View of the pyramidal shikhar with manglore tiled wooden roof above

007 Garbhagruha window 008 West entrance of the garbhagruha 009 Shivling within the garbhagruha
010 Idols within the Mandir 011 Step well near Amruteshwar Mandir 012 Blocked entrance of the step

well
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Record Detailsfor 043-A-Kihim-09-Kihim Water Tank

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 [Premise Name 043-A-Kihim-09-Kihim Water Tank
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City NA
Ward NA
Village Kihim
I dentification 043 A Kihim 09 Kihim Water Tank
1.03|Internal Reference |RA-AI-NA-NA-Ki-043_A_Kihim_09 Kihim Water_Tank
Number
1.04|CSNo 1062
1.05|Street Name 1 Kihim village main road leading from Kihim junction on Alibag - Mandava road to Kihim village.
1.06|Street Name 2 NA
1.07|Area/ Locality Western outskirts of Kihim gaothan

1.08|Nearby landmark |Bhileshwar Mandir
if any
1.09|Pin Code 402206
1.10|Current Owner Collector, Raigad District
1.11|Type of Owner Loca Govt.
1.12|Type of Occupancy |NA
1.13|Current Use Water tank for domestic and cultural use
1.14|Type of Use Recreational, religious and domestic
1.15|Age Not known
1.16|Plot Area (sg.mt) |Approx. 26,000 sq m (30,000 sqg m inclusive of surrounding green periphery)
1.17|Built Up Area Approx. 26,000 sg m
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Good
building
1.19|Grade IE
1.20|Brief Detail This natural water body is polygonal in shape and is located on the western outskirts of Kihim gaothan. It has
dense vegetation all along its periphery.
1.21|Date of Recording |2010-05-14
HISTORICAL DETAIL
2.01|Builtin Not known
2.02|Extensions/ Western periphery of the tank
M odificationsin
2.03|Extensions/ A small ghat with steps leading from the Mandir to the water on its western bank have been added later.
Modifications
Details
2.04|Earlier Name(s) Kihim water tank
2.05|Earlier Use(s) Religious and Cultural water body.
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2.06

Historical
Significance

Ilection has been atradition of this region. This could possibly be due to low groundwater availability or
salinity coRaigad district, within and beyond MMR boundaries, has alarge number of water bodies - lakes,
ponds, tanks, wells and step-wells. It seemsthat the rainwater and surface water conservation has been the
tradition of thisregion. This could be due to low groundwater availability or salinity concernsin the coastal
villages and swift run-off during the monsoon months due to steep terrain.

Thistrend of preserving natural water bodies and constructing new ones seems to have originated during the
Peshwa period as part of socio-palitical responsibilities. Later thistrend continued during the British rule
and and almost vanished post-Independence.

Considering the global water shortage and struggles of today, these water storage bodies need to be protected
and revived. Thus the Kihim water tank is an integral part of this water conservation legacy and an important
natural heritage of Raigad district and hence deserves conservation.

207

Cultural
Significance

The water bodies were mostly associated with religious and cultural buildings. They were an integral part of
therituals, traditions and folklore. These water bodies were also witness to social change through history.

Customs and stories make it sacrosanct, thus maintaining a tangible link between the community and the
natural world around it.

These water tanks were created as complementary source to the existing wells supplying fresh water. Most of
these water bodies are natural with green surroundings and support the indigenous flora - fauna. They play an
important role in nature conservation, forming an integral part of the rural ecosystem and hence are of socio-
cultural importance. They are also one of the scenic places in the villages and have high recreation value
through generations.

2.08

Architectural
Significance

During the 16th century main occupation of the majority population was farming and these farms were
spread around the main village. The Maratha rulers encouraged digging of wells and also funded for creating
public water bodies and reservoirs. These were called in Marathi as'Gav Tal€'. Examples of such village
lakes and ponds are found in many villages in the Konkan belt.

Kihim water tank is asimilar water body on the western outskirts of Kihim gaothan. This natural water body
is polygonal in shape. It measures approx. 180 m in diameter and about 5 m deep. Bhileshwar Mandir ison
its western banks. The Mandir adheres to the simplicity of the regional domestic architecture prevalent in the
Konkan region. A circular well constructed with dressed black basalt stone masonry is situated on north side
of the Mandir. The dense vegetation all along its periphery adds to the scenic beauty of the tank thus creating
a serene environment. The tank and neighbouring Bhileshwar Mandir together create a sacred identity for the
village.

2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location : 72°52'11.83" E, 18°43'43.80" N

Kihim isatypical coastal village located 16 km to the north of Alibag on Alibag - Mandavaroad. It is off the
main Pen - Wadkhal - Alibag road NH 4B by 12 km from / viaKarle khind. The terrain is primarily flat
consisting of numerous wadis. The traditional occupation of its residents is horticulture and fishing. The
region is green with natural vegetation and plantations of coconut, betelnut and mango trees. A calm and
nonchalant lifestyle remains a marked character of this picturesque village which attracts many.

A large number of seaside properties are now owned by non-residents - from Mumbai and other cities. Large
population is moving towards tourism as occupation, thus adding to the floating population especially on
weekends and holidays. This shift has affected the townscape and its scale due to unplanned infrastructure
and the built development which is not sensitive to the traditional architecture and may change the visual
character of the village over a period of time.

The water tank is located on the western outskirts of Kihim gaothan. It lies to the South of the main road
linking Kihim village to Kihim village junction on Alibag - Mandava road next to Bhileshwar Mandir. It is
located amidst amix of small agricultural and residential plots. The areaaround it is slowly developing as a
satellite devel opment of main Kihim gaothan.

2.10

Other Significance

| (sce), Natural Heritage - A natural water body fed with live springs and surrounded by indigenous
vegetation add to the natural beauty of the place creating a distinct waterfront area for cultural activity and
recreation.

Thetank is an example of traditional water conservation strategy. It isimportant element of service
infrastructure for the community. The natural terrestrial and aquatic flora and fauna provide value additions
to its heritage character. Such waterbodies help conservation of biodiversity in the region.

Water tanks are rain water catchments and help in maintaining the ground water table and recharging of
village wells. They help in improvement of micro-climate of the region and help peripheral agriculture /
horticulture.

2.11|Value I(sce)
Classification

2.12|Recommended IE
Grade
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PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

3.01|Height Approx. 5 m deep
3.02|No. of Floors Not applicable
Description Problem/Thr eat Condition
3.03|Structural System [Not applicable Not applicable -
3.04|Plinth Not applicable Not applicable -
3.05|Walls Not applicable Not applicable -
3.06|Floors Not applicable Not applicable -
3.07|Stairs A small stepped-ghat in front of the Mandir The ghat is intact. Good
abuts the tank.
3.08|Openings Not applicable Not applicable -
3.09|Roof Not applicable Not applicable -
3.10|Articulation Not applicable Not applicable -
3.11|Finishes Not applicable Not applicable -
3.12|Furniture Not applicable Not applicable -
3.13|Compound/Fence/ [None None -
Gate
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt |Bhileshwar Mandir is on its western banks. Both the Mandir and the ghat are fairly Good
/ space /out maintained and together have a sacred identity
buildings/ A well on its eastern bank. for the village.
landscape
The lake is surrounded by good natural The well is used by the villagers.
vegetation.
The tank may get filled up in future under the
development pressure.
3.15|Lighting None None -
3.16|Ventilation Not applicable Not applicable -
3.17 |Electricity None None -
3.18|Water Supply A natural water body fed with live springs and |If not maintained the excessive weed growth Minor
rainwater during the rainy season. could kill the water body. Repair
The water can get contaminated due to lack of
regular cleaning and maintenance.
3.19|Plumbing & Not applicable Not applicable -
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire Not applicable Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security etc)
3.21|Incongruent Ghat leading from the Mandir to the water on its western bank has been added later.
Transformation
3.22|Overall The tank and its surroundings are fairly maintained.
Maintenance
Status
3.23|Overall Condition |Good

RELEVANT DETAILS

4.01|D P Remarks MMR Landuse: RTZ
4.02|Overall Problems |Themain road linking Kihim village to the Alibag - Mandava road abuts the tank on its North, hence the tank
& Threats may be affected by road widening.
Thetank isregularly used for cleaning activities (washing clothes, vehicles, etc) and religious activities (1dol
immersion) thus causing pollution within the aquatic ecosystem and also in the surrounding natural
vegetation.
4.03|Additional Notes |Large number of the villages listed in the MMR Alibag region for this heritage survey have fresh water
bodies. Most of them are natural with green periphery forming an integral part of the rural ecosystem.
4.04 | References
Books/Documents [None
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WebSites

None

Persons

None

157




043-A-Kihim-09-Kihim Water Tank Plate A

Google Location Map 001 Tank view with Bhileshwar Mandir

002 Natural vegetation around the tank 003 Tree shaded pathway around the tank

004 Panoramic view of the tank
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Record Detailsfor 044-A-K olgaon-01-Navigation Beacon

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 |Premise Name 044-A-K olgaon-01-Navigation Beacon
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City NA
Ward NA
Village Kolgaon
I dentification 044 A Kolgaon 01 Navigation Beacon
1.03|Internal Reference |RA-AI-NA-NA-Ko0-044 A Kolgaon 01 Navigation Beacon
Number
1.04|CSNo 128
1.05|Street Name 1 Foot track from the Mandwa jetty road.
1.06|Street Name 2 None
1.07|Area/ Locality North of Kolgaon village outside the gaothan limits.
1.08|Nearby landmark |None
if any
1.09|Pin Code 402206
1.10|Current Owner Maharashtra Maritime Board
1.11|Type of Owner State Govt.
1.12|Type of Occupancy |NA
1.13|Current Use None
1.14|Type of Use Utility
1.15|Age Approximately 200 years
1.16|Plot Area(sg.mt) |[NA
1.17(Built Up Area 20Sgm
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Good
building
1.19|Grade I
1.20|Brief Detail The simple cylindrical tower isreminiscent of maritime architecture (like alight house) located at a strategic
location on top of ahillock.
1.21|Date of Recording |2010-05-14

HISTORICAL DETAIL

2.01|Builtin It was built during the 18th century.
2.02|Extensions/ NA

M odificationsin
2.03|Extensions/ None

M odifications

Details
2.04|Earlier Name(s) Mandwa Navigation Beacon
2.05|Earlier Use(s) Navigation beacon
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2.06

Historical
Significance

Waterways was a chief mode of transport facilitating trade before the development of internal infrastructure
like roads and bridges. The maritime trade was highly active in this region during the early 18th century. The
navigation between the sea and the creeks/ rivers was difficult in early days. These navigation beacons were
constructed to assist / guide navigation.

Although placed on arelatively small hillock it islocated strategically such that it is distinctly visible from
the open sea, across the harbour and the surrounding region. The top of the tower commands an excellent
view in al directions. Alibag fort, Khanderi Underi to the south, Elephanta, Karanje and Uran to the north,
Dharamtar creek, Rewas, Hashiware tower beacon, Kankeshwar, Karnalafort to the southeast. (photo no. 010
and 011).

207

Cultural
Significance

The beacon was devel oped to facilitate the maritime trade in this coastal region. In the times when no other
modes of communication were available, these navigational beacons must have had a very strong socio-
cultural relevance.

2.08

Architectural
Significance

The tower islocated at the top of the hillock and rises sharply above the surrounding dense scrub vegetation.
(photo no.001 and 002). The tower is reminiscent of maritime architecture (like alight house). It isasimple
cylindrical load bearing structure constructed in black basalt stone masonry with an outer diameter of about 4
m. It is hollow from within with an inner diameter of 3 m and the height of approximately 10 m. (photo
no.003). The top edge of the tower has a projected stone rim. A cast iron railing is erected above thisrim.
(photo no 005).

2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location : 72°52'56.07" E, 18°48'03.86" N

Kolgaon isasmall village located along the coast on the northern fringes of the MMR Alibag. It is off the
Alibag - Mandwa road by approximately 1.5 km to the west of Mandwa jetty. The coast is about 800 m to the
northwest of the village.

Theterrainis primarily flat with the exception of asmall hillock located beyond the gaothan limits towards
its north. Although the village is surrounded by agricultural land there are patches of natural vegetation
spread around the vicinity of the village. The village is asmall settlement and the traditional occupationis
paddy cultivation, horticulture and fishing. A calm unhurried lifestyle has been a characteristic of this
village.

Mandwa jetty connects Mumbai, Uran, Rewas and Gharapuri island etc. by ferries plying across the harbour.
This has attracted many tourists. A large number of seaside properties are now owned by non-residents from
Mumbai and other nearby cities. Large population in the area is moving towards tourism as occupation, thus
adding to the floating population especially on weekends and holidays. This shift has affected the townscape
and its scale due to unplanned infrastructure and built development which is not sensitive to traditional
architecture and may change the visual character of the village over a period of time.

The navigation beacon is located on the hillock on the north of Kolgaon village outside the gaothan limits. It
is accessed by afoot track from a bifurcation on the Mandwa jetty road. This bifurcation is located about 600
m from the Mandwa jetty. The foot track heads west through scrub vegetation and skirting private properties.
A gradual ascend of about 2 kms takes one to the top of the hillock where this beacon tower islocated. The
hillock top is about 20.0 m above MSL

2.10

Other Significance

The Beacon is now abandoned as its original use is defunct. However it is an important link in the history of
navigation and also the economic history of the surrounding region. The structure definitely needs
preservation maybe through re-use, so that it is not totally lost to the future generations.

A similar navigation beacon exists at Hashiware which would guide the vessels navigating through
Dharamtar / Ambariver.

A (his) - A navigation beacon for guiding vessels especially during the day time. The beacon guided not only
the large vessels, but also small boats supporting the fishing occupation of the region.

C (seh) - Animportant part of maritime trade and history. The beacons have become redundant as far as their
original usage but are important milestones in socioeconomic history.

2.11|Value A(his),C(she)

Classification
2.12|Recommended |

Grade

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
3.01|Height Approximately 10 m
3.02|No. of Floors NA
Description Problem/Threat Condition
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3.03|Structural System |Thetower is constructed as aload bearing The tower shows asigns of aging but isin a Good
structure with roughly dressed ashlar masonry. |stable condition.
3.04|Plinth The tower beacon has a circular plinth of black |Vegetation growth surrounding the plinth is Minor
basalt stone 0.15 m high above the surrounding |harmful for the structure. Repair
ground level.
3.05|Walls The entire tower isin exposed dressed black Salt formation is visible in many parts of the Minor
basalt stone masonry. The tower is hollow from |wall. Repair
within and the wall thicknessis about 0.50 m.
(photo no.004).
3.06|Floors The floor at the base of the tower isin cobbled |The stone flooring shows signs of aging. Minor
black basalt stones. Repair
3.07|Stairs Cast iron rungs are embedded on the inner face |Cast iron rungs are in corroded condition. Minor
of the tower which act as aladder leading to the Repair
top of the tower.
3.08|Openings The tower is accessed by anarrow arched The wrought iron gate isin corroded condition. |Minor
opening located at the base of the tower. A Repair
wrought iron gate acts as an access door. (photo
no.004 and 006)
Four circular openings facing four different
directions are placed approximately at the
centre of the tower walls. Each circular opening
islined with acircular frame of finely dressed
black basalt stone. (photo no0.003 and 009)
3.09|Roof The tower is an open to sky structure and has no|Not applicable -
roof.
3.10]Articulation None Not applicable -
3.11|Finishes Walls arein roughly dressed black basalt The wall is painted both externally and Minor
masonry. internally with white paint. Repair
Floor isin cobbled black basalt stones.
3.12|Furniture None Not applicable -
3.13|Compound/Fence/ [None Not applicable -
Gate
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt |Some stones with inscriptions are scattered in | These may get stolen or vandalized. They need |Ruin
/ space /out the vicinity of thistower which could be of to be protected or shifted to nearby museums.
buildings/ archaeological importance.
landscape
3.15|Lighting Natural None -
3.16|Ventilation Natural None -
3.17|Electricity None Not applicable -
3.18|Water Supply None Not applicable -
3.19|Plumbing & None Not applicable -
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire None Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security €etc)
3.21|Incongruent Form :Original form unaltered
Transformation
Structure:Original structure unaltered
3.22|Overall The tower isin abandoned state.
Maintenance
Status
3.23|Overall Condition |Good

RELEVANT DETAILS

|4.01|D P Remarks

MMR Landuse: RTZ
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4.02

Overall Problems
& Threats

Although the structure is located on a hillock away from any immediate human settlement a direct accessto it
has already been diverted due to boundaries constructed around private properties. If the traditional / natural
foot track accessto it is not clearly demarcated and protected the access to the tower could be lost.

The properties around it are devel oped as private bungal ows and resorts whose built forms are contradictory
to the visual form of the tower

The structure is within 500 m from the beach and thus comes under the CRZ

4.03|Additional Notes  |None

4.04 |References
Books/Documents | Gazette reference: Kolaba District Gazetteer
WebSites http://maharashtra.gov.in/english/gazetteer/ K OLABA/places Mandva.html
Persons None
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044-A-Kolgaon-01-Navigation Beacon Plate A

Google Location Map 001 View from Mandava

002 Foot track leading to the tower 003 External view of the tower
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044-A-Kolgaon-01-Navigation Beacon Plate B

004 Arched entrance at the base 005 Tower stone rim with the railing 006 Wrought iron gate at the
entrance

007 Rungs inside the wall 008 Interior view through the shaft 009 Circular window opening

010 South Eastern view from the tower 011 South Western view from the tower

ENVIRODESIGNERS PVT. LTD. 164



Record Detailsfor 067-A-Nevedar Navagaon-01-Bene | sraeli Cemetery

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 |Premise Name 067-A-Nevedar Navagaon-01-Bene Israeli Cemetery
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City NA
Ward NA
Village Navagaon
I dentification 067 A Nevedar Navagaon 01 Bene Isragli Cemetery
1.03|Internal Reference |RA-AI-NA-NA-Na-067 A _Nevedar Navagaon 01 Bene Israeli_Cemetery
Number
1.04|CSNo 49
1.05|Street Name 1 The main road connecting Navagaon village to Kihim village running parallel to the beach
1.06|Street Name 2 None
1.07|Area/ Locality Navagaon koli wada
1.08|Nearby landmark |None
if any
1.09|Pin Code 402207
1.10|Current Owner Grampanchayat / Bene Isragli Community
1.11|Type of Owner Trust
1.12|Type of Occupancy |Owner occupied
1.13|Current Use In use by the Bene Isragli community for burial
1.14|Type of Use Religious
1.15|Age Not known
1.16|Plot Area(sg.mt) |Approximately 25,000 sg m
1.17(Built Up Area NA
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Major Repair
building
1.19|Grade 1B
1.20|Brief Detail This Bene Isragli cemetery is roughly arectangular plot of land admeasuring approximately 100 m x 250 m
with its longer end parallel to the beach. It has many old graves and is still in use by the Bene I srali
community.
1.21 |Date of Recording |2010-05-14
HISTORICAL DETAIL
2.01|Builtin Not known
2.02|Extensions/ Compound wall.
M odificationsin
2.03|Extensions/ The Jerusalem gate and the community memorial are later additions.
M odifications
Details
2.04|Earlier Name(s) Navagaon Bene Isragli Jewish cemetery

2.05

Earlier Use(s)

Used by the Bene Isragli community for burial.
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2.06|Historical Oral community history mentions that this was the site where the ancestors of the Bene Israelis were ship-
Significance wrecked on the shores of Navgaon beach 2000 years ago. The dead were buried here and the survivors settled
here integrating with the local s yet maintaining their distinct communal identity.
The memorial although added later is a homage to the Bene Israeli community of Indiawho have now mostly
migrated to Isragl.
2.07|Cultural Thisisan important landmark property which presents a glimpse of our social history. The Bene Isragli
Significance community believes that their ancestors were ship-wrecked on the shores of Navagaon beach. The dead were
buried here and the survivors settled here forming the Bene Israeli community.
2.08|Architectural This cemetery islocated on a quiet, isolated stretch of road between Navagaon and Kihim. Fairly large trees

Significance

and shrubs cover the periphery of its premises merging with its green surroundings.

Apart from the graves there are only two structures in the premises. Both of these have been added later. One
is an entrance gate to the premises known as the Jerusalem gate. The other structure isamemoria to the
Bene lsragli community.

This cemetery is roughly arectangular plot of land admeasuring approximately 100 m x 250 m with its
longer end parallel to the beach. The entry to the premisesis through an arched gate located at the center of
the plot on its eastern boundary on the main road. This arched gate is known as the Jerusalem gate (photo no.
001) and is alater addition. The older graves are located in the center of the plot while the recent ones occupy
the southern quarter of the premises. The tomb stone plagues and the inscriptions vary in material and
language

A tall concrete memorial with a star shaped plan exists in the center of the northern quarter of the premises.
A brief history of the Bene Israeli community isinscribed on stone plagues embedded into the concrete walls
of the memorial (photo no. 007, 008, 009. 010)

2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location : 72°50'51.86" E, 18°42'48.13" N

Navagaon is atypical coastal village located 8 km to the north of Alibag on the Alibag - Mandwaroad. It is
off the main Pen - Wadakhal - Alibag road NH 4B by 8 km via Alibag city or aternatively 9 km viaKarle
khind on NH 4B.

Theterrainis primarily flat consisting of a koliwada and afew wadis. The traditional occupation of its
residentsisfishing and horticulture. The region is green with natural vegetation and plantations of coconut,
betelnut and mango trees. A cam unhurried lifestyle remains amarked character of this picturesque village
which attracts many.

A few seaside properties are owned by non-residents from Mumbai and other nearby cities. In 1985 a
fertilizer factory was setup by Rashtriya Chemicals and Fertilizers (RCF) on the north eastern outskirts of
village Thal. Although Thal islocated 1km to the south of Navagaon village the factory premises extend
northwards up to about 300 m from the eastern outskirts of Navagaon village. Subsequently alarge number
of itsworkers have settled in a semi-urban colony located in this space between the factory's western edge
and Navagaon village.

All of these factors have affected the local population / culture of Navagaon village This shift has affected the
townscape and its scale due to unplanned infrastructure and built development which is not sensitive to
traditional architecture and may change the visual character of the village over a period of time.

Kihimislocated 2 km to the north of Navagaon village connected by a road which runs parallel to the beach.
This Bene Isragli cemetery is located on the way to Kihim from Navagaon. The cemetery is located to the
west of thisroad at about 1 km from Navagaon koli wadawhich is the centre of Navagaon village..

2.10

Other Significance

C (seh): This cemetery belongs to the Bene Israeli community which many centuries ago migrated here. They
amalgamated with the natives yet retained their own religious and cultural identity. They were predominantly
into the profession of 'oil extraction'. They retained their dietary restrictions and the practices of circumcision
and the observation of the Sabbath on Saturdays (Shanivar). Hence the community is also known asthe
‘shanvaar telis. Although a majority of them have now migrated to Isragl a handful of the families still live
here. The community has made a significant contribution in social, economic and cultural spheres of society.

2.11|Value C(she)
Classification
2.12|Recommended 1B
Grade
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
3.01|Height NA
3.02|No. of Floors NA

Description Problem/Threat Conditiog




3.03|Structural System [Not applicable Not applicable -
3.04|Plinth Not applicable Not applicable -
3.05|Walls None Not applicable -
3.06|Floors Natural ground. Natural ground in the cemetry isundulatingat [Major
many places and wild weeds have grown Repair
alover the natural ground due to lack of
mai ntenance.
3.07|Stairs Not applicable Not applicable -
3.08| Openings Not applicable Not applicable -
3.09|Roof Not applicable Not applicable -
3.10|Articulation None Not applicable -
3.11|Finishes Not applicable Not applicable -
3.12|Furniture Not applicable Not applicable -
3.13|Compound/Fence/ | The cemetery has a compound wall approx. 5 m | The compound wall is dilapidated at many Major
Gate high and constructed in random rubble stone places especially along the road. Repair
masonry.
The plastered gateway isintact and stablein
The cemetery has only one entry which isan condition.
arched gateway known as the Jerusalem gate.
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt |The tomb stones and memorial plaquesinthe |Thetomb stones, plaques are in a state of Major
/ space /out cemetery. neglect. Repair
buildings/
landscape There are afew treesin the cemetery premises. |The trees appear to have grown naturally. No
proper care seems to be taken of the natural
vegetation.
3.15|Lighting Not applicable Not applicable -
3.16|Ventilation Not applicable Not applicable -
3.17 [Electricity Not applicable Not applicable -
3.18|Water Supply Not applicable Not applicable -
3.19|Plumbing & Not applicable Not applicable -
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire None Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security etc)
3.21|Incongruent Form :The original plot boundaries remain protected without any alterations.
Transformation
3.22|Overall The cemetry premisesisin aneglected state.
Maintenance
Status
3.23|Overall Condition [Major Repair

RELEVANT DETAILS

4.01|D P Remarks MMR Landuse: RTZ
4.02|Overall Problems |The cemetery iswithin 500 m from the beach and is under the CRZ.
& Threats
The cemetery islocated on the outskirts of Navagaon and Kihim villages. It isan unsecured property and
possibility of encroachment persists due to appreciation of land value and excessive demand.
The majority of the Bene Israelis have now migrated to Israel and at present the community is represented by
very few people who may not be able to protect the property.
4.03|Additional Notes  [None
4.04 | References
Books/Documents | Gazette reference:

Kolaba District Gazetteer, 1883, Chapter 3, Population.

Notes on the Bene Isragli community
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WebSites

Bene Isradlis of Konkan (aBene Isragli community web site)
Bene Isradlis of India, http://aaronsolomon.tripod.com/Bene.htm
Kolaba District Gazetteer http://www.maharashtra.gov.in/english/gazetteer/K OLABA/places Kihim.html

The Bene Isradl of India: some studies by Benjamin J. Israel, 1984 - 248 pages, Orient Longman
http://books.google.co.in/books? d=dar3Wt2gJM 0C& pg=PA 139& | pg=PA 139& dg=dushmi+panvel & source=
bl&ots=Dq_PIMpp_S& sig=IC9bL dmljeak wNsta31iVDOTTOY & hi=en& ei=f5M OS6i CN4HM7AP15¢)Y BQ
& sa=X & 0i=book_result& ct=result& resnum=2& ved=0CA4Q6A EwA Q#v=0onepage& g=dushmi%20panvel &
f=fase

Israel government official website, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
http://mumbai.mfa.gov.il/mfm/web/main/Print.asp?Document| D=123576

Per sons

None
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067-A-Nevedar Navagaon-01-Bene Israeli Cemetery Plate A

Google Location Map 001 “Jerusalem gate™ Entrance to the cemetery
002 Southern quarter view "A” 003 Southern quarter view "B”
004 Plaque on Jerusalem gate 005 Plaque at the entrance
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067-A-Nevedar Navagaon-01-Bene Israeli Cemetery Plate B

006 Northern quarter and the memorial 007 Memorial 008 Memorial plaque face ‘A’
009 Closer view of a typical tomb with the 010 Memorial plaque with the star of David 011 Closer view of the memorial
information plaque inscription plaque

012 A typical tomb in Southern quarter 013 Tomb stones in Southern quarter
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Record Detailsfor 072-A-Poynad-01-Hessed-El Synagogue

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 |Premise Name 072-A-Poynad-01-Hessed-El Synagogue
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City NA
Ward NA
Village Poynad
I dentification 072 A Poynad 01 Hessed El Synagogue
1.03|Internal Reference |RA-AI-NA-NA-Po-072_A_Poynad_01 Hessed_El_Synagogue
Number
1.04|CSNo Gaothan
1.05|Street Name 1 Internal village street
1.06|Street Name 2 None
1.07|Area/ Locality Poynad gaothan
1.08|Nearby landmark |None
if any
1.09|Pin Code 402108
1.10|Current Owner Community
1.11|Type of Owner Trust
1.12|Type of Occupancy |Owner occupied
1.13|Current Use Worship
1.14|Type of Use Religious
1.15|Age Founded 145 years ago and inaugrated 78 years ago.
1.16|Plot Area (sg.mt) |[Approximately 100 sgm
1.17|Built Up Area Approximately 60 sqm
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Good
building
1.19|Grade 11
1.20|Brief Detail Thisreligious structure is one of the few remaining synagogues of the Bene Isragli community in Alibag
region.
It adheres to traditional regional architecture prevalent in the coastal villages of Alibag. The synagogue
structure also reflects traditional approach towards usage of religious places as community centres. Itisa
single storey structure, rectangular in shape with a pyramidal roof incorporating an entrance verandah to its
east.
1.21|Date of Recording [2010-05-12

HISTORICAL DETAIL

2.01|Builtin Founded in 1866 as per the community website, whereas the present structure inaugurated in 1933 as per the
plaque in the synagogue.
(photo no. 012)

2.02|Extensions/ 1933

M odificationsin

-
N
N




2.03

Extensions
M odifications
Details

The structure was rebuilt

2.04

Earlier Name(s)

Hessed-El Synagogue

2.05

Earlier Use(s)

Worship

2.06

Historical
Significance

The Jews of Indiawaited centuries to build their first synagogues, praying in temporary structures or private
houses. The buildings that were eventually built vary greatly in their scale, style, and visual orientation.

Synagogues used by the Bene Israel Jews who settled in Mumbai, Ahmedabad, and Pune during the late 18th
to early 19th century tend to be smaller compared to those built by the Baghdadi Jews which were grand and
built in various western styles using fine materials and elaborate detail.

Since the Bene Israel Jews were by far the largest of the three groups of Indian Jews, they built the most
synagogues. Thefirst dates from 1796 in Mumbai. This building, Shaar Ha Rahamim, was rebuilt in the
mid-19th century. At one time more than a dozen synagogues existed in this region where these small coastal
communities of Jews lived (Pen, Alibag, Panvel and Mhasala) but today many are closed or marginally
operating due to the much dwindled Jewish population.

Official records show that there are 11 Synagoguesin Mumbai and 15 outside Mumbai (with a majority of
them in Raigad district, especially along the coast).

2.07

Cultural
Significance

Poynad like the rest of Alibag had considerable population of the Bene Isragli community before they
migrated to Israel after the Second World War. Poynad's Bene Israeli community is now represented only
by oneindividual. The community has managed to maintain and keep this synagogue in use. Quiet afew
such synagogues in smaller villages spread within Alibag taluka have now closed.

As compared to the other synagogues of the region the Hessed-El Synagogue may seem insignificant but it
does give arough idea towards the modest population of Bene Isreals Poynad once harboured as compared to
the singular Bene Israeli resident as of today. Although small and apparently insignificant this structure
presents a glimpse of our socio-cultura history.

2.08

Architectural
Significance

The architecture of most Bene Isragl synagoguesisrarely stylistically pure and hence hard to define or label.
A few, particularly those built by the Bene Israel Jews in the coastal Konkan Region of Maharashtra during
the 19th century, are interesting blending of colonial influences, local building traditions, and Jewish
liturgical requirements.

Hessed-El synagogue is similarly constructed in simple traditional coastal architectural style. It isaload
bearing ground floor structure with a sloping roof supported on teakwood framework covered with
Mangaloretiles.

The synagogue is rectangular in shape with a pyramidal roof incorporating an entrance verandah to its east. It
islocated in an undefined square plot measuring approx. 10.0 m x 10.0 m abutting the internal village street
onitswest. (refer photo no. 001, 002, 003)

Theinterior is simple with the dtar wall at the west. (refer photo no. 007, 008)

2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location : 72°59'34.60" E, 18°40'59.67" N

Poynad village is located on the eastern outskirts of Alibag taluka within MMR. It ison the main Pen -
Wadakhal - Alibag road NH 4B, around 19.0 km from Alibag city.

Apart from asmall hillock located on the southern outskirts of the village, the terrain is primarily flat. The
village isfairly large with many dense settlements with sparse patches of natural vegetation. Agricultural
land surrounds the village on all sides.

Paddy cultivation and fishing are the traditional occupation of this village. Now many large and small scale
industries are operational in the surrounding areas which provide an alternate means of livelihood to loca
people. The village population has increased exponentially which has led to redevelopment which is not in
keeping with the traditional architecture and has altered the visual character of the village.

The synagogue is located in the southern sector of Poynad gaothan, 450 m away from the main NH4B
accessed directly from an internal village street. The synagogue is located on a gradually sloping plot amidst
aresidential neighbourhood called 'Chavarkar Ali'

2.10

Other Significance

C (seh): This synagogue belongs to the Bene Israeli community which many centuries ago migrated in these
coastal villages of Maharashtra. They amalgamated with the natives yet retained their own religious and
cultural identity. The community was predominantly into the profession of 'oil extraction'. They retained their
dietary restrictions and the practices of circumcision and the observation of the Sabbath on Saturdays
(Shanivar). Hence the community is also known as the 'shanvaar telis. Although amajority of them have
now migrated to Israel ahandful of the families still live here. The community has made a significant
contribution in social, economic and cultural spheres of society.
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Value
Classification

C(she)

212

Recommended
Grade

172




PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

3.01|Height approximatly 6 m
3.02|No. of Floors Single storey structure
Description Problem/Thr eat Condition
3.03|Structural System |The synagogueis al oad bearing structure The structure isintact and well maintained. Good
constructed in cement plastered brick masonry.
3.04|Plinth The synagogue plinth isin coursed black basalt |The plinth is stable but increase in surrounding |Minor
stone masonry and is 1 m above the street level. |road level is partially covering the plinth, thus  |Repair
(refer photo no. 001, 002 and 004) decreasing its height.
3.05|Walls The synagogue has brick load bearing walls the walls are intact, well painted regularly both |Minor
and piers which are finished with cement plaster |internally and externaly. Repair
and paint
3.06|Floors The entrance verandah and the synagogue have |The flooring has chipped off at few placesand |Minor
the flooring of Shahbad tiles. (refer photo no.  |has aged with time. It lacks regular Repair
007, 008) mai ntenance.
3.07|Stairs None Not applicable -
3.08|Openings The entrance door to the synagogue has a The teakwood doors, windows, ventilatorsare  |Minor
simple teakwood frame, with double lockable |in good condition. Repair
teakwood panel shutters. It isfinished in
paint.(refer photo no. 005).
Windows and ventilators are of similar design
with round wrought iron bars embedded into the
frame acting as security grilles. (refer photo no.
006)
3.09|Roof The synagogue has a simple pyramidal roof The roof framework isin good condition. Minor
supported by ateakwood king post truss and Repair
teakwood framework which is externally
covered with Mangaloretiles. (refer photo no.
009)
3.10|Articulation None Not applicable -
3.11|Finishes Plinth - Exposed basalt stone masonry None Minor
Walls - Cement plastered and painted. Repair
Floor - Shahabad tiles
Doors & windows - TW, painted.
3.12|Furniture Lot of old wooden furniture which includes The furnitureis not properly maintained and is |Minor
benches, chairs, tables etc. haphazardly placed in the synagogue. Repair
3.13|Compound/Fence/ [None Not applicable -
Gate
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt [None Not applicable -
/ space /out
buildings/
landscape
3.15|Lighting Natural, artificia lighting inside structure. The synagogue is both naurally and artificially |Good
well illuminated throughout the day due to the
doors, windows and electric lights.
3.16|Ventilation Natural Though the structure has good natural Minor
ventilation due to the doors and windows, it Repair
lacks any alternative mode of ventilation such
as electric fans.
3.17|Electricity MSEB The structure has bear minimum electrification. |Minor
Repair
3.18|Water Supply None Not applicable -
3.19|Plumbing & None Not applicable -
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire None Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security etc)
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321

I ncongruent
Transformation

Form:Unaltered
Structure : Rebuilt in 1933

3.22|Overall Overal the synagogue is well maintained and in active use.
Maintenance
Status

3.23|Overall Condition |[Good

RELEVANT DETAILS

4.01|D P Remarks MMR Landuse: Urbanisable Zone-U1
4.02|Overall Problems |The synagogue islocated in unsecured premises which isin the heart of Poynad gaothan and may succumb
& Threats under the pressure of redevelopment. Threat of encroachment persists due to excessive demand for land.
The Bene Isragli community is shrinking and may not be able to maintain and protect the property.
4.03|Additional Notes  [None
4.04 |References
Books/Documents | Gazette reference: Kolaba District Gazetteer, 1883, Chapter 3, Population, pg 86.reference of general features
of all synagogues of the area
WebSites Bene Isradlis of India, http://aaronsolomon.tripod.com/Bene.htm
The Bene Israel of India: some studies by Benjamin J. Israel, 1984 - 248 pages, Orient Longman
http://books.google.co.in/books? d=dar3Wt2gJM 0C& pg=PA 139& | pg=PA 139& dg=dushmi+panvel & source=
bl&ots=Dq_PIMpp_S& sig=IC9bL dmljeakK wNsta31iVDOTTOY & hi=en& ei=f5MOS6i CN4HmM7AP15¢ Y BQ
& sa=X & 0i=book_result& ct=result& resnum=2& ved=0CA4Q6A EwA Q#v=0onepage& g=dushmi%20panvel &
f=false
Israel government official website, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
http://mumbai.mfa.gov.il/mfm/web/main/Print.asp?Document| D=123576
Per sons Moses Navgaonkar, alocal Bene Isragli resident of Poynad was interviewed.
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072-A-Poynad-01-Hessed-EL Synagogue Plate A

Google Location Map 001 East entrance view
002 South East View 003 West View
004 Verandah overlooking the street 005 Typical wooden entrance door with 006 Typical wooden window with
double shutter double shutter, ventilator and arched
lintel
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072-A-Poynad-01-Hessed-EL Synagogue Plate B

007 Prayer hall view looking towards the entrance 008 Prayer hall interior view with the teakwood furniture

009 King Post Truss

010 Prayer hall religious plaque 011 Signage above the entrance door 012 Donor’s plaque
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Record Detailsfor 072-A-Poynad-03-Poynad Water Tank

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 |Premise Name 072-A-Poynad-03-Poynad Water Tank
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City NA
Ward NA
Village Poynad
I dentification 072 A Poynad 03 Poynad Water Tank
1.03|Internal Reference |RA-AI-NA-NA-Po-072_A_ Poynad 03 Poynad Tank
Number
1.04|CSNo NA
1.05|Street Name 1 Main road leading through Poynad village
1.06|Street Name 2 None
1.07|Area/ Locality Poynad gaothan
1.08|Nearby landmark |None
if any
1.09|Pin Code 402108
1.10|Current Owner Grampanchayat
1.11|Type of Owner Loca Govt.
1.12|Type of Occupancy |NA
1.13|Current Use Water Tank for domestic and cultural use.
1.14|Type of Use Recreational, religious and domestic
1.15|Age Not known
1.16|Plot Area(sg.mt) |Approx 19600 sg m
1.17|Built Up Area Approx 19600 sqgm
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Minor Repair
building
1.19|Grade IE
1.20|Brief Detail This roughly square shaped natural water body islocated in the heart of Poynad gaothan.
1.21|Date of Recording [2010-05-12
HISTORICAL DETAIL
2.01|Builtin Not known
2.02|Extensions/ Periphery
Modificationsin
2.03|Extensions/ Bund wall added all along its periphery without altering its original form. Recreational areawith precast
Modifications benches have been created on the eastern bank.
Details
2.04|Earlier Name(s) Poynad Tank

2.05

Earlier Use(s)

Religious and cultural water body.
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2.06

Historical
Significance

Raigad district, within and beyond MM R boundaries, has alarge number of water bodies - lakes, ponds,
tanks, wells and step-wells.

It seems that the rainwater and surface water conservation has been atradition of thisregion. This could be
due to low groundwater availability or salinity concernsin the coastal villages and swift run-off during the
monsoon months due to steep terrain. Thistrend of preserving natural water bodies and constructing new
ones seems to have originated during the Peshwa period as part of socio-political responsibilities. Later this
trend continued during the British rule and and almost vanished post-Independence.

Considering the global water shortage and struggles of today, these water bodies needs to be protected and
revived. Thus Poynad Water Tank is an integral part of this water conservation legacy of Raigad district and
an important natural heritage and hence deserves conservation.

2.07

Cultural
Significance

The water bodies were mostly associated with religious and cultural buildings. They were an integral part of
therituals, traditions and folklore. These water bodies were also witnessto social change through history.

Customs and stories make it sacrosanct, thus maintaining a tangible link between the community and the
natural world around it.

These water tanks were created as complementary source to the existing wells supplying fresh water. Most of
these water bodies are natural with green surroundings and support the indigenous flora - fauna. They play an
important role in nature conservation and hence are of socio-cultural importance. They are also one of the
scenic places in villages and have high recreation value through generations.

2.08

Architectural
Significance

During 16th century main occupation of the majority population was farming and these farms were spread
around the main village. The Maratha rulers encouraged digging of wells at their lands and also funded for
creating public water bodies and reservoirs. These were called in Marathi as'Gav Tale'. Examples of such
village lakes and ponds are found in majority of villagesin the Konkan belt.

Poynad water tank is a similar water body located in Poynad gaothan. This natural water body is roughly
sgquare in shape. It admeasures approx. 140 m x 138 m and is about 3 m deep.

The tank embankment is protected by the bund wall. An old circular stone well islocated on its eastern
banks. Recently afew pre-cast benches have been installed on the eastern banks with some recreational space
near the tank.

2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location : 72°59'32.54" E, 18°41'06.52" N

Poynad village is located on the eastern outskirts of Alibag talukawithin MMR. It ison main Pen -
Wadakhal - Alibag road NH 4B, around 19 km from Alibag city.

Apart from asmall hillock located on the southern outskirts of the village the terrain is primarily flat. The
village isfairly large with dense settlements and sparse patches of natural vegetation. Agricultural land
surrounds the village on all sides.

Paddy cultivation and fishing is the traditional occupation of this village. Now many large and small scale
industries have emerged in the surrounding areas which provide an alternate means of livelihood for local
people. The village population has increased exponentially which has led to redevel opment of residences at a
scale which is not sensitive to traditional architecture and has altered the visual character of the village.

The tank islocated in the gaothan and isjust off the main market street. A mix of small residential cum
commercia structures abutsit on its east, north, partially from the south. Agricultural land abutsit on the
other peripheral areas.

2.10

Other Significance

| (sce), Natural Heritage - A natural water body fed with live springs and surrounded by indigenous
vegetation add to the natural beauty of the place creating a distinct waterfront areafor cultural activity and
recreation.

Thetank is an example of traditional water conservation strategy. It isimportant element of service
infrastructure for the community. The natural terrestrial and aquatic flora and fauna provides value additions
to its heritage character. Such waterbodies help conservation of biodiversity in the region.

The water tanks are rain water catchments and help in maintaining the ground water table and recharging of
the village wells. They help in improvement of micro climate of the region and help peripheral agriculture/
horticulture.

2.11|Value I(sce)
Classification

2.12|Recommended IE
Grade

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
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3.01|Height Approx. 3 m deep
3.02|No. of Floors Not applicable
Description Problem/Threat Condition
3.03|Structural System [Thetank has new plastered retaining wall. Thewal isintact. Good
3.04|Plinth Not applicable Not applicable -
3.05\Walls New bund wall has been constructed around the [ The wall isintact. Minor
tank. Repair
3.06|Floors Not applicable Not applicable -
3.07|Stairs Not applicable Not applicable -
3.08|Openings Not applicable Not applicable -
3.09|Roof Not applicable Not applicable -
3.10]Articulation Not applicable Not applicable -
3.11|Finishes The embankment wall is recently plastered. Plaster isintact. Good
3.12|Furniture Not applicable Not applicable -
3.13|Compound/Fence/ |The bund wall acts as aboundary of thetank. | Thewall is maintained regularly. Minor
Gate Repair
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt |Anold well in dressed black basalt stone The stone masonry of the well has weathered  |Minor
/ space /out masonry and recently created seating areawith |over the period. Repair
buildings/ precast benches are located on the eastern bank.
landscape The tank may get filled up in future under the
Thelake is surrounded by natural vegetation. development pressure.
3.15|Lighting None None -
3.16|Ventilation Not applicable Not applicable -
3.17|Electricity None None -
3.18|Water Supply A natural water body fed with live springs and |If not maintained the excessive weed growth Minor
rainwater collected during the rainy season. could kill the water body. The water can get Repair
contaminated due to lack of regular cleaning
and maintenance.
The water can get contaminated due to lack of
regular cleaning and maintenance..
3.19|Plumbing & Not applicable Not applicable -
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire Not applicable Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security etc)
3.21|Incongruent A bund wall has been added all along its periphery. Seating area has been created using pre-cast benches on
Transformation the eastern bank.
3.22|Overall The Thetank and its surroundings are fairly maintained.
Maintenance
Status
3.23|Overall Condition |Minor Repair

RELEVANT DETAILS

4.01|D P Remarks MMR Landuse: Urbanisable Zone-U1
4.02|Overall Problems |Unsecured premises. Since the tank islocated in the heart of the gaothan redevelopment pressure on it is high
& Threats and possibility of encroachment persists.
Thetank isregularly used for cleaning (washing clothes, vehicles, etc) and religious activities (Idol
immersion) which pollute the tank and harm its aguatic and surrounding terrestrial ecosystems.
4.03|Additional Notes  |Large number of the villages listed in the MMR Alibag region for this heritage survey have fresh water
bodies. Most of them are natural with green periphery forming an integral part of the rural ecosystem.
4.04 |References
Books/Documents |Gazette reference:
Kolaba District Gazetteer, 1883, Chapter XI11, Sub Divisions, pg 240, 241, Alibag, Water sources
WebSites None
Persons None
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072-A-Poynad-03-Poynad Water Tank Plate A

Google Location Map 001 Black basalt stone well in the vicinity of the tank

002 Panoramic View of the tank

ENVIRODESIGNERS PVT. LTD. 180



Record Detailsfor 078-A-Rewas-02-Rewas M angr oves

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 |Premise Name 078-A-Rewas-02-Rewas Mangroves
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City NA
Ward NA
Village Rewas
I dentification 078 A Rewas 02 Rewas Mangroves
1.03|Internal Reference |RA-AI-NA-NA-Re-078 A Rewas 02 _Rewas Mangroves
Number
1.04|CSNo NA
1.05[Street Name 1 NA
1.06|Street Name 2 NA
1.07|Area/ Locality Between the foothills of the Kankeshwar range of hills on its west and the Rewas mangroves on its east near
the mouth of the Ambariver.
1.08|Nearby landmark |Rewas jetty
if any
1.09(Pin Code 402201
1.10|Current Owner Government-Collector, Raigad District, Forest Department
1.11|Type of Owner State Govt.
1.12|Type of Occupancy |not occupied
1.13|Current Use Natural element, Ecology
1.14|Type of Use -
1.15|Age NA
1.16|Plot Area(sg.mt) |60 sgkm
1.17(Built Up Area NA
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Minor Repair
building
1.19|Grade IE
1.20(Brief Detail Thisisalarge contigious belt of mangroves at the mouth of the Amba river within the region of Pen, Uran
and Alibag.
The mangroves as a part of the esturine ecosystem shelter marine and freshwater fauna, resident and
migratory water birds and protect the banks from soil erosion.
1.21|Date of Recording [2009-11-13

HISTORICAL DETAIL

2.01|Builtin Natural ecosystem evoloving over many years.
2.02|Extensiond/ Form

M odificationsin
2.03|Extensions/ Degradation due to increased activities in the creek

M odifications
Details
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2.04

Earlier Name(s)

Rewas mangroves

2.05

Earlier Use(s)

Natural element

2.06

Historical
Significance

Mangrove forests have evolved as unique esturine ecosystem over thousands of year. The mangrove
ecosystems have protected and conserved unique marine and freshwater aquatic fauna. They have conserved
the creek / river banks from erosion, protected adjoining terrestrial regions from salination. They have
provided shelter to resident and migratory birds. Rewas Mangroves are ancient and have survived (though
shrunk) in spite of development pressuresin theregion. The ecosystem has helped the livelihood of the local
people from the surrounding region.

207

Cultural
Significance

The large contiguous mangrove forests / estuarine ecosystem isrich in biodiversity. Thislarge forest protects
the land edge and purifies water and air. Mangrove ecosystems have tremendous aesthetic value and are
places for multiple passive users.

2.08

Architectural
Significance

Rewas mangroves are a part of large delta of the rivers Amba, Bhogeshwari, Patalganga, Karanja. Thisisa
large contiguous estuarine ecosystem. Mangroves play an important ecological role as atransitory stage
between the ocean and freshwater rivers. They support unique biodiversity comprising marine, freshwater
aquatic and terrestrial organisms. They attract migratory birds during winter months and provide shelter for
nesting birds. Mangroves provide buffer and protect the land edges from erosion due to large waves etc.

2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location : 72°56'54.51" E, 18°48'26.26" N

Rewasisasmall village located along the coast on the north eastern fringes of the MMR Alibag region. Itis
off the main Pen - Wadakhal - Alibag road NH 4B by 9.5 kms via Karle khind.

Geographically located between the foothills of the Kankeshwar range of hills on its west and the Rewas
mangroves on its east near the mouth of the Ambariver. Theterrain is primarily flat with agricultural land on
its north and south and marshy land on its east. The traditional occupation of its residentsis agriculture and
fishing.

A calm unhurried lifestyle remains a marked character of thisvillage. Being in arelatively remote location of
Alibag taluka it does not attract tourists or city dwellers. However the village population has increased
exponentially which has led to redevelopment of residences at a scale which is not sensitive to traditional
architecture and may change the visual character of the village over aperiod of time.

The mangroves lie at the mouth of various rivers draining into the Karanja creek. These rivers are Amba,
Bhogeshwari, Patalganga and Karanja.

The mangroves on the western banks of Ambariver cover an area of 28 sg. km. from the Rewas jetty to the
village Mankule. The eastern bank of Amba covers an area of approximately 8 Sq Km where it also meetsthe
Bhogeshwari river. Thisareafalsin the Pen MMR and is a part of Vithalwadi and Mothebhal village on the
northwest.

Another large patch of mangrovesislocated at the mouth of Patalgangariver and covers an area of
approximately 10 sq km. It isapart of theisland village of Dadar located in Pen MMR.

The mangroves located to the west of village Aware of the Uran MMR cover an area of 14 Sq Km. Located
to the west of Aware village they are part of land between the Karanja creek and the Patalgangariver.

2.10

Other Significance

| (sce); Natura heritage

Thisisalarge contigious belt of mangroves at the mouth of the Amba river within the region of Pen, Uran
and Alibag. Itsis ecologically and environmentally important wetland habitat considering the surrounding
urban development. Thisregion has a high potential for ecotourism.

2.11|Value I(sce)

Classification
2.12|Recommended IE

Grade

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
3.01|Height NA
3.02|No. of Floors NA
Description Problem/Threat Condition

3.03|Structural System [Not applicable Not applicable -
3.04|Plinth Not applicable Not applicable -
3.05|Walls Not applicable Not applicable -
3.06|Floors Flat marshland None -
3.07|Stairs Not applicable Not applicable - 182




3.08|Openings Not applicable Not applicable
3.09|Roof Not applicable Not applicable
3.10|Articulation Not applicable Not applicable
3.11|Finishes Not applicable Not applicable
3.12|Furniture Not applicable Not applicable
3.13|Compound/Fence/ [Not applicable Not applicable
Gate
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt |[Not applicable Not applicable
/ space /out
buildings/
landscape
3.15|Lighting Not applicable Not applicable
3.16|Ventilation Not applicable Not applicable
3.17|Electricity Not applicable Not applicable
3.18|Water Supply Not applicable Not applicable
3.19|Plumbing & Not applicable Not applicable
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire Not applicable Not applicable
protection, HVAC,
Security etc)
3.21|Incongruent Form :Degradation due to increased activities in the creek.
Transformation
3.22|Overall This wetland habitat is fairly maintained.
Maintenance
Status Degradation due to increased activitiesin the creek
3.23|Overall Condition [Minor Repair

RELEVANT DETAILS

4.01|D P Remarks MMR Landuse: Coastal Wetland and / RTZ
4.02|Overall Problems |Protected due to CRZ rules.
& Threats
The mangrove forests which are unique natural heritage are severely affected due to large scal e devel opment
in the region, massive reclamation and pollution.
4.03|Additional Notes  |None
4.04 |References
Books/Documents |Gazette reference: Kolaba District Gazetteer, 1883, Chapter |, Description, Rivers, pg 6to 11
References on rivers of the region and surrounding area and course
WebSites None
Per sons None
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078-A-Rewas-02-Rewas Mangroves Plate A

Google Location Map 001 Mangroves around Rewas Jetty
002 Mangroves at North of Rewas Jetty 003 Mangroves at South of Rewas Jetty
ENVIRODESIGNERS PVT. LTD. 1
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Record Detailsfor 080-A-Sagar gad-01-Sagar gad

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 |Premise Name 080-A-Sagargad-01-Sagargad
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City NA
Ward NA
Village In the vicinity of Khandale and Vadavali villages
I dentification 080 A Sagargad 01 Sagargad
1.03(Internal Reference |RA-AI-NA-NA-vi-080_A_Sagargad 01_Sagargad
Number
1.04|CSNo 25,26
1.05|Street Name 1 Trek route from Khandale village at the foothills of Sagargad fort.
1.06|Street Name 2 Trek route from Vaghede village and Bail khind.
1.07|Area/ Locality approx. 10 km east of Alibag city and west of Dharamtar.
1.08|Nearby landmark |NA
if any
1.09|Pin Code 402201
1.10|Current Owner ASlI, Aurangabad circle
1.11|Type of Owner State Govt.
1.12|Type of Occupancy |not occupied
1.13|Current Use Historical landmark, trekking and tourist destination
1.14|Type of Use Mixed
1.15|Age Approximately 250 years
1.16|Plot Area (sg.mt) |Approximately 14 hectacres
1.17(Built Up Area NA
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Ruin
building
1.19|Grade I
1.20|Brief Detail Sagargad also known as Khed durg liesin Alibag Region. The fort was a prominent hill fort since the
medieval times guarding major towns and ports such as Alibag and Dharamtar on the Konkan coastline.
Thisfortiseasily identified by Vanartok pinnacle which stands adjacent to the fort.
It is one of the many forts built to guard the ancient trade routes connecting the ports like Dharamtar to the
hinterlands.
1.21|Date of Recording |2010-05-30

HISTORICAL DETAIL

2.01|Built in It was built between 1757 to 1760.
2.02|Extensions/ NA
M odificationsin
2.03|Extensiond NA
M odifications
Details 185




2.04

Earlier Name(s)

Sagargad or Khed durg

2.05

Earlier Use(s)

Hill fort

2.06

Historical
Significance

Not much is known about the history of thisfort except that it was one of those given by Chatrapati Shivaji to
the Mughals under the treaty of Purandar. Sagargad was perhaps never a place of conseguence except under
the Angres. In 1713 it was one of the sixteen fortified posts that were given to Kanhoji Angre by Peshwa
Balgji Visvanath and in 1740 Sambhaji Angreis said to have taken Sagargad from his half-brother Manaji.

The hill forts of Sahyadri are good examples of defence architecture. These forts are historically important as
they formed a network of check posts along the ancient trade routes connecting Konkan and Desh and also

North India. Further with changing political patrons, these hills were fortified and converted into forts which
represented the power of various ruling dynasties from Satvahans, Deccan sultanates to Marathas and British.

Sagargad is one of the many forts built to guard the ancient trade routes connecting the ports like Dharamtar
to the hinterlands.
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Cultural
Significance

These hill tops of strategic locations and peculiar natural rock formations are unique geological features and
hence important natural history sites along with the supporting natural forests.

Thishill fort is centrally located in the Alibag taluka and has good natural vistas over the surrounding region.
It has immense potential for ecotourism.

2.08

Architectural
Significance

Sagargad liesin the Alibag Region. It can be seen from the Alibag - Pen road and isidentified by Vanartok
pinnacle which stands adjacent to the fort. The way to the Sagargad hills from Alibag lies northeast along the
Dharamtar high road to Khandale village. From Khandala a track runs southeast up the valley of the
Dhondane river through dense forest. (Photo no.006, 007). The valley ends eastward in a horse-shoe curve.
At the head of the valley and to the right of the spur thereis a sheer cliff, over which the Dhondane river
dashes in lofty but slender waterfall in the rainy season. (Photo no.004).The path winds up an easy ascent, to
the brow of the spur, leading to the north of a Mahadev Mandir (photo no.012). From here the path continues
with a considerable upwards slope. The hill top is bare, except afew scattered trees and patches of shrubs.
After about another 500 m Sagargad fort lies opposite on its nearly isolated spur at 400 m height and about
800 m long and 200 m broad. In-between lies the deep richly wooded ravine of Andarjod. Across the ravine
the sheer cliffs rise high which form the west and south faces of Sagargad fort. Towards the northwest, the
steep earthen slopes are protected by a double line of fortification wall. Within the inner walls rises the
rounded hill top, a house in the centre, the old citadel further to the south and at the end of the spur a bluff
cliff. In front there is a high isolated rock ending in the sharp-cut pinnacle known as the Vanar Tok . (Photo
no.002).

To the left of the foot track is the Saticha mal where many square or round topped pillar shaped tombs are
scattered over the hillside, some of them in the centre of rough masonry plinths. Some are ornamented with a
pair of feet or have aniche in the east face with two small rude figures. (photo n0.019). Beyond the Seti
tombs, the path leads to the north, round the head of the Andarjod ravine, with a panoramic view across the
rich rice plain of the bare Chaul range, the windings of Roha creek and the Roha hills.

On the left of the very narrow neck joining the main Sagargad range, is the Gangir ravine and beyond it the
view of Dharamtar rice fields, the salt swamps, the Nagothana creek, Karanja island, the mountain ranges of
Matheran, Prabalgad and the distant Sahyadri hills. From the crest of this narrow pass the path winds east and
then southeast up the steep ascent to the main gate. The gateway faces the north and is protected by two
strong bastions and a line of embattled walls which stretch east along the northeast of the scarp. The last part
of the approach is up a stone paved steep rise in front of the gateway (photo no.013). The masonry of the gate
isof blocks of partly dressed stone, some of them of rough red laterite, others of smooth black trap, laid
together without mortar. The line of the outer wall runs south to the north end of the western cliff. It then
passes northeast and strengthened by two bastions runs north along the upper brow of the hill till it meets the
wall to the east of the entrance gate. Inside of the inner gate the path passes to the gate of the citadel in the
southeast. Except on the west the citadel is surrounded by a rough masonry wall about 4 m high strengthened
by five Bastions. It encloses a space about 70 m from north to south and 35 m from east to west. In the west
of the enclosure is a one-storied house. Beyond the citadel on the left isasmall round pond and in front a
little shrine with a degpmaal, and a small building said to be an old powder magazine. To the east isa small
ruined chamber, probably a prison, and near the chamber awatch tower. There are ruins of Hindu shrines and
aMusdlim tomb. Of the four Hindu shrines, two of Ganapati and Munjoba are to the west, and two of
Kherjabai and Veta are on the southwest. The Fort has water supply in the form of three cisterns, two rock-
cut and one built.
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2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location: 72°57'33.92" E, 18°39'23.73" N

Sagargad fort approx. 10 km east of Alibag city and west of Dharamtar is afortified hill region about 450 m

above MSL.

Theterrain at itsfoothillsis primarily flat consisting of numerous wadis and farm lands. Villages like
Khandale, Vadavali etc are located in the vicinity of the foothills. The traditional occupation of the residents
in these villagesisfarming. Theregion is green with natural vegetation and farm lands. A calm unhurried
lifestyle remains a marked character of the villagesin this region.

The spur on which Sagargad fort is built holds a central position in the range of hills that forms the backdrop
of Alibag taluka. On the east, south, and north it rises steeply from the forests and fileds below. To the
northwest and west beyond a narrow neck, it has abare hill top. Its height and its nearness to the sea make it
pleasantly cool. There are two main routes to Sagargad fort, from the east and from the west, and two hill-
tracks, one from the southwest up the Andarjod ravine to the narrow neck that joins the fort spur and the
other from the village of Vadavali in the southeast to the eastern wall of the fort. The road from Dharamtar
and Poynad on the east passes through the villages of Ambepur and Vagholi across the slopes of outlying
spurs, up the steep, wild, and woody Gangir ravine.

2.10

Other Significance

A (his) - One of many forts built to guard the ancient trade routes connecting the ports like Dharamtar to the
hinterlands. Unique example of defence architecture.

I(sce) - The fort provides a scenic view of the
surrounding region.

Natural Heritage - Natural forestsin the valley and unique geological features.

2.11|Value A(his),l(sce)
Classification
2.12|Recommended I
Grade
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
3.01|Height Approximately 450 m above MSL.
3.02|No. of Floors NA
Description Problem/Threat Condition
3.03|Structural System |Thefort walls are load bearing and constructed | The stone masonry Ruin
in roughly dressed black basalt stone masonry. |has weathered over the period. Formation of
At few places Laterite stone also is used. algae and moss can be observed on the ruined
walls. The walls are covered with Ficus plants
and other
vegetation growth.
3.04|Plinth Stone plinths for various structures on the fort | The stone plinths are mostly in ruins and Ruin
heavily covered
by vegetation and Ficus plant growth.
3.05\Walls The walls are are constructed in randomly Aqging, peeling of Ruin
coursed, roughly dressed black basalt stone and |surface layer, moss formation, heavy salt
|aterite stone formation has deteriorated the walls
masonry. The stone sizesvary in sizes. considerably. At many places the stones have
dislodged due to dense Ficus plants and other
vegetation growth.
3.06|Floors Stone paving and natural rocky terrain Only traces of stone paving arevisible. It is Ruin
mostly covered with earth or vegetation.
3.07|Stairs Stone steps leading to the main fort. These stone steps have weathered considerably. [Ruin
3.08| Openings Not applicable. Not applicable. -
3.09|Roof No traces of any roofs of the ruined Not applicable. Ruin
structures.
3.10|Articulation None Not applicable. -
3.11|Finishes Roughly dressed and undressed stone masonry | Stone walls have weathered considerably. Ruin
walls.
3.12|Furniture Not applicable Not applicable -
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3.13|Compound/Fence/ |Ruined fortification wall defines the boundaries | The entrance gateway and fort wallsaretotally |Ruin
Gate of thefort. dilapidated due to Ficus plant growth,
weathering and dislodging of the stones.
The main north facing entrance gateway has a
stone arch and is protected by two strong
bastions.
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt |Ruins of walls and plinths of houses,storage These ruins are scattered all over the fort. Ruin
/ space /out units etc.
buildings/
landscape
3.15|Lighting Natural Not applicable -
3.16|Ventilation Natural Not applicable -
3.17|Electricity None Not applicable -
3.18|Water Supply The Fort has water supply in the form of three | The water gets stagnant and contaminated due |Ruin
cisterns, two rock-cut and one built. to lack of
maintenance and non-usage.
3.19|Plumbing & None Not applicable -
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire None Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security €etc)
3.21|Incongruent Not applicable
Transformation
3.22|Overall Thefortisin aruined condition.
Maintenance
Status
3.23|Overall Condition [Ruin

RELEVANT DETAILS

4.01|{D P Remarks MMR Landuse: Forest zone
4.02|Overall Problems |Unsecured premises (located on the boundary of MMR  Alibag)
& Threats
The neglect and lack of maintenance will destroy this historic and natural heritage. The important antique
features, including old canons may be lost due to vandalism.
4.03|Additional Notes  |None
4.04 |References
Books/Documents |Gazette reference: Kolaba District Gazetteer
Maharashtra Darshan, GN Dandekar
Ek Divsachya Sahili-PK Ghanekar
WebSites http://www.maharashtra.gov.in/english/gazetteer/ K OLABA/places Forts.html
http://www.maharashtra.gov.in/english/gazetteer/K OLABA/places_Sagargad.html
Tourist details of Alibaug: http://aroundalibag.com/
Persons None
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080-A-Sagargad-01-Sagargad Plate A

Google location map 001 Sagargad distant view

002 Vanartok- The pinnacle 003 View of Arabian sea from the fort

004 Dhondane waterfall 005 Closer view of pinnacles Takmak tok and Vanartok
006 Ravines around the fort 007 Dense forest surrounding Sagargad
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080-A-Sagargad-01-Sagargad Plate B

008 Ruined bastion and the fortification of the citadel on the fort 009 Detail of the stone arched window
010 Ruins of Shiv Mandir 011 Virgal (Hero stones)
012 Mahadev Mandir 013 Stone arched entrance gateway
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080-A-Sagargad-01-Sagargad Plate C

014 Ruins of the stone plinths 015 Ruins of the water reservoir

016 Water cisterns 017 Ruined bastion and the fortification
018 Ruined plinths along the fort periphery 019 Sati tombs

020 Gomukh 021 Nandi idol
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Record Details for 082-A-Sasavane-01- Sculptor V. P. Karmarkar's House and

Museum
BASIC DETAIL

1.1 |Premise Name 082-A-Sasavane-01- Sculptor V. P. Karmarkar's House and Museum
1.2 |District Raigad

Tehshil Alibag

City NA

Ward NA

Village Sasavane

I dentification 082 A Sasavane 01 Sculptor V P Karmarkars House and Museum
1.03|Internal Reference |RA-AI-NA-NA-Sa-082 A Sasavane 01 V P Karmarkars House

Number
1.04|CSNo 184
1.05|Street Name 1 From avillage street running parallel to Sasavane beach.
1.06|Street Name 2 Another village street running parallel to the Sasavane beach.
1.07|Area/ Locality near Sasavane Koliwada
1.08|Nearby landmark |NA

if any
1.09|Pin Code 402206
1.10|Current Owner
1.11|Type of Owner Private
1.12|Type of Occupancy |Owner occupied
1.13|Current Use Residential house and museum.
1.14|Type of Use Residential
1.15|Aqge 44 years
1.16|Plot Area(sg.mt) |Approximately 3000 sgm
1.17|Built Up Area Approximately 150 sgm

(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Good

building
1.19|Grade 1B
1.20|Brief Detail This house was home / studio to the renowned sculptor, late Shri V. P. Karmarkar. The building isasimple

G+1 load bearing structure with a sloping roof, influenced by art-deco style of architecture.

1.21|Date of Recording [2009-11-13

HISTORICAL DETAIL

2.01|Built in The house was built in 1967.
Formal scul pture Museum was opened in 1986
2.02|Extensionsd/ NA
M odificationsin
2.03|Extensionsd/ NA

M odifications
Details
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2.04

Earlier Name(s)

Sculptor V. P. Karmarkar's House and Studio

2.05

Earlier Use(s)

Residential house and studio

2.06

Historical
Significance

The house is of historical significance in Sasavne village dueto itsrelation to V.P.Karmarkar.

This Art-Deco structure is one of itskind. Its presence in a coastal village like Sasavane is a significant
phenomenon. Art-Deco style was mainly popular in urban areas such as Fort areain Mumbai. Hence,
Karmarkar House is an example of influence of urban trends in rural areas during the mid 20th century.

2.07

Cultural
Significance

This house studio is now famous for its scul pture museum.

Shri Karmarkar predominantly sculpted life sized human scul ptures ranging from famous personalities to
humble locals. It isthe powerful simplicity of these sculptures which gives a very different dimension to this
otherwise simple house.

The house is now acultural landmark of Sasavane village.

2.08

Architectural
Significance

This house was home / studio to the renowned sculptor, late Shri V. P. Karmarkar. The building isasimple
G+1 load bearing structure with a sloping roof, influenced by art-deco style of architecture. Its plinth
measures approx 15 m x 10 m. The whole wadi measures approximately 100 m x 30 m.

The house is formed of three bays, the central being the largest and two smaller ones on its either side. The
central bay acts as the living room on the ground floor and the studio / museum is on the upper floor. The
narrow bay on the west acts as a service area with kitchen, dining etc. The narrow bay on the east acts as an
enclosed entrance lobby on the ground floor with two projecting bays on either side. The formal entrance to
the building is from thislobby. A continuous veranda on the upper floor acts as an eastern outdoor extension
to the studio / museum. (refer photo no. 003, 004, 005). It measures approx. 2 m wide x 12 min length. An
open wooden staircase located on the southeastern side leads the visitor from the secondary entrance on
ground floor to the veranda and museum above.

The studio / museum is centrally placed and measures about 8 m x 6 m. The roof ridge line runs along the
length of the studio and has a gable end at its north. The high ceiling is lined with wooden boarding from
within, supported by wooden King post trusses. A part of the gable ended sloping roof is covered with glass
tiles. There are large wooden pivoted windows with frosted glass panes, located centrally on the northern
wall of the studio. This provides abundant diffused natural light to the studio and display area. (photo no.
014, 016)

The house has austere detailing like cornice at the floor level, verandarailingsin jalli, projected window sills,
etc. Two projecting bay windows symmetrically placed on either side of the entrance create interest on the
frontage.

2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location : 72°52'00.53" E, 18°47'02.71" N

Sasavaneisatypical coastal village located 20 km to the north of Alibag on the Alibag - Mandwaroad. Itis
off the main Pen - Wadakhal - Alibag road NH 4B by 15 km from / via Karle khind and Kihim.

Theterrain is primarily flat consisting of numerous wadis. The traditiona occupation of itsresidentsis
horticulture and fishing. The region is green with natural vegetation and plantations of coconut, betelnut and
mango trees. A cam unhurried lifestyle remains amarked character of this picturesgue village which attracts
many tourists.

A large number of seaside properties are now owned by the non-residents - from Mumbai and other cities.
Large population is moving towards tourism as occupation, thus adding to the floating popul ation especially
on weekends and holidays. This shift has affected the townscape and its scale due to unplanned infrastructure
and built development which is not sensitive to traditional architecture and may change the visual character
of the village over a period of time.

Shri Karmarkar's houseis located in its own wadi near Sasavane Koli wada amidst other smaller wadi's and
residential bungalow plots. It has an eastern main entrance from athe village street which runs parallel to
Sasavane beach. Sasavane's primary school islocated across this street and has also been listed as a part of
this survey.

2.10

Other Significance

C (seh) Shri Karmarkar's work is a fine confluence of European works of art and scul pture with Indian
subjects. His work marks the merger of two different cultures.

D (bio) Renowned sculptor Shri V P Karmarkar's house / studio / museum

2.11|Value C(she),D(bio)
Classification
2.12|Recommended 1B
Grade
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PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

3.01

Height

Approximately 10 m

3.02

No. of Floors

Ground + 1 Upper storey

Description

Problem/Threat

Condition

3.03

Structural System

The building isasimple G+1 load bearing
structure with a sloping roof, influenced by art-
deco style of architecture. Its plinth measures
approx 15.0m x 10.0m.

The building iswell maintained and in astable
condition.

Excellent

3.04

Plinth

Theentire plot isisflat and raised about+1m
above road level. The building plinth is about
+0.30 m aboveitsfinished ground level and is
in finely dressed black basalt stone masonry
with a plinth band in plaster (photo no.003)

The stone plinth and the top edge moulding is
intact.

Good

3.05

Walls

The load bearing walls of the building arein
brick masonry with lime mortar, finished with
smooth lime plaster both externally and
internally. The building has austere detailing on
itswalls. A cornice band in plaster runs all
along the building periphery at the first floor
slab level. The window sills have simple
protruding bands.

The verandah adjoining the studio has plastered
brick piers supporting the wooden frame above.
A finely moulded RCC jali connectsthe RCC
handrail between the piers.

The walls are well plastered and painted both
externally and internally.

Good

3.06

Floors

The ground floor & first floor has I PS finished
flooring in terra cotta colour.

The flooring at both the ground and first floor is
fairly maintained. At many places where the

IPS finish has been damaged, it has been
repaired in patches with grey cement. This can
affect the durability of the flooring.

Minor
Repair

3.07

Stairs

An open well teakwood staircase leads the
visitors to the studio / museum. The treads and
risers have simple mouldings. The staircase
railing is square wooden balustrade with smple
decoration at the base and handrail The handrail
is continuous with a moulded base and rounded
top. Finely carved wooden newel posts of two
distinct designs mark the ends of the staircase
railings. (photo no. 009. 010)

The teakwood staircase is structurally stable and
well maintained.

Good

3.08

Openings

The entire house has a series of doors and
windows with ventilators to facilitate natural
light and ventilation. All of them arein
teakwood.

Doors have double Teak Woold panelled
shutters. All the doors have horizontal top hung
ventilators above them with three square panes
in tranducent glass. The ventilators have
vertical MSbarsfor security embedded in the
frame. (photo no. 012)

Windows are similar to doors in proportion and
design. All the windows and their ventilators
have vertical M S bars embedded in the frame
for security. (photo no. 013)

The studio / museum'’s northern wall has four
large vertically pivoted windows in teakwood
with translucent glass panes.

The teakwood doors ,windows, ventilators are
structurally in good condition.

Good

3.09

Roof

The building has a sloping gable roof of
teakwood frame on King Post trusses and
covered on top with Mangalore tiles. The roof
has wooden boarding from inside. (photo no.
015)

A doping RCC chajja protects the main
entrance door.

Glassroofing tiles have been provided in the
roof exactly above the northern windows which
alows natural light in the studio throughout the
day.

Roof of the house isin stable condition.

Good
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3.10|Articulation The house has austere detailing like corniceat | Due to proper regular maintenance all the Good
thefloor level, verandarailingsin jali, articulation features are still intact.
projected window sills, etc. Two projecting bay
windows symmetrically placed on either side of
the entrance create an inviting facade.
3.11|Finishes All the walls are finished with smooth lime Dueto regular painting of the walls, roof Good
plaster on both sides and maintained well by a |boardings, trusses, wooden staircase windows
regular coat of paint. Even the wooden parts of |and doors,they arein agood condition.
the doors, windows, ventilators, staircase
railings, roof boarding, and trusses are well The wooden staircase may have been originally
maintained by regular painting. polished. But now is painted.
3.12|Furniture Traditional furniture such as solid wood bed, The furnitureisin good state and regularly Good
wooden resting chair (aaram khurchi used by V. |painted or polished.
P. Karmarkar), devara, Dining table etc are
preserved by the owners of the House.
The walls at some places such as the kitchen
and staircase |obby, have inbuilt cupboards for
storage which are enclosed by teak wood
panelled shutters. The storage placein the
staircase |obby intricately carved wooden
shutters with wooden and glass panels.
The sculpturesin the first floor studio are
placed over specially designed wooden
pedestals.
3.13|Compound/Fence/ |Thewadi has alow compound wall about 1.0 m | The compound is in stable condition. Good
Gate high in random rubble masonry finished with a
coping band. A hedge provides avisual screen
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt |The open spaces also serve as an outdoor The sculptures are well preserved and regularly |-
/ space /out exhibition area. Sculptures sculpted by V. P. painted. But gradually the intricacy and
buildings/ Karmarkar are displayed within the building detailing of the sculptures could be hidden in
landscape and also in the open spaces around the the multiple layers of paint applied.
building.(photo no. 006, 015, 016, 017, 018,
019, 020, 021, 022)
3.15|Lighting Natural and Artificial None Good
3.16|Ventilation Natural and mechanical None Good
3.17|Electricity MSEB None Good
3.18|Water Supply Weéll in the house premises. None Good
Water supply from the grampanchayat.
3.19|Plumbing & Provided None Good
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire None Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security etc)
3.21|Incongruent Form: None, original state retained

Transformation

Structure: None, original state retained

3.22|Overall Overal the house is maintained in agood state.
Maintenance
Status

3.23|Overall Condition |Good

RELEVANT DETAILS

4.01|{D P Remarks MMR Landuse: RTZ
4,02|Overall Problems |The structure is within 500 m from the beach and thus comes under the CRZ
& Threats
4.03|Additional Notes  |None
4.04 |References
Books/Documents |Information Brochure of Sculptor V.P. Karmarkar house and museum.- Alpa Parichay
WebSites None
Persons Mrs. Karmarkar (\V.P. Karmarkar's daughter in law )
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082-A-Sasavane-01-Sculptor V. P. Karmarkar’ s House and Museum Plate A

Google Location Map 001 View of Karmarkar house from the street
002 Street View 1 003 Eastern entrance view of the museum premises
004 East view 005 North East corner the bay window
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082-A-Sasavane-01-Sculptor V. P. Karmarkar’ s House and Museum Plate B

006 Verandah outside the studio with 007 First floor verandah overlooking the 008 Studio sculpture display on the
sculptures display at the first floor entrance first floor

009 Internal staircase with the wooden railing, 010 Wooden staircase well railing 011 Verandah railing at the first
handrail and the ornate newel post floor

012 Typical wooden entrance door with 013 Bay windows 014 Typical glazed studio window
double shutter opening
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082-A-Sasavane-01-Sculptor V. P. Karmarkar’ s House and Museum Plate C

015 Sculpture display in the first floor studio covered by the sloping roof supported 016 Glazed windows and skylight in the roof
with typical wooden king post trusses for studio at the first floor

017 Sculpture of Mahatma Gandhi 018 Shri Karmarkar’s painted portrait 019 ‘Shepherd boy’ sculpture near
the staircase

020 Outdoor Sculpture of a buffalo in the 021 Sculpture of rural children 022 Sculpture of Chatrapati Shivaji
house premises Maharaj
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Record Detailsfor 082-A-Sasavane-05-Primary School

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 |Premise Name 082-A-Sasavane-05-Primary School
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City NA
Ward NA
Village Sasavane
I dentification 082 A Sasavane 05 Primary School
1.03|Internal Reference |RA-AI-NA-NA-Sa-082 A Sasavane 05 Primary_School
Number
1.04|CSNo N/A
1.05|Street Name 1 From avillage street running parallel to Sasavane beach
1.06|Street Name 2 NA
1.07|Area/ Locality near Sasavane Koli wada
1.08|Nearby landmark |None
if any
1.09|Pin Code 402206
1.10|Current Owner Zilla Parishad
1.11|Type of Owner State Govt.
1.12|Type of Occupancy |Owner occupied
1.13|Current Use Primary School
1.14|Type of Use Institutional
1.15|Age 143 years
1.16|Plot Area (sg.mt) |Approximately 6000 sqm
1.17(Built Up Area 105sgm
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Good
building
1.19|Grade 11
1.20|Brief Detail The building is asimple rectangular ground floor structure, with linearly arranged classrooms sharing a
common veranda.
The school is an exaple of structures constructed to be used as educational institutions in the rural areas of
Raigad as part of the education policy implemented by the British in mid-19th century.
1.21|Date of Recording [2009-11-13

HISTORICAL DETAIL

2.01|Builtin The Primary School was built in 1868.

2.02|Extensions/ Approximately in the 20th century
Modificationsin

2.03|Extensions/ A few ancillary structures have been added within the site.
Modifications
Details
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2.04|Earlier Name(s) Sasavane Zilla Parishad Primary School
2.05|Earlier Use(s) Primary School
2.06|Historical The 'Woods Despatch of 1854' defined the education policy for the Indian subcontinent. As defined in the
Significance despatch ;1t rejected the filtration theory' and laid stress on mass education, female education and
improvement of vernaculars, favoured secularism in education.
Asafollow up on this policy a number of primary schools were established in the region. The school at
Sasavane was established in 1868 was part of this education policy.
2.07|Cultural The building is an exapled of structures constructed to be used as educational institutions in the rural areas of
Significance Raigad. These structures have been maintained well till date in their original character and are till in use as
educational centres. Hence they need to be preserved for their socio-cultural importance.
2.08|Architectural The building is asimple rectangular ground floor structure which adheres to the traditional regional domestic
Significance architecture. The building measures approximately 7 m x 15 m in plan with the veranda placed along the
south.The longer dimension is aong the east west axis and runs perpendicular to the road.
The planis simple, functional and the design merges with the surrounding landscape and architecture. (photo
no. 001, 002, 003)
A series of classroomsis arranged linearly and connected externally by a continuous verandah.
2.09| Townscape Location : 72°51'59.67" E, 18°47'02.96" N
Significance
Sasavaneisatypical coastal village located 20 kms to the north of Alibag, on Alibag - Mandwaroad. It is off
the main Pen - Wadakhal - Alibag road NH 4B by 15 km from / via Karle khind and Kihim.
Theterrain is primarily flat consisting of numerous wadis. The traditiona occupation of itsresidentsis
horticulture and fishing. The region is green with natural vegetation and plantations of coconut, betelnut and
mango trees. A cam unhurried lifestyle remains amarked character of this picturesgue village.
A large number of seaside properties are now owned by the non-residents - from Mumbai and other cities.
Large population is moving towards tourism as occupation, thus adding to the floating popul ation especially
on weekends and holidays. This shift has affected the townscape and its scale due to unplanned infrastructure
and built development which is not sensitive to traditional architecture and may change the visual character
of the village over aperiod of time.
The school islocated within its own premises near Sasavane Koli wada amidst other smaller wadis and
residential bungalow plots. The plot admeasures approximately 100 m in length and 60 m in width. The main
entrance is from the village street running parallel to Sasavane beach. Sculptor V. P. Karmarkar's house and
museum is located across this street which also has been listed as a part of this survey.
2.10|Other Significance |C (seh) - One of the oldest schools in the region (almost 140 years old) and forms avital part of the
foundation of formal education in this rural region.
2.11|Value C(she)
Classification
2.12|Recommended Il
Grade
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
3.01|Height Approximately 5to 6 m
3.02|No. of Floors Single storey structure
Description Problem/Threat Condition
3.03|Structural System |The school is constructed as load bearing The stone masonry of the school isintact but Good
structure in coursed, roughly dressed black has been painted with multiple layers of
basalt stone ashlar masonry. incongruent distemper paint.
3.04|Plinth The entire site is elevated approx 1 m above The stone masonry of the stone plinth isintact |Minor
road level. The building plinth is0.60 m high  |but Repair
and isin finely dressed black basalt stone has been painted with incongruent distemper
(Photo no. 004 and 007). paint.
3.05|Walls Thisisaload bearing structure in finely dressed | Externally wall surfaces are painted with Minor
black basalt stone masonry. The external face is |abominable shades of paint which hide original |Repair
exposed whereas ithe nternal finishisdonein  |stone finishes.
lime plaster which is then finished with a coat
of paint. (Photo no. 001 and 002).
The verandah
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3.06|Floors The verandah and the classroom flloring is Flooring of the school is overall in good Minor
finished with Shahabad tiles. (Photo no. 011  |condition. But due to lack of maintenancethe |Repair
and 012) flooring has
cracked and chipped off at several places.
3.07 | Stairs None Not applicable -
3.08|Openings All the doors and windows with ventilators are | All wooden doors and windows are in good Minor
in teakwood. condition but are painted with abominable Repair
shades of oil paint. Regular maintenance is
The doors have teakwood panel shutters. lacking.
(Photo no. 014).
The window shutters are of wooden planks
braced by teak wood frame (Photo no. 010).
Wrought iron bars are embedded within the
frame of the windows and ventilators for
security (Photo no. 009, 010).
3.09|Roof The building has a gable sloping roof. A part of |Roof of the school isin stable condition butis |Minor
the gable roof extends over theverandahasa  |in need of regular maintenance. Few roof tiles  |Repair
lean to roof which is supported by wooden posts|and ridge tiles are broken. The faciaboard is
resting on the stone plinth. painted with abominable shade of oil paint
which
This Mangaloretiled roof is supported by looks incongruent with traditional Mangalore
wooden tiled roof.
King post trusses and rafters. Overhang of these
rafters are received in asimple fascia board at
the eaves level, running all along the building's
periphery.
(Photo no. 013).
3.10|Articulation None Not applicable -
3.11|Finishes Walls - Finely dressed black basalt stonewith | Traditional finishes such as lime plaster, Minor
pointing. wooden polishing are totally replaced by Repair
cement plaster, oil paint. But these finishes also
Internal Plaster- Lime plaster, covered with arein need of regular and proper maintenance.
paint.
Floor - Shahabad stonetiles
Doors,windows and ventilators - Oil painted
teakwood framed and panelled.
3.12|Furniture Nothing of significance. Not applicable -
3.13|Compound/Fence/ |The entire boundary has alow compound wall | The compound wall is stable. Good
Gate about 0.50 m high in random rubble masonry
topped with a concrete coping band. A metal | The entrance gateway is regularly painted.
chain-link fence supported on MS anglesis
provided above the low wall.
The school premises has a concrete arched
entrance gateway made.
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt |The plot has good natural vegetation. A hedge |The plantation is regularly maintained. Good
/ space /out of plants aong the compound wall actsasa
buildings/ visual screen.
landscape
3.15|Lighting Natural and Artificial None Good
3.16|Ventilation Natural and mechanical None Good
3.17 [Electricity MSEB None Good
3.18|Water Supply Provided by local government and village wells.|None Good
3.19|Plumbing & Provided None Good
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire None Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security etc)
3.21|Incongruent Form :The original school building is unchanged. A few ancillary structures have been added within the site.

Transformation

The new buildings are also ground floor load bearing structures with hipped roof of tiles/ AC sheets (Photo

no. 015)
Structure :Unaltered origina structure.
Articulation & Finishes:Unaltered
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3.22|Overall The school isin agood state but can be enhanced more.

Maintenance

Status
3.23|Overall Condition |Good

RELEVANT DETAILS

4.01|D P Remarks MMR Landuse: RTZ
4.02|Overall Problems |The school building may be affected by road widening

& Threats The structure is within 500 m from the beach and comes under the CRZ
4.03|Additional Notes  |Primary schools at many villages came up between 1856-1860. 1n 1861, nine more schools opened at

Alibag, Mahad, Mangaon, Pen and Roha.

4.04|References
Books/Documents [Raigad Zillyacha ltihaas by Arvind Kulkarni. Asiatic Library (M-954.79, Kulk-Raig, 205978)
WebSites None
Per sons None

202




082-A-Sasavane-05-Primary School Plate A

Google Location Map 001 View from South West corner

002 North View 003 Verandah view from West

007 Plot entrance from the road

004 Verandah steps 006 Verandah view 008 School establishment plaque
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082-A-Sasavane-05-Primary School Plate B

009 Typical ventilator 010 Typical teakwood window with double 011 Shahabad tiles flooring in the
shutter and ventilator above verandah

012 Classroom view 013 Classroom truss and the sloping roof 014 Typical teakwood door with double
above shutter and ventilator above

015 Additional classrooms around the oldest structure (on the right)
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Record Details for 085-A-Shahbaz-01-Primary School

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 |Premise Name 085-A-Shahbaz-01-Primary School
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City NA
Ward NA
Village Shahbaz
I dentification 085 A Shahbaz 01 Primary School
1.03|Internal Reference |RA-AI-NA-NA-Sh-085 A _Shahbaz 01 Primary_School
Number
1.04|CSNo Gaothan
1.05|Street Name 1 Shahbaz village street |eading to the Shahbaz water tank
1.06|Street Name 2 NA
1.07|Area/ Locality Shahbaz village
1.08|Nearby landmark |None
if any
1.09|Pin Code 402201
1.10|Current Owner Zilla Parishad
1.11|Type of Owner State Govt.
1.12|Type of Occupancy |Owner occupied
1.13|Current Use Primary School
1.14|Type of Use Institutional
1.15|Age 146 years
1.16|Plot Area (sg.mt) |Approximately 4000 sqm
1.17(Built Up Area 105sgm
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Good
building
1.19|Grade 11
1.20|Brief Detail One of the oldest schoolsin the region (almost 140 years old) and forms avital part of the foundation of
formal educationin rural areas.
The building is asimple rectangular ground floor structure which istypical of traditional coastal architecture.
A series of classroomsis arranged linearly and connected externally by a continuous verandah.
1.21|Date of Recording [2010-05-12

HISTORICAL DETAIL

2.01|Builtin The primary school was built in 1865.

2.02|Extensions/ In the 20th century
Modificationsin

2.03|Extensions/ Extensions are done on eastern face of the main building. Verandah is enclosed by low height brick wall and
Modifications m.s.grill. Ramps have been added. Two additional buildings and library structures are built in the premises.
Details
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2.04|Earlier Name(s) Shahbaz Zilla Parishad Primary School
2.05|Earlier Use(s) Primary School
2.06|Historical The 'Woods Despatch of 1854 defined the education policy for the Indian subcontinent. As defined in the
Significance despatch, It
rejected the 'filtration theory' and laid stress on mass education, female education and improvement of
vernaculars, favoured secularism in Education’
Asafollow up on this policy anumber of primary schools were established in the region.
The school at Shahbaz was established in 1865 was part of this education policy.
2.07|Cultural The building is an example of structures constructed to be used as educational institutions in the rural areas of
Significance Raigad. These structures have been maintained well till datein their original character and are till in use as
educational centres. Hence they need to be preserved for their socio-cultural importance.
2.08|Architectural The building is a simple rectangular ground floor structure which istypical of traditional coastal architecture.

Significance It issimple, functional and the design merges with the surrounding landscape and architecture. (photo no.
001, 002, 003, 004 and 005)
A series of classroomsis arranged linearly and connected externally by a continuous veranda.
The building measures approximately 7 m x 15 min plan with the veranda placed along the south. The
school islocated to the extreme northwest of the premises. The premises admeasure approximately 40 m x
100 m. The longer dimension is along the north - south axis and runs parallel to the road.
2.09 |Townscape Location : 73°00'16.68" E, 18°41'37.00" N
Significance
Shahbaz village is located on the eastern outskirts of Alibag talukawithin MMR. It is on the main Pen -
Wadakhal Alibag road NH 4B around 20 km east of Alibag city.
Apart from the centrally located small hillock theterrainis primarily flat. The villageisfairly large with
numerous pockets of densely placed settlements with sparse patches of natural vegetation. Agricultural land
surrounds the village on all sides.
Paddy cultivation and fishing is the traditional occupation of this village. Now many large and small scale
industries are operational in the surrounding areas which provide an aternate means of livelihood to local
people. The village population has increased exponentially which has led to redevel opment of residences at a
scale which isinsensitive to traditional architecture and has altered the visual character of the village.
The school islocated on the north eastern periphery of the gaothan. This part of the gaothan is known as
'Kamalpada' located just below the slopes of the north-eastern flank of the centrally located hillock.
2.10|Other Significance |C (seh) One of the oldest schools in the region (almost 140 years old) and forms a vita part of the foundation
of formal educationin rural aress.
2.11|Value C(she)
Classification
2.12|Recommended Il
Grade
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
3.01|Height Approximately 5to 6 m
3.02|No. of Floors Single storey structure
Description Problem/Threat Condition
3.03|Structural System |The school is constructed as load bearing The stone masonry of the school isintact but Good
structure in coursed, roughly dressed black some walls have been painted with multiple
basalt stone ashlar masonry. layers of
incongruent distemper paint.
3.04|Plinth The entire siteis built on low doping ground | The stone masonry of the stone plinthisintact |Minor
whereas the school but Repair

premise has alevelled ground approximately
1.2 m higher than the

road to its east. The building plinth is0.60 m
high and isin dressed

black basalt stone masonry.

(Photo no. 003 and 005)

has been painted with incongruent il
paint.
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3.05|Walls Thisisaload bearing structurein finely The At few places external wall surfaces are painted |Minor
wallsarein dressed black basalt stone masonry. |with Repair
The external face is exposed whereasinternal  |abominable shades of paint which hide original
finish islime plastered and painted. (Photo no. |stone finishes.
002 and 004)
3.06|Floors The verandah and the classrooms are finished in |Flooring of the school is overall in good Minor
Shahabad tiles. condition. But due to lack of Repair
(photo no. 006) maintenance flooring has
cracked and chipped off at several places.
3.07 | Stairs None Not applicable -
3.08|Openings The school has a series of doors and windows  |All wooden doors and windows are in good Minor
with ventilators to facilitate natural light and condition but are painted with abominable Repair
ventilation. All of them arein teakwood. shades of oil paint. Regular maintenanceis
lacking.
The doors have teakwood panel shutters.
(Photo no. 007). The verandah grill is alater addition and doesn't
match the overall school design. Also the grill is
The window and ventilator shutters are made of |painted with abominable shades of oil paint.
wooden planks braced by teakwood frame
(Photo no. 008, 009). Wrought iron bars are
embedded within the frame of the windows.and
ventilators for security.
(Photo no. 008)
The veranda corridor is semi- enclosed by a
fabricated M.S grill panels fixed between the
wooden posts, over alow parapet wall. there are
wooden door openings placed along the length
at regular intervals
3.09|Roof The building has a gable sloping roof. A part of |Roof of the school isin stable condition butis |Minor
the gable roof extends over theverandah asa  |in need of regular maintenance. Few roof tiles |Repair
lean to roof which is supported by wooden posts|and ridge tiles are broken. The faciaboard is
resting on the stone plinth. painted with abominable shed of oil paint which
looks incongruent with traditional Mangalore
This Mangaloretiled roof is supported by tiled roof.
wooden King post trusses and rafters. Overhang
of these
rafters are received in asimple fascia board at
the eaveslevel, running all along the building's
periphery.
3.10]Articulation None Not applicable -
3.11|Finishes Walls - Finely dressed black basalt stone with | Traditional finishes such aslime plaster, Minor
pointing. wooden polishing are totally replaced by Repair
cement plaster, oil paint. These finishes also
Internal Plaster- Lime plaster, covered with arein need of regular and proper maintenance.
paint.
Floor - Shahabad stonetiles.
Doors,windows and ventilators - Oil painted
teak wood framed and panelled.
3.12|Furniture Nothing of significance. Not applicable -
3.13|Compound/Fence/ [None Not applicable -
Gate
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt [None None -
/ space /out
buildings/
landscape
3.15|Lighting Natural and Artificial None -
3.16|Ventilation Natural and mechanica None -
3.17|Electricity MSEB None -
3.18|Water Supply Available through Zilla Parishad supply and None Good
surrounding drinking water wells.
3.19|Plumbing & Provided None -
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire None Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security etc)
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321

I ncongruent
Transformation

Form :Original form unaltered. Extensions have been carried out to the eastern face of the main building.

Structure :The verandah is now enclosed with alow brick wall and M S grill above. Ramps have been added
to aid the physically challenged. (photo no. 003). Two additional buildings have been added to the premises.
The building towards the south now houses the public library. This library was established on 3 April 1916.

Articulation & Finishes:Verandah enclosed
Building extended towards the east

3.22|Overall The school isin agood state, but can be enhanced more.
Maintenance
Status

3.23|Overall Condition |Good

RELEVANT DETAILS

4.01|D P Remarks MMR Landuse: Green zone-G1
4.02 gv_ﬁ1 all Problems | The school premisesis unsecured and faces constant threat such as redevel opment, road widening etc.
reats
4.03|Additional Notes | Primary schools at many villages came up between 1856-1860. In 1861, nine more schools opened at Alibag,
Mahad, Mangaon, Pen and Roha.

4.04 |References

Books/Documents [Raigad Zillyacha ltihaas by Arvind Kulkarni. Asiatic Library (M-954.79, Kulk-Raig, 205978)

WebSites None

Per sons None
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085-A-Shahbaz-01-Primary School Plate A

Google Location Map 001 View from South East corner
002 North view 003 South view
004 West view 005 East view
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085-A-Shahbaz-01-Primary School Plate B

006 View of the verandah 007 Typical wooden door detail 008 Typical wooden window detail

011 School establishment plaque

009 Windows on North facade 010 Building corner detail 012 Ventilator detail

013 Library establishment plaque 014 Library , middle extension and the main School building with its Eastern extension
1916
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Record Detailsfor 085-A-Shahbaz-02-M andir Precinct

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 [Premise Name 085-A-Shahbaz-02-Mandir Precinct
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City NA
Ward NA
Village Shahbaz
I dentification 085 A Shahbaz 02 Mandir Precinct
1.03|Internal Reference |RA-AI-NA-NA-Sh-085 A Shahbaz 02 Mandir_Precinct
Number
1.04|CSNo Gaothan
1.05|Street Name 1 Main village road
1.06|Street Name 2 NA
1.07|Area/ Locality Northeastern periphery of Kamalpada gaothan
1.08|Nearby landmark |None
if any
1.09|Pin Code 402201
1.10|Current Owner Mix of community and private properties
1.11|Type of Owner Private
1.12|Type of Occupancy |Informal occupation
1.13|Current Use Worship / Domestic
1.14|Type of Use Religious
1.15|Age Not known
1.16|Plot Area (sg.mt) |Approximately 3 acre
1.17(Built Up Area NA
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Minor Repair
building
1.19|Grade Precinct
1.20|Brief Detail The mandir precinct comprises of nine mandirs, one indoor community space, one outdoor community space
and awater tank.
Two mandirs out of nine are of heritage value and are listed separately. Laxmi Narayan Mandir is built in the
style of traditional coastal architecture, Devi mandir in the Deccan style of architecture.
The Mandir precinct is a nucleus of the village community activity.
A natural water body fed with live springs and surrounded by indigenous vegetation add to the natural beauty
of the place creating a distinct waterfront areafor cultural activity and recreation.
1.21|Date of Recording [2010-05-12

HISTORICAL DETAIL
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2.01|Builtin Late 19th century
2.02|Extensions/ Modifications to the open space in the 20th century.
Modificationsin
2.03|Extensions/ A community stage which is built next to the open space between the mandirs and the water tank. New Shiv
Modifications mandir was added.
Details
2.04|Earlier Name(s) Not known
2.05|Earlier Use(s) Worship, religious congregations and recreational.
2.06|Historical Mandir Complex (Deul wadi) along with water bodies was a distinctive feature of religious architecture built
Significance by the Maratha rulers and patrons. It acted as the centre for all community activities. Examples of such
temple complexes built either by the Jahgirdar or by the villagers can be observed in majority of villages
situated in the Konkan belt.
With decline of Peshwaregimein early 19th century, trend of patronizing construction of elaborate religious
projects was also curtailed. Religious structures built during Peshwa period were built as per the norms of
Deccan architectura style. Post Peshwa period, trend of domestic styled religious architecture emerged in the
late 19th and the early 20th century. Simplicity and modesty are characteristics of religious structures built
during this period.
Sahabaz mandir precinct is one of such example. Though not of major historical landmark, dueto its
architectural character the Mandir precinct has prominent historical significance in the local history and other
parts of this coastal region.
2.07|Cultural Religious buildings (Mandirs, masjid, synagogue etc.) are important socio-cultural institutionsin Indian
Significance Subcontinent. These domestic religious places provided spaces for cultural interaction, sustenance of

religious folk art such as kirtan, gondhal, dashavatar etc. During the independence struggle, many of such
religious places acted as centres for socia and political awareness and mass movement.

Mandirs built near natural water bodies is a marked feature of most of the Indian villages. It forms a nucleus
of the village and various religious, social, cultural, domestic and recreational activities take place around it.

Shahbaz Mandir complex is a good example of such community space. It has alarge number of Mandirs
concentrated at one place, besides alarge natural water body now converted into a tank.
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2.08

Architectural
Significance

The Mandir precinct comprises of nine Mandirs, one indoor community space, one outdoor community space
and awater tank.

The water body dominates the precinct visually. (photo no. 002). The tank is a near square admeasuring
approximately 200 m X 200 m. Lined with arandom rubble masonry wall in black basalt it has newly
constructed ghats at various points. A small lane about 6.0 m wide runs along its periphery from the east,
south and west which separates it from the surrounding residential houses. Few trees line the periphery of this
tank.

An open space is located on the southwestern bank of the water tank. This acts as the outdoor community
space measuring approximately 40 m wide x 100 min length and is parallel to the water tank. Only one large
treeislocated to the south of this space, the rest of the spaceis barren. (Photo no. 008). A newly built
community stage has been added to its north.

The mandirs are placed in an organic cluster beyond this open space to the southwest of the water tank on a
sloping terrain. The mandirs are as under:

1. Old Shiv Mandir-8mx 10 m

2. Ram Mandir - 8 mx 10 m

3. Laxmi Narayan Mandir - 8mx 12 m

4. Hanuman Mandir - 0.75m x 0.75 m

5. Vithal Rakhmai Mandir - 1.20 m x 1.20m

6. Maridevi Mandir - 1.50 m x 1.50 m

7. Devi Mandir-4mx 8m

8. Ganpati Mandir - 14 mx 14 m

9. New Shiv mandir (built within the water tank and accessed by a small bridge from itswest) - 14 min
diameter

Excepting the Ganpati mandir and the new Shiv mandir which have been recently renovated, all the mandirs
arein traditiona style.

Mandirslisted as 1, 2 and 3 are placed in alinear series with the old Shiv mandir to the farthest north and the
Laxmi Narayan mandir to the south. All have entrance verandas to their east.

Mandir 1 and 2 (photo no. 003 and 004) arein traditional architectural style and are simple single storey
rectangular structures having ahipped sloping roof covered with Mangalore tiles. They are well
proportioned ground floor structures with the built forms which are unimposing and in human size and scale
blending with the surroundings. A large continuous covered hall is attached to the entrance verandas of
mandir 1 and 2 (photo no. 006). This acts as the covered community space. It measures approximately 7 min
width and 18 m in length along the north south axis. It is completely enclosed by a high wall and a grill, with
an entrance on its east from the outdoor community space. It has a hipped sloping roof in level with the roofs
of mandir 1 and 2.

Mandir 1 and 2 along with the covered open space have a community ownership whereas the Laxmi Narayan
mandir is privately owned. Its front open space although avisual extension of the covered community space
is cordoned off from it by a grilled screen accessed by lockable shutters.

The Laxmi Narayan mandir isin traditional architectural style. (photo no. 005). It isasmall structure with a
sabhamandap which forms the main visual body of the mandir. This sabhamandap is a single storey structure
with a hipped sloping roof and an internal viewing gallery from its attic. It has verandas on its east and south
with alean to roof. The built form is unimposing and is of human size and scale and thus blends with its
surroundings. The mandir has simple articul ation which enhances its beauty.

Mandirslisted as 4, 5 and 6 are small shrines located within the front open spaces of mandirs 1, 2 and 3. The
Hanuman mandir is located in front of the Ram mandir near the entrance to the covered community space
(photo no. 009). The Vitthal Rakhumai and the Maridevi mandir are located in front of the Laxmi Narayan
mandir (photo no. 010 and 011). These shrines are discreet structures dwarfed by the bigger mandirs. They
are cubical formswith a domed roof. They have asmall ater for their deities and lockable grilled shutters at
their only entrance openings.

The Devi mandir is located just outside the entrance to the covered community space and is the oldest
surviving structure in the whole group (photo no. 007). It is built in the Deccan / Maratha style of
architecture. It is aload bearing structure constructed in finely dressed black basalt stone. The garbhagrihais
squarein plan with a conical shikhara. Its rectangular sabhamandap has an upper floor with large windows
with wooden shutters. A gable sloping roof with Mangal ore tiles covers the sabhamandap such that it extends
over the shikhara. This building has been listed in detail as a part of the survey.

The Ganpati mandir and the new Shiv mandir which are recently renovated are completely incongruous to
the traditional architecture.

The water tank is anear square admeasuring approximately 50 m x 50 m. It forms the eastern part of the
precinct.
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2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location : 73°00'18.96" E, 18°41'35.50" N

Shahbaz village is located on the eastern outskirts of MMR Alibag taluka. It is on the main Pen - Wadakhal -
Alibag road NH 4B. It is 20 km from Alibag city.

Apart from asmall hillock located in the center of the village the terrain is primarily flat. The village isfairly
large with numerous pockets of dense settlements with sparse natural vegetation. Agricultural land surrounds
the village from all sides. The village does not attract outside settlers.

Paddy cultivation and fishing are the traditional occupations of the village folk. Recently alot of large and
small scale industries have come up in the surrounding areas. This provides an alternative means of
livelihood for the local population. The village population has increased exponentialy which hasled to
redevel opment of residences which is not in keeping with the traditional architecture and has already atered
the visual character of the village.

The mandir precinct is located on the northeastern periphery of the gaothan. This part of the gaothan is
known as 'Kamalpada' and is located just below the slopes of the north-eastern flank of the hillock. The water
tank is located on the outermost edge of the precinct with agricultural land immediately beyond it on the
northern side. A narrow strip of residential houses lies to its east with agricultural land beyond. The mandirs
are clustered in a group to the southwest of the water tank with an outdoor community space between them.

The Shahbaz Zilla Parishad Primary School established in 1865 islocated just outside the precinct on its
north west and is listed as a part of this survey.

2.10

Other Significance

A (arc) - Laxmi Narayan mandir built in the style of traditional coastal architecture, Devi mandir in the
Deccan style of architecture.

A (cul) - The mandir precinct as a nucleus of the village community activity.
| (sce); Natural heritage - A natural water body fed with live springs and surrounded by indigenous

vegetation add to the natural beauty of the place creating a distinct waterfront area for cultural activity and
recreation.

2.11|Value A(arc),A(cul),l(sce)

Classification
2.12|Recommended Precinct

Grade

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
3.01|Height NA
3.02|No. of Floors All Mandirs are ground floor structures.
Description Problem/T hr eat Condition

3.03|Structural System |All the older mandirs (No. 1, 2, 3and 7) have a|The structures are in good condition. Good

composit post and beam structure with

load bearing brick walls. The Ganpati and new
Shiv mandir are RCC framed structures with
internal and external wallsin brick. The smaller
shrines (4,5 and 6) are simple load bearing
structures.

3.04

Plinth

The older mandirs (Mandir No. 1, 2, 3and 7) |The plinths of the structures are in good Good
have stone plinthsin coursed dressed basalt condition.
stone masonry and split in multiple levels. The
Hanuman, Vithal Rakhmai and the Maridevi
mandirs have aplinth asingle plint in dressed
black basalt stone.

3.05

Walls

The older mandirs (Mandir No. 1, 2, 3 and Thewalls areintact Good
7T)have a composit post and beam structure with
load bearing brick walls finished in lime plaster
on both

sides. The wooden posts rest on black basalt
stone plinth.

Niches are located at variousintervals within
these walls. The smaller shrines (4, 5 and 6)
have brick load bearing walls
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3.06|Floors Most of the mandirs have a compacted base The floor finishes are intact.But regular Minor
finished with IPS except the Ganpati and new  |maintenanceis lacking. Repair
Shivamandir. The Laxmi Narayan and the Devi
mandir have an attic made of teakwood
boarding supported on teakwood beams and
joists.
3.07|Stairs Only the Devi and the Laxmi Narayn Mandir | The teakwood stairs are in a stable condition but|Minor
have a straight flight wooden staircase located | do not have regular maintenance. Repair
next to the
shrine/ garbhagruha provides access to the attic
/ mezzanine above. The viewing gallery has a
simple teak wood railing with smple posts,
balustrades and handrail
3.08|Openings The older mandirs (Mandir No. 1, 2, 3and 7) |The doors and windows are in good Minor
sabhamandap isin teak wood condition but are painted with abominable oil  |Repair
(photo no. 011). It has a frame covered by paint. Regular maintenance is lacking.
architrave / mouldings and awooden panelled  |wrought iron bars of the windows are rusted
double shutter with an embedded metal grille. |causing surface breakdown, cracking,
The secondary doors within the Mandir are also |and flaking of the metal.
in teak wood with double shutters without
any grilles.
Window openings have teak wood frames with
embedded round wrought iron bars without any
shutters. The frameis
simple without any mouldings or carvings.
The smaller mandirs (4, 5 and 6) have asingle
opening leadind directly into the garbhagriha.
An MS grilled door has been recently added to
it. The Ganpati and the new Shiva mandir have
larger openings with an M S grill.
3.09|Roof The older mandirs (Mandir No. 1, 2,3and 7) |Roofsarein stable condition but require regular |Minor
have a hipped sloping roof with teakwood maintenance. Repair
framework and is covered with mangalore tiles.
The verandahs have lean to roof in ateakwood
framework
covered with mangaloretiles.
The smaller shrines have domesin brick
plastered in lime. The ganpati and the new shiva
mandir have RCC roofs.
3.10]Articulation None Not applicable -
3.11|Finishes Not applicable Not applicable -
3.12|Furniture Not applicable Not applicable -
3.13|Compound/Fence/ [None Not applicable -
Gate
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt [Not applicable Not applicable -
/ space /out
buildings/
landscape
3.15|Lighting Not applicable Not applicable -
3.16|Ventilation Not applicable Not applicable -
3.17|Electricity By MSEB None -
3.18|Water Supply Not applicable Not applicable -
3.19|Plumbing & Not applicable Not applicable -
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire Not applicable Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security €etc)
3.21|Incongruent Form :Although most of the mandirs have now been renovated they retain their local / regional character.

Transformation

The latest addition to the complex is a community stage which is built next to the open space between the
mandirs and the water tank. New Shiv mandir (built within the water tank and accessed by a small bridge

from its west) isthe latest addition

3.22|Overall The precinct isin good state.
Maintenance
Status

3.23|Overall Condition |Minor Repair

215




RELEVANT DETAILS

4.01|D P Remarks MMR Landuse: Green Zone G1
4.02|Overall Problems |Thetank isregularly used for cleaning / purposes (washing clothes, vehicles, etc) and religious activities
& Threats (Idol immersion) hence its pollution is aready athreat to the wetland ecosystem and surrounding vegetation.
4.03|Additional Notes  |None
4.04|References
Books/Documents [Raigad Zillyacha ltihaas by Arvind Kulkarni. Asiatic Library (M-954.79, Kulk-Raig, 205978)
WebSites None
Per sons None
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085-A-Shahbaz-02-Mandir Precinct Plate A

Google Location Map 001 View of Devi Mandir and the entrance to the indoor community
space

002 Panoramic view of the precinct

003 Old Shiv Mandir 004 Ram Mandir

005 Laxmi Narayan Mandir behind and Vithal Rakhmai 006 View of the indoor community space
Mandir in foreground
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085-A-Shahbaz-02-Mandir Precinct Plate B

007 Devi Mandir 008 View of the outdoor community space with the recently built
community stage

009 Hanuman Mandir 010 Vitthal Rakhumai Mandir 011 Maridevi Mandir

012 Ganesh Mandir 013 New Shiv Mandir

ENVIRODESIGNERS PVT. LTD. 218



Record Detailsfor 085-A-Shahbaz-02a-Devi M andir

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 [Premise Name 085-A-Shahbaz-02a-Devi Mandir
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City NA
Ward NA
Village Shahbaz
I dentification 085 A Shahbaz 02a Devi Mandir
1.03{Internal Reference |RA-AI-NA-NA-Sh-085_A_Shahbaz_02a Devi_Mandir
Number
1.04|CSNo Gaothan
1.05|Street Name 1 Main Interna village road
1.06|Street Name 2 NA
1.07|Area/ Locality North eastern periphery of the gaothan called as Kamalpada
1.08|Nearby landmark |None
if any
1.09|Pin Code 402201
1.10|Current Owner Grampanchyat
1.11|Type of Owner Loca Govt.
1.12|Type of Occupancy |informal occupancy
1.13|Current Use Worship
1.14|Type of Use Religious
1.15|Age Not known
1.16|Plot Area (sg.mt) |Not defined clearly
1.17(Built Up Area 40sgm
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Good
building
1.19|Grade 1B
1.20|Brief Detail The Devi Mandir is located just outside the entrance to the covered community space of the Shahbaz Mandir
precinct and is the oldest surviving structure in the whole group. It is built in the Deccan style of architecture.
Although compact in size it iswell proportioned and distinctly identifiable in the whole group.
1.21 |Date of Recording [2010-05-12

HISTORICAL DETAIL

2.01|Builtin The Devi Mandir may have been built in the late 19th century.
2.02|Extensions/ NA
M odificationsin
2.03|Extensions/ NA
M odifications
Details
2.04|Earlier Name(s) Devi Mandir
2.05|Earlier Use(s) Worship 010




2.06

Historical
Significance

Provincia Islamic Architectural style developed during the Bahamani period which influenced future
architectural stylesin Peninsular India. Deccan architectural style developed from provincial Islamic
architectural style with strong Maratha features & became especially prevalent during Peshwa period. Some
notable examples of this style are found in Pune region. This provincial Deccan style reached its summit in
Maharashtra during the Peshwa Period.

The temples built in Kalyan Subhedari of Peshwa regime were of Deccan architectural style. Local patrons
such as Subhedars, Savkars, etc. commissioned various types of religious & socio-cultural architecture, while
adding local flavour in terms of construction technology and materials.

With decline of Peshwaregimein early 19th century, trend of patronizing construction of elaborate religious
projects was also curtailed. Religious structures built during Peshwa period were built as per the norms of
Deccan architectura style. Post Peshwa period, trend of domestic styled religious architecture emerged in the
late 19th and the early 20th century. Simplicity and modesty are characteristics of religious structures built
during this

period.

As compared to the other mandirs of the region like Gulsunde, Apte the devi mandir may seem insignificant
but it is a good example of adaptation of an architectural character to a modest scale.
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Cultural
Significance

Religious buildings (mandirs, magjid, synagogue etc.) are important socio-cultural institutionsin the Indian
subcontinent. They are also scio-cultural statements of the times when they were built.

The Devi Mandir along with its surroundings has been the hub of socio-cultural life of Shahbaz village and
its neighbourhood.

2.08

Architectural
Significance

The Devi Mandir is located just outside the entrance to the covered community space of the Shahbaz Mandir
precinct and is the oldest surviving structure in the whole group. (photo no. 001, 002, 003). Itisbuiltinthe
Deccan style of architecture. Although compact in sizeit iswell proportioned and distinctly identifiable in
the whole group.

A two storied rectangular sabhamandap includes the Garbhagruha with a square base and a conical shikhara.
The sabhamandap measures approximately 4 m x 5 min plan. Its elevation is visually split in two horizontal
tiers demarcated by corniced stone bands. The lower faceisin exposed dressed black basalt stone where as
the upper tier is plastered. The upper tier has large wooden windows which form an important part of its
identity. A hipped roof finished in mangalore tiles covers the sabhamandap such that it extends over the
shikhara of the Garbhagruha.

The Garbhagruha is a cube which measures approximately 3 m x 3 m. The conical shikharais centrally
placed over this cube. Finely carved cornice bandsin black basalt stone visually distinguish these two
elements. (photo no. 007)

The sabhamandap is a simple room with an eastern entrance from the Mandir precinct. It hasacentrally
placed entrance door with two wooden windows on either side. The Garbhagruha opens onitswest. An
internal wooden staircase is located on its southern face which leads to the upper level. The Garbhagruha
houses the deity in a small shrine finely carved in black basalt stone. (photo no. 009). Wooden grill shutters
provide access to the Garbhagruha.

2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location : 73°00'18.96" E, 18°41'35.50" N

Shahbaz village is located on the eastern outskirts of the Alibag MMR taluka. It is on the main Pen -
Wadakhal - Alibag road NH 4B. It is 20 km from Alibag city.

Apart from asmall hillock located in the centre of the village the terrain is primarily flat. The village isfairly
large with dense settlements amidst sparse patches of natural vegetation. Agricultural land surrounds the
village on dl its sides.

Paddy cultivation and fishing are the traditional occupations of the village occupants. Now many large and
small scale industries are operational in the surrounding areas which provide an alternative means of
livelihood to the local population. The village population has increased exponentialy which hasled to
redevelopment which is not sensitive to traditional architecture and has altered the visual character of the
village.

The mandir is a part of the Shahbaz Mandir precinct. The mandir precinct is located on the north eastern
periphery of the gaothan. This part of the gaothan is known as 'Kamalpada located just below the slopes of
the north-eastern flank of the hillock. This mandir is part of agroup of individual Mandir?s exists to the
southwest of the Shahbaz water tank.

2.10

Other Significance

A (arc) Mandir built in the Deccan style of temple architecture
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Value
Classification

A(arc)
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Recommended
Grade

1B
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PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

3.01|Height Approximately 8 m
3.02|No. of Floors Garbhagruha: Single storey , Sabhamandap:Ground + upper storey
Description Problem/Thr eat Condition
3.03|Structural System |The mandir has aload bearing structurein The structure shows signs of aging butisina  |Minor
dressed black basalt stone. stable situation. Repair
3.04|Plinth Themandir is built on araised ground 0.30 m | The stone plinth isin intact condition however |Good
abovethe it shows signs of neglect and aging.
road level. Itsplinthis0.15 m highand is
constructed in
black basalt stone masonry. Externally it has an
exaggerated plinth band of 0.60 m running all
aongits
periphery except the entrance. It is demarcated
from the main ground floor face by a cornice
band in black basalt stone
3.05|Walls The Mandir has load bearing walls, The Thewalls arein astable condition. Good
external surfaceis split into two distinct tiers
demarcated by
horizontal cornice band in black basalt stone.
The lower tier and the exaggerated plinth band
isin exposed dressed black basalt stone. and
whereas the upper wall
isin brick finished in lime plaster. The walls are
painted.
3.06|Floors The ground floor has black basalt stone The floor finish of the mandir and its Minor
flooring, sabhamandap isin afairly good condition. The |Repair
whereas the upper floor has teakwood boarding |upper wooden floor is also intact but shows
supported on teakwood framework. signs of neglect and aging.
3.07|Stairs Theinternal straight flight wooden staircase The teak wood stairsisin a stable condition but |Minor
leads to the upper floor of the sabhamandap. It |do not have regular maintenance. Repair
is0.75 m wide and ascends the height of 2.50
m.
3.08|Openings The mandir has simple doors of teak wood The doors and windows are structurally in good |Minor
boarding. condition but are painted with abominable oil  |Repair
paint. Regular maintenance is lacking.
The windows are of similar material
and split in two horizontal halves with double  |Wrought iron bars of the windows have rusted
shutters for each half. The frame has embedded |causing surface breakdown, cracking, and
wrought iron flaking of the metal.
bars as grills.
The ground floor has doors and windows only
on its eastern face. The Garbhagruha has no
openings
3.09|Roof The sabhamandap has sloping roof with a Roof of both the garbhagrupha and the Good
wooden framework and covered with sabhamandapa are in stable condition
Mangaloretiles.
The Garbhagruha dome / shikharais
constructed in
black basalt stone finished in lime plaster.
3.10|Articulation The conical dome / shikhara of the Garbhagruha|Although stable the details have started Good

has

decorative stucco work. The dome has an
‘amalaka topped by a'kalasha. Some
decorative features in stucco work are inscribed
on the dome/ shikhara.

weathering away.
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Finishes

Walls - Dressed black basalt masonry, painted
garbhagruhadome/
shikharain black basalt stone.

Overadl finishes are fairly maintained Good
Floor - Lower floor in black basalt stone.
Teakwood boarding on teakwood framework of
beams and joists

for upper floor.

External Plaster - Exposed stone faces on lower
Itﬁ,e plaster on upper tier, painted.

Internal Plaster - Lime plaster, painted

Doors - Teakwood frame and shutters

Windows - Teakwood frame and shutters

3.12|Furniture None Not applicable -
3.13|Compound/Fence/ [None Not applicable -
Gate
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt [None Not applicable -
/ space /out
buildings/
landscape
3.15|Lighting Natural/ Artificid None -
3.16|Ventilation Natural/ Artificial None -
3.17|Electricity MSEB None -
3.18|Water Supply None Not applicable -
3.19|Plumbing & None Not applicable -
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire None Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security etc)
3.21|Incongruent Form: Unaltered

Transformation

Structure: Unaltered, however newly reconstructed Ganesh Mandir on its south affects the simple character
of this
temple.

Avrticulation and Finishes: Unaltered

3.22|Overall Good
M aintenance
Status

3.23|Overall Condition |Good

RELEVANT DETAILS

4.01|D P Remarks MMR Landuse: Green Zone G1
4.02|Overall Problems |Thisisthe oldest mandir in the Shahbaz Mandir precinct and the wood work has very high value. It islikely
& Threats that under the guise of renovation of the temple this wood may be sold / taken away.
4.03|Additional Notes  |None
4.04 |References
Books/Documents |[Raigad Zillyacha ltihaas by Arvind Kulkarni. Asiatic Library (M-954.79, Kulk-Raig, 205978)
WebSites None
Persons None
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085-A-Shahbaz-02a-Devi Mandir Plate A

Google Location Map 001 East view of Devi Mandir
002 North East view 003 North view
004 North view of the sabhamandap 005 East entrance view 006 North view of the garbhagruha
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085-A-Shahbaz-02a-Devi Mandir Plate B

007 Garbhagruha shikhar 008 Black basalt stone plinth of the 009 Deity shrine in the garbhagruha
Mandir
010 Typical door in teakwood boarding 011 Typical teakwood window splitin 012 Typical teakwood staircase
two horizontal halves with double
shutters

ENVIRODESIGNERS PVT. LTD. 294



Record Details for 085-A-Shahbaz-02b-Laxmi Narayan Mandir

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 |Premise Name 085-A-Shahbaz-02b-Laxmi Narayan Mandir
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City NA
Ward NA
Village Shahbaz
I dentification 085 A Shahbaz 02b Laxmi Narayan Mandir
1.03(Internal Reference |RA-AI-NA-NA-Sh-085_A_Shahbaz_02b_Laxmi_Narayan Mandir
Number
1.04|CSNo Gaothan
1.05|Street Name 1 Main Interna village road
1.06|Street Name 2 NA
1.07|Area/ Locality Shahbaz Village
1.08|Nearby landmark |NA
if any
1.09|Pin Code 402201
1.10|Current Owner Trust
1.11|Type of Owner Trust
1.12|Type of Occupancy |Owner and Community
1.13|Current Use In Worship
1.14|Type of Use Religious
1.15|Age Not known
1.16|Plot Area (sg.mt) |Not known
1.17|Built Up Area Approximately 96 sqm
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Minor Repair
building
1.19|Grade 1B
1.20|Brief Detail Themandir is a part of the Shahbaz mandir precinct. It is a simple structure adhering to the traditional coastal
architecture of the area. It comprises of wada style single storey structure. The main shrineis situated in
sabhamandap itself.
This mandir is apart of agroup of individual mandirs huddled to the southwest of the Shahbaz water tank.
1.21|Date of Recording [2010-05-12

HISTORICAL DETAIL

2.01|Builtin Laximi Narayan Mandir may have been built in the late 19th century.
2.02|Extensions/ Modificationsin 20th century.
Modificationsin
2.03|Extensions/ The sabhamandap flooring has been redone in ceramic tiles
Modifications
Details

225




2.04

Earlier Name(s)

Laxmi Narayan Mandir

2.05

Earlier Use(s)

Worship

2.06

Historical
Significance

In the declining phase of the Peshwa regime in late 18th century, trend of patronizing construction of
elaborate religious projects was a so curtailed. Religious structures built during Peshwa period were built as
per the norms of Deccan architectural style. But later this was limited only to the Garbhagruha shrines. Trend
of domestic styled religious architecture started emerging in late 18th century which continued in the early
20th century. Simplicity and modesty are characteristics of religious structures built during this period.

These structures showcased simple domestic architectural style, use of locally available material, less
exuberance and intricacy and smaller scale structures.

Laxmi Narayan Mandir is one of such religious structures built during this phase.Hence, structure is built in
regiona domestic style of architecture.

2.07

Cultural
Significance

Religious buildings (mandirs, masjid, synagogue etc.) are important socio-cultural institutionsin the Indian
subcontinent. They are also scio-cultural statements of the times when they were built.

The Laxmi Narayan Mandir along with its surroundings has been the hub of socio-cultural life of Shahbaz
village and its neighbourhood. The mandir is afairly well preserved example of the traditional style of
temple construction. The cultural significance of the mandir makes it necessary to preserveit.

2.08

Architectural
Significance

The Laxmi Narayan Mandir is a simple structure in keeping with the traditional coastal architecture of the
area It has a sabhamandap around a small shrine. The sabhamandap is asingle storey structure with a hipped
sloping roof and an internal viewing gallery from its attic. It has verandahs on its east and south with alean to
roof. The built form is unimposing with a very humane size and scale and blends with its surroundings.

The mandir is rectangular in shape and is placed to the south of a series of three temples arranged linearly
along the north - south axis. It measures 8 m x 12 m and is part of aresidential complex with undefined
boundaries. The roof is approximately 7 m high from the surrounding ground level.

The mandir has an enclosed veranda on its south and open verandato its east. Both these verandahs are
approximately 2.75 m wide. The eastern veranda acts as an entrance lobby to the mandir. It has afront open
space of approx. 12 m x 12 m. The Vithal Rakhumai Mandir which is also a part of the Mandir precinct is
located in this front open space. The front open space is linked to the outdoor community space on its east.
The front open spaceis also avisual extension of the covered community space outside the old Shiv and Ram
Mandir on its north, although cordoned off by a grilled screen with lockable shutters.

The mandir interior is a simple colonnaded sabhamandap with a viewing gallery from the attic above. The
shrine/ garbhagruhaislocated at the western end of the sabhamandap with a space for pradakshina around it.
It isacubical load bearing structure covered by a dome and shikhara. Four smaller domes exist at the four
corners of the shrine.

2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location : 73°00'18.96" E, 18°41'35.50" N

Shahbaz village is located on the eastern outskirts of the Alibag taluka (part) of MMR. It is on the main Pen -
Wadakhal - Alibag road NH 4B. It is 20 km from Alibag city.

Apart from asmall hillock located in the centre of the village the terrain is primarily flat. The villageisfairly
large with dense settlements and sparse patches of natural vegetation. Agricultural land surrounds the village
onall itssides.

Paddy cultivation and fishing are the traditional occupation of the residents of thisvillage. Many large and
small scale industries are now operational in the surrounding areas. This provides an alternative livelihood to
the local population. The village population has increased exponentially which has led to redevelopment of
residences which is not sensitive to traditional architecture and has already altered the visual character of the
village.

The mandir is a part of the Shahbaz mandir precinct. The mandir precinct is located on the north eastern
periphery of the gaothan. This part of the gaothan is known as 'Kamalpada located just below the slopes of
the northeastern flank of the hillock. This mandir is a part of a group of individual Mandirs huddled to the
southwest of the Shahbaz water tank.

2.10

Other Significance

A (arc) - Mandir isin simple traditional architectural style.
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Value
Classification

A(arc)

212

Recommended
Grade

1B

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
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3.01|Height Approximately 7m
3.02|No. of Floors Ground floor structure
Description Problem/Threat Condition
3.03|Structural System |The mandir isacomposite post and beam The structure although stable situation shows  |Minor
structure with load bearing brick walls finished |severe signs of aging and lack of adequate Repair
in lime plaster on both sides. The wooden posts | maintenance.
rest on black basalt stone plinth.
3.04|Plinth The plinth is constructed in coursed dressed The stone plinth isin intact although it shows  |Minor
basalt stone masonry and split in multiple sign of neglect and disrepair externally. Repair
levels. The sabhamandap plinthis
approximately 1.20 m high from the finished
ground level. The entrance verandais
approximately 0.45 m high and the southern
verandais 0.60m high.
3.05|Walls The Mandir has load bearing brick walls Thewalls arein a stable condition although the |Minor
finished in lime plaster on both sides. The external plaster shows signs of neglect and Repair
wooden posts rest on black basalt stone plinth.  |disrepair. The joints between masonry wall and
Niches are located at various intervalswithin  [wooden posts are opened up at few places.
these walls (photo no. 002, 004 and 005)
3.06|Floors The ground floor has compacted base finished | The floor is fairly maintained although the Minor
with IPS. The attic is made of teak wood traditional flooring of the sabhamandap has Repair
boarding supported on teak wood beams and been replaced by ceramic tiles. The attic
joists. wooden floor is also intact but shows signs of
neglect and aging.
3.07|Stairs A straight flight wooden staircase located next | The teakwood stairsisin a stable condition but |Minor
to the shrine/ garbhagruha provides accessto  |do not have regular maintenance and strong Repair
the attic / mezzanine above. (photo no. 007). anti-termite treatment.
The viewing gallery has a simple teakwood
railing with simple posts, balustrades and
handrail
3.08|Openings The entrance door to the sabhamandap isin The doors and windows are in good Minor
teakwood (photo no. 011). It has aframe condition but are painted with abominable oil  |Repair
covered by architrave / mouldings and a paint. Regular maintenance is lacking.
wooden panelled double shutter with an
embedded metal grille. The secondary doors Wrought iron bars of the windows are rusted
within the Mandir are also in teak wood with | causing surface breakdown, cracking and
double shutters without any grilles. flaking of the metal.
Window openings have teak wood frames with
embedded round wrought iron bars without any
shutters. The frame is simple without any
mouldings or carvings (Photo no. 010)
3.09|Roof The mandir has a hipped sloping roof with teak |The roof although stable shows signs of Major
wood framework and is covered with mangalore|disrepair and aging. The structural framework |Repair
tiles. The verandas have lean to roof inateak  |protecting the same also shows signs of dis
wood framework covered with mangaloretiles. |repair and neglect
3.10|Articulation The niches on the entrance facade have ornate  |Fairly intact Good
moldings of stucco around them. (photo no.
012).
Carved wooden pegs are located next to these
niches at various locations on the wall surfaces
(photo no. 009).
3.11|Finishes Walls- Brick walls with lime plaster on both Theinteriors finishes of the mandir arein a Minor
sides and painted better condition as compared to the exterior Repair
finishes which show high signs of wear and
Floor- Ground floor with ceramic tileand IPS, |tear.
attic in teak wood boarding
External Plaster- Lime plaster, covered with
paint
Internal Plaster- Lime plaster, covered with
paint
Doors ? Wooden frame and wooden paneled
shutters, entrance door shutter with embedded
grilles, painted
Windows- Simple wooden frame without
shutters, painted.
3.12|Furniture None Not applicable - 227




3.13|Compound/Fence/ [None Not applicable -
Gate
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt [None Not applicable -
/ space /out
buildings/
landscape
3.15|Lighting Natural, artificial light inside mandir None -
3.16|Ventilation Natural None -
3.17|Electricity MSEB None -
3.18|Water Supply None Not applicable -
3.19|Plumbing & None Not applicable -
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire None Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security €etc)
3.21|Incongruent Origina form unaltered
Transformation The sabhamandap flooring has been redone in ceramic tiles.
3.22|Overall Overall maintenance status of the Mandir is good.
Maintenance
Status
3.23|Overall Condition [Minor Repair

RELEVANT DETAILS

4.01|D P Remarks MMR Landuse: Green Zone G1
4.02|Overall Problems | Thismandir isapart of aresidentia property with aresidential building 4 m away from its southern face.
& Threats The mandir may be affected during future redevel opment of the site.
4.03|Additional Notes  [None
4.04 |References
Books/Documents |[Raigad Zillyacha ltihaas by Arvind Kulkarni. Asiatic Library (M-954.79, Kulk-Raig, 205978)
WebSites None
Persons None
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085-A-Shahbaz-02b-Laxmi Narayan Mandir Plate A

Google Location Map 001 East view of the garbhagruha
002 Exterior view of the hipped and lean to roofs 003 East view of the entrance verandah
004 West view 005 North West exterior view of the wooden post and beam

framework and lime plastered walls
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085-A-Shahbaz-02b-Laxmi Narayan Mandir Plate B

006 Southern verandah 007 Garbhagruha, sabhamandap and the attic viewing gallery
008 Front open space on Eastern side 009 Internal view of South face 010 Typical window split in two horizontal
halves
011 Main entrance door 012 Stucco work in lime plaster around 013 Roof overhang with the simple eaves
the niche board
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Record Details for 096-A-Thal-04-Thal Agar Mandir Complex

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 |Premise Name 096-A-Thal-04-Tha Agar Mandir Complex
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City NA
Ward NA
Village Thal
I dentification 096 A Thal 04 Thal Agar Mandir Complex
1.03(Internal Reference |RA-AI-NA-NA-Th-096_A_Tha_04_Tha_Agar_Mandir_Complex
Number
1.04|CSNo 104,124
1.05|Street Name 1 Internal village street passing from Thal Agar
1.06|Street Name 2 NA
1.07|Area/ Locality Thal villege
1.08|Nearby landmark |None
if any
1.09|Pin Code 402207
1.10|Current Owner Trust
1.11|Type of Owner Trust
1.12|Type of Occupancy | Community Ownership
1.13|Current Use Worship
1.14|Type of Use Religious
1.15|Age Approximately 150 years
1.16|Plot Area (sg.mt) |Approximately 2000 sqgm
1.17(Built Up Area Approximately 490 sqm
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Good
building
1.19|Grade 1B
1.20|Brief Detail The Mandir complex is located in one of the settlements within the village known as Thal Agar. The Thal
Agar Mandir complex comprises of two mandirs, akalyani, aVad paar and a deepmala. The mandir is
surrounded by private wadis on its west and north and agricultural land to its east. The complex does not
have defined boundaries
1.21|Date of Recording |2010-05-14

HISTORICAL DETAIL

2.01|Builtin Mandir complex may have been built in the late 19th century
2.02|Extensions/ Modificationsin the 20th century.
Modificationsin
2.03|Extensions/ Plaster work and paint
Modifications
Details
2.04|Earlier Name(s) Tha Agar Mandir Complex
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2.05

Earlier Use(s)

Worship

2.06

Historical
Significance

Mandir Complex (Deul wadi) along with water bodies was a distinctive feature of religious architecture built
by the Maratha rulers and patrons. It acted as the centre for all community activities. Examples of such
temple complexes built either by the Jahgirdar or by the villagers can be observed in majority of villages
situated in the Konkan belt.

With decline of Peshwaregime in the early 19th century, trend of patronizing construction of elaborate
religious projects was a so curtailed. Religious structures built during Peshwa period were built as per edicts
of Deccan architectura style. Post Peshwa period, trend of domestic styled religious architecture emerged in
the late 19th and the early 20th century. Simplicity and modesty are characteristics of religious structures
built during this period.

Effect of self-dependence can be seen in simple domestic architectural style with use of locally available
material, less exuberance and intricacy and smaller scale structures.

Thal Agar mandir complex is one of such religious structures built during British rule when availability of
conventional resources and skills were limited. Hence, the structure is built in regional domestic style of
architecture.

207

Cultural
Significance

Religious buildings (Mandirs, masjid, synagogue etc.) are important socio-cultural institutionsin Indian
subcontinent. These domestic religious places provided spaces for cultural interaction, sustenance of religious
folk art such askirtan, gondhal, dashavatar etc. During the independence struggle, many of such religious
places acted as centres for social and political awareness and mass movement.

Mandirs built near natural water bodies is a marked feature of most of the Indian villages. It forms a nucleus
of the village and various religious, social, cultural, domestic and recreational activities take place around it.

Thal Agar Mandir complex is agood example of such community space.
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2.08

Architectural
Significance

The Thal Agar Mandir complex comprises of two mandirs, akalyani, a Vad paar and a deepmala. (Photo no.
001, 002, 004, 005)

The mandir on the south (Mandir A) hasindividual shrines dedicated to Vithal - Rakhmai, Shiv and Ganpati
whereas the Mandir on the north (Mandir B) hasindividual shrines of Ram, Laxman, Sita and Hanuman.
The kalyani islocated in the open space to the west of Mandir. The deepmalaislocated to the east of the
open space between Mandir A and B. The Vad paar islocated on the north western boundary of the complex.

Both the mandirs adhere to the simplicity of traditional coastal architecture. They individually include
multiple garbhagruhas with dome / shikhara and a common sabhamandap for each structure. Both the
Mandirs are single storey structures with sloping roofs. The structures are discreet and well proportioned.
The built forms are unimposing and are in harmony with the surroundings.

Mandir A (Photo no 003, 006, 007)
The structure measures 12.0 m x 14.0 min plan, with a pyramidal roof. The Mandir has entrances from its
north and south (Photo no. 006)

The sabhamandap has a sloping roof with teakwood framework covered with Mangalore tiles. The columns
and brackets supporting the beams, the entrance door frame and shutters have intricate carvings. They
provide an interesting character to the sabhamandap. The other wooden structural members are simple.
(Photo no. 011, 012, 013, 014, 015, 016, 017)

The Mandir houses three individua shrines (Photo no. 009). The central shrine, dedicated to Shiva, isthe
biggest. It measures approximately 6.0 m x 6.0 m, in plan, with atiered pyramidal shikhara reaching the
height of approx. 5.0 m upto its apex. (Photo no. 010). The other two shrines are smaller versions of this
with adome on each and measuring about 1.50 m square in plan. The smaller shrines are placed on either
side, little ahead of the central shrine.

Mandir B (Photo no. 021)

The Mandir has awestern entrance. This structure is rectangular in plan measuring about 9.0 m x 14.0 m and
faces the west on its shorter side. It has an internal viewing gallery as a mezzanine floor 3.50 m above the
floor level. Theridgeis at about 6.50 m above its sabhamandap floor level.

The sabhamandap has framework of teakwood trusses, beams and posts supporting the mezzanine floor and
the sloping roof above. The wooden structural members are plain and simple. The mezzanine balcony has a
teakwood railing, with simple square balustrades with handrail.

The Mandir has two individual shrines. The shrines are square in plan measuring 1.20 m x 1.20 m each. The
shrine at the north houses Ram, Laxman and Sita. It has aflat roof. The shrine to the south houses Hanuman
and has a dome.

Kalyani (Photo no. 026, 027, 028, 029)

The kalyani isawell proportioned square water tank. It isthe highlight of this complex and occupies afairly
large areain proportion to its neighbouring structures. It has retaining walls in dressed black basalt stone
coursed masonry, with steps descending from its north and south. It measures about 14.0 m x 14.0 m and has
adepth of about 3.0 m below the surrounding ground level.

Vad Paar (Photo no. 001 and 027)

The vad paar islocated at the corner of the complex. The Vad (Banyan, Ficus bengalensis) tree must be very
old and has an imposing form. Its trunk has a girth of about 2.0 m and reaches a height of about 25.0 m. The
square platform (paar) built in black basalt stone around the tree measures about 5.0 m x 5.0 m.

Deepmala (Photo no. 008)
The degpmala has an unusual design with asimple column of black basalt stone having projected brackets for
oil lamps. It issguarein plan and is about 6.0 m in height.
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2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location : 72°51'55.03" E, 18°40'64.54" N
Thal isatypically large coastal village located 6 km to the north of Alibag on the Alibag - Mandwa road.

Theterrain is primarily flat consisting of a koliwada and many pockets of large settlements with wadis. The
traditional occupation of its residentsis fishing, agriculture and horticulture. The region is green with natural
vegetation and plantations of coconut, betel nut and mango trees.. A calm unhurried lifestyle remains a
marked character of this picturesgue village which attracts many tourists.

A few seaside properties are owned by the non-residents from Mumbai and other cities. A large population
is moving towards tourism as an alternative occupation, thus adding to the floating population especially on
weekends and holidays.

In 1985 alarge fertiliser factory was setup by Rashtriya Chemicals and Fertilizers (RCF) on the northeastern
outskirts of village Thal.

All these factors have affected the local population / culture and occupational patterns. Subsequently this
shift has affected the townscape and its scale due to unplanned infrastructure and built development which is
insensitive to traditional architecture and may change the visual character of the village over a period of time.

The Mandir complex is located in one of the settlements within the village known as Thal Agar. It is off the
Alibag - Mandwa road by about 2.70 km towards the coast. A road bifurcates to Thal village from the Alibag
- Mandwa road 900 m before the eastern main entrance of the RCF Thal factory. After travelling 1.70 km on
this road a southern bifurcation leads to Thal Agar. The Mandir complex is 1.0 km from this bifurcation. The
complex abuts thisinternal road on the east. The mandir is surrounded by private wadis on its west and north
and agricultural land to its east. The complex does not have defined boundaries.

2.10

Other Significance

The complex isafairly well preserved example of the traditional coastal style of temple architecture with
other elements. The intricately carved wooden columns, brackets and doors suggest importance of this temple
in the region.

A (arc) - Fairly well preserved example of the traditional coastal style of temple architecture.

A (cul) - Simple garbhagruhas are unaltered and form an integral part of the socio- cultural identity of the
region.

2.11|Value A(arc),A(cul)
Classification
2.12|Recommended 1B
Grade
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

3.01|Height Mandir A and B approximately 6.5 m

3.02|No. of Floors Mandirs - Ground floor structures, Kalyani - Below ground level
Description Problem/Threat Condition

3.03|Structural System |Load bearing structures Both the structures are stable and adequately Minor

maintained Repair

3.04|Plinth The Mandir plinths are constructed in dressed | The stone plinths are intact condition Good
black basalt stone and are approximately 0.20 m
aboveroad level.

3.05|Walls The main structures of sabhamandapsareload |Thewallsarein astable condition. Minor
bearing brick walls, finished on both sides with Repair
cement plaster and painted.
All the garbhagruhas are in coursed black basalt
stone masonry. They are finished on both sides
with cement plaster and painted.

3.06|Floors Both the sabhamandaps have flooring of The floor finishes of the mandirs and its Minor
Shahabad stone tiles. The mezzanine in Mandir |sabhamandap are intact. The grouting between |Repair
B has teak wood boarding flooring. The thetiles has come out in afew places and needs
garbhagruhas have assorted flooring of 1PS, sSome minor repairs.
Shahabad tiles or slabs of stone. Mandir 7B? The wooden balcony floor in Mandir 'B' is
has an unfinished balcony projection over its  |intact and protected by layers of paint
entrance.
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3.07|Stairs Mandir 'B' has a straight flight teakwood The stair isin a stable condition and is protected | Minor
staircase located next to the southern shrine and | by layers of paint Repair
provides access to the viewing gallery above. It
has steep angle of ascend and width of 0.75 m
and height of 3.50 m
3.08|Openings Mandir ‘A’ The doors and windows are in good condition  |Minor
The entrance doors to the sabhamandap have  |and are protected by layers of paint. Some Repair
intricately carved TW frames. The northern minor repairs would be necessary.
entrance has double shutters with intricate Wrought iron bars of the windows are rusted
carving. The southern door has double shutters |causing surface breakdown, cracking and
of plain teak wood boarding (Photo no. 014, flaking of the metal.
015, 016, 017)
Mandir B
The entrance doors to the sabhamandap have
intricately carved TW frame and double
shutters. (Photo no. 024) Windows are of
similar design with round metal bars as grills
embedded into the frame.
3.09|Roof Mandir ‘A" has apyramidal roof inteak wood |Roof of both the mandirs arein stable Good
framework covered with Mangalore tiles condition.
Mandir 'B* has hipped sloping roof above the
mezzanine floor. It isin teak wood framework
covered with Mangaloretiles
3.10|Articulation As mentioned above None Good
3.11|Finishes As mentioned above None Minor
Repair
3.12|Furniture None Not applicable -
3.13|Compound/Fence/ [None Not applicable -
Gate
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt |Virgas None -
/ space /out (Hero stones) placed outside the entrance to
buildings/ Mandir B (Photo no. 025)
landscape
The kalyani (step-well) has retaining wallsin
exposed coursed black basalt stone masonry.
The steps are in rough dressed black basalt
stone masonry. The central course of the
retaining wall has niches at regular intervals for
oil lamps.
The Vad (Banyan) tree has a paar (platform)
around it in rough dressed black basalt stone
masonry.
3.15|Lighting Natural, artificial light inside Mandir None -
3.16|Ventilation Natural None -
3.17|Electricity MSEB None -
3.18|Water Supply None Not applicable -
3.19|Plumbing & None Not applicable -
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire None Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security etc)
3.21|Incongruent Unaltered original form
Transformation
Unaltered original structure, except cement plaster and paint
3.22|Overall Overall maintenance status of the Mandir complex is good.
Maintenance
Status
3.23|Overall Condition |Good

RELEVANT DETAILS

|4.01|D P Remarks

MMR Landuse: RTZ
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4.02

Overall Problems
& Threats

Abuts the road, may be affected by road widening.
The complex iswithin the gaothan limits and may be affected by redevelopment.

Two additional Mandirs have been added recently on either side of these existing Mandirs.

4.03|Additional Notes  |None

4.04 |References
Books/Documents |[Raigad Zillyacha ltihaas by Arvind Kulkarni. Asiatic Library (M-954.79, Kulk-Raig, 205978)
WebSites None
Per sons Mr Angre, descendent of Kanhoji Angre
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096-A-Thal-04-Thal Agar Mandir Complex Plate A

Google Location Map 001 Street view from North West

002 Mandir ‘A’ and Mandir ‘B’ from the street

003 Mandir ‘A’ viewed across the kalyani 004 View of the whole complex from South

005 View of the Mandir complex from West street
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096-A-Thal-04-Thal Agar Mandir Complex Plate B

006 Mandir ‘A’ North West view 007 Mandir ‘A’ - West view

008 Deepmaal 009 Mandir ‘A’- Interior view 009a Mandir ‘A’- Decorative fluted
column shaft

010 Mandir ‘A’- Dome over the central shrine 011 Mandir ‘A’- Sabhamandap view and the smaller shrine

ENVIRODESIGNERS PVT. LTD. 238



096-A-Thal-04-Thal Agar Mandir Complex Plate C

011a Mandir ‘A’- Sabhamandap ornate 012 Mandir ‘A’- Ornate wooden column 013 Mandir ‘A’- Ornate wooden column
wooden column capital and the bracket base
014 Mandir ‘A’- Entrance door frame 015 Mandir ‘A’- Entrance teakwood door 016 Mandir ‘A’- Entrance door and the
shutter ornate architrave around it
017 Mandir ‘A’- Subsidiary door 018 Mandir ‘A’- Typical window 019 Mandir ‘A’- 020 Mandir ‘A’- Window with
Subsidiary door arched opening
pilaster
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096-A-Thal-04-Thal Agar Mandir Complex Plate D

021 Mandir ‘B- View from South West 022 Mandir ‘B’ — Interior view
023 Mandir ‘B’ — Interior view of the 024 Mandir ‘B’ — Entrance door 025 Mandir ‘B’ — Virgal (Hero stone) outside
viewing gallery the entrance

028 View from South

026 Kalyani (step well) 027 Kalyani and Vad Paar 029 Steps of kalyani descending from
North
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Record Details for 098-A-Vaghole-02-Teenveera Twin Lake Complex

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 |Premise Name 098-A-Vaghole-02-Teenveera Twin Lake Complex
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City NA
Ward NA
Village Vaghole
I dentification 098 A Vaghole 02 Teenveera Twin Lake Complex
1.03|Internal Reference |RA-AI-NA-NA-Va098 A Vaghole 02 Teenveera Twin Lake Complex
Number
1.04|CSNo 181
1.05|Street Name 1 Main NH 4B linking Pen and Alibag via Wadkha
1.06|Street Name 2 None
1.07|Area/ Locality South of Vaghole village settlements
1.08|Nearby landmark |None
if any
1.09|Pin Code 402201
1.10|Current Owner Government of Maharashtra, Irrigation Department
1.11|Type of Owner State Govt.
1.12|Type of Occupancy |Owner occupied
1.13|Current Use Irrigation, fishing, recreation
1.14|Type of Use Mixed
1.15|Age Not known
1.16|Plot Area(sg.mt) |TeenveeraDam - 0.1 sq km, Vaghole Dam - 0.30 sq km
1.17(Built Up Area NA
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Minor Repair
building
1.19|Grade IE
1.20|Brief Detail These are twin dams located beyond the southern outskirts of Vaghole village separated by NH4B..
Both these dams, lakes and their surroundings provide natural ambience in a sharp contrast to the rapid
development seen all along NH 4B. Both the dams and |akes are surrounded by agricultural land.
1.21|Date of Recording |2010-05-14

HISTORICAL DETAIL

2.01|Built in Not known
2.02|Extensions/ None
M odificationsin
2.03|Extensionsd/ None
M odifications
Details
2.04|Earlier Name(s) Vaghole and Teenveera Dam
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2.05

Earlier Use(s)

Water basin of local stream

2.06

Historical
Significance

The Vaghole and Teenveeralakes and dams regions have been important catchment areas for the Raigad
district, especially supporting its agriculture.

Recognizing their importance, the dams were constructed and the backwaters (1ake) formed. Thus the
creation of the dam is an important footprint in the environmental, urban and social history of the
surrounding region and as such needs to be recorded.

It has also helped in improving the biodiversity of
the region and overall greening of the surroundings.

2.07

Cultural
Significance

Both the dams are constructed for drinking water purpose and support alarge growing urban population of
the MMR. They have certainly improved the 'livability index' within the region thusindirectly influencing its
socia and cultural fabric.

The surrounding region has numerous farm-houses / second homes belonging to various communities from
outside the region adding to the heterogeneity of the local population.

2.08

Architectural
Significance

Teenveera Dam:

Thisisamasonry dam in coursed dressed black basalt stone with pointing and has shoulders of earthen dam
with stone pitching. The length of the dam is around 250 m and is oriented east - west. Thedam is
approximately 30 m high. The lake covers an area of approximately 10 Hectre and its catchment area is about
7 sq km mainly on the south side. The northern ridges/ flanks of the Sagargad fort form a part of this
catchment area. The overflow from the dam eventually joins the Amba River. Thisis small irrigation dam
which stores rainwater in the form of alake. The water is used for irrigation of surrounding agricultural
lands.

Vaghole Dam:

Thisis an earthen dam lined with coursed dressed black basalt stone masonry. The length of thedam is
around 150 m and is oriented on the north-south axis. The lake covers an area of approximately 0.30 sq km
whereas its catchment areais roughly 5 sq km.

2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location : 72°57'20.28" E, 18°41'31.63" N

Vagholeisasmall village centrally located on the southern fringes of the Alibag MMR. It ison the
nNortheastern foothills of the hill range which divides Alibag taluka. Sagargad fort islocated in this range.
Theterrainisamix of flat and gently sloping land with fairly dense natural / horticultural vegetation. It lies
on the main Pen - Alibag NH 4B, 3.5 km from Karle khind and 11.5 km to the northeast of Alibag city.

The traditional occupation of its residents is agriculture and horticulture. Although Vaghole itself does not
attract many outsiders its neighbouring villages attract many outsiders who develop their properties as Farm
Houses. Small to medium scale industries are emerging in the surrounding areas. The lake formed by the dam
provides minor fishing opportunities. A part of the village has been relocated due to the Teenveera dam.

Although currently asmall village it is bound to increase in size and its developmental pattern may not be
sensitive to traditional architecture and may change the visual character of the village aswell asits natural
green surroundings over a period of time.

These are twin dams located beyond the southern outskirts of Vaghole village separated by NH4B.

Teenveera dam is accessed directly from NH 4B from the western entrance 400 m ahead of the Vaghole
village bus stop towards Alibag. Vaghole dam is accessed directly from NH 4B from the southern entrance
1.20 km ahead of the Vaghole village bus stop towards Alibag. Both of these dams, lakes and their
surroundings provide natural ambience in a sharp contrast to the rapid development seen all along NH 4B.
Both the dams and lakes are surrounded by agricultural land.

2.10

Other Significance

The Vagholi and the Teenveeralake and dam are almost twin dams within close proximity of each other
jointly supporting the ecosystem of the area.

| (sce) -The lake along with their aguatic, semi aquatic and terrestrial natural ecosystemsis unique. Itisrain
water catchment and helpsin maintaining the ground water table and recharging of the village wells. It helps
in improving the micro climate of the region and also in peripheral agriculture / horticulture.

The dam and the lake is a popular recreational areafor the people from the surrounding region, particularly in
the monsoons.

2.11|Value I(sce)
Classification

2.12|Recommended IE
Grade

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
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3.01|Height 30m
3.02|No. of Floors NA
Description Problem/Threat Condition
3.03|Structural System |Gravity Dam built in form of load bearing stone | The construction is intact. Good
masonry embankment walls.
3.04|Plinth Not applicable Not applicable -
3.05\Walls Teenveera Natural weathering of the stone masonry. Minor
Thisisamasonry dam in coursed dressed black Repair
basalt stone with pointing and has shoulders of
earthen dam with stone pitching.
Vaghole
Thisis an earth dam lined with coursed dressed
black basalt stone masonry. The length of the
dam isaround 150 m and is oriented on the
north south axis. The lake covers an area of
approximately 0.30 Sq Km whereasits
catchment areais roughly 5 Sg kms.
3.06|Floors Not applicable Not applicable -
3.07|Stairs Not applicable Not applicable -
3.08| Openings Not applicable Not applicable -
3.09|Roof Not applicable Not applicable -
3.10|Articulation Not applicable Not applicable -
3.11|Finishes Not applicable Not applicable -
3.12|Furniture Not applicable Not applicable -
3.13|Compound/Fence/ |The area near the dam is protected with None Minor
Gate compound wall + fencing and gate. Repair
The |lake area does not have defined boundary.
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt |[Not applicable Not applicable -
/ space /out
buildings/
landscape
3.15|Lighting None Not applicable -
3.16|Ventilation None Not applicable -
3.17|Electricity MSEB None -
3.18|Water Supply None Not applicable -
3.19|Plumbing & None Not applicable -
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire None Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security etc)
3.21|Incongruent None
Transformation
3.22|Overall The Dams and lake premises are fairly maintained.
Maintenance
Status
3.23|Overall Condition [Minor Repair

RELEVANT DETAILS

4.01|D P Remarks MMR Landuse: Green Zone- G1
4.02|Overall Problems |National highway 4B abuts the Teenveera dam on its north and west. The highway traffic causes pollution in
& Threats various forms.

The uncontrolled development in the region has affected the natural green cover and biodiversity.
The placeisatourist attraction during the monsoon and uncontrolled tourism has already started adversely
affecting the lake and surrounding natural ambience.

4.03|Additional Notes  |None

4.04 | References
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Books/Documents

None

WebSites

http://www.maharashtra.gov.in/english/gazetteer/ K OLABA/places Poynad.html

Per sons

None
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098-A-Vaghole-02-Teenveera Twin Lake Complex Plate A

Google Location Map 001 Dam view showing the overflow
002 Top view of the dam wall 003 Lake view with the surrounding catchment area
004 Stone dam wall 005 Dam and the lake
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Record Detailsfor 101-A-Varasoli-03-Varasoli Step-well

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 |Premise Name 101-A-Varasoli-03-Varasoli Step-well
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City NA
Ward NA
Village Varsoli
I dentification 101 A Varasoli 03 Varasoli Step-well
1.03|Internal Reference |RA-AI-NA-NA-Va101 A Varsoli_03 Varsoli_Stepped Well
Number
1.04|CSNo 78
1.05|Street Name 1 Village street leading to the beach
1.06|Street Name 2 None
1.07|Area/ Locality Varsoli village gaothan
1.08|Nearby landmark |None
if any
1.09|Pin Code 402201
1.10|Current Owner Private, Freehold
1.11|Type of Owner Private
1.12|Type of Occupancy |Freehold
1.13|Current Use Water used for domestic purposes
1.14|Type of Use Amenity
1.15|Age Approximately 150 yearsold
1.16|Plot Area(sg.mt) |Approx. 150 Sgm
1.17|Built Up Area Approx. 70 Sgm
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Minor Repair
building
1.19|Grade I
1.20|Brief Detail The Varsoli well is astep well-constructed in dressed black basalt stone. The structure shows very few and
simple articulation features which are typical of the Deccan architecture style. It islocated in a private
property which is situated in Varsoli goathan and is close to the beach.
1.21 |Date of Recording |2010-05-14

HISTORICAL DETAIL

2.01|Builtin Around late 18th century
2.02|Extensionsd/ NA
M odificationsin
2.03|Extensiond NA
M odifications
Details
2.04|Earlier Name(s) Not known

2.05

Earlier Use(s)

Water used for domestic purposes 246




2.06

Historical
Significance

Raigad district within and beyond MMR boundaries has a large number of water bodies - lakes, ponds, tanks,
wells and step-wells.

It seems that the rainwater and surface water conservation has been atradition of thisregion. This could be
due to low groundwater availability or salinity concernsin the coastal villages and swift run-off during the
monsoon months due to steep terrain. Thistrend of preserving natural water bodies and constructing new
ones seems to have originated during the Peshwa period as part of socio-political responsibilities. Later this
trend continued during the British rule and and almost vanished post-Independence.

Step wells are found in several parts of India. But they are most common in the west of India. The
construction may be utilitarian, but sometimes includes significant architectural embellishments. Step-wells
can be considered to be particular examples of the many types of storage and irrigation tanks that were
developed in India, mainly to cope with seasonal fluctuationsin water availability. With its growing social
importance, people started decorating step-wells by adding ornamental and architectural features, often
associated with dwellings in urban areas. These ornamental additions also ensured their survival as
monuments. Step-wells were also sites of many social, cultural and religious gatherings and in most areas
they had significant royal patronage. Similar step-wells were also built in different parts of Maharashtra
including the coastal regions. They were smaller scale then those found in Gujarat and Rajasthan.

Varsoli step-well is one of such wellswhich may have been built in the later half of 18th century. Though not
of major historical landmark, it isafairly good example of the few step-wells surviving in this region. Hence
itisaprominent historical footprint in the architectural history of Alibag and other parts of this coastal
region.

2.07

Cultural
Significance

Wells have been extremely important water sources for drinking water and irrigation purposes.

Step-wells such asthe one in Varsoli are significant not only as architectural ruins, but as good rain
harvesting and water storage systems. Considering the water shortage of present times, these water storage
bodies need to be protected and revived.

2.08

Architectural
Significance

Step-wells, also called baav (in Maharashtra) or vaav (in Gujarat) are wellsin which the water can be reached
by descending a set of steps. The structure of a step-well can be seen as divided into two parts. Thefirst isthe
vertical shaft through which water is drawn asin any well. The second is the surrounding structure - passages
and steps that provide access to the well.

The step-wellsin Maharashtra are smaller in scale and minimal in articulation compared to those in Gujarat
or Rajasthan. The influence of provincial Deccan architecture is prominently seen the articulation of these
wells such as multi-foliated archways, decorative cornices, brackets etc.

Varsoli well is constructed in finely dressed black basalt stone masonry. (refer images from no 001 to 005).
The well is square approximately 6 m X 6 m. Thereis a centrally placed straight flight step shaft from its
north. The step shaft is approximately 5.5 min length and 1.5 m in width. It descends 3 m. A continuous
stone coping 0.75m wide follows the outer profile of the step shaft and the well forming its curb at the
surrounding ground level.

Internally the wall has offsets of approximately 100 mm at aregular interval of three courses along its
running length forming horizontal tiers. Each tier has decorative arched niches and floral motifs at regular
intervals. (refer photo no. 002, 003 and 004). Some hiches have deities as bas-relief in stone. (refer image
007 and 008). At the centre of the southern rim of the well isa"gaja mukha' feature. (refer photo no. 005).
A local belief isthat when the water level in the well reaches the "gaja mukha' it marks the end of the
monsoon season. A fine stone bas-relief of cobrais also carved just below the "gaja mukha'. (refer photo no.
006).

2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location : 72°53'03.19" E, 18°39'31.36" N
Varsoli village isatypical coastal village located on the northern outskirts of Alibag city on the Alibag -
Mandwaroad. It is off the main Pen - Wadakhal - Alibag road NH 4B by 4 kms.

Theterrain is primarily flat consisting of numerous wadis and a koliwada. The traditional occupation of its
residentsis horticulture and fishing. The region is green with natural vegetation and plantations of coconut,
betelnut and mango trees. A calm unhurried lifestyle remains a marked character of this picturesgue village
which attracts many tourists.

Varsoli's proximity to a developing city like Alibag has started changing its demographic and built character.
Already alarge number of seaside properties have been bought by non-residents from Mumbai and other
cities. Additionally various devel opers are initiating residential complexes in the region.

Varsoli village is on the threshold of urbanization. This shift has affected the townscape and its scale due to
unplanned infrastructure and built development which is not sensitive to traditional architecture and may
change the visual character of the village over a period of time.

There are afew remaining pockets of wadis which still retain the traditional character of the village. The
stepped well islocated in such a pocket on avillage street which leads to the beach, in the Varsoli gaothan.
This street starts at a Shiv Mandir and leads to the Varsoli beach in an east west direction. The wadi is
located on the southern side of this street. A vehicular entrance about 300m before the beach and 30 m from
the Shiv Mandir leads into the wadi. A small unpaved pathway connects the plot entrance to a G+1 bungal ow
through horticultural plantation on either side. The stepped well is on the east about midway on this pathway
about 50 m from the entrance.
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2.10

Other Significance

Gazette reference indicates that such wells were numerous throughout the region. The current survey

indicated that only afew have survived.

A (arc) - A well preserved, unique design of a stepped well in

finely dressed black basalt masonry.

C(seh)- Used for drinking water / irrigating the fields, wells are integral part of the rural ecosystem and

hence are of sociocultural
Importance.

F - Thisisawell preserved step-well with artistic features and interesting form in finely dressed black basalt
stone masonry, unique/ rare design feature in the Alibag talukaregion. They form acrucia link in the
architectural development of the step-wellsin this part of the region.

2.11|Value A(arc),C(she),F
Classification
2.12|Recommended I
Grade
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
3.01|Height It descends 3 m below the ground level.
3.02|No. of Floors Approx. one storey below the ground level.
Description Problem/Threat Condition
3.03|Structural System |The step-well isarectangular two storey The stone masonry isintact but has weathered |Minor
structure (6 m x 6 min plan) below the ground |over the period. The separation cracks Repair
level constructed in load bearing coursed, finely | developed in the masonry may be due to the soil
dressed black basalt stone masonry. The pressure.
structure consists of the main well on the south
and a straight flight step shaft located on the
north.
3.04|Plinth Not applicable Not applicable -
3.05|Walls The well is constructed with gravity retaining  |Aging, peeling of Minor
wallsin coursed dressed black basalt stone surface layer, moss formation, water retention  |Repair
masonry. The walls are designed to resist lateral |and heavy salt formation are signs of the
pressure of soil. Hence on the internally face internal damage to the walls.
the walls offset out approximately 100 mm at
regular intervals of three courses along the
complete running length of the well forming
tiers arranged one below the other.
3.06|Floors Not applicable Not applicable -
3.07|Stairs Thereisacentrally placed straight flight of The stone steps show signs of aging but are Minor
simple dressed stone steps descending in the intact. Repair
well from the north. The step shaft is
approximately 5.5 minlengthand 1.5 min
width.
It descends 3 m to reach the water body.
3.08|Openings Not applicable Not applicable -
3.09|Roof Not applicable Not applicable -
3.10|Articulation The well has interesting articulation features The relief work is getting destroyed gradualy  |Major
such as: due to weathering and neglect. Vegetation Repair
Devalis (niches) with intricate stone carvings | growth has affected intricacy of the
meant for idols and lamps; decorative stone cornice and brackets.
Bas-relief work of different motifsin black
basalt stone.
3.11|Finishes Dressed coursed black basalt stone masonry The dressed stone walls have weathered Major
wall. considerably due to lack of maintenance. Repair
3.12|Furniture Not applicable Not applicable -
3.13|Compound/Fence/ |The step-well has acoping / curb that Ficus plants and other vegetation growth is Major
Gate differentiates itself from the surrounding ground|observed on the stone curbing. Repair

level. Apart from thisthe wadi hasa
demarcated fence of natural vegetation.
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3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt |There are some ruins of a collapsed arch which |Shed housing the idols found in the vicinity of |Minor
/ space /out are reassembled on the curb lining above "gaja |the step- well, now used for worshipping. Repair
buildings/ mukha'. (refer photo no 005). The earlier
landscape location of this arch remains uncertain. Theidols could be
of archeological importance.
Apart from the arch, threeidols of deities had
been found in the vicinity of the well. They
have been carefully gathered and housed in an
outdoor shed near the stepped well. These are
idols of Vitha - Rakhmai, (refer photo no. 009),
Shivling with four faces carved on the head of
the phallus (refer photo no. 010) and awinged
deity, perhaps Garuda (refer photo no. 011).All
are carved in black basalt stone.
All of these idols are currently in worship and
could be of archeological importance
3.15|Lighting Natural Not applicable -
3.16|Ventilation Natural Not applicable -
3.17|Electricity None Not applicable -
3.18|Water Supply Natural water springsin the well. There is no immediate threat. But lack of Minor
proper maintenance can lead to water Repair
contamination.
3.19|Plumbing & Well water is drawn out with an electric pump | The service installations like Minor
Drainage and used for domestic purpose. plumbing lines etc. are fitted haphazardly on the|Repair
walls thus leading to cracks in the masonry.
3.20|Other (Fire Not applicable Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security etc)
3.21|Incongruent Form: None, original state retained

Transformation

Structure: None, original state retained

Articulation & Finishes: None

3.22|Overall Though in active use the Varsoli step-well structure isin a neglected state.
Maintenance
Status

3.23|Overall Condition [Minor Repair

RELEVANT DETAILS

4.01|D P Remarks MMR Landuse: Coastal Wet Land / RTZ
4.02|Overall Problems |The step-well isin awadi, a private property and may be affected during redevelopment. The structureis
& Threats within 500 m from the beach and comes within the CRZ.
Although in good condition and maintained, lack of understanding of itsimportance may destroy the
structure.
4.03|Additional Notes  [None
4.04 | References
Books/Documents  |Extract from Kolaba District Gazetteer, 1883, Chapter 1, Description, pg 13
According to the Collector's return of 18880-81, there 4661 wells, of which 810 had steps and 3851 had no
steps. Of the step wells 302 were in Alibag, 217 in Pen, 81 in Roha, 33 in Mangaon and 177 in Mahad; Of
the stepless well 2157 were in Alibag, 442 in Pen, 202 in Roha, 423 in Mangaon and 627 in Mahad. A
footnote to thisreads: In Angrias Kolaba there were (1854) 2111 wells of which 1099 were used for drinking
wat
WebSites None
Persons Sandip Patil, alocal resident from Varsoli was interviewed.
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101-A-Varasoli-03-Varasoli Step Well Plate A

Google Location Map 001 General view of the step well amidst the natural
vegetation

002 Flight of steps leading to the well 003 North view of the flight of steps leading to the water

004 Southern inner face of the well 005 Gaja mukha and re-assembled stone arch
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101-A-Varasoli-03-Varasoli Step Well Plate B

006 Bas-relief of cobra below Gaja mukha 007 Garuda stone relief work in the niche A 008 Hanuman stone relief work in the
niche B

009 Vithal Rakhmai idols 010 Shivling with four faces 011 Winged deity / Garuda
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Record Detailsfor 567-A-Pali-01-D Samson Cold Drink House

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 [Premise Name 567-A-Pali-01-D Samson Cold Drink House
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City NA
Ward NA
Village Pali
I dentification 567 A Pali 01 D Samson Cold Drink House
1.03|Internal Reference |RA-AI-Pa-567_A 01 D_Samson Cold Drink_House
Number
1.04|CSNo 242/1
1.05|Street Name 1 Alibag
1.06|Street Name 2 NA
1.07|Area/ Locality On the main road / highway Pen -Wadakhal - Alibag road NH 4B
1.08|Nearby landmark |TeenveeraDam
if any
1.09|Pin Code 402108
1.10|Current Owner Private
1.11|Type of Owner Private
1.12|Type of Occupancy |Owner occupied
1.13|Current Use Cold drink house
1.14|Type of Use Commercial
1.15|Age 73 Years
1.16|Plot Area(sg.mt) [200Sgm
1.17(Built Up Area 200Sgm
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Minor Repair
building
1.19|Grade 11
1.20|Brief Detail This road-side refreshment house is a simple linear ground floor structure with a sloping roof |ocated within
the surrounding vegetation. The overall appearance isasimple like an industrial shed.
Owned by D. Samson from Benne Isriali Jewish community, this soda factory is famous in the region for
different flavoured soda drinks.
1.21|Date of Recording [2009-11-13

HISTORICAL DETAIL

2.01|Built in It was built in 1938
2.02|Extensions/ Form
M odificationsin
2.03|Extensions/ Roof cover is changed
M odifications
Details
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2.04|Earlier Name(s) D Samson cold drink house
2.05|Earlier Use(s) Cold drink house
2.06|Historical This establishment marks one of the first attempts to manufacture, package and sell aforeign idea
Significance indigenously.
This place was started by forefathers of D. Samson from Benne Isriali Jewish community which settled down
in the belt of Chaul-Revdanda-alibaug
2.07|Cultural | cecream-soda refreshment was a novelty then. It is being successfully run by a Bene Isragli family for over
Significance 70 years. Thisis an interesting example of a small scale innovative industry run by a unique community in
Alibag Taluka.
2.08|Architectural Thisroad side refreshment house isa simple linear ground floor structure with asloping roof. The

Significance

surrounding trees create a serene environment. The overall appearanceis like an simple industrial shed.
There is averandah on the road side, perhaps added later (photo no. 002, 003, 004).

The structureis approx. 15 min length x 7 m in width and has a hipped sloping roof. The veranda on its
south acts as the visitors area.

The building has simple informal space allocation internally. The southern veranda has the visitors
refreshment room placed centrally with two entrances directly accessible from the road. A small pantry is
attached to this space. (photo no. 006, 007).

The main structure houses service quarters, open manufacturing unit and store room separated from the
visitors area by alight metal mesh. The manufacturing operations and the soda making machinery are visible
to the visitors and acts as an added attraction. (photo no. 009) The store room islocated to the east of the
structure as a separate room. The visitor's area has wooden tables and benches on either side with a central
aisle. The southern face of the verandah has a metal mesh screen. The limited wall space is decorated with
framed press clippings and the other memorabilia which enhances its ambience.

2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location : 72°5805.14" E, 18°41'31.80" N

Palli isan inland village located centrally in the Alibag MMR taluka. Palli villageisin the MMR of Alibag
taluka. The settlements of Palli village are fragmented in various pockets. Located on the north eastern
foothills of the hill range which divides Alibag taluka, the terrain isamix of flat and gently sloping land with
fairly dense natural / horticultural vegetation.

The traditional occupation of its residents is agriculture and horticulture. A calm unhurried lifestyle remains a
marked character of thisvillage.

Quite afew properties are owned by non-residents from Mumbai and other cities who develop their
properties as horticultural gardens. Small to medium scale industries have also started in the surrounding
areas.

The refreshment house is located on the main road / highway Pen -Wadakhal - Alibag road NH 4B.
Teenveera dam which isalso listed as a part of this survey is situated to the west of this property about 1.6
km on the same road towards Alibag.

2.10

Other Significance

C (seh) : Thisisanovel enterprise by aBene Isragli family and has a unigue socio-economic relevance.

2.11|Value C(she)
Classification
2.12|Recommended Il
Grade
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
3.01|Height Approximately 5 m.
3.02|No. of Floors Ground floor structure
Description Problem/Threat Condition
3.03|Structural System [l oad bearing structure The struture isintact but shows signs of aging. [Good
3.04|Plinth The shop plinth is flushed with theroad level. | The origina plinth may have been covered with |Minor
theincreasein road level. Repair
3.05|Walls The building is aload bearing structure Thewalls are in stable condition but show signs |Minor
constructed in brick masonry finished in cement | of aging. Repair
plaster on both sides and painted. Wooden
columns/ brick piers at regular intervals
support the wooden frame of the roof.
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3.06|Floors Theflooring isfinished in gray marble mosaic  |Flooring is overall in good condition. But due to|Minor
tiles on compact earth / PCC base. lack of regular maintenance, flooring has Repair
cracked and chipped off at several places.
3.07 | Stairs None Not applicable -
3.08|Openings The entire veranda has been screened with a All wooden doors and windows are satble Minor
metal mesh fixed in awooden frame. The doors | condition but regular maintenance is lacking. Repair
have teakwood frames with crude wooden
shutters or fabric screens. The windows are
similar but have aM S grille fixed to its wooden
frame.
3.09|Roof Theroof is of wooden frame on king post Roof isin stable condition but isin need of Good
trusses covered with AC sheets (photo no. 008) [regular maintenance.
3.10|Articulation None Not applicable -
3.11|Finishes Walls - Roughly dressed black basalt stone with | Regular maintenance is lacking Minor
pointing. Repair
Internal Plaster - Lime plaster, covered with
paint.
Floor - Shahabad stonetiles
Doors, windows and ventilators - Painted
teakwood frame and panelled
3.12|Furniture Soda bottling machinery (photo no. 010), The machinery isin use. Good
pictures of owners/ founder members, press
clippings commemorating the Bene Isragli
owners and the history of the cold drink house
(photo no. 011, 012)
3.13|Compound/Fence/ [None Not applicable -
Gate
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt [None Not applicable -
/ space /out
buildings/
landscape
3.15|Lighting Natural and artificial None -
3.16|Ventilation Natural and artificial None -
3.17 [Electricity Provided by MSEB None -
3.18|Water Supply Private well water None Good
3.19|Plumbing & Provided None -
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire None Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security etc)
3.21|Incongruent Form :Original structure unaltered except the roof cover.

Transformation

Structure :Unaltered

3.22|Overall The structure is fairly maintained.
Maintenance
Status

3.23|Overall Condition [Minor Repair

RELEVANT DETAILS

4.01|{D P Remarks MMR Landuse: Green Zone G1
4.02|Overall Problems |The sodafactory is abutting National highway 4B. The structure may be affected by road widening.
& Threats
4.03|Additional Notes  |None
4.04|References
Books/Documents [None
WebSites None
Persons Owner of D Samson cold drink house was interviewed.
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567-A-Pali-01-D Samson Cold Drink House

Google Location Map

002 South street view

003 South West view

005 Advertisement Plaque 006 Visitors area View “A”

ENVIRODESIGNERS PVT. LTD.

Plate A

001 Manufacturing machinery of the cold drink house

004 West view

007 Visitors area View “B”
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567-A-Pali-01-D Samson Cold Drink House Plate B

008 King Post truss
009 Manufacturing unit visible from the visitors area 010 Soda bottling machine
011 Press clipping displayed on the wall 012 Photos of D Samson Cold Drinks founder members displayed on the wall
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Record Details for 568-A-Shirwale-01-Bahireedev Mandir Complex

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 |Premise Name 568-A-Shirwale-01-Bahireedev Mandir Complex
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Alibag
City NA
Ward NA
Village Shirwale
I dentification 568 A Shirwale 01 Bahireedev Mandir Complex
1.03|Internal Reference |RA-AI-Sh-568 A_Shirwale 01 Baheeridev_Mandir_complex
Number
1.04|CSNo 3/4
1.05|Street Name 1 Main road leading from village Shirawale to Mankule village
1.06|Street Name 2 NA
1.07|Area/ Locality Southeastern outskirts of Village Shirawale
1.08|Nearby landmark |NA
if any
1.09|Pin Code 402201
1.10|Current Owner Grampanchayat
1.11|Type of Owner Loca Govt.
1.12|Type of Occupancy | Community Ownership
1.13|Current Use Worship
1.14|Type of Use Religious
1.15|Age approx 150 years
1.16|Plot Area (sg.mt) |Approximately 6000 sgm
1.17|Built Up Area Approximately 200 sgm
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Minor Repair
building
1.19|Grade 11
1.20|Brief Detail This Mandir is asolitary building situated on an open land / ground between agricultural and marshy land. It
is built in the Deccan style of architecture. A water tank is situated near the Mandir.
1.21|Date of Recording [2010-05-13

HISTORICAL DETAIL

2.01|Builtin Late 18th century

2.02|Extensions/ In the 20 th century
Modificationsin

2.03|Extensions/ Sabhamandap has been added to the east touching the original Mandir. It is constructed in brick masonry,
Modifications concrete and Gl roofing. Vitrified tile flooring is laid over the original floor of the shrine. The dressed basalt
Details masonry work is painted.

2.04|Earlier Name(s) Bhairimata Mandir

2.05|Earlier Use(s) Worship
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2.06

Historical
Significance

The temples built in Kalyan Subhedari of Peshwa regime were of Deccan architectural style. Local patrons
such as Subhedars, Savkars, etc. commissioned various types of religious & socio-cultural architecture, while
adding local flavour in terms of construction technology and materials.

The Deccan architectural style dome shikhar of the Bahireedev Mandir shows strong influence of provincial
Islamic architecture. This type of temples built during the 18th century, are afusion of the traditional Hindu
temple architecture and provincial Provincial islamic architecture.

207

Cultural
Significance

Religious buildings (mandirs, magjid, synagogue etc.) are important socio-cultural institutionsin the Indian
subcontinent. They are also scio-political statements of the times when they were built.

The Bahireedev Mandir along with adjacent tank and surroundings is a hub of socio-cultural life of Shirwale
village and its neighbourhood.

The cultural significance of the mandir in the nearby region makes it necessary to preserveit.

2.08

Architectural
Significance

This mandir is a solitary building situated on an open land / ground between agricultural and marshy land.
Built in the Deccan style of architectureit islocated next to alarge water tank.

It isasguare structure with alarge central elliptical dome on top with dwarf turrets at its corners. It is austere
and well proportioned. 1t measures approximately 6 m x 6 m in plan and reaches a maximum height of about
4.50 m at the apex of the central dome.The entrance is alarge arched opening initsthick external walls.

2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location : 72°57'09.90" E, 18°45'33.89" N

Shirwale village islocated on Hashiware - Mankule village road off the main road which links Hashiware
village to Karle khind located on the main Pen - Wadakhal - Alibag highway NH 4B. Hashiware village is
located 8 km away from Karle khind. Shirawale is located 500m from the junction on the main road.
Bhairimata's mandir is located on the southeastern outskirts of Village Shirawal e outside the gaothan area.

Kankeshwar hills are on the west of Shirawale village and the the Ambariver onitseast. The terrainis
primarily flat including agricultural land the south and west, marshy land to its east and north. The traditional
occupation is agriculture and fishing.

A calm unhurried lifestyle remains a marked character of thisvillage. Being in arelatively remote location of
Alibag taluka it does not attract tourists.

Bahireedev Mandir Complex is located on the outskirts of Shirawale village gaothan.

2.10

Other Significance

A (arc) - Fairly good example of the traditional Deccan style of Shrines/ temple architecture

A (cul) - A shrine maintaining its original form and character. Though its structural condition is poor, itis
active and in worship and forms an integral part of the local culture

| (sce), Natural heritage - A natural water body fed with live springs. Although now devoid of any
surrounding vegetation it adds to the natural beauty of the place creating a distinct waterfront area for cultural
activity and recreation.

2.11|Value A(arc),A(cul),l(sce)
Classification
2.12|Recommended Il
Grade
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
3.01|Height 4.50 m at the apex of the dome
3.02|No. of Floors Ground floor structure
Description Problem/T hr eat Condition
3.03|Structural System |The Mandir is constructed as load bearing The stone masonry isintact but has weathered |Minor
masonry in coursed black basalt stone. over the period. Repair
3.04|Plinth The plinth is constructed in finely dressed and | The stone plinth isintact but its top and bottom |Minor
carved black basalt stone. It is 0.15 m above the | mouldings are damaged at multiple places. Repair
surrounding ground.
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3.05|Walls Thisload bearing wallsin finely dressed black | Stone walls of garbhagruha Minor
basalt stone masonry. The fagade is uniform appears to bein intact condition but are painted |Repair
with only one large arched opening on itseast  |with incongruent shades of paint
face which acts as its entrance. Two niches are
placed on either side of the entrance.
The upper portion of the wall is recessed from
the main face of thewall by about 1.0 m. A
stone chajja about 0.45 m wide runs along the
perimeter of the building at this recessed
junction in the wall. The chajjais constructed in
narrow stone slabs supported by evenly placed
carved stone brackets embedded within the
main lower wall.
The dwarf turrets rest on top of the recessed
portion at the corners of the building.
3.06|Floors Vitrified tile flooring laid on the original Nothing of the original flooring remains Minor
flooring The original floor of the mandir was Repair
probably in finely dressed black basalt stone.
3.07|Stairs Not applicable Not applicable -
3.08|Openings A large pointed arch opening existson the east [None Good
face of the shrine walls which leads directly into
the garbhagruha (photo no. 009)
3.09|Roof The garbhagruha shrine has a single large Shikhar of the grbhagruha Minor
centrally placed dome with four dwarf turrets at |appearsto bein stable condition. The original  |Repair
the corners. The main central domeis lime plastered dome is now painted with
constructed in fine dressed black basalt stone  |incongruent paint shades.
masonry. The external faceisfinished in lime
plaster. A shikharais placed at the top of the
dome. Photo no 005, 007)
3.10|Articulation Carved stone brackets supporting the stone Stone brackets of garbhagruha appear to bein  |Minor
chajja intact condition but are painted with Repair
incongruent shades of paint
3.11|Finishes The four dwarf turrets placed at the cornersare |Painted with incongruent shades of paint Minor
mostly constructed in stone and finished in lime Repair
plaster.
3.12|Furniture Not applicable Not applicable -
3.13|Compound/Fence/ |[Not applicable Not applicable -
Gate
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt |Water tank in the vicinity of the Mandir. None Good
/ space /out
buildings/
landscape
3.15|Lighting Natural/Artificial None -
3.16|Ventilation Natural/Artificial None -
3.17|Electricity Provided by MSEB None -
3.18|Water Supply Not applicable Not applicable -
3.19|Plumbing & Not applicable Not applicable -
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire Not applicable Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security €etc)
3.21|Incongruent Form :Original Mandir is unaltered; however, a sabhamandap has been added to the east touching the

Transformation

original mandir.The sabhamandap is aload bearing single storey structure with asloping roof of Gl sheets.

Structure :The original structural system is unchanged. However the sabhamandap is construction in brick
masonry, concrete and Gl roofing, isinappropriate to the form of the original Mandir. Vitrified tile flooring is
laid over the original floor of the shrine. The dressed basalt masonry work is painted.

3.22|Overall The Mandir complex isin afair state.
M aintenance
Status

3.23|Overall Condition [Minor Repair

RELEVANT DETAILS
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4.01|D P Remarks MMR Landuse: Green Zone - G2
4.02|Overall Problems |The main road leading to village Mankule abuts the Mandir on its west. Hence it may be affected for road
& Threats widening.
4.03|Additional Notes  |None
4.04 |References
Books/Documents [Raigad Zillyacha ltihaas by Arvind Kulkarni. Asiatic Library (M-954.79, Kulk-Raig, 205978)
WebSites None
Persons None
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Images

Image of 010-Google Map of Type Topographic-Map

Image of 008-Garbhagraha dieties of Type Front-View

Image of 002-South elevation of Type Front-View

Image of 009-Garbhagraha dome inerior view of Type Front-View

261




Image of 007-Garbhagraha view of Type Front-View

Image of 001-View from north of Type Front-View

Image of 003-South elevation garbhagraha of Type Front-View

Image of 005-Dome cornice detai of Type Front-View
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Image of 006-Sabhagraha entrance door of Type Front-View

Image of 004-Dome detail of Type Front-View
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568-A-Shirwale-01-Bahireedev Mandir Complex Plate A

Google Location Map 001 View of the Mandir and the water tank
002 South view of the Mandir 003 North view from the tank
004 East view of the sabhamandap entrance with Tulsi vrundavan 005 South view of the Mandir shikhar dome

in the foreground
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568-A-Shirwale-01-Bahireedev Mandir Complex Plate B

006 Entrance to the Mandir 007 Shikhar Dome

008 Door leading to the sabhamandap 009 Main entrance the garbhagruha 010 Dome interior view showing the stone
lining

011 Stone chajja brackets 012 Walls of the garbhagruha 013 Deity idols
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Record Detailsfor 116-P-Apte-01-Apte Pond Precinct

BASIC DETAIL

1.1 |Premise Name 116-P-Apte-01-Apte Pond Precinct
1.2 |District Raigad

Tehshil Panvel

City NA

Ward NA

Village Apte

I dentification 116 P Apte 01 Apte Pond Precinct
1.03(Internal Reference |RA-Pa-NA-NA-Ap-116 P_Apte 01 _Apte pond_precinct

Number
1.04|CSNo 164,117,116,115
1.05|Street Name 1 Village road from main Rasayani- Apte road
1.06|Street Name 2 NA
1.07|Area/ Locality Aptevillage

1.08|Nearby landmark |Apte village pond
if any
1.09|Pin Code 410206
1.10|Current Owner Grampanchayat, Private
1.11|Type of Owner Partly private and partly Village ownership
1.12|Type of Occupancy | Tenancy
1.13|Current Use Village settlement, Socio-cultural activities
1.14|Type of Use Mixed
1.15|Age Approximately 300 yearsold
1.16|Plot Area (sg.mt) |Approx 3 Hectare
1.17(Built Up Area NA
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Good
building
1.19|Grade Precinct
1.20|Brief Detail The pond precinct forms the central core in the north sector of Apte village. The pond is located off the Apte
- Rasayani road 100 m from the Apte Junction in the NE direction. The pond has aresidential neighbourhood
on its east, north and west sides and has afairly dense natural vegetation surrounding it.
1.21|Date of Recording |2009-11-10

HISTORICAL DETAIL

2.01|Built in Patalganga river was a trade route in the medieval times. Located on the banks of Patalgangariver Apte was
one of the many important settlementsin the 18th century.
2.02|Extensiong/ NA
Modificationsin
2.03|Extensiong/ NA
Modifications
Details
2.04|Earlier Name(s) Aptevillage
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2.05

Earlier Use(s)

Village settlement

2.06

Historical
Significance

Apte was one of the many important settlements along the banks of the Patalganga river which was atrade
route in the medieval times.

Considering the religious monuments and al so the residential footprint it seems that the Apte villagewas a
significant settlement during the Peshwa regime. The Apte water supply system located on the outskirts of
Apte village further indicates that process of urbanisation had also started in this region. Further
investigations are necessary to confirm the historical importance of Apte village during Peshwa period.

2.07

Cultural
Significance

The socio-cultural evolution gives the character to the architecture of those times. The region around the
pond still reflects the medieval character.

2.08

Architectural
Significance

Apte pond precinct comprises of the central oval shaped pond, Joshi aali (medieval residential gaothan
settlement) and the Mandirs on the banks of the pond. Joshi adli is located on the western banks of the pond
whereas the Ganesh and Shiv Mandirs are located on its eastern side. Apte village isafairly large dense
settlement. The major source of potable water is open / bore wells.

The original Apte village consisted of various sectors based on the communities. It is now divided in two
sectors by the Apte-Rasayani road. The southern sector hastotally lost the original character. The old Bazar
peth street is the only remaining foot print of History. A portion of the northern sector known as the Joshi aali
abutting the central pond on its west, is the only surviving pocket which still retains a strong medieval period
character. (photo no.001). The built character consists of G+1 residential structures arranged organically,
interconnected by narrow lanes known as aalis. (photo no.002, 003, 008). A dense growth of vegetation
envelops this settlement adding to its calm residential character. It represents the community settlement of the
bygone era. The size and scale of the houses located in the Joshi aali are bigger than the average traditional
residential housesin the village, yet they blend with its natural surroundings. Most of them have adistinct
identity due to the upper floor. Locally such a house is termed as madiche ghar (two storied house) which
were symbolically associated with the affluent class such as the savkars (landlord / kul). Many houses are
located in individual premises (photo no.004) with stone masonry compound walls. These walls also give a
unique character to the interconnected streets commonly known as aalis. (photo n0.002, 003, 008).

The two temples namely the Ganesh and Shiv Mandirs on the eastern banks of the pond date back to the
Peshwa era and are important foot prints of that period. These structures showcase distinct Deccan
architectural features such as bulbous domes with rows of petals at the base, arched openings, cupolas and
patterns on frieze, slender minaret like towers or base supporting corner shrines at roof level, decorative
architraves. (photo no.010)

2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location: 73°07'51.94" E, 18°51'25.12" N

Apte aninland village on the banks of Patalgangariver is located approximately 20 km to the south of Panvel
on the southern foothills of Karnala bird sanctuary. It is approximately 4 km to the east of NH17 Mumbai-
Goa highway and is divided into the north and south sector by the Apte - Rasayani road.

Theterrain is mildly undulated and sloping to the south towards the Patalgangariver. The village has pockets
of dense settlements with some natural vegetation. The built environment generally consists of G+1
residential development. Agricultural land abuts the village on its southwest side.

Agriculture is the traditional occupation of this village. Additionally, large and small scale industries have
emerged in the surrounding areas which provide alternative and more lucrative means of livelihood. The
village population has increased exponentially leading to expansion and redevel opment of residences altering
the visual character of the village. The new development is unplanned and insensitive to local architecture
styles and traditions.

The village pond (called as Apte pond) is centrally located in the northern sector of Apte village. Surrounding
this pond are small old residential neighbourhoods and also the Ganesh and Shiv Mandirs amidst fairly dense
vegetation. Thus giving the pond and its surroundings a serene and calm ambience.

2.10

Other Significance

A(cul) -The pond along with the surrounding Mandirs and residential settlements has traditionally been
grounds for socia and cultural activities.

A(His) - The village settlement dates back to the Peshwa period,

A(arc) - The architecture of the precinct can be distinctly categorized in two parts. First consisting of the
Mandirs (Deccan architecture) and the second consisting of domestic architecture of the Joshi aali strongly
reflecting the wada/ maadiche ghar styles.

| (sce) - Natural heritage - A natural water body fed with live springs and surrounded by indigenous
vegetation add to the natural beauty of the place creating a distinct waterfront area for cultural activity and
recreation. The water body is also an important link in water and soil conservation.

The surrounding region is also prone for severe water shortages post monsoon. Thistank helps conserve
water. A well built in its vicinity remains recharged due to this and is indispensible during the dry periods.

2.11|Value A(arc),A(his),A(cul),l(sce)
Classification

2.12|Recommended Precinct
Grade
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PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

3.01|Height NA
3.02|No. of Floors Single storey and Ground +1st Storey Structures
Description Problem/Threat Condition
3.03|Structural System [Not applicable Not applicable -
3.04|Plinth Not applicable Not applicable -
3.05|Walls Not applicable Not applicable -
3.06|Floors Not applicable Not applicable -
3.07|Stairs Not applicable Not applicable -
3.08| Openings Not applicable Not applicable -
3.09|Roof Not applicable Not applicable -
3.10]Articulation Not applicable Not applicable -
3.11|Finishes Not applicable Not applicable -
3.12|Furniture Not applicable Not applicable -
3.13|Compound/Fence/ |[Not applicable Not applicable -
Gate
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt [None Not applicable -
/ space /out
buildings/
landscape
3.15|Lighting Not applicable Not applicable -
3.16|Ventilation Not applicable Not applicable -
3.17|Electricity Provided by MSEB None -
3.18|Water Supply Available (Zilla Parishad and surrounding None -
drinking water wells)
3.19|Plumbing & Not applicable Not applicable -
Drainage
3.20|Other (Fire Not applicable Not applicable -
protection, HVAC,
Security etc)
3.21|Incongruent Form: The general built form has been altered. Very few houses have retained the origina character. Even

Transformation

the boundaries of the village have extended.
Structure: The structures have undergone change in terms of shape and size.

Articulation & Finishes: NA

3.22|Overall The village still retains the medieval character to some extent.
Maintenance
Status The pond isfairly maintained.

3.23|Overall Condition |Good

RELEVANT DETAILS

4.01|{D P Remarks MMR Landuse: Forest zone F
4.02|Overall Problems |Redevelopment pressure will be high.
& Threats
The original visual character and the socio-cultural fabric of the settlement may be destroyed due to the
haphazard and insensitive redevelopment.
4.03|Additional Notes  [None
4.04 |References
Books/'Documents |None
WebSites None
Persons Dr.Mohan Tukaram Rodkar, Vinayak and Ravikant Joshi
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116-P-Apte-01-Apte Pond Precinct Plate A

Google location map 001 Joshi ali and the pond viewed from East bank of the pond

002 South West entrance of Joshi ali 003 The narrow character of Joshi ali

004 Individual premises defined by the compound walls in Joshi ali 005 G+1 house in Joshi ali
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116-P-Apte-01-Apte Pond Precinct Plate B

006 House with the wooden balcony in Joshi ali 007 Vitthal Mandir in Joshi ali

008 House plinths defining the street corners in the village 009 Stone masonry structure in Joshi ali

010 Shiv Mandir and Ganesh Mandir on Eastern side of the pond
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Record Detailsfor 116-P-Apte-Ola-Ganesh Mandir

BASIC DETAIL
1.1 |Premise Name 116-P-Apte-01a-Ganesh Mandir
1.2 |District Raigad
Tehshil Panvel
City NA
Ward NA
Village Apte
I dentification 116 P Apte 01a Ganesh Mandir
1.03|Internal Reference |RA-Pa-NA-NA-Ap-116 P Apte 0la Ganesh Mandir
Number
1.04|CSNo 153
1.05|Street Name 1 Apte - Rasayani road
1.06|Street Name 2 Internal village street
1.07|Area/ Locality Aptevillage

1.08|Nearby landmark |Apte village pond
if any
1.09(Pin Code 410206
1.10|Current Owner Trust
1.11|Type of Owner Trust
1.12|Type of Occupancy |Informal Occupancy
1.13|Current Use Worship
1.14|Type of Use Religious
1.15|Age Approximately 270 yearsold
1.16|Plot Area (sg.mt) |Approximately 450 Sg M
1.17(Built Up Area Approximately 84 Sq M
(sg.mt)
1.18|Condition of Minor Repair
building
1.19|Grade I
1.20|Brief Detail Ganesh Mandir is an example of traditional architectural style for temple construction in Raigad district,
influenced by Deccan style of temple architecture. It is apart of the Apte pond precinct |ocated on the eastern
bank of the lake opposite Joshi Aali and next to the Shiv Mandir. The mandir premises reflects traditional
approach towards usage of religious places as community centres.
The Mandir comprises of the garbhagruha and sabhamandap. Dome shaped shikhar of Ganesh mandir shows
all typical features of the Deccan architecture. Forms of domes and cupolas over garbhagruha and sabhagruha
are of provincial Deccan style and embellishments of these forms are in typical Hindu style of temple
architecture.
1.21|Date of Recording |2009-11-10

HISTORICAL DETAIL

201

Built in

The Ganesh Mandir was built in the mid 18th century. It belongs to the period when this particular style of
temple architecture was at its peak in Raigad region. Thiswas a period of fusion of Hindu temple architecture
with provincial style of Deccan architecture.
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2.02|Extensions/ Late 20th century.
M odificationsin
2.03|Extensions/ Modifications such as painting the interior walls of garbhagruha and the Ganesh idol, its embellishments;
Modifications installing M.S. grillsin the openings were carried out.
Details
2.04|Earlier Name(s) Ganesh Mandir
2.05|Earlier Use(s) Worship, religious congregations, recreational
2.06|Historical Provincia Islamic Architectural style developed during the Bahamani period influenced future architectural
Significance stylesin Peninsular India. Deccan architectural style developed from provincial 1slamic architectural style
with strong Maratha features & became especially prevalent during Peshwa period. Some notable examples
of this style are found in Pune region. This provincial Deccan style reached its peak in Maharashtra during
Peshwa Period.
The temples built in Kalyan Subhedari of Peshwa regime were of Deccan architectural style. Local patrons
such as Subhedars, Savkars etc. commissioned various types of religious & socio-cultural architecture while
adding local flavour in terms of construction technology and materials.
The Ganesh Mandir of Apteisone of such examples constructed during the period of Subhedar Ramji
Biwalkar of Kalyan. It isa contemporary of Varadvinayak Mandir at Mahad and Siddheshwar Mandir at
Gulsunde and hence an important historical footprint in the architectural history of Apte village.
2.07|Cultural Religious buildings (mandirs, masjid, synagogue etc.) are important socio-cultural institutionsin the Indian
Significance Subcontinent. They are also political statements reflecting the power of their patrons.
The Ganesh Mandir, which was constructed during Peshwa period (Mid 18th century) experienced political
stability and thus socio-cultural and artistic encouragements.
The Ganesh Mandir along with adjacent Shiv Mandir & pond surroundings must have been the hub of socio-
cultural and political life of Apte village.
The precinct today is almost abandoned and falling in disrepair. Sensitive conservation of precinct will
ensure that it again becomes the cultural hub of not only Apte village but also of surrounding region.
2.08|Architectural Indo-Islamic architecture flourished in the provinces according to the influence of the architecture of that

Significance

particular region, the material available and the aesthetic ideas of the rulers. The Deccan architecture style
evolved in the Deccan region from 14 century to 17th century. This style reached its summit in Maharashtra
during Peshwa Period.

Ganesh Mandir has distinct Deccan architectural features such as bulbous domes with rows of petals at the
base, arched openings, cupolas and patterns on frieze, slender minaret like towers or base supporting corner
shrines at roof level, decorative architraves, etc.

The Mandir comprises of a Sabhamandap and Garbhagruha, both covered by dome shikharas.

(Photo no.002,003,004,005) It measures approx.7 m x 12 m oriented along the east - west directions and is
accessed from the east on its shorter side. The sguare shaped Garbhagruhais approx 5 m x 5 m, constructed
in black basalt stone masonry walls with a dome shaped shikhara corbelled in stone and finished externally
with lime plaster. The actual dome rests on an octagonal base approx 2.5 min height. (photo no. 006, 007)

The Garbhagruha connects to the sabhamandap on the east which projects out on the north and south side
measuring approx. 7 m x 7 m. This also has a dome shikhara which islower than that of the Garbhagruha.
(Photo no.003,005)

The structure shows typical features of the Deccan architecture such as the floral relief work, devalis (corner
shrines), chajjas, brackets, umbra (threshold), konadas (wall niches for keeping oil lamps), niche windows
etc. Thefinely dressed black basalt stone plinth is approx. 0.90 m high and has decorative stone moulding
running along the total periphery of the structure.

The stone walls are lime plastered from inside and are regularly painted with lime wash. Inside the
garbhagruha, the main deity idol of Ganeshain stone rests on a decorative stone plinth and surrounded by
stone relief work depicting the Nagara Style shikhara on the western wall. (Photo no.008)

The octagonal deepmaal in front of the Mandir is also awell preserved example of traditional Hindu Temple
architecture. The styleistypical to that found in Deccan plateau and different from those found in the
Konkan region. (Photo no.009).
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2.09

Townscape
Significance

Location: 73°07'54.44" E. 18°51'23.46" N

Apte, village is located approximately 20 km to the south of Panvel on the southern foothills of Karnala bird
sanctuary. The Apte village is approximately 4 km to the east of NH17 Mumbai -Goa highway and is divided
into the north and south sector by the Apte - Rasayani road.

Theterrain is mildly undulated and sloping towards the south to the Patalgangariver. The village has pockets
of dense settlements with some natural vegetation. The built environment generally consists of G+1
residential development. Agricultural land surrounds the village on its southwest side and the village abuts
the Karnala bird sanctuary forest on its NE side. River Patalganga flows on the south of the village

Agriculture isthe traditional occupation of thisvillage. Recently large and small scale industries have
emerged in the surrounding areas which provide an alternative and more lucrative means of livelihood. The
village population has increased exponentially which has lead to redevel opment of residences at a scale
which is not sensitive to traditional architecture and has already altered the visual character of the village.

The Ganesh Mandir is neighbouring the Shiv Mandir. Together they form a Mandir complex located on the
eastern banks of the Apte pond, off the Apte - Rasayani Road, 100 m off the Apte Junction in N-E direction.
The Mandir complex is located to the north of Apte - Rasayani road in aresidential neighbourhood.

2.10

Other Significance

A(arc) The Deccan architectural style dome shikhar shows strong influence of Islamic architecture. This
type of temples built during the 18th century are afusion of the traditional Hindu temple architecture and
provincial Deccan architectural style.

A(cul) The cultural significance of the mandir in the nearby region makes it necessary to preserveiit.

2.11|Value A(arc)
Classification
2.12|Recommended I
Grade
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

3.01|Height Garbhagruhais approx 12 m high including shikhar

3.02|No. of Floors Single storey structure
Description Problem/Threat Condition

3.03|Structural System |The Mandir is constructed as load bearing The stone masonry of garbhagruhaisintact but |Minor
structure in coursed, dressed black basalt stone |has weathered over the period. Formation of Repair
masonry consisting of the garbhagruha and algae and moss can be observed on external
sabhamandap in Deccan architectural style. The |facades. Thisindicates water retention in the
garbhagruha (5 m X 5min plan) is squared masonry. Hence, load bearing stone masonry
shaped. It connects to sabhamandap (7 m X 7 m |might have become weak internally.
in plan) on its East.

3.04|Plinth The plinth isin coursed dressed black basalt The stone plinth isintact but its top and bottom |Minor
stone masonry approximately 0.90 m high with |mouldings are damaged at multiple places. Repair
simple dressed stone steps flanked by step Especially, top moulding has broken edges.
guard at the main entrance. The garbhagruha
plinth is higher than sabhamandap plinth by The bottom moulding of the garbhagruha is not
0.15 m. The plinth has decorative mouldings at |properly visible due to soil deposition.
its base and top.

3.05|Walls The walls of the Mandir are constructed in Stone walls of garbhagruha appearsto bein Minor
coursed, dressed black basalt stone masonry. intact condition, however, aging, peeling of Repair
Thewalls areinternally finished in lime plaster. |surface layer, moss formation, water retention

and heavy salt formation are signs of the
internal damage to the walls.

3.06|Floors The Mandir flooring is made up of dressed Flooring of garbhagruha has weathered Minor
black basalt stone. extensively due to lack of maintenance. Repair

3.07|Stairs Stone steps |eading to the Sabhamandap are The stone steps shows signs of aging but are Minor
also in dressed black basalt stone masonry. intact. Repair
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3.08|Openings Doors: The main entrance arched opening has Minor
Main Door: The main entrance door of the weathered considerably. Ficus plant growth can |Repair
Mandir (sabhamandap), located on the east face |a so be observed on voussoirs and extradose of
isan arched opening 2.5 mwideand 2.7 m the stone arch.
high. The stone arch rests on carved stone
column. The door opening is flanked by two The openings are enclosed with double shutter
decorative stone niches. M.S. grill doors. These look incongruent with
the traditional stone facades of the Mandir.
Subsidiary Doors: Located on the north face of
sabhagruha the door has decorative stone Teakwood door of the garbhagruhaisin good
architrave with a Ganesh patti and threshold. condition but is painted with abominable shades
Garbhagruha door: of ail paint. Regular maintenance is lacking.
Theinternal door leading to garbhagruhais1 m
wide and 1.8 m high. It also has decorative
architrave and threshold.
Windows: Sabhamandap has no windows. The
gabhagruha also has no window, but has a small
ventilator with a decorative stone jali on the
northern facade.
3.09|Roof Garbhagruhais roofed with a domed shikhar, | Shikhar of the grbhagruha appearsto bein Major
corbelled in stone and finished externally in stable condition but has not been cleaned in Repair
brick and lime plaster. Sabhamandap also has | many years. Hence, extensive Ficus plant
domed shikhar which is lower than the shikhar |growth, dry moss and lichen growth has
of garbhagruha. engulfed the dome.
The garbhagruha shikhar is a fluted onion Roots of this vegetation growth are damaging
shaped dome. This dome rests on an octagonal |theintricacy of shikhar. \V egetation growth will
shaped drum. Each face of thisdrum hasa cause increase in water retention in dome
decorative niche or devali withidolsinit. The |masonry which will eventually result in
eight edges of the drum rise as small minarets |dislodging in the brick lining.
ending in fluted bulbous dome with rows of
petals at the base. Walls of the Mandir are
protected by stone cornice at eaveslevel. The
corniceistopped by 1 m high frieze. For the
garbhagruha, this frieze has embellishment in
lime plaster. Both domes further culminate in an
onion shaped fluted domes with rows of petals
at the base in lime plaster. Both the small domes
are further topped by conical finialsin lime.
3.10|Articulation The Mandir has interesting articulation features |V egetation growth has affected intricacy of Minor
such as: decorative features. Repair
Devalis (niches) idols, lamps, etc.
Decorative relief work in lime plaster for frieze; |Layers of dust have accumulated on the external
Rows of petals at the base; frieze work.
Stone mouldings for plinth;
Decorative stone shrine for deity; Due to lack of maintenance lime plaster is
Ganesh idol in black basalt; stripping off from the bas relief work and
Water outlet in carved stonein West wall of devalis.
garbhagruha at plinth level.
The dome shikhars consist of ornamentation in
lime plaster. All corners of Sabhamandap and
Garbhagruha carry decorative small shrines
(devalis) in at the dome level.
The Shikhar has decorative relief work in lime
plaster. Base of the Dome depicts traditional
blossoming lotus decorative relief work. (Photo
No0.005, 006). The garbhagruha dome is placed
on octagonal base approx. 2 m high which has
decorative nichesin lime plaster.
A stone cornice chajjaruns at the top of the wall
below the decorative frieze at the edge of the
terrace. Decorative Stone Brackets are placed at
equal distance below the stone chajja. (Photo
no.006, 007)
3.11|Finishes External: Dressed coursed black basalt stone Lime plaster isfalling apart due to weathering | Minor

masonry wall; Lime plastered dome.

Internal: Lime plastered finished walls; stone
corbelled dome internaly.

and Ficus plant roots penetration in the masonry
and finishes of both domes and cupolas.

Idol and intricately carved shrine around the
idol is painted with abominable sheds of oil
paint. Such synthetic finishes interfere with
natural breathing of the stone.

Repair
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3.12|Furniture Dhuni (stone pedestal) Dhuni is not regularly maintained and cleaned. |Good
Hence it is covered with layers of sacred ash
and black soot of oil lamps.
3.13|Compound/Fence/ [None NA -
Gate
3.14|Curtilage/ unbuilt |Deepmaal: An octagonal deepmaal with dressed |Over all stone masonry of Deepmaal isin intact |-
/ space /out black basalt stone plinth islocated to the east of |condition. Stones of the plinth appear to be
buildings/ the sabhamandap entrance. Its plinth weathered due to age.
landscape admeasures about 3 m x 3 m, 0.75 m high with
simple dressed stone steps on its west. The Fresh Fficus plant growth can be observed at
deepmaal is5 m high. It has stone lamp holders |the base of the Deepmaal. It can affect stone
projecting 0.15 m away from the surface. In masonry of the Deepmaal as well as the plinth.
total the deepmaal has four columns and seven
tiers. The deepmaal is topped with a square
stone capital.
3.15|Lighting Natural, artificial light inside Mandir NA Good
3.16|Ventilation Natural NA Good
3.17|Electricity MSEB NA -
3.18|Water Supply From village well and nearby pond NA -
3.19|Plumbing & Water outlet in carved stone in the west wall of |The outlet is blocked and not in active use. Minor
Drainage garbhagruha at plinth level. Repair
3.20|Other (Fire Not Applicable NA -
protection, HVAC,
Security etc)
3.21|Incongruent M.S. grill shutter isadded at the main entrance door of sabhamandap. Rusting of the grill can surge distress
Transformation in aging stone masonry. The stone relief work is painted with oil paint.
3.22|Overall The Mandir isin afair state in spite of very minimal maintenance.
Maintenance
Status
3.23|Overall Condition [Minor Repair

RELEVANT DETAILS

4.01|D P Remarks MMR Landuse: Green Zone-G1
4.02|Overall Problems |The Mandir premises are not properly secured. Intricately carved black basalt stones are subject to
& Threats Vandalism, theft. Neglect can alter proofs of historic significance of the structure.
The mandir may loose its architectural value due incongruous additions/ alterations. Excessive weed /
vegetative growth may damage the structure.
4.03|Additional Notes  [None
4.04 |References
Books/Documents |[Indian Architecture (Islamic Period) by Percy Brown, published by Taraporevalasin 1964.
WebSites None
Persons The Mandir pujari and residents of Apte Village provided with oral history and local information about the

Ganesh Mandir and its surroundings.
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116-P-Apte-01a-Ganesh Mandir Plate A

Google location map 001 Western view of the Mandir complex
002 North view 003 North East view
004 North West view 005 North view
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116-P-Apte-01a-Ganesh Mandir Plate B

006 North West view of the shikhar 007 West view of the shikhar

008 Ganesh idol in the garbhagruha 009 Deepmaal on East of Ganesh Mandir

ENVIRODESIGNERS PVT. LTD. 277

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































