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The history of Dadabhai Naoroji Road can be traced back almost a hundred
and fifty years, when it was a mere street running along the bastions of the
old Fort. Along the inner edge of the western ramparts between Bazaar
Gate and Church Gate ran Hornby Road (now Dr. Dadabhai Naoroji
Road), which was regarded as a fashionable street since the 1850s.

With the demolition of the Fort walls, a vast expanse of new and valuable
territory on the Esplanade became available for building. A strategic plan
for the area was prepared by James Trubshaw , Architect to the Rampart
Removal Committee. Hormby Road was laid out in plots along its western
edge and new buildings were constructed along this edge by the 1890s,
creating a strong arterial axis in the Fort.

What emerged as a result of this carefully orchestrated urban design
exercise, was a strong north-south axis in the form of Hornby Road,
anchored at the north by the Crawford Market, and the south by the Flora
Fountain, erected in 1869. In fact, this stretch became an integral part of
the city’s ceremonial axis, which took the visitor coming by boat from the
Gateway of India, down to the Victoria railway terminus, on his journey to
the great Indian hinterland.

By 1898, under the public design controls imposed by the City Improvement
Trust, Hornby Road developed as one of the prime urban design statements
in the city. Though the building elevations were conceived and designed
by different architects, as part of the greater urban scheme, each building
was required to have a ground floor pedestrian arcade. This acted as the
unifying element in the design, tying together the various building facades
as one integrated urban streetscape. While the western edge of the road
had an imposing street elevation of magnificent buildings, the eastern
edge retained the older smaller plots and a modest scale reminiscent of
the organic development within the old Fort walls. Thus, Hornby Road
became the most significant arterial road within the city and after
independence, was named affer the great leader Dr. Dadabhai Naoroji.
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Archival image of Dr.Dadabhai Nuoré;}i Road.
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Map of Dadabhai Naoroji Road indicating building names
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W1.
W2.
W3.
W4,
W5.
Wé.
W7,
W8.
Wo.

Oriental Building - (American Express)
Albert Building - (Sidharth College)
Standard Building - (Great Western)

U. N. Pursram

Thomas Cook Building - (Cooks Bldg)

1. N. Petit Institute - (HSEC)

Jeevan Udyog - [Khadi Gram Udyog)
Mac Millan’s Bldg - (Lawrence & Mayc)
Cox Building - (ANZ Grindlays Bank)

W10. Navsari Building - (Bank of Madura)
W11. York Building - (General Assurance)
W12. Canada Building - (L.I.C. Mutual Fund)
W13. Kodak House - (Deutche Bank)

W14. Wheelers Bldg - (State Bank of Indore)

W15
W16
w17
w18

W19.
W20.
W2T.
w22,
W23,

W24,
W25.

W26
W27
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. Taj Building - (Taraporewala Building)

. National Insurance - (Singer Building)

. Kitab Mahal - [Aptech / Central Bank)

. Shreeji Building - (State Bank of Indic)

Hornby Building - (Kataria Opticians)

Khandelwal Building - (Sandhvi Traders)

Sheth Girls High School - (Mahalaxmi)

Esplanade High School - (Kelkar)

Mahendra Building-(Empire Hindu Hotel/
Saraswat Bank)

Mahendra Annexe - (Mc Donald’s)

Capitol Cinema

. Brihan Mumbai Municipal Corporation

. Times of India Building

Ismail Building - (Standard Chartered)
Dariya Building - [Phiroz Dastoor Opt.)
Sailor Building - (Saraswat Co-op Bank)
Bisani Building - (Pundole Art Gallery)
Banaji House - (Dawood Shoes)

Petit Building - (UCO Bank / British Ins)
Dadysett Agiari - (Dinshaw & Sons)
Alice Building - (B.E.S.T. House)
Nawab Building - (Satguru’s)

. Prospect Chambers - (Dharamsi Morarii)
. Bai Pirojbai Dadaboy Vacha Agiari

Kermani Building - (Godfrey Phillips /
Dena Bank)

. Bombay Mutual Life - (Citibank)

E14.
E15.
E16.
E1:
E18.
E19.
E20.
E21.

E22.
. Sadhna Rayon - (Bank of India)
E24,
E25.
E26.

Elphinstone - (Recidency)

Reliance Building - (Meridian Watch Ca)

Kumud House - (Excalibur)

Bilquees Mansion - (Wembley)

Saldahna House - (Remidius)

Saroosh Building - (Light of Asia)

Eruchshaw Building - (Mazda)

Piramal Mansion - (Sohrab House /
Bank of India)

Commissariat Bldg - (Eastern Watch Co)

Handloom House
Badri Mahal
Sir J. 1. Institute - (Parsi Panchayat)

. Mumbai Bank Bhuvan

. Fine Mansion - (Cafe Shaheen)

. BNG House - (Lord Krsna Bank)

. Davar House - [Victoria Saloon)

- Saheb Building - (Central Camera)
. Ravi Building - (Pixtel Computer)

. Bachubhai Building - (B.B. Varkak)
. Deo Kripa - (Narsi Lodge)

. Shreyas Chambers - (Sonica)

. Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus -

(Victoria Terminus)
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