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Remains of brick stupas at cave no. 87 are known as ‘Nirvanavithi’.
This cave comprises of more than 60 memorial stupas of reverent
teachers who once lived at Kanheri

Synoptic document on Heritage in the MMR, Chapter 2
Image Courtesy: Ms. Archana Hande
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	 INTRODUCTION

In order to focus attention on various issues relating to heritage 

conservation in the region, the MMRDA in its meeting held on 30th May, 

1996 approved the proposal to establish the MMR-Heritage 

Conservation Society. Accordingly, the MMR-Heritage Conservation 

Society was registered under the Societies Registration Act, 1860 on 

14th November, 1996 and the Mumbai Public Trust Act, 1950 on 6th 

February, 1997.

The jurisdiction of the Society is the Mumbai Metropolitan Region (MMR) 

area. Project proposals are invited in the format prescribed by the Society 

from local bodies, university, colleges, societies, institutions, voluntary 

organizations, NGOs and intellectual individuals working in the field of 

heritage conservation.

2
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Siddheshwar Mandir and ghat across Patalganga river

Image Courtesy: Envirodesigners Pvt. Ltd.
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76

a) Developing a Data Base for MMR

  • To conduct studies/surveys of buildings, artefacts, struc-

tures and precincts of historical/ aesthetic / architectural / 

cultural value;

  • To undertake systematic listing of heritage buildings and 

precincts as well as identifying the components of natural / 

cultural heritage which needs to be conserved;

  • To compile and store data on heritage, including digital 

database conversion by using advanced techniques such as 

computerized optical image processing;

  • To set up a full-fledged resource centre including library, 

material documentation and photo-documentation centre 

on heritage conservation.

	 OBJECTIVES OF THE SOCIETY

The main objectives of the MMR-Heritage Conservation 

Society are – to promote preservation, conservation, pro-

tection, development and improvement of natural, built and 

related cultural heritage within the area of Mumbai Metro-

politan Region (MMR); and to adopt all means to achieve 

the objects incidental or ancillary to the attainment of the 

main objects including but not restricted to the following:

b) Training, Education and Awareness

  • To encourage the architectural educational institutions 

by undertaking training programmes in heritage conser-

vation & carrying out documentation of heritage buildings 

and precincts in MMR;

  • To organize training programmes for local authorities 

for developing capabilities in undertaking heritage conser-

vation related activities;

  • To sponsor candidates for participating in training cours-

es in India/abroad for architectural students and local au-

thority staff in heritage conservation and related subjects;

  • To publish a journal and organize other publications on 

various aspects related to heritage conservation;

  • To promote awareness about heritage conservation 

movement by educating general public as well as students 

at the school level, by organizing exhibitions/competitions 

on heritage conservation.

c) Providing Financial Assistance to Conservation

  • To finance the programmes for maintenance of heritage 

buildings/precincts/ artefacts;

  • To finance the programmes leading to preservation 

and conservation of natural heritage such as coastal areas, 

lakes, rivers, forests, hills and hill stations etc.;

  • To finance the programmes of preservation and conser-

vation of settlements of cultural and historical significance;

  • To promote networking of various agencies in MMR in-

cluding local historical societies, NGO’s and professionals.

3.

Victoria Terminus Node

Synoptic document on Heritage in the MMR, Chapter 7
Image Courtesy: Ms. Archana Hande
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             OVERVIEW OF SOCIETY’S ACTIVITIES (1996-2017)

During the last 21 years, the MMR-Heritage Conservation Society has 

supported 75 projects, involving survey, documentation, conservation  

guidelines for major heritage buildings and precincts and implementation 

of actual conservation/ restoration of heritage structures and the grant 

approved for these projects was Rs. 7.83 crores. The Society has so far 

released financial assistance of Rs. 6.75 crores for the projects up to 

31/03/2018.

Some of the important projects completed on the following categories are 

listed below:

i. Heritage Listing

ii. Precinct Studies

iii. Conservation and Implementation

iv. Research

v. Outreach and Awareness

4.
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Vasai-Virar Sub Region
Grade I: 44
Grade II: 22
Grade III: 92
Precincts: 12
Total: 170

Greater Mumbai
Grade I: 78
Grade II: 776
Grade III: 804
Precincts: 64
Total: 1722

Navi Mumbai
(Raigad part incl. Uran & 
Panvel)
Grade I: 11
Grade II: 52
Grade III: 55
Precincts: 2
Total: 120

Fountains & Pyaavs
Grade I: 27
Grade II: 17
Grade III: 4
Total: 48

Kalyan
Grade I: 13
Grade II: 52
Grade III: 20
Precincts: 3
Total: 88

Thane City
Grade I: 17
Grade II: 28
Grade III: 36
Precincts: 4
Total: 85

Matheran
Grade II: 139
Grade III: 55
Total: 194

Raigad Urban 
Areas
Grade I: 9
Grade IE: 5
Grade II: 33
Grade IIE: 3
Grade III: 36
Precincts: 7
Total: 93

Raigad Rural 
Areas
Grade I: 32
Grade IE: 17
Grade II: 32
Grade III: 22
Precincts: 6
Total: 109

Thane Urban Areas
Grade I: 7
Grade IE: 4
Grade II: 12
Grade IIE: 15	
Grade III: 21
Total: 56 Ulhasnagar

Urban

Dombivali
Urban Ambernath

Urban

Ambernath
Rural

Kulgaon 
Badlapur
Urban

Kulgaon 
Badlapur
Rural

Bhiwandi
Urban

Vasai-Virar
Rural

Bhiwandi 
Rural

Ambernath 
Rural

Karjat 
Town

Pen 
Town

Alibaug 
Town

Khopoli 
Town

Kalyan 
Rural

Mira Bhayandar
Urban

Navi Mumbai 
Urban

Panvel

Karjat

Khalapur

Uran

Alibaug
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Thane Rural 
Areas
Grade I: 11
Grade IE: 5
Grade II: 10
Grade IIE: 12
Grade III: 8
Total: 46

Corporation Town/Villages I IE IIA IIB IIE III Precincts Total

Mumbai Greater Mumbai 78 0 330 446 0 804 64 1722

Thane-Urban

Thane 1 16 3 25 0 36 4 85

Kalyan-Dombivli 13 1 34 18 3 20 3 92

Mira-Bhayander 4 1 0 2 5 0 0 12

Vasai-Virar 13 31 4 18 56 36 12 170

Ulhasnagar 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bhiwandi-Nizampur 2 0 7 2 0 14 0 25

Navi Mumbai 1 1 1 0 15 0 0 18

Ambernath 1 2 0 1 3 1 0 8

Kulgaon-Badlapur 0 0 0 0 1 6 0 7

Raigad-Urban

Alibaug 5 1 16 3 3 15 2 45

Karjat 0 0 1 0 0 5 2 8

Khopoli 0 0 2 0 0 1 1 4

Matheran 0 0 22 117 0 55 0 194

Panvel 0 6 15 7 0 28 0 56

Pen 4 4 10 1 0 15 2 36

Uran 1 2 9 5 0 27 2 46

Thane-Rural 11 5 9 1 12 8 0 46

Raigad-Rural 34 20 19 22 0 26 5 126

Total 168 90 482 668 98 1097 97 2700

i.  Heritage Listing

The Society has commissioned the review of the existing heritage list of Greater Mumbai and the identifi-

cation of new heritage structures for preparation of new list for the entire MMR.  The Society has identified 

2700 heritage properties which includes 101 precincts.

11Annual Report 2017-18
Map showing the areas considered for Listing projects 



ii.  Precinct Studies

Study and Conservation 
guidelines for Dadar Parsi 
Colony and Khodadad 
Circle Precincts

Action Plan for 
Conservation of Agashi Talav 
Precinct

The Society has under-

taken study and docu-

mentation of 15 heritage 

precincts in MMR. The 

outcome of these studies 

have some times been 

included in the DCR’s.

Four such studies have 

been translated into 

publications. 

Action Plan for 
Conservation 
of Deulwadi 
Precinct

Conservation proposal for the 
Cumballa Hill

Conservation guidelines for 
Mahalakshmi Temple Precinct

Study and documentation of 
Manori, Marve, Aksa, Madh and 

Malvani villages in Mumbai

Action Plan for Heritage 
Conservation & 

Environment Improvement of 
Erangal Precinct  

Preparation of Guidelines for 
Shivaji Park Precinct

Study of Bandra  Precinct

Documentation and study of 
Marine Drive Precinct

Study of Opera House Precinct

Study of Khotachiwadi 
Precinct

Conservation & construction 
guidelines for Mahatar 
Pakhadi Precinct

Action Plan for 
Conservation of Chembur 
Precinct

Delineation, listing & grading 
of the heritage precincts and 
structures of the traditional 
market area in “C” ward limits 
in Mumbai 

Study of Ballard Pier Precinct

Gorai

Manori

Aksa

Erangal
Madh

Malvani
Marve

Mahatar Pakhadi Precinct

The aim of the project was establish collaboration with the residents 

of the precinct for preparing suitable policy guidelines, ensuring wider 

participation in the process. It aimed to update the existing database 

available for the precinct, interpret and analyze the collected data and 

prepare guidelines to facilitate urban transformation in conjunction 

with the existing architectural and urban fabric. 

The precinct was divided in two distinct zones- the Core zone and the 

Buffer zone. Surveys were conducted to map aspects such as open 

spaces and built form pattern, traffic pattern, building heights, use, age, 

condition, ownership, physical transformation. Architectural documen-

tation was undertaken to study architectural features and understand 

the influences and evolution of the typology of houses. The final out-

come- conservation guidelines along with development regulations to 

regulate development and conserve precinct were prepared with par-

ticipation of residents. 
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Funding Street Furniture 
to be put in D. N. Road, 
Fort

Date of Approval: July 2003                     

Project Grant: Rs. 13,21,683/- 

Project duration: two year

Implementation of work 
for restoration of David 
sassoon Library Phase-II

Date of Approval: Nov. 2003                     

Project Grant: Rs. 25,00,000/- 

Project duration: one year

Implementation of Conservation 
process for Bombay Castle 
premises and structure- ( A 
Grade-I Heritage Structure of 
Indian Navy)

Date of Approval: February 2005                     

Project Grant: Rs. 6,50,000/- 

Project duration: six months

Conservation of Ballard 
Bunder Gatehouse at Naval 
Dockyard, Mumbai

Date of Approval: February 2005                     

Project Grant: Rs. 17,82,000/- 

Project duration: six months

iii.  Conservation and Implementation

14 MMR - Heritage Conservation Society

Conservation of Wilson 
College building

Date of Approval: March 2006                     

Project Grant: Rs. 9,50,000/- 

Project duration: two year

Restoration of Convocation 
Hall of University of Mumbai

Date of Approval: March 2006                     

Project Grant: Rs. 25,00,000/- 

Project duration: seven months

Conservation of Matheran 
Hill Station Municipal Coun-
cil’s Meeting Hall

Date of Approval: March 2006                     

Project Grant: Rs. 25,00,000/- 

Project duration: two year

Restoration of CSMVS

Date of Approval: March 2007                     

Project Grant: Rs. 25,00,000/- 

Project duration: eight months

Refurbishment of BJPC 
Institution

Date of Approval: September 2009                    

Project Grant: Rs. 25,00,000/- 

Project duration: two years

Conservation of Durbar 
Hall of the Asiatic Society 
of Mumbai 

Date of Approval: March 2008                     

Project Grant: Rs. 19,41,868/- 

Project duration: one year
15Annual Report 2017-18
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v.  Outreach and Awareness

Society has also funded meetings/Seminars/Conferences about:

- preventive maintenance of Buildings to avoid collapses; 

- A Legend almost forgotten ( http://www.cultureunplugged.com/play/289/A-

-Legend-Almost-Forgotten);

- Re-visioning Mumbai by the Asiatic Society of Mumbai; 

- Development of software on Heritage Information system for 
MMR

- Documentary film on Heritage awareness of Caves in MMR.

- Seminar on Architecture as Social History: Reflections on 
Bombay/Mumbai; 

- International conference of Commonwealth Association of 
Museums titled “Rethinking of Mumbai”; 

- Kalighat Paintings Exhibition; Financial assistance for hosting 
22nd Art History Congress and documentaries on Heritage 
Awareness of Caves in MMR; 

- Mumbai Music: Listening to the Modern City 
(the documentary film ‘Phir Se Samm Pe Aana’ has emerged from this project 
which was premiered at the 19th Mumbai Film Festival in 2017)

17Annual Report 2017-18

iv.  Research: Handbook on designing of Signage and Streetscape on D. N. Road, Fort; Stone Cleaning in the 

context of Architectural conservation in Mumbai; Revitalization and management plan for the forts within MMR, 

Preparation of Nomination for Victorian & Art Deco Ensemble of Mumbai as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Deepmal outside the entrance of Kankeshwar Mandir

Image Courtesy: Envirodesigners Pvt. Ltd.
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No. Name of the building Grade Conserved As is Rebuilt Intervention Demolished Dilapidated Accessible Partially 
Accessible

Inaccessible Remarks

RESIDENTIAL

1 Patil House III Run a 
shop

2 House no. 223 III

3 V P Karmakar’s 
residence & museum

IIB Adaptive 
Reuse

INFRASTRUCTURE

4 Alibaug Fort Complex I

5 Kolgaon Navigation 
Beacon

I

PUBLIC BUILDINGS

6 Shahbaz Primary 
School

III

7 Sasavane 
Primary School

III

RELIGIOUS

8 Devi Mandir, Shahbaz IIB

9 Laxmi Narayan 
Mandir, Shahbaz

IIB

10 Nagoba Mandir IIB

11 Vakratund Mandir 
Complex 

IIB

12 Thal Agar Mandir with 
stepped well

IIB

13 Bene Israeli Cemetary IIB

14 Hessed-El 
Synagogue 

III

15 Amruteshwar Mandir III

5.1	 NEW PROJECT PROPOSALS

During the year 2017-18, the Society received eleven project proposals for funding, which were scrutinized by the 

Sub-Committee of the Society. One proposal is under consideration, on the recommendation of the Sub-Committee, the 

Board of Governors rejected six proposals; and approved the following four project proposals for funding:

(a) “Heritage Signs and Street Furniture for MMR: Phase 1 - Preparation of Design Manual with guidelines for 

        street furniture and signages and design details for a precinct”-                                           by A & A Design Associates, Mumbai

Date of Approval: 27 July 2017                     

Project Grant: Rs. 15,09,600/- 

Project duration: one year

The project aims to create signage/street furniture for the heritage sites in MMR. It aims to create design guideline manual 

for signage/street furniture with sensitivity towards Heritage style, sizes, placement, mounting details, illumination, choic-

es of appropriate materials, and fabrication/construction for further reference for all the ULBs of MMR.

The proponent has completed Stage One of the project- Reconnaissance & Research, which included conducting site 

visits and on-ground work to develop insights on the structures and precincts across all 17 ULBs, detailed study of selected 

precinct for pilot project, synthesis of MMR-HCS database, study of international Heritage Signage and Street furniture 

guidelines and design, literature review etc. The team have made 16 site visits, eight in Thane district and eight in Raigad 

district. The trips were planned on the basis of MMR heritage lists and research publications, with emphasis on different 

typologies- residential, mercantile, religious, forts, jetty, dams, Zila Parishad Schools etc.

 A total amount of Rs. 7,54,800/- has been released so far.

 	 ACTIVITIES DURING THE YEAR 2017-185.

 Sasavane Primary School  Nageshwar Mandir  Thal Agar Mandir with stepped well
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Table showing the heritage structures visited and reviewed by the 
proponent in Alibaug

Table credit: A & A Design Associates



(b) “Heritage Architecture and Community: Documenting community and belonging in Heritage sites” -            
 by Dr. Alka Hingorani, IDC, IIT Mumbai

Date of Approval: July, 2017                     

Project Grant: Rs. 11,00,000/- 

Project duration: Seven months

The proponent aims to study the historical sites in Mumbai to understand the impact that the heritage nature of the 

location has on the people. The project aims to investigate the influence of heritage structures and localities on the 

communities and their everyday lives and vice versa.  The scope of work consists of secondary research, primary research 

through ethnographic interviews etc and the outcome of the project includes two micro documentaries and two essays. 

Banganga and Mahatar Pakhadi are the two sites selected for documentation.

The proponent has shared two excerpts from the documentary on Banganga. The team has started work on the second site 

and aims to complete the project by July 2018. A total amount of Rs. 6,23,750/- has been released so far.
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(c) “Heritage Education: What, Why & How”-               by Mr. Prashant Mahajan, Somaiyya Vidyavihar

Date of Approval: July, 2017                     

Project Grant: Rs. 10,14,000/- 

Project duration: one year

The project aims to increase heritage literacy and awareness through a site-based experiential learning programme, aimed 

at children, especially economically underprivileged youth from the age group 11-15 years. It is envisaged in three phases. 

Phase 1- Heritage Education workshop is a three day interactive training for teachers. It will include a field visit on day-2, 

on one of the heritage precincts, to create lesson plans based on the historic site. On day-3, these lesson plans will be re-

viewed and refined and implemented in Phase 2- Experimental Phase. In this phase, teachers will conduct workshops for 

their respective school students based on the lesson plans prepared during Phase 1. Written feedback will be obtained 

from students to further improve the course. In Phase 3, two meetings will be conducted to review the process of designing 

and implementing the lesson plans. 

An advance amount of Rs. 3,04,200/- being the first installment, has been released so far and the first stage of the project 

is yet to be reviewed.

(d) “The Heritage Handbook- Mumbai Island City”-                                                              by Nisha Nair, People Place Project LLP, Mumbai

 Date of Approval: February 2018                     

Project grant: Rs. 2,51,000/- 

Project duration: Eight months

The project is conceived and designed to be a handbook of around 50 pages, for an explorer of heritage. It will be an ex-

haustive and comprehensive heritage guide as an addition to the existing maps created by the MMR-HCS. The proponent 

will begin with a single booklet of the Fort area, as a pilot project. However, the project is conceived as a series of booklets 

accompanying the existing maps and future maps to be conceived, thus creating a set. The curation will be sub-precinct 

wise, culminating in four walks/trails as indicated in the maps. It will cover the heritage not only on trail routes but also in 

the vicinity. Thus, the Handbook will be complete with help of write-ups/narratives about the buildings, with illustrations 

and the map.

The approval of the project has been intimated to the project proponent with a request to submit ‘Letter of Agreement’ 

and ‘Bank Guarantee’. The ‘Letter of Agreement’ and ‘Bank Guarantee’ are awaited.
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5.2	 ON-GOING PROJECTS

The Board of Governors / Sub-Committee of the Society reviewed the progress reports of the following on-going 
projects:

(a) “Forgotten Gods and Deserted Strongholds – A Case Study of Europeans/Colonial Archaeology in  the dis
     tricts of Thane, Mumbai and Mumbai Suburban Districts with a part of Raigad District, especially Uran and 
       Alibaug Talukas (1498-1818)”-                                                                                                    by Shri. Mayur Thakare

Date of Approval: August, 2013           

Grant: 4.75 Lakh           

Project duration: one year

The project aims to document the archaeological sites pertaining to Indo-European sites, all Portuguese and British sites in 

the category of Defensive/Religious/Civil in the districts of thane, Mumbai Sub-urban and Raigad, falling in the time brack-

et of 1498-1818 AD, to document important sites/monuments pertaining to regional power too, which had witnessed 

significant events during their relations with Portuguese and British.

A total of 105 sites were identified. The proponent has 

submitted a report with documentation of 69 of these 

rare and previously undocumented sites. The typology of 

sites documented includes Portuguese watch towers, out-

posts, step-wells, church complexes, fortified mansions, 

bastions- circular, square, pentagonal, fragments of fort 

walls, fortress etc. Since, they have not been identified so 

far, they are in neglected and dilapidated condition and re-

quire immediate attention.

Documentation is ongoing for the remaining 36 sites. 

Considering the time and effort put in by the proponent 

and the pioneer work of identification of these rare sites, 

the Sub-Committee approved an additional grant of Rs. 

1,75,000/- , which is to be released on submission of final 

report comprising a documentation of all 105 sites. A total 

amount of Rs. 2,40,000/- has been released till 31st March 

2018. The final report is awaited.

 Fortified Residence, Madh Island

 Shell Bath, Vasai Fort
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(b) “Dissemination projects initiated by the MMR-HCS on consultancy basis”

The Board of Governors in its meeting held on 11th February, 2013 approved the following dissemination projects initiated 

by the MMR-Heritage Conservation Society on consultancy basis and the appointment of the consultants and the consul-

tancy fees payable (excluding service tax) shown against them:

Sr. No. Name of the project Name of the Consultant Amount of consultancy fee(Rs.)

1 Developing Heritage Circuit Maps in 
the MMR (Task-I)

(a) Envirodesigners Pvt. Ltd. 5 lakh

2 Developing a Synoptic Document of 
Heritage in the MMR from the exist-
ing studies

Adarkar Associates 12 lakh

3 Compilation of Case Studies on Con-
servation projects in the MMR

Envirodesigners Pvt. Ltd. 8 lakh
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1.      Developing Heritage Circuit Maps in the MMR

The objective of this task is to identify and delineate five her-

itage routes across MMR from within the existing list of Heri-

tage Buildings and Precincts, along with preparation of A1 size 

foldout circuit maps, printed on both sides with drawings, pho-

tographs and descriptions of sites etc. The documentation has 

to include various related aspects of the routes like transport, 

history, important features, infrastructure, important aspects 

related to heritage, complementary cultural heritage aspects 

(food, music etc) and promotion strategy.

Task 1:    By Envirodesigners Pvt. Ltd.
Heritage circuit maps have been prepared for five sites – 1) Ma-

theran Hill Circuit 2) Ulhas River & Archaeological Sites Circuit 

3) Alibaug and Pen Town 4) Fort Precinct of Mumbai 5) C – Ward 

of Mumbai. The final maps were reviewed by the Board of Gov-

ernors and the work was found satisfactory. The final maps are 

to be printed for dissemination. A total amount of Rs. 5,35,315/- 

(including service tax) has been released.  
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Maharshi Karve road (South of Eros Cinema) opposite Oval Maidan.
And Nepean sea Art Deco building

Synoptic document on Heritage in the MMR, Chapter 8
Image Courtesy: Ms. Archana Hande
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2.       Developing a Synoptic Document of Heritage in the      

MMR from the existing studies-          by Adarkar Associates

The objective of the task is to develop a synoptic document 

from all the previous studies of identification and listing of 

heritage sites in the various parts of MMR towards:

a) Building comprehensive understanding of heritage sites 

in the MMR 

b) Developing a history of the region through its built form

 

Over the course of the year, the consultant presented the 

draft of the final eight chapters of the Synoptic document. 

These chapters were reviewed by the Sub-Committee 

and the Consultant was suggested some revisions regard-

ing the graphic design  of the manuscript, to make it more 

coherent and legible. The final manuscript   incorporating 

these comments and suggestions is awaited. 

A total amount of Rs. 10,24,896 (including service tax) has 

been released. The remaining amount of Rs. 2 Lakhs out 

of the earlier approved additional amount of Rs. 4 Lakhs 

is due to be released subject to receipt of the final draft of 

the Synoptic document by the Consultant.
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 Karve Wada  Ballard Bunder Gatehouse

 David Sassoon Clock Tower  Raut Bungalow  Shiv Mandir

3.      Compilation of Case Studies on Conservation 

projects in the MMR-                 

 by Envirodesigners Pvt. Ltd.

The objective of this project is to develop a manuscript 

of compilations of minimum 20 case studies of 

Heritage Conservation in MMR.

The Consultant presented the draft of the final 

manuscript to the Sub-Committee. The Sub-Committee 

reviewed the same and gave suggestions to improve the 

content and graphic design to make it print ready. Based 

on the Sub-Committee’s observations and comments, 

the consultant is reworking both the content and graph-

ic design of the book.  A total amount of Rs. 7,22,528/- 

has been released. The final draft manuscript of the 

Compilation of Case Studies on Conservation Projects 

in MMR is awaited. 

 Gloria Church  Bhau Daji Lad Museum

 Khada Parsi

 Sugwekar Wada  Khoja Sanatorium
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(c) “Documentation of Caves in MMR”-                                                                
      by Sathaye College, Mumbai

Date of Approval: March, 2015           

Grant: Rs 10. 714 Lakh           

Project duration: Two year

MMR region has around 200 caves, a few of which are recently dicovered and have not been documented. Existing studies 

are often not comprehensive and a holistic approach to documentation is missing. The project proposes to document the 

newly discovered caves and related sites by making plans, sections and elevations for study and for better understanding 

of its architecture.

The proponent aimed to compile scattered information systematically with a holistic approach and even study the cultural 

context as reflected through the archaeological sources, monuments and oral traditions whilst providing analytical notes. 

The publication is envisaged as the final output, which will benefit not only the common man but it benefit scholars working 

in the field of archaeology, art history, epigraphy, iconography etc. 

The final stage of the project is ongoing. Out of 11 cave complexes originally envisaged to be documented, two cave com-

plexes could not be documented, due to difficulty experienced in accessing them. Draft reports have been submitted for 

six cave complexes. Final report on Brahmanical caves and draft reports on major and minor Buddhist caves was discussed 

in the meeting of the Sub-Committee. The Sub-Committee gave suggestions towards maintaining consistency in drawings; 

using a standard format, constant rendering style etc. The work on Kanheri and Kothaligad caves is underway.

A total amount of Rs. 8,57,120/- has been released so far. The final project report is awaited.

Sculptural Panel of Ardhanareeswara at Elephanta Caves

Image Courtesy: Dr. Suraj Pandit
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(d) “Research on Theatrical backdrops, 1901-1960: A succinct survey”-

 by Niteeka Archival Research Infotech Pvt. Ltd.

Date of Approval: March, 2016          

Grant: Rs 5 Lakh          

Duration: 9 months

The subject matter of the project has not been studied in detail earlier. The 

main objective of this project is to identify, research and analyze the art in-

volved in Marathi theatrical backdrops; to enumerate the various artists in-

volved with production of theatrical backdrops and finally to formulate a cof-

fee-table book for publication. The artists and the art of creating theatrical 

backdrops have not been brought into the public domain. Due to the onset of 

modernity in drama and its practices, the use of backdrops diminished render-

ing the art and artistry of its practice to oblivion.  

The proponent has submitted the draft of five chapters of the project. The 

chapters had been reviewed by the Society’s Office and the proponent was 

suggested to detail out the chapter ‘Scientific documentation’ to analysis of 

techniques of late Mr. V. V. Divkar. 

A total amount of Rs. 4,00,000/- has been released so far. The final project re-

port is awaited.

Practice sketch of late Mr. V.V. Divkar

Image Courtesy: Dr. Amol Divkar
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(e) “Development of Heritage Information System for MMR- HCS”- 

      by Convergence IT Services Pvt. Ltd., Mumbai

Date of Approval: September 2015          

Consultancy fee: Rs 62,000/-  (plus service tax)        

Duration: 3 months

The Society had proposed to develop a system on the web platform, where the data is to be spatially located on a map. The 

objective of the project is to develop and deploy software for heritage information system, which will facilitate the tasks of 

digitization, cataloguing, management and disseminate the information of heritage monuments, which have been 

identified and listed by the MMR-HCS. The database includes a list of heritage structures and precincts along with details 

on its historical, cultural, physical signficance etc. 

The first installment for the project has been released and work on creating the Heritage Information System with data on 

all the 2678 heritage structures/properties in MMR is underway and is hoped to be completed by August 2018.
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5.3	 CONCLUDED PROJECTS

In addition to above new and on-going projects, the Board of Governors/Sub-Committee of the Society also reviewed the 

final report of the following project.

“Developing Heritage Circuit Maps of the MMR- (Task-II)”-                                     by Rachana Sansad’s Urban Design Cell, Mumbai

Five heritage circuit maps were prepared for:  

1) Western Suburbs 2) Island City E-Ward 3) Vasai-Virar Sub Region 4) Thane City 5) Kalyan City, 

which were reviewed and approved by the Sub-Committee.  The format of the maps was redesigned by the graphic 

designer  Ms. Nisha Nair, People Place Project, who was paid a consultancy fees of Rs. 80,000/-. The revised format was 

approved by the Board of Governors for printing. The final approved maps have been printed and are ready to be dissem-

inated pending their formal release.                 

Central Island city stands in a flux between the residential north and 
commercial south. The area is a cultural panorama of locals and 
native settlers alike. Traces of the Parsi and Jewish heritage can be 
easily mapped in this heart of the city. The area is rich in natural 
heritage too with Vermata Jijabai Bhosale Udyan which is a 
botanical gardem, Zoo and a heritage area  forming the anchor 
space . The most popular lung of the island city attracts many for its 
beauty and serenity.

This coast to coast slice of the city is rich in architectural character 
with the native settlement of Mahatar Pakhadi. 

Other handouts include:
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MILLS AND CHAWLS OF 
LOWER PAREL
DISTANCE....................3 Kms
(Start: Worli Naka & Finish: Phoenix Mills, 
Nearest Station: Lower Parel, Western Line)

TIME TAKEN.........................1 Hr

DIFFICULTY LEVEL......................Easy

ATTRACTIONS COVERED............Worli 
Naka, Surji Vallabbhdas Chawl, Banatwala 
Chawl, Safibai Chawl, BDD Chawls, 
Poonawala Chawl, Mariam Mansion, Jodia 
Mansion, Rustom Building, Phoenix Mills

BUS ROUTES........AS-2,3,4,7,9,74,75,76 
AC, 28, 33,37, 44, 50, 55, 57, 80 to 89, 124, 
125, 164 – 172,  166, 177, 385, 521

Mills & Chawls of Lower 
Parel
Experience the spirit of a traditional industrial 
neighbourhood dotted with textile mills. Being the 
historical textile hub of the city, this stretch has its 
cohesive urban forms naturally integrated with the 
routine activities. This kind of organic growth is 
indeed a complete contrast to the grid planning tradi-
tion practiced in colonial cities.  

The Cotton boom of the 1860’s resulted in the establishment of 
textile mills.’The Mills and Chawls’ is a classic example of the 
amalgamation of industrial and residential activities within the 
core of the settlement.
Located within wooded areas, the mills are vernacular style 
structures in brick masonry. A typical mill premise consists of a 
cluster of buildings, a tall chimney constructed in brick masonry 
and a pond. The chimney forms the most prominent structure in 
the premises with very less ornamentation.
As a response to the flow of migrant workers from hinterlands a 
new pattern of room arrangement was evolved, called the ‘Chawl’ 
typology - a cluster of one room accommodations (locally called 
‘Kholis’) with common toilets in 2-5 storied buildings. 
The BDD chawl has buildings in a line integrally planned with 
open spaces and recreational grounds around community 
spaces. Plain facades, flat roofs constructed in concrete, cornice 
band at every floor level and clearly demarcated staircase bay are 
some of the features of the chawl. The other chawls are low-rise 
structures with rear open spaces, balconies with plain wooden 
railings and cornice bands at all levels.

SALVATION ARMY PRECINCT WALK

DISTANCE....................2.5 Kms 

(Start: Mumbai Central Station & Finish: Mumbai 

Central Station)
TIME TAKEN.........................1 Hr.DIFFICULTY LEVEL......................Easy

ATTRACTIONS COVERED..................Mumbai 

Central Station, Noor House, Methodist School, 

St.Joseph Home & Nursey, Salvation Army Premis-

es,St.Andrews School & Church, Magen Hassidim 

Synagogue, Agripada Police Station, Murzban Colony 

& Maratha Mandir
BUS ROUTES.................30 Ltd, 48, 61, 63, 64, 66, 

67, 70, 74, 76, 82, 91 Ltd., 124, 125, 126 156, 166, 351 

& 357

Salvation Army Premises

Murzb
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Bishops House

Salvation Army 
Area Walk                    
A walk through the culturally rich and vibrant lanes of 
Agripada neighbourhood.... Capture the splendour of 
schools, organizations of social concern, mosques, 
churches, synagogues and cinema halls.

This walk takes one through a range of residential, institutional, 
public and religious buildings. The precinct demonstrates the 
peaceful coexistence of different communities like the Jews, 
Muslims, Christians and Hindus and exhibits a variety of 
architectural styles. 
The Salvation Army premises has modest vernacular buildings 
with stark facades, sloping roof, rectangular and arched 
openings and balconies with wooden railings constructed in a 
neighbourhood inhabited by Jews. The St.Josephs Home and 
Nursery and Agripada Police station are low rise structures in 
vernacular style with large open spaces between individual 
blocks. The Magen Hassidim Synagogue, one of the main 
Synagogues in the city, distinctly differs from the rest of the 
structures in its architecture. A fusion of neoclassical and art 
deco styles can be observed in its facade. 
Capture the traits of a clustered settlement in the E Ward, ‘the 
Murzaban colony’, a colony of Zoroastrian (Parsi) community 
with structures constructed in vernacular style displaying 
neoclassical elements like segmental equilateral point arched 
windows etc. 

Mahatar Pakhadi

Magen D
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MAZGAON URBAN VILLAGE WALK
DISTANCE...........3.5 Kms (Start: Bhau Daji Lad Museum & Finish: Byculla 
Station or Vice Versa)
TIME TAKEN.........................2 Hrs.DIFFICULTY LEVEL......................ModerateATTRACTIONS COVERED..........................Sr,Bhau 

Daji Lad Museum, Byculla Station, Gloria Church, 
Mazgaon Benne Israeli Cemetery, Mahatar Pakhadi 
Precinct (Separate trail ), Jerbai Baug, Byculla Police 
Station, St.Annes Church, Khada Parsi, Byculla 
Station
BUS ROUTES..........1, 3, 5,  6 Ltd., 7 Ltd, 8 Ltd, 9, 11 
Ltd, 15, 18, 19 Ltd, 21 Ltd, 22 Ltd, 25 Ltd, 50, 51, 60, 
64, 67, 69, 126, 134, 168, 506 Ltd & 134

Mazgaon Urban Village 
Walk 
Mazgaon, the native part of the Island city is a 
treasure trove of culture and history. Get a glimpse 
of the glory of the city’s architectural history by 
discovering the unexplored east side of the city!! 

One of the seven islands of Mumbai, Mazgaon was historically 
the hub of heavy commercial activity. It was originally part of 
the residential hubs used by colonial rulers. A diverse range of 
architectural styles with gothic spires, domes, hipped roofs and 
minarets adorn this stretch. The walk takes one through Love 
Lane with colonial structures on both sides to the Mahatar 
Pakhadi (hamlet) which is a precinct of the Catholic East Indian 
Community. The Portuguese influence is conspicuous in the 
low rise houses, wooden stair cases, balconies and open 
verandas of the village.  
Resembling an old Chinese house, the Chinese temple ‘Kwan 
Tai Shek’, is off Mahatar Pakhadi Road near the Dockyard 
station. The temple stands out because of its antique door and 
splashes of bright red and green. The Mazgaon Urban Village 
Walk throws light into the organic nature of a traditional colonial 
settlement of the city with dwellings and multifunctional 
spaces.  

Mazgaon Urban Village Walk
Mahatar Pakhadi Trail
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	 TRAINING AND AWARENESS PROGRAMMES

“Capacity Development Programme in Built Heritage Studies & Conservation”  

-In collaboration with Sir. J.J. College of Architecture & Chhatrapati Maharaj Vastu Sangrahalaya (CSMVS)

The MMR-HCS, in collaboration with Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Vastu Sangrahalaya (CSMVS) and Sir J.J. College of

Architecture (JJCOA), has been supporting a year-long diploma course on ‘Built Heritage Studies and Conservation’, for 

the past 5 years (2013-2018).  The total budget outlay for the capacity development programme was Rs 1 crore 

considering budgetary support of Rs. 20 Lakh for each year. Since its commencement in 2013, the programme has 

attracted participants from different states across India. Over the last five years, the programme has attracted 218 

participants from 10 different states, with the majority from Maharashtra.Since the inception, the programme has invited 

53 experts from 12 cities coming from diverse backgrounds.  

Inaugurated in August 2013, the 5th Capacity Development Programme for the academic year 2017-18 was successfully 

concluded in February 2018. Five different courses conducted through week long modules covered during the year 

2017-18 are as follows:

Module
No.

Module Name Module
Coordinator

Dates Venue Participant no.

I Structural Conservation, Retrofit & 
Maintenance

Dr. Arun Menon July 17 – 21, 2017 Sir J. J.  College 
of Architecture

32

II Materials Conservation I: Lime 
Plaster, Stucco and Stone

Mr. Anupam Sah Sept 11 - 15, 2017 Sir J. J.  College 
of Architecture

36

III Materials Conservation II: Wood, 
Metal, Glass and Ceramics

Mr. Anupam Sah Nov 13 – 17, 2017 CSMVS 36

IV Conservation Project Management Ms. Kirtida Unwalla Jan 15 – 19, 2018 Sir J. J.  College 
of Architecture

24

V Urban Conservation & Enabling 
Environment

Mr. Pankaj Joshi Feb 12 – 16, 2018 Sir J. J.  College 
of Architecture

23

6.
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	 PUBLICATIONS

Periodically, the MMR-HCS has been publishing reports, users’ manual and hand-books based on material and data gener-

ated from the documentation process as well as evaluation and formulation of the guidelines. These publications have of-

ten been in English, though attempts have been made to translate in local languages where relevant and they are profusely 

illustrated in order to make them more widely.

The following publications are available with the Society at nominal prices:

• Design handbook for the provision of heritage sensitive street furniture and 

signage for D. N. Road streetscape 

– Ms. Abha N. Lambah, Mumbai.

• Conservation Guidelines for Opera House Precinct 

– Ms. Sandhya Savant, Mumbai.

• Stone cleaning in the context of architectural 

conservation in Mumbai – A.C.C. Ltd., Mumbai.

• Conservation Guidelines for Khotachiwadi 

– Academy of Architecture. (English & Marathi)

7.
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	 FUNDS

During the year 2017-18, the Society had received Rs. 62,58,814/- by way of interest from the investment of interest free 

loan and surplus funds and an amount of Rs. 52,83,044/- was released as grant to the approved project and administrative 

expenses.

Statement showing year-wise income, grant released and number of projects completed

7. FUNDS 
 
During the year 2017-18, the Society had received Rs. 61,97,965/- by way of 
interest from the investment of interest free loan and surplus funds and an 
amount of Rs. 52,63,044/- was released as grant to the approved project and 
administrative expenses. 
Statement showing year-wise income, grant released and number of 
projects completed.  
 

Sr. 
No. 

Year 
 

Total 
Income 

(Rs.) 

Expenditure 
No. of 

Projects 
Completed 

On Projects 

(Rs.) 

Administrative 

(Rs.) 

Total 

(Rs.) 

1 1998-1999 86,85,413 4,68,090 1,65,482 6,33,572 --- 

2 1999-2000 49,08,498 7,95,283 1,49,698 9,44,981 1 

3 2000-2001 66,47,297 11,63,322 2,98,486 14,61,808 6 

4 2001-2002 50,89,228 10,97,895 6,74,705 17,72,600 6 

5 2002-2003 64,29,589 21,15,484 7,54,091 28,69,575 1 

6 2003-2004 66,98,993 30,02,704 7,32,974 37,35,678 4 

7 2004-2005 49,37,066 46,44,322 7,49,632 53,93,954 1 

8 2005-2006 51,18,943 53,54,708 6,32,968 59,87,676 3 

9 2006-2007 63,54,183 50,87,786 6,83,970 57,71,756 8 

10 2007-2008 88,93,315 48,27,000 8,75.655 57,02,655 5 

11 2008-2009 83,10,462 18,98,000 9,17,919 28,15,919 3 

12 2009-2010   8,32,334 62,51,110 9,15,037 71,66,147 3 

13 2010-2011 90,54,164  59,85,478     15,19,938 75,05,416  --- 

14 2011-2012 75,49,563 47,30,668     13,55,994 60,86,662 2 

15 2012-2013 91,15,034 60,18,499 14,69,496 74,87,995 3 

16 2013-2014 85,01,648 88,23,232 13,49,365 1.01,72,597 7 

17 2014-2015 82,68,724 40,40,789 15,41,540 55,82,329 4 

18 2015-2016 79,85,910 21,18,595 22,12,858 43,31,453 1 

19 2016-2017 74,87,635 48,66,681 18,66,941 67,33,622 3 

20 2017-2018 62,58,814 33,73,008 19,10,036 52,83,044 1 

 
                  MUMBAI METROPOLITAN REGION – HERITAGE CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
       6th Floor, New MMRDA Building, Bandra-Kurla Complex, Bandra (East), Mumbai - 400 051 

                        Tel.: 2659 1267   Fax: 2659 1266 / 2659 1264 
        Email: mmrhcseis@gmail.com | Website: www.mmrhcs.org.in 
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	 AUDITED ANNUAL ACCOUNTS OF THE MMR-HCS FOR THE YEAR 2017-189.
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