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2. INTRODUCTION

In order to focus attention on various issues relating to heritage 
conservation in the region, the MMRDA in its meeting held on 30th 
May, 1996 approved the proposal to establish the MMR-Heritage 
Conservation Society. Accordingly, the MMR-Heritage Conservation 
Society was registered under the Societies Registration Act, 1860 
on 14th November, 1996 and the Mumbai Public Trust Act, 1950 on 
6th February, 1997.

3. OBJECTIVES OF THE SOCIETY

The main objectives of the MMR-Heritage Conservation Society 
are – to promote preservation, conservation, protection, develop-
ment and improvement of natural, built and related cultural heri-
tage within the area of Mumbai Metropolitan Region (MMR); and 
to adopt all means to achieve the objects incidental or ancillary to 
the attainment of the main objects including but not restricted to the 
following:

a) Developing a Data Base for Mumbai Metropolitan Region:

 • To conduct studies/surveys of buildings, artefacts, structures and 
precincts of historical/ aesthetic / architectural / cultural value;

 • To undertake systematic listing of heritage buildings and pre-
cincts as well as identifying the components of natural / cultural 
heritage which needs to be conserved;

 • To compile and store data on heritage, including digital data-
base conversion by using advanced techniques such as computer-
ized optical image processing;

  • To  set up a full-fledged resource centre including library, ma-
terial documentation and photo-documentation centre on heritage 
conservation.
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b) Training, Education and Awareness:

 • To encourage the architectural educational institutions by undertak-
ing training programmes in heritage conservation & carrying out docu-
mentation of heritage buildings and precincts in MMR;

 • To organize training programmes for local authorities for developing 
capabilities in undertaking heritage conservation related activities;

 • To sponsor candidates for participating in training courses in India/
abroad for architectural students and local authority staff in heritage 
conservation and related subjects;

 •To publish a journal and organize other publications on various as-
pects related to heritage conservation;

 • To promote awareness about heritage conservation movement by 
educating general public as well as students at the school level, by or-
ganizing exhibitions/competitions on heritage conservation.

c) Providing Financial Assistance to Conservation:

  • To finance the programmes for maintenance of heritage buildings/
precincts/ artefacts;

  • To finance the programmes leading to preservation and conservation 
of natural heritage such as coastal areas, lakes, rivers, forests, hills and 
hill stations etc.;

  • To finance the programmes of preservation and conservation of set-
tlements of cultural and historical significance;

 • To promote networking of various agencies in MMR including local 
historical societies, NGO’s and professionals.

The Jurisdiction of the Society is the Mumbai Metropolitan Region (MMR) 
area. Project proposals are invited in the format prescribed by the So-
ciety from Local bodies, University, Colleges, Societies, Institutions, Vol-
untary Organizations, NGOs and intellectual individuals working in the 
field of heritage conservation.
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4.  OVERVIEW OF SOCIETY’S ACTIVITIES

During the last 20 years, the MMR-Heritage Conservation Society has supported 71 projects, involving survey, 
documentation, guidelines for major heritage buildings and precincts and implementation of actual conserva-
tion/ restoration of heritage structures and the grant approved for these projects was Rs. 7.45 crores.
Some of the important projects completed are:

 1. Heritage Listing: Guidelines for heritage buildings in Thane, Kalyan, Matheran and Navi Mumbai Notified 
area; Comprehensive Listing and Grading of Heritage Structures and Precincts in Greater Mumbai; Documen-
tation and Conservation Guidelines for Heritage Buildings and Precincts in Vasai-Virar Sub-Region; Listing and 
Conservation Plan for Fountains and Pyaavs in the City of Mumbai; Listing and Grading of heritage buildings 
and precincts in Urban and Rural areas of Thane and Raigad districts in MMR.

 2. Precinct Studies: Study and Conservation guidelines for Dadar Parsi colony and Khodadad Circle Pre-
cincts; Khotachiwadi Precinct; Ballard Pier Precinct; Matheran precinct; Bandra Precinct; Opera House Precinct; 
Marine Drive Precinct; Cumballa Hill Precinct; Mahatar Pakhadi Precinct; Mahalakshmi Temple precinct; Shivaji 
park Heritage Precinct, Preparation of Action plan for Conservation of Erangal village Precicnt; Chembur Pre-
cinct; Deulwadi Precinct; Agashi Talao Precinct.

 3. Conservation and Implementation: Conservation of Ballard Bunder Gate house and Bombay Castle wall 
located at Naval Dockyard, Convocation Hall of Mumbai University, Meeting Hall of Matheran Hill Station 
Municipal Council, Wilson College, David Sassoon Library, Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Vastu Sangrahalaya 
(CSMVS), refurbishment of BJPC Institution and upgradation work at the Durbar Hall of Asiatic Society.

 4. Research: Revitalization and management plan for the forts within MMR, Preparation of Nomination for 
Victorian & Art Deco Ensemble of Mumbai as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

 5. Outreach and Awareness: Society has also funded meetings/Seminars/Conferences about preventive 
maintenance of Buildings to avoid collapses; Re-visioning Mumbai by the Asiatic Society of Mumbai; Seminar 
on Architecture as Social History: Reflections on Bombay/Mumbai; International conference of Commonwealth 
Association of Museums titled “Rethinking of Mumbai”; Kalighat Paintings Exhibition; Financial assistance for 
hosting 22nd Art History Congress and documentaries on Heritage Awareness of Caves in MMR; A Legend 
almost forgotten; Mumbai Music: Listening to the Modern City.

The Society has so far released financial assistance of Rs. 6.49 crores for the projects up to 31/03/2017.

5.1 NEW PROJECT PROPOSALS

During the year 2016-17, the Society received eleven project proposals for funding, which were scrutinized 
by the Sub-Committee of the Society. Four proposals are under consideration, on the recommendation of the 
Sub-Committee, the Board of Governors rejected six proposals; and approved the following one project pro-
posal for funding:

(a) “Migration of hosting and maintenance of website of MMR–HCS from C-DAC, Pune” 
    Convergence IT Services 

Date of Approval: September, 2016           Consultancy Fee: Rs. 1,29,375/-           Project duration: one year

C-DAC, Pune was awarded the project for the initial hosting charges of Rs. 5 Lakh plus taxes for the subse-
quent year and hosting and maintenance cost of Rs. 2.5 Lakh plus taxes as applicable for the subsequent five 
years.

The C-DAC, Pune had developed the MMR-HCS website and the five years contract for hosting and mainte-
nance awarded to C-DAC expired in March 2016. C-DAC requested the release of final installation and also 
sent a new quotation amounting to Rs. 3 Lakh per year plus taxes as applicable for hosting and maintenance 
of website. As the fees for hosting and maintenance of website quoted by C-DAC Pune was found expensive, 
the said work was awarded to Convergence IT Services Pvt. Ltd., Mumbai in July 2016, after inviting quota-
tions.

In the meeting of the Board of Governors, held on 24th March 2017, the project consultant presented the web-
site live. Thereafter, the Board of Governors approved the conclusion of the project. C-DAC had sent all the 
backup data of MMR-HCS website and Heritage Information System, duly organized in five DVD’s and the last 
installment of the project was released.

5.  ACTIVITIES DURING THE YEAR 2016-17
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5.2 ON-GOING PROJECTS

The Board of Governors / Sub-Committee of the Society reviewed the progress reports of the following 
on-going projects:

(a) “Forgotten Gods and Deserted Strongholds – A Case Study of Europeans/Colonial Archaeology in  the 
districts of Thane, Mumbai and Mumbai Suburban Districts with a part of Raigad District, especially Uran 
and Alibaug Talukas (1498-1818)”                                                                                                   Shri. Mayur Thakare

Date of Approval: August, 2013           Grant: 4.75 Lakh           Project duration: one year

The proponent proposes to document the archaeological sites pertaining to document Indo-European sites, 
all Portuguese and British sites in the category of Defensive/Religious/Civil in the districts of thane, Mumbai 
Sub-Urban and Raigad, falling in the time bracket of 1498-1818 AD, to document important sites/monuments 
pertaining to regional power too, which had witnessed significant events during their relations with Portuguese 
and British.

A total of 105 sites were identified. The proponent has submitted a report with documentation of 55 of these 
rare and previously undocumented sites. The typology of sites documented includes Portuguese watch towers, 
outposts, step-wells, church complexes, fortified mansions, bastions- circular, square, pentagonal, fragments of 
fort walls, fortress etc. Since, they have not been identified so far, they are in neglected and dilapidated con-
dition and require immediate attention.

Documentation is ongoing for the remaining 50 sites. Considering the time and effort put in by the proponent 
and the pioneer work of identification of these rare sites, the Sub-Committee has approved an additional pay-
ment of Rs. 1,75,000/- , which is to released on submission of final report comprising a documentation of 105 
sites. A total amount of Rs. 2,40,000/- has been released till 31st March 2017. Final report is awaited.

(b) “Dissemination projects initiated by the MMR-HCS on consultancy basis”

The Board of Governors in its meeting held on 11th February, 2013 approved the following dissemination 
projects initiated by the MMR-Heritage Conservation Society on consultancy basis and the appointment of the 
consultants and the consultancy fees (excluding service tax) shown against them:

Sr. No. Name of the project Name of the Consultant Amount of consultancy fee(Rs.)

1 Developing Heritage Circuit Maps 
in the MMR

(a) Envirodesigners Pvt. Ltd.

(b) Rachana Sansad’s Urban 
Design Cell

5 lakh

5 lakh

2 Developing a Synoptic Document 
of Heritage in the MMR from the 
existing studies

Adarkar Associates 12 lakh

3 Compilation of Case Studies on 
Conservation projects in the MMR.

Envirodesigners Pvt. Ltd. 8 lakh
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Tourist Information Centres
India Tourism,Mumbai{Govt Of India}
123,M.Karve Road, Opp. Churchgate

Phone- +91-22-22033144/45
 Fax- +91-22-22014496

@ - itgmumbai@gmail.com
(w) - www.incredibleindia.org

Important Numbers
Ambulance                   102
Police                            100
Fire Brigade                  101
Railway Enquiry            139
Airport Domestic         +91-22-22881969
Airport International    +91-22-66850222
Nanavati Hospital        +91-22-26267500
LT Hospital (Sion)       +91-22-26455888
Foreinger's Regional
Regn. Office                +91-22-22621169

MUMBADEVI - KALBADEVI: THE NATIVE TOWN
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Hand-drawn carts, narrow lanes with old structures, sounds of azaan from mosques and devotional
songs from temples reflecting the diverse population of this native town that almost never sleeps. Hindu
residential wadis's, baug's and dharamshala's on the west gradually merge into commercial areas
forming the central core which further merge into Muslim mohalla's, baug's and musafirkhana's. These
then integrate into godowns and transport offices further eastwards towards the docks. Informal bazaars
and formal markets; street vendors and multi-storey jewelry plazas sit cheek and jowl almost
commanding the same respect; the Indian democracy at its best.

Barring a few 'redeveloped' high-rises, the original business district is a low rise, dense, mixed use urban
fabric. Multi religious (Hindu, Jain, Muslim, Parsi & Jews), multi cultural (Gujrati, Marathi, Marwadi,
Memons, Khojas, Bohra, AgaKhani, Bengali and many more) and multi lingual the area is a treasure of
tangible and intangible heritage reflecting the essence of Mumbai as the commercial and finance capital
of India.
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Shree Mumbadevi, Patron Goddess of Mumbai
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Located on Mutton Street, the area is full of old buildings,
crowded streets and crumbling shops, retaining a bit of
the old world charm. This place is a haven for the
shopaholics for goods varying from mundane to unusual
and that too at offbeat prices depending upon the
bargaining skills of the buyer and
the 'mood' of the seller

The Mini Market sells posters and all
other trinkets related to the Indian
cinema industry and Juma Market sells
hardware, tools and furniture.

Pydhonie separates the predominantly Muslim population of the eastern part of the inner city
from the mainly Hindu part to the west. It is mainly a commercial area, for wholesale shops. It
also houses the oldest police station of Mumbai, constructed in 1860. The area around the police
station is known for its zari workers mainly patronised by the Bohra community. The Hamidiya
Masjid, built in 1880, is an important landmark surrounded by temples.

Dava Bazaar located along Princess
Street (Samaldas Gandhi Road) links
the Marine Drive with Crawford Market and
is known for its shops selling chemicals,
medicines and medical equipment.
Towards the Crawford market end is
located Lohar Chawl - the wholesale
market for electrical goods.

A retail market for textiles, it is still the preferred destination for value shopping. It has retained its
traditional G+1 shops, where the buyer after removing their footwear is invited to sit for the
selection.  The Sheikh Memon Street adjoining the market leads to the Jama Masjid and hosts
an informal bazaar everyday for artificial flowers to cosmetics to readymade clothes.

The Musafirkhana - Manish Market area gets its name
from the imposing Musafirkhana building at the foot of
Wadi Bunder bridge (Lokmanya Tilak Road).
Constructed in 1885 by a kutchi memon philanthropist -
the Late Haji Karim Mohamed Suleman, the
musafirkhana, as the name suggests is a lodging house
for Hajj pilgrims and travelers passing through Mumbai.
The surrounding area has a number other such small
'musafirkhanas'. Just next to it is Manish market once
famous for its imported goods shops. It still continues to
be a shopping destination primarily for goods from the
Middle East. Street food

GULAL WADI (MADHAVBAUG & PANJARAPOL)

CHAKLA

C P TANK

Bhendi Bazaar or 'Bohri Mohalla'   centres
around Saifee Mosque, 'Raudat Tahera' and the
Bohri Jamatkhana. The bazaar is full of bustling
lanes dedicated to selling hardware, foam,
leather, clothing, antiques and delectable Bohri
food. The close knit urban fabric has an uniform
typology of buildings which includes shops on
ground floor, small offices on first floor and
residential tenements on the top 2 to 3 floors.
During Ramzan the small eateries spill onto the
lanes for outdoor dining.

KALBADEVI

The Imamwada Road ends with the old “Every
corner in this area is filled with history,” says
Shakeel Ansari, a resident of Imamwada Road.
Built in 1804, Umerkhadi Jail was used to
imprison Lokmanya  Tilak during the
Independence Struggle. Today, it is home to
Asha Sadan Rescue Home, a support centre for
women and children.Most  buildings or mohallas
here, are over 100 years old, like Noor baug,
Kesar baug etc.

Originally housing the Irani community
of Mumbai Imamwada is now mainly
occupied by the Shias and Khojas. It
still has the Irani footprints - the Irani
Masjid or Mughal Masjid built in 1860;
'Iranian Sweet Palace' - a sweets shop
that opens only on the Iranian New
year; an Irani hamam for the
adventurous. Imamwada undergoes
complete transformation twice a year,
once during Ramzan and other during
Makar Sankranti or Uttarayan season
- the festival of kites. It is the main &
oldest (more than 100 years old)
market for kites in the city.

Dongri has the oldest synagogue
of Mumbai - Shaar Harahamim
(Gate of Mercy), constructed in
1796, on Samuel street. Then it
was known as the 'Nilli Mashid'
i.e. the Blue Mosque and the
Masjid Railway station gets its
name from it. The Memonwada -
mohallas of the memon
community are found in Dongri.
The bylanes of Dongri and
Chakla have small home -shops
where textiles and Islamic
fashion wear from Pakistan is
sold and are very popular among
the Muslim community.

The CP Tank was built by
Cowasji Rustamjee Patel in

1776 to provide water for
Girgaon. Five roads from

Girgaon, Ketwadi, Kalbadevi,
Mumbadevi, Zaveri Bazaar

meets at this junction. The area
has wadis, baugs and

dharamshalas (guest houses)
built by the Hindu & Jains for

the new migrants coming to
Mumbai for commerce. Shops

at the ground level and
community halls within the

complex helped cross financing
these institutions.

Gol Deul - temple sits at the junction of SVP Road and Duncan Road. It is the oldest
(150years) labour market in the city. Every morning migrant workers from all sections,
labourers, unskilled, semi-skilled and skilled workers congregate here to earn daily wages
either through a known network, or move sometimes in teams for a complete job. They
workers usually sit outside the hardware stores of Null Bazaar (from B. Usman road to Kazi
Street) as per their particular skill.

The area beyond CP tank towards the
east is known as Gulalwadi. The
western part of this wadi includes
Madhav Baug - complex of temples
with shops selling religious items;
Panjrapol, a sanctuary for welfare of
animals mainly cows. Beyond the
Panjraploe lane are wholesale shops
for hardware, fittings etc.

Mumbadevi - the patron Goddess of
Mumbai resides here. The streets
around the temple are much wider
compared to Bhuleshwar. They are
lined with vendors selling items related
to Gods and pujas. The streets are
lined in goldsmith shops. The owners
are mostly Gujratis and the artisans
are Bengalis. The Dagina bazaar
starts here extending upto Pydhonie -
where the zari artisans are located.
The surrounding buildings have
dormitories for these artisans. A
specific group of these craftsmen only
work as scavengers in the surrounding
drains to collect any lost gold.

To the south of CP Tank beyond
Panjrapol is Bhuleshwar. The old,
narrow lanes and by lanes have tiny
shops selling a wide range of wares
from vegetables, flowers to fancy
jewellery and especially items
associated with worship. Clusters of
buildings, ancient temples with
devotees, kabutarkhana & commercial
establishments also find place in this
jigsaw.  The place also boasts of
some good street food and traditional
bhojnalayas serving Marwadi and Jain
cuisine.

The road from Metro cinema to
Pydhonie is called Kalbadevi road
named after the goddess Kalbadevi,
whose temple is located near the
Swadeshi market. The architecture of
this area is dominated by jharokhas,
balconies and ornate lintels, murals
and motifs from Hindu mythology.
Towards the south there are many
wadis (Bhaang wadi, Mahajan wadi,
etc) meeting the Cotton Exchange
building (now lost to a jewelry mall) at
the junction of Bhuleshwar &
Kalbadevi road.

The wholesale markets for
crockery, hosiery and children's
clothes, Chakla also has small
guest houses and hotels,
basically as extension of the
Musafirkhana to its south. The
G+4/5 buildings have shops on
the ground floor facing Chakla st.
Whereas the godowns open onto
the Dhobi street to its west. The
top floors have residential units
and the in between floors are
either small offices or godowns.

The jewelry bazaar starts from Mumbadevi known as Dagina Bazaar   extends upto the Jama
Masjid to the south along the Sheikh Memon street where it is known as Zaveri Bazaar . This
entire street and its bylanes are full of large shopping centres to small money lenders dealing in
gold.

CHOR BAZAAR

The market has now changed; most of the shops have
converted to selling exquisite costume jewelry and the gold
trading has shifted to coins, biscuits and certificates.

The area is bound by Mohammed Ali road
on its west and Zakaria Masjid Street to its
south and east. The chawls (mohallas) on
Mohd. Ali road are ground +5 storey
buildings with their wooden balconies with
Islamic jail patterns opening onto the main
road. The buildings have narrow 5' wide
house gallis between them which have
been encroached upon by small shops or
garbage.The typical street facade is now
fragmented due to some redeveloped
highrises but mainly by the JJ flyover,
which eased traffic on this busy road
but the charm of the street was lost.
Similar to Bohri mohalla during Ramzan
this area transforms into the 'Muslim food
delicacies hub'.

KUMBHAR WADA-DUNCAN ROAD

The area to to the west of Chor bazaar is
the Kumbahr wada bounded by Duncan
Road (Maulana Azad Road) on its east.
Duncan road extending upto Gol Deul on
the south is the traditional wholesale
market for sanitary ware, hardware and
other civil materials used in the
construction industry. It also has traditional
workshops for manufacturing of large steel
and iron utensils used in the catering
industry. The bazaar lanes are full of hand
carts and small vehicles where the
footpath / street itself becomes the loading
platform and temporary stores. Some
shops have their godowns in the by lanes
of Kumbharwada though most have
shifted today.

Sandwiched between Zaveri Bazaar and Kalbadevi is Mulji Jetha Market, wholesale market for
textiles primarily cotton and silks. The narrow lanes between Kalbadevi and Mulji Jetha market
have tiny shops and large godowns specialising in wholesale Indian exclusive traditional clothes

in silk and cottons from
all the regions of India.
The lanes are narrow,
dingy and overcrowded.
In between the lanes
are khau gallis and
nakas (lane and nodes)
serving exclusive
variety of seasonal food
from Gujarat (especially
Surat) and Rajasthan
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1.   Developing Heritage Circuit Maps in the MMR

The objective of this task is to identify and delineate five heritage routes 
across MMR from within the existing list of Heritage Buildings and Precincts, 
along with preparation of A1 size foldout circuit maps, printed on both 
sides with drawings, photographs and descriptions of sites etc. The doc-
umentation has to include various related aspects of the routes like trans-
port, history, important features, infrastructure, important aspects related 
to heritage, complementary cultural heritage aspects (food, music etc) and 
promotion strategy.

Task 1:  Envirodesigners Pvt. Ltd.

Heritage circuit maps have been prepared for five sites – 1) Matheran Hill 
Circuit 2) Ulhas River & Archaeological Sites Circuit 3) Alibaug and Pen 
Town 4) Fort Precinct of Mumbai 5) C – Ward of Mumbai. The final maps 
were reviewed by the Board of Governors and the work was found satis-
factory. The final maps are to be printed for dissemination. A total amount 
of Rs. 5,35,315 (including service tax) has been released.  

12 13



Task 2:  Rachana Sansad’s Urban Design Cell

Five draft heritage circuit maps were prepared for – 1) Western Suburbs 
2) Island City E-Ward 3) Vasai Virar Sub Region 4) Thane City 5) Kaly-
an City, and were reviewed by the Sub-Committee. A final review of the 
maps is pending after the consultant incorporates comments suggested by 
the Sub-Committee. The project can be concluded, if the Sub-Committee 
finds the maps executed to their satisfaction and the maps can be printed 
for dissemination. A total amount of Rs. 5,09,080 (including service tax) has 
been released.

NO. STRUCTURE NAME GRID. NO.
1 Agyari & Guest House E3
2 Almeida House F2
3 Bhalekar Building C4
4 Brahmala Lake F3
5 Castle Lake G2
6 Central Jail E2
7 Custom House C6
8 Datta Temple C3
9 Devgiri A4
10 Dhanvantari A5
11 Durve Building C4
12 Dyaneshwar Dnyanmandir English High School E3
13 Fatima Cottage F2
14 Gandre Wada B5
15 Ganga Bhuvan B5
16 Ghosale Lake G2
17 Gokul D4
18 Govind Niwas B5
19 Harel Lake B3
20 Hariniwas B5
21 Indrayani A5
22 Kachrali Lake E5
23 Kaldate House E4
24 Kalwa Bridge C2
25 Kanade Building B5
26 Kanaki Niwas B5
27 Kiran A4
28 Konark A4
29 Kopineshwar Temple D3
30 Makhmali Lake E4
31 Mani Baug C5
32 Masuda Lake D3
33 Mayadeo Building B5
34 Narayan Niwas B5
35 Office of the Deputy Conservator of Forest C6
36 Panchganga A4
37 Pense Building B5
38 Pimenta House E4
39 Pimenta House E4
40 Pradnya A5
41 Priyadarshini A4
42 Purohit House/Chandiwale Building E3
43 Rajgruh A5
44 Rayaladevi Lake C7
45 Remedios House F2
46 Rodrigues Building F2
47 Rose Cottage F2
48 Serpes House F2
49 Shilpshri B5
50 Shivgiri A4
51 Shivneri A5
52 Siddheshwar Lake F5
53 St.James Church F2
54 St.John's Church D3
55 Synagogue E3
56 Thakur Bungalow C4
57 Thane Gymkhana - The Officer's Club A4
58 Town Hall E3
59 Vaidya Bungalow B5
60 Van Bhavan A5
61 Veerkar House B5
62 Vikas A4
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Lakes of Thane – Cycle Route 
The earliest mentions of Thane as a city, boast about its lakes 
and temples. Patrick Geddes named this city as the “City of 
Lakes”. During the last century the city was dotted by 60 lakes. 
Due to rampant construction activity many of these lakes have 
been filled in to allow for urban use. Now, around 20 lakes are 
being revived under a Lake management programme by the 
local corporation. Some important lakes are – Siddheshwara & 
Brahmala with temple ruins from the 10th Century. Many lakes 
have become recreational destinations like – Kachrali, Upvan, 
Railadevi etc. The city celebrates its lakes with festivals and 
recreational activities. An annual “Upvan Lake Festival” is held 
during the month of February for the locals and visitors to enjoy 
the serenity of Upvan Lake.

LAKES OF THANE CYCLE 

ROUTE
DISTANCE....................8.0 Kms (Start: 

Masunda Lake & Finish: Upvan Lake)

TIME TAKEN.........................1 Hr

DIFFICULTY LEVEL............Moderate

ATTRACTIONS COVERED...Masunda 

Lake, Castle Lake, Kolbad Lake 

Makhmali Talao, Kachrali Lake & Upvan 

Lake
BUS ROUTES.................8, 9, 10, 11

Charai Precinct & K-Villa 
Charai
Located in the heart of the city, this area is a reminisce of the 
Portuguese rule. The houses, around 100-150 years old are typical 
Mangalore tiled two story structures. They are characterized by 
semi-open verandah or porch, an external staircase with carved 
balustrade in timber or cast iron, intricate fascia, eaves board and 
other details. Such details can be found in other Portuguese 
stronghold areas like Bandra. The intertwining streets of the Charai 
area are a reminder of the old core settlements of Thane.
K Villa
This area of independent bungalows from the above precinct is 
dominantly a Christian community settlement. The area was known 
as Khatarwada.

CHARAI PRECINCT & K-VILLA

DISTANCE.........
.........

..2.5  Km (Start: 

St.John’s Church & Finish: K-Villa)

 

TIME TAKEN.........
.........

.......1
 Hr

 

DIFFICULTY LEVEL.........
.........

....Easy

 

ATTRACTIONS COVERED........S
t.John’s 

Church, Purohit House, Dyaneshwar 

Mandir School, Blue House, Pimenta 

House, Yellow House, Rodrigues 

Bungalow, Castle Lake, Gate of Heaven 

Synagogue, St.James Church & K-Villa 

area.
 

BUS ROUTES.........
..6, 12, 112, 493 Ltd.

Kopineshwar Temple

OLD STATION ROAD WALK
DISTANCE....................3.5  Km (Start: 

Thane Station & Finish: Masunda Lake)

 

TIME TAKEN.........................1 . 5 Hr

 

DIFFICULTY LEVEL.................ModerateATTRACTIONS COVERED.............Thane 

Station, Datta Mandir, Old Station Precinct, 

Kopineshwar Temple, Court Naka, Town 

Hall, Parsi Agiyari Jambli Naka & Masunda 

Lake

BUS ROUTES............100, 112, 12, 13, 15, 

16, 17, 23, 24, 26, 27, 30, 31, 35, 36, 38, 

39, 40, 41, 43, 46, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 

58, 59, 6, 60, 62, 82, 87, 9, 90, 91, 93 & 98

Old Station Road Walk 
Thane Railway Station enjoys a special mention in the history of the 
Indian Railways because the first ever train in India travelled between 
Thane and Victoria Terminus, Bombay on 18th April 1853. The 
railway tracks were soon extended but Thane remained an important 
station on the Great Indian Peninsular Railway (GIP) now called 
Central Railway. The station structure has gone through many 
transformations in recent years and is unrecognizable from its far 
past, but the railroads are the reminder of the GIP past. The Bridge on 
Thane creek was one of the first to link Mumbai island to the 
hinterland. The arched gateways of the bridge are still seen. The 
Bazaarpeth was the busiest thoroughfare around a station.

BRAHMAN SOCIETY WALK
DISTANCE............3 . 2  Kms (Start: Thane 

Station & Finish: B-Cabin Road)
TIME TAKEN.........................1 Hr

DIFFICULTY LEVEL......................Easy

A T T R A C T I O N S 

COVERED......z......Thane Station, Anand 

Bharti Temple, Durve Building, Bhalekar 

Buiding, Thakur Bungalow, Veerkar 

House, Narayan Niwas, Govind Niwas, 

Vaidya Building, Maya Deo Building, 

Kanade Building, Pendse Building, 

Gandre Wada, Janaki Niwas, Hariniwas & 

Shilp ShriBUS ROUTES.................57, 10, 100

Vaidya Building

Hari Kunj

Vaidya Bungalow

Brahman Society 
Precinct Walk
The linearly planned housing area is an excellent example of urban 
design as practiced by British during their early settlement. The houses 
are planned individually in plots of similar sizes. The setbacks are 
constant with the repetitive details of the balconies, verandahs, 
staircase, balustrades etc. This makes the street a pleasant experience 
for the city goer. Walking down from the Thane railway station via 
B-Cabin road pass by Janki Niwas, Hariniwas and the corner Shilpshri 
Bungalow. Walk out towards Gokhale road and admire the beauty and 
intricacy of balustrades at the Vaidya Bungalow.

Barabangla Street

BARA BANGLA WALK
DISTANCE.................... 2. 5  Kms 
(Start: Thane Station & Finish: Thana 
Gymkhana)
TIME TAKEN.........................40 Mins
DIFFICULTY LEVEL...................Easy
ATTRACTIONS COVERED..............12 
Bungalows – Shivgiri, Vikas, Dhanvan-
tri, Indrayani, Shivneri, Rajgruh, 
Priyadarshini, Pradnya, Kiran, 
Panchgani, Devgiri, Konark  & Thane 
Gymkhana 
BUS ROUTES.................8, 30 , AC-65 

Bara Bangla Walk
Kopri, Thane East 
Built during 1920s, the set of 12 bungalows displays distinct 
colonial character. High pitched roofs, extensively carved railings, 
timber trusses, spacious porches, enormous walled compounds 
with servant quarters etc. are few of the magnificent features of the 
development. This is one of the first areas where town planning 
technique was evidently practiced in creating what is known as the 
‘Civil Lines’ for the bureaucrats. The lush greenery of the area is a 
welcome scene from the hustle bustle of the city popular among 
walkers and joggers.
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2.    Developing a Synoptic Document of Heritage in 
the MMR from the existing studies: Adarkar Associates

The objective of the task is develop a synoptic document 
from all the previous studies of identification and listing 
of heritage sites in the various parts of MMR towards:
a) A comprehensive understanding of heritage sites in 
the MMR 
b) Developing a history of the region through its built 
form
 
Over the course of the year, the consultant presented the 
final list of 255 heritage sites across MMR, to be included 
in the book, along with the progress of the work to the 
Sub-Committee such as, final chapterization of the syn-
optic document, bare texts of all the chapters, draft of 
the first formatted chapter and fresh photographs taken 
towards first four chapters. As authorized by the Board 
of Governors, an additional fund of Rs. 4 lakhs, request-
ed by the consultant was approved by the Sub-Commit-
tee, considering the scope of work has increased over 
time and the extra effort put in by the consultant on the 
project.

A total amount of Rs. 9,09,896 (including service tax) has 
been released. The Sub-Committee has also approved 
the release of Rs. 3 Lakhs out of Rs. 4 Lakhs, subject to 
receipt of the final draft of the synoptic document by the 
consultant. The final draft of the manuscript is awaited.
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Yaksha Statue found at Sopara
Synoptic document on Heritage in the MMR, Chapter 1

Image Courtesy: Ms. Archana Hande

Memorial stupas of reverant acharyas at Kanheri

Jogeshwari caves

Elephanta caves



3.   Compilation of Case Studies on Conservation projects in the 
MMR                 
Envirodesigners Pvt. Ltd.

The objective of this project is to develop a manuscript of compilations 
of minimum 20 case studies in Heritage Conservation in MMR.

The Consultant presented the final formatted draft of the project man-
uscript to the Sub-Committee. Based on the Sub-Committee’s observa-
tions and comments, the consultant is reworking both the content and 
graphic design of the book.  A total amount of Rs. 7,22,528/- has been 
released. The final draft manuscript of the Compilation of Case Studies 
on Conservation Projects in MMR is awaited. 
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(c) “Documentation of Caves in MMR”                                                               
   Sathaye College, Mumbai

Date of Approval: March, 2015           Grant: Rs 10. 714 Lakh           Project duration: Two year

MMR region has around 200 Caves, a few of which are recently dicovered and have not been documented.
Existing studies are often not comprehensive and a holistic approach to documentation is missing. The project 
proposes to document the newly discovered caves and related sites by making plans, sections and elevations 
for study and for better understanding of its architecture.

The proponent will compile scattered information systematically with a holistic approach and even study the 
cultural context as reflected through the archaeological sources, monuments and oral traditions whilst providing 
analytical notes. The publication will benefit not only the common man but it also will benefit scholars working 
in the field of archaeology, art history, epigraphy, iconography etc. 

In the first stage of the project, published data was collected and preliminary survey of these caves was con-
ducted. Out of these caves, few caves were selected for documentation, as the data in the form of painting in 
the caves is about to get destroyed. The cave sites of Jogeshwari and Mandapeshwar were selected as pilot 
sites for the methodology of documentation and the report format to be followed. The proponent has submitted 
preliminary reports on these sites. The reports are a compilation of published data about art and architecture, 
inscriptions, historical and archaeological background from various books and compilation of data from ASI, 
Mumbai Circle. The reports were reviewed and observed to be exemplary and could serve as an ideal form 
of document to be followed, if undertaken by the Society in future by other agencies. 

A total amount of Rs. 3,88,244/- has been released so far. Second stage progress report is awaited.
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(d) “Research on Theatrical backdrops, 1905-1960: A succinct survey”
 Niteeka Archival Research Infotech Pvt. Ltd.

March, 2016          Grant: Rs 5 Lakh          Duration: 9 months

The main objective of this project is to identify, research and analyze the 
art involved in Marathi theatrical backdrops; to enumerate the various art-
ists involved with production of theatrical backdrops and finally to formu-
late a coffee-table book for publication. The subject matter of the project 
has not been studied in detail earlier. The artists and the art of creating 
theatrical backdrops have not been brought in the public domain. Due to 
the onset of modernity in drama and its practices, the backdrops dimen-
sions dissolved- rendering the art and artistry to oblivion.  

The proponent has submitted chapterization of the report and first stage 
report comprising a chapter on the “Drama at the turn of the 20th Centu-
ry”, against which second installment of the project has been released. The 
Second stage progress report is awaited. A total amount of 1 Lakhs has 
been released upto 31/03/2017.

Second installment of the project has been released against submission of 
preliminary reports. Second stage progress report is awaited.
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Practice sketch of  Mr. V.V. Divkar
Image Courtesy: Dr. Amol Divkar



(e) “Development of Heritage Information System for MMR- HCS”
   Convergence IT Services Pvt. Ltd., Mumbai

September 2015          Consultancy fee: Rs 62,000/-          Duration: 3 months

The Society had proposed to undertake a project of developing Heritage Information System for MMR, with 
an intention of compiling the researched and available information with the Society and putting it in the public 
domain. The final output will be a map-based Heritage Information System. The first installment for the project 
has been released and the project is in process.
The website was successfully migrated with a user friendly and mobile friendly webpage. New features have 
been added like recording user count and a better search option to include ‘pdf’ format. 

5.3 CONCLUDED PROJECTS

In addition to above new and on-going projects, the Board of Governors/Sub-Committee of the Society also 
reviewed the final report of the following project:

(b) “Development of software on Heritage Information System for MMR” 
       C-DAC, Pune

The Board of Governors, in its meeting held on 22nd December 2008, apporved the above project with a cost 
of Rs. 21.5 lakh plus taxes as applicable. The scope of project included creation of a web-based information 
system for the MMR-HCS, which will comprise detailed information about MMR-HCS, help the society to host the 
website and maintain it and train the staff of the society to update the website.

C-DAC, Pune was awarded the project for the initial hosting charges of Rs. 5 Lakh plus taxes for the subsequent 
year and hosting and maintenance cost of Rs. 2.5 Lakh plus taxes as applicable for the subsequent five years. 
The C-DAC, Pune had developed the MMR-HCS website and the five years contract for hosting and mainte-
nance awarded to C-DAC expired in March 2016. C-DAC requested the release of final installation and also 
sent a new quotation amounting to Rs. 3 Lakh per year plus taxes as applicable for hosting and maintenance of 
website. As the fees for hosting and maintenance of website quoted by C-DAC Pune was found expensive, the 
said work was awarded to Convergence IT Services Pvt. Ltd., Mumbai in July 2016, after inviting quotations.

Therefore the conclusion of the project ‘Development of software on Heritage Information System for MMR’- by 
C-DAC, was approved by the Board of Governors. C-DAC had sent all the backup data of MMR-HCS website 
and Heritage Information System, duly organized in five DVD’s and the last installment of the project was re-
leased.                        

(b) “Upgradation work at the Durbar Hall of Asiatic Society of Mumbai (Installation of Lift)” 
       The Asiatic Society of Mumbai
                                                                                                    
The Board of Governors, in its meeting held on 22nd September 2015, suggested that the Society should now 
focus on actual conservation/restoration for new projects. In accordance with this view, a request made to the 
President of the Society, by the President of Asiatic society of Mumbai, for financial assistance for the resto-
ration works in the Asiatic Society building was considered by the Board of Governors of the Society. 

As per the guidelines of the Society for financing projects, it was decided to provide a financial assistance only 
for installation of Hydraulic lift, as it is critical retrofitting intervention to make the heritage building navigable 
for  the elderly and  the disabled. Accordingly,  the Sub-Committee  recommended financial assistance of Rs. 
11.91 Lakhs, i.e. 50% of the estimated expenditure for installation of lift, as per the financial regulations of 
the MMR-HCS. 

After completion of the project, the final detailed report was submitted to the Society and the last installment 
of the project was released. The Asiatic Society of Mumbai requested grant of additional financial assistance, 
as there was an additional expense of Rs. 5,22,796/- incurred due to construction of a raised platform for 
electrical equipment of the lift and purchase of backup battery. An additional amount of Rs. 2.62 Lakhs or 50% 
of the additional cost, whichever is less, was approved by the Board of Governors.

The Sub-Committee perused the statement of expenditure and approved the release of additional financial 
assistance of Rs. 2.61 lakhs for the project. 
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6 TRAINING AND AWARENESS PROGRAMMES

“Capacity Development Programme in Built Heritage Studies &Conservation” 

The Board of Governors in its meeting held on 22nd March 2011 suggested that a training programme on 
capacity building needs to be developed for various stakeholders involved with heritage conservation. Accord-
ingly, the Society’s office prepared the proposal and the Sub-Committee of the Society discussed the various 
aspects of the training programme in meetings between March 2011 and July 2013. It was decided to create 
a year-long diploma course on ‘Built Heritage Studies and Conservation’, which would be conducted through 
week long modules specifically targeting various stakeholders involved in the conservation process. It was also 
felt that it was necessary to collaborate with the Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Vastu Sangrahalaya (CSMVS) 
for their expertise in training on various aspects of conservation and Sir J.J College of Architecture (JJCOA) for 
their academic expertise.

The Society decided to support the course for a period of 5 years with a budget of Rs 1 crore. The Board of 
Governors approved the proposal of the training programme and the budget of Rs. 20 Lakh for one year. The 
programme was inaugurated in August 2013. The 4th Capacity Development Programme for the year 2016-
17 was successfully concluded in February 2017. The different courses covered during the year 2016-17 are 
as mentioned in table.

Module
No.

Module Name Module
Coordinator

Dates Venue Participant no.

I Approaches to Built Heritage Conser-
vation and Damage Management

Prof.
Mustansir
Dalvi

Aug 8 – Aug 
12, 2016

Sir J. J College 
of Architecture

12

II Materials Conservation I Anupam 
Sah

Sept 19 -Sept 
23, 2016

CSMVS 15

III Materials Conservation II Anupam 
Sah

Oct 17 – Oct 
21, 2016

CSMVS 16

IV Structural Conservation, Retrofit & 
Maintenance

Prof. Arun 
Menon

Dec 19 – Dec 
23, 2016

Sir J. J College 
of Architecture

17

V Conservation Project Management Ravindra
Gundu Rao

Jan 9 – Jan13, 
2017

Sir J. J College 
of Architecture

12

VI Urban Conservation & Enabling Envi-
ronment

Pankaj Joshi Feb 6 – Feb 
10, 2017

Sir J. J College 
of Architecture

13

Since its commencement in 2013, the programme has attracted participants from different states, across India. 
Over four years, the programme has had 161 participants from 10 different states, nut mainly from Maha-
rashtra.

The programme also has a wide range of experts. Since the inception, the programme had 53 experts from 
12 cities, coming from diverse backgrounds.  
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Convocation Ceremony and Course Announcement  

Participants understanding the process of restoration Participants experiencing material hands-on

Lecture by Chief Guest- Mr. D.T. Joseph 



7 PUBLICATIONS

Material and data generated from the documentation process as well as evaluation and formulation of the 
guidelines is being published in the form of reports, users’ manuals and hand-books. These publications have 
often been in local languages and profusely illustrated in order to make them accessible for wide range of 
people in the City.

The following publications are available with the Society at nominal prices:

• Conservation Guidelines for Khotachiwadi – Academy of Architecture. 
(English & Marathi)

• Design handbook for the provision of heritage sensitive street furniture and 
signage for D. N. Road streetscape – Ms. Abha N. Lambah, Mumbai.

• Conservation Guidelines for Opera House Precinct – Ms. Sandhya Savant, 
Mumbai.

• Stone cleaning in the context of architectural conservation in Mumbai – 
A.C.C. Ltd., Mumbai.
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8 FUNDS

During the year 2016-17, the Society had received Rs. 74,87,356/- by way of interest from the investment of 
interest free loan and surplus funds and an amount of Rs. 67,33,622/- was released as grant to the approved 
project and administrative expenses.

Statement showing year-wise income, grant released and number of projects completed
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Sr. 
No.  Year 

 
Total 
Income 
(Rs.) 

Expenditure 
No. of 
Projects 

Completed 
On 

Projects 

(Rs.) 

Administrative 

(Rs.) 

Total 

(Rs.) 

1  1998‐1999  86,85,413  4,68,090  1,65,482  6,33,572  ‐‐‐ 

2  1999‐2000  49,08,498  7,95,283  1,49,698  9,44,981  1 

3  2000‐2001  66,47,297  11,63,322  2,98,486  14,61,808  6 

4  2001‐2002  50,89,228  10,97,895  6,74,705  17,72,600  6 

5  2002‐2003  64,29,589  21,15,484  7,54,091  28,69,575  1 

6  2003‐2004  66,98,993  30,02,704  7,32,974  37,35,678  4 

7  2004‐2005  49,37,066  46,44,322  7,49,632  53,93,954  1 

8  2005‐2006  51,18,943  53,54,708  6,32,968  59,87,676  3 

9  2006‐2007  63,54,183  50,87,786  6,83,970  57,71,756  8 

10  2007‐2008  88,93,315  48,27,000  8,75.655  57,02,655  5 

11  2008‐2009  83,10,462  18,98,000  9,17,919  28,15,919  3 

12  2009‐2010    8,32,334  62,51,110  9,15,037  71,66,147  3 

13  2010‐2011  90,54,164   59,85,478    15,19,938 75,05,416  ‐‐‐ 

14  2011‐2012  75,49,563  47,30,668    13,55,994 60,86,662 2 

15  2012‐2013  91,15,034  60,18,499 14,69,496 74,87,995 3 

16  2013‐2014  85,01,648  88,23,232 13,49,365 1.01,72,597 7 

17  2014‐2015  82,68,724  40,40,789 15,41,540 55,82,329 4 

18  2015‐2016  79,85,910  21,18,595 22,12,858 43,31,453 1 

19  2016‐2017  74,87,356  48,66,681 18,66,941 67,33,622 3 
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9 AUDITED ANNUAL ACCOUNTS OF THE MMR-HCS FOR THE YEAR 2016-17
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